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PREFACE. 


Reaaer, 


N the courſe and compoſition of the follow- 
ing Sermons, I have endeavored, all along, 
to keep in view, thoſe two great doctrines of 
religion, the final reward of righteouſneſs, and 
the preſent gracious juſtification of the inner: 
One the work of the laſt day, the other the pri- 
viledge of the preſent time. Theſe are certainly 
diſtinct things in the religion of apaſtate creatures, 
whether the diſtinction be duely attended to or 
not. The reward of the ſain! is one thing, and 
the reception of the guilty condemned ſinner to 
peace and favor with heaven is another. And 
the latter 1s plainly previous, and in order to 
the former, without which no actions can be tru- 
ly pleaſing to God, or virtuous and rewardable 
in their nature. For before repentance the ſin- 
ner has no genuine righteouſneſs; nor can a 
clean thing come out of an unclean, They that 
are impenitent are alſo unpardoned, as well as im- 
pure ; and ſuch as are not juſtified by faith, are 
under condemnation, and the wrath of God 
abides upon them. | 
Tre firſt inquiry of a guilty creature, rightly 
apprehenſive of his condition and danger, is ſuch 
as this; © How ſhall I obtain peace with heaven? 
How ſhall I become reconciled to that God, to 
whom I have made my ſelf an enemy in my 
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mind, by wicked works; whoſe holy law I have 
15 often violated, and whoſe dreadful diſpleaſure 
I have ſo many ways incurred ? What ſhall I do 
that I may be ſaved, and become an heir accord- 
ing to the hope of eternal life ?“ This nearly- 
concerning and moſt important queſtion can te- 
ceive a ſatisfactory ſolution no where but from 
the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt: All meer human at- 
tempts to this put poſe have ever proved fruitleſs 
and vain. For reaſon and revelation both agree 
in this, that fin is ſuch a bar in the way of the 
divine favor as cannot ealily be removed.—— 

Law and government place themſelves in the 
way of pardon and peace; and if the ſinnet is 
juſtified at all, there is no expedient can be found 
ſo ſatisfying and effectual as that of vicaricus 


_ righteouſneſs, or the juſt ſuffering tor the unjuſt. 


And that God the father has thus ſet forth his 
ſon, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the propitiation for 
our ſins, and is reconciling the world unto himſelf, 


by him, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them; 


but on the contrary that he juſtifies the ungodly 
through faith in his blood, imputing to them 


rightcouſneſs without works, this, I ſay, is the 
Joyful intelligence, the peculiar glory and pure 


revelation of the goſpel. This is matter of di- 
vine conſolation to them that mourn in Zion: 
This is that heavenly. light that ſprings vp to 


them, that „t and walk in darknels, and in the 


region df the ſhadow of death. And thus ſalva- 
tion is come to the Gentiles, and we are ſaved by 
grace, through faith, not of works, or in any way that 
admits of boaſting; and peace is preached to them 


that were afar off, and to them that were nigh.” 
But then, — this reconciliation of the „inner to the 
offended majeſty of God even the father, his mo- 


/ 
A 
z 
6. ? 
7 


. r . . . „ re ooes tab = Ai, 


AW EE X05 
ral renovation, and acceptance in the ſight of that 


holy and glorious being, at whole awtul bar the 
whole guilty world ſtand arraigned and condemn- 


ed, is plainly not the whole ot the chriſtian doct- 
rine and Iaſtruction: Fer being thus julttacd 


and thereupon united to Chriſt by covenant, and 


rendered capable of virtue and works pleaſing 
to God, a life of chriſtian obedience, and an up- 
right converſation is the indiipeniable require- 
ment of the goſpel in regard of the reconciled, 


renewed inner, in order to the final reward of a 


taichful ſervant at the judgment: ſeat of Jeius 
Chriſt, when all men ſhall receive according. | to 
their works. 

Tu reward of virtue is a dictate of nature. as 


well as of the goſpel ; but nature knows not how 


to reward a virtue N is not fioleſs, and tree from 
all faulty - imperfections, and yet is loth to give 
up the righteous man, whole /incerity ſeems, to 


claim a recompence, though encompaſſed with 


infirmities. - In this dilemma, revelation ſteps in 
again to the relief of reaſon : And that ſame 
goſpel, that furniſhes out pardon and peace for 
tranſgreſſors, provides likewiſe a recompence for 
well-doing, even a crown of righteouſneſs and 
glory, at the hands of the Lord Jeſus the righte- 
ous judge, who will finally reward wich immor- 


ality and the heavenly inheritance, all thoſe pe- 


nitent approved ones, who are now juſtified, and 
made heirs thereto, © through the righteouſneſs 
of God, and our Savior Jeſus Chriſt.” Every 


degree ot virtue ſhall be rewarded, as well as all 


ſins remitted to the believing and faithful, accord- 
ing to the gracious conſtitution of the goſpel, 


which provides abundantly, both for the rights of 


virtue and of juſtice. For it affords every en- 


coutaging hope to the returning penitent, and ta 
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the ſalnt, every animating confideration to the 
practice of perſevering holineſs. 

TE goſpel is indeed a glorious ſcheme of 
wiſdom, grace and righteouſneſs, calculated io 
promote godlineſs, peace and conſolation, in a 
ſinful, forrowful, unhappy world : And is admi- 
rably adapted to the circumſtances of ſuch crea- 
tures as we are, mortal and apoſtate. Viewed in 
its native truth and beauty it cannot fail of charm- 
ing all beholders ! And, by ſuch as know them- 
ſelves, and are rightly affected with their condi- 
tion, as ſinners, under guilt, and the righteous 
condemnation of God's law, inſtead of being 
diſregarded, rejected and given up for deiſm, and 
nature's imperfect ſcheme of religion, it will be 
received as the moſt welcome, joyful news that 
ever bleſt the world. For my own part, | muſt 
confeſs, that J have the moſt adoring apprehen- 
fions of that amazing myſtery and diſpenſation 
of grace and ſalvation, by Jeſus Chriſt, that is 
unfolded in the holy ſcriptures : With which no 
other ſcheme of religion, or refinements of reaſon 
and philoſophy are worthy of any manner of 
compariſon : And my moſt hearty with and pray- 
er is, that all perſons, eſpecially thoſe of charadler, 


influence and diſtinqtion, may be the real friends of 


Jeſus, and not only {overs but encouragers of his ho- 
ly religion, as far forth as their example and au- 
thority extends. 

To recommend the chriſtian doctrine, as ratio- 
nal and conſiſtent, and worthy of all acceptation 


to perſons of every condition, even thoſe, in our 


own times, and from among ourſelves, who may be 
but too much inclined to deſpiſe this great ſalva- 


tion, and favor looſe and deiſtical principles, has 


been partly the aim and deſign of the following 
work. Nothing 1s wanting but right Lag peak 
ſions 
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fions of the, malignant ür of, lin, the, wicked- 
nels and depravity of man 1 ie ocgalipned 
by the apoſtacy, angl th 2 olineſs, perfection and 
condemning power pf the divine law, to give the 
molt delighttul and. RP reception to the doct- 


rine of atonement, juſtification by the blood of 


Chriſt, and the goſpel-gracious-ſcheme in gene- 
ral. With this view, I have endeavored largely, 
in ſome at the firſt of theſe diſcourſes, to conſider 
the conſtitution and obligation of law, and the 
conſequent condemnation of tranſgreſſors there - 
by, to prepare the way in the mind of the awa- 
kened ſinner, the more readily to embrace, in 
the following ones, the overtures of mercy and 
forgiveneſs 1 in the mediator, the doctrine of the 
imputation of righteouſneſs without works, and 
to facilitate a general welcome to that redempti- 
on and ſalvation that is in Chriſt Jeſus, as it ſtands 
connected with duty, and eternal glory. 

Ix there be any of the leſs friendly to chriſti- | 
anity that are diſpoſed to take offence at any 


thing ſaid in theſe ſermons, relative to the de- 


pravity. of human nature, vicarious puniſhment, 
and ſatisfaction, to law and juſtice, they may 
poſſibly look upon theſe things in a more agre- 
able light by recollecting what is fully ay Bu, Ha 
thereto, in, perhaps, à favorite author with 
them.“ Says he, F 

* SOME men come into the world with diſpo- 
fictions fo extremely bad, that God foreknows 
that they will certainly be guilty of many crimes, 
and in conſequence he puniſhed for them.” 

AGAIN, he ſpeaks of the bias implanted in hu- 
man nature, as drawing more ſtrongly towards 
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the bad fide than towards the good. Again, 
There are ſome I know, Who extricate them - 
ſelves from this difficulty very conciſely by aſſert- 
ing, that there is in fact no ſuch original depra- 
vity, no ſuch tnnate propenfity to vice in human 
nature; but as this affertion is directly contrary 
to the expreſs declaration of the feriptures, to 
the opinion of the philoſophers and moraliſts of 
all ages, and to the moſt conſtant and invariable 
Experience of every hour; I think they no more 
delerve an anſwer, than they who would affirm 
that a ſtone has no tendency to the center, by 
its natural gravity, or that flame has no inclina- 
tion to aſcend.” 4 * 5 
Once more, in regard of vicarious ſati faction, 
arguing againſt the ſuppoſed encouragement 
given to the practice of wickedneſs from the good 
extracted from it, in reference to the. uniyerſe, 
by the wiſdom of divine providence, he ſays; 4 
If that good ariſes only from its puniſhment, 
ſo far is it from an encouragement to wickedneſs, 
that it proves only that the puniſhment of it is 
neceſſary and hos re ro) z nay in its own na- 
ture incapable of remiſſion, without a penal ſatis- 
faftion from ſome being or other.” K 
oe SP. 100. 1 | * P. 95 2. 1 P. 111. * 
$ Taz intelligent reader will not look upon the above quo- 
tations as implying, in him that. makes them, a univerſal 
approbation of the treatiſe refered to. T he author” evi- 
| dently appears to be a man of much learning, high ac- 
compliſhments apd great compaſs of thought. But if 1 
may be allowed to uſe the term in the cant ci, I may 
fay, ke is roo orb, for me. BEurely' it is much more 
' edible, What the wifer Solomon has obſerved. “ that 
God bath made men upright, but. they have ſought our 
many inventions,“ than that they come directly out of his 
Bangs with ön “ innate propenſity to vice,“ or with 
* diſpoſitions extremely bad.“ Methinks the doctrine of 
" our 


Now if theſe doctrines are approved in this 
#vthor,' why ſhould: they be exploded in others? 
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our fall in Adam is much leſs incredible, notwithſtand- 
1h ing any abſtruſeneſy that attends it, than that, of God's 
| being the author of human depravity, and the cauſe of 
. wickedneſs” in ſuch an immediate and direct way. At 
the 175th pag. this author ſays, ©* That many .evils will 
- unavoidably infinuate themſelves by the natural relations 
and circumſtances of things, into the moſt perfe& ſyſtem 
of created beings, even in oppoſition to the will of our 
almighty Creator, by reaſon they cannot be excluded 
without working tontraciftions,” And at the 103d pag. 
Here again we ſee our difficulties ariſe from our wrong 
| nations of omnipotence, and forgetting how many diffi- 
1 culties it has to contend with: Tn the preſent inſtance it 
| is obliged either to afflit innocence or be the cauſe of 
z -wickedneſs z it has plainly no other option: What then 
: could infinite wiſdom, juſtice and goodneſs do in this ſitu- 
ation, more conſiſtent with itſelf, than to call into being 
creatures formed with ſuch depravity in their diſpoſitions, 
- as to induce many of them to act in ſuch a manner as to 
render themſelves proper ſubjects for ſuch neceſſary ſuffer- 
ings, and yet at the ſame time indued with ſuch adegree of 
reaſon and free-will as to put it in the power of eve 
- Individual to eſcape them by their good behavior : Such 
a Creature is man; ſo corrupt, baſe, cruel and wicked, as 
| to convert theſe unavoidable miſeries into juſt puniſſi- 
| ments, | | 
| Bur is it eaſy to conceive of omnipatence as ſo weak and 
encompaſſed with infirmities, or as having ſo many 
difficulties to contend with,” as not to be able to form a 
& ſyſtem free from natural and moral evil? Is it not highly 
probable there may be many ſuch worlds of finleſs, im- 
4 „mortal inhabitants, compleatly and univerſally happy. 
according to their reſpective capacities, in their prgſent 
ſtate of exiſtence, notwithſtanding any future advancements 
divine providence may have in ſtore for them? Heaven 
o be ſare uſed to be looked upon as ſuch a place, and 
all the glorious dwellings of elect angels, and ſons of the 
morning. But ſuppoſin this to be in part a miſtake, 
and that the happineſs of cœleſtial beings is incomplete; 
yet will the ſuppoſi tion of the neceſſity of natural evil 
and pain, in = creation of God, in order ta the general- 
; good and greater happineſs of the whole, infer the 8. 
* y 
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If the fas be true in themſebyes, are they not 
equally credible; at all times, and pe Bene 


you they are maintained ? 
TT nam e tes 1 97982 Ir 


ty of * evit and wickednef to render thoſe ſufferings 
. confiltent with juſtice ? Surely it cannot be unrighteous 
in the great author of nature to afflict innocence with 
theſe evils and infelicities which are neceſſary and un- 
avoidable in nature and which omnipotence itſelf- — 
prevent, and which he ſays, are to be looked u 
taxes that individuals are obliged to pay towards the fap 42 
port of the public. 
Bur allowing further, the neceffity of moral evil in the 
creation of God, in order to countenance thoſe un pre- 
ventable miſeries and puniſhments before mentioned, yet 
why muſt God himſelf be conſidered as the author and 


cnuſe of it? Or how does it ſalve the divine juſtice in 


this caſe, in any meaſure, for God to call into being, 
creatures formed with depraved diſpoſition, on purpoſe to 
render them the righteous ſubjects of pain and chaſtiſe- 
- ment? ſs it not more eligible, in all reaſon, that the orea- 
tures of God ſhou'd be ſufferers only, than that they 
Would be ſufferers and fnners both ? Of two evils, it is 
the part of wiſdom to chooſe the lealt ; and but oze of them, 
where one is ſufficient, If that inflextbility of nature, 
: before obſerved, which omnipotence cannot conquer, ac- 
counts for natural evil; yet ſurely it is not neceſſary to 
introduce moral evil to Joltify this ſtubborn. neceflity of 
nature, Whatever valuable purpoſes the commiſlion or 
puniſhment of ſin, may ſerve in the moral ſyſtem, under 
the direction of infinite wiſdom, yet that ſuch were the 
- «« difficaltie: with which cmnipotence was environed, that 
it was obliged by the neceſſity of natural evil to ædmit 
moral,“ ſeems to be a wonderful pofition ! Car not God 
almighty be righteous, any way, but by making his crea- 
tures unriphteous * Strange | that God mult be the author 
of fin, in order to be juſt, that is, without fin, and in order 
to a wile, righteous and benevolent: adminiſtration ! 1s 
not this giving vp che moral perfections of the deity, in 
accommodation and complaiſance to the. preſent ta 
ous aſpeRs of nature and provicence? ? 
ALTHOUGH this ingenious author, whoſe book contains 
many fine and noble ſentiments, modeſtly. enough pro- 
poſes this great peculiarity of his ſcheme, only as his 


uels, and preſumes not to determine v the oy." 
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Ir muſt be confeſſed there are not wanting 
* thoſe, who are of a whimſical, credulous, ſuper- 
ſtitious turn of mind, faultily taking things upon 
truſt, without due examination, and ſeeing with 
their own eyes: And it is as certain there are 
others, no leſs unreaſonably given to ſingularity, 
novelty, and a ſneering contempt of every thing 
that claims the merit of antiquity. to ſupport 1t : 
And a third kind of unfiniſhed creatures there are, 
who cannot diſtinguiſh between ſcripture doct- 
= 11 | rines 
of the almighty, yet, to me this appears a very extraordi- 
nary account of the origin of moral evil, and deſervin 
ſome remark. And I cannot but think that if the author 
of this inquiry had complemented Meſes, inſtead of Ovid. 
with what he calls the introduction of a golden age, or 
paradiſaical ſtate, in which all was innocence and happi- 
neſs,” he might have found ſome better ſolutions of this 
Important queſtion than that which he here propoſes. 
For granting the neceflity of natural evil in the creation 
of God, which will be thought, perhaps, more than is 
true, it will not infer the neceſſity of moral evil in order 
to clear the divine providence from the imputation of in- 
Juſtice, in permiting theſe unpreventable infelicities. But 
if it did, how does it help the matter in any degree- to 
4 conſider God himſelf as the cauſe and author of ſuch 
4 moral evil and wickedneſs, inftead of reſolving it, accord- 
: ing to the old way, into the abuſe of free will in the crea- 
ture ? Indeed this author ſometimes conſiders ſome of 
the creatures as ating in ſuch a manner, as to render 
them/elves proper ſubjects for ſuch neceſlary ſufferings : 
But yet at other times ſays, God's active and — * 
will muſt be exactly the ſame, and that * let us diſpute as 
long as we pleaſe, it muſt be eternally the ſame thing, 
whether a creator of infinite power and knowledge created 
beings originally wicked and miſerable, or gave them a 
7 power to make themſelves ſo, foreknowipg they would 
employ that power to their own deſtruction.” But haw- 
ever that be, it is ſurely better and more Juſt that crea 
© tures ſhould ſuffer unavoidable evils innocently, than that 
b they ſhould be made ſinful and miſerable both. And if 
it is impoſſible to omnipotence to prevent natural evil, 
can it be poſſible to infinite holineſs to be the cauſe of 
moral? 5 ; 
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rines and meer found of words, and in their ludi- 

crovs, Infipid way, condemn as ſtale and ortho- 
dox, every thing, however rational and juſt, that 
contains but the mention of original fin, the righ- 
ceouſhteſs of God by faith, the ſatisfaction of Chriſt 
and the like doftrines : Whereas men of great 
minds and truly ſuperior underſtandings, being 
thoroughly verſed in the things of religion, are 
generally found to be of a candid, catholic tem- 

per, giving every thing its juſt weight, neither 
condemning or embracing religious fentiments 

by the lump. And it may be obſerved with re- 
gard to ſuch perſons, that there is rarely that in- 
difference to be ſeen in them towards the things 
of religion, that is common to men of little and 

trifling minds. eros * 


Bur to return, unleſs the law of God and na- 
ture was in perpetual and univerſal force, how 
could every mouth be ſtopped, and the whole 
world become guilty before God? And if the 
rights of law and juſtice might be diſpenſed with, 
how could the ſacrifice and death of Chriſt be 
conſidered as an event neceſſary to the frnner's 
pardon and juſtification ? noc dis ot 


Tnar obedience to the goſpel, which is in- 
diſpenſably required in order to the reward of 
life and glory at the hands of Chriſt our redee- 
mer and judge, in the day of his appearing, I 
have conſidered as the genuine fruit of that faith, 
whereby the believer now becomes juſtified in 
the fight of God, which faith is inſeparably con- 
nected with chriſtian virtue; being itſelf holi- 
neſs, implying a moral change of heart and tem- 
per, and having a like relation both to juſtifica- 
tion and ſanctification. | 


From 
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Fou which preſent peace with God and re- 
novation of nature, we derive the comfortable 
aſſurance of the ſaints perſeverance in rigbteouſ- 
neſs, and final ſalvation from wrath. * For if 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled. to 
God the father by the death of his ſon : Much 
1 being reconciled, we ſhall be laved by his 
lite.” | 

Taras being now no W to them 
that are in Chriſt Jeſus by faith, they ſhall ſtand 
acquitted in the lait day, and ſhall receive the re- 
ward of the inheritance, for they ſerve the Lord 
Chriſt. - But ſuch as believe not, and fo are alrea- 
dy and forever condemned, muſt of conſequence 
in the day of the revelation of the righteous judg- 
meat of God, fall under the weight of that ter- 
rible ſentence “ go ye curled into everlaſting fire, 
Prepared for the devil and his angels.” 

A perfect production is not to be looked for 
from a frail imperfect mortal. There may be 
miſtakes in theſe diſcourſes, and not only ſeeming, 
but poſſibly, real inconſiſtencies, of which the 
author is no ways conſcious, they being a faith- 
ful .cranſcript of his preſent ſentiments, touching 
the main point, eſpecially, diſcuſſed and ſo large- 
ly inſiſted upon in them, having been led into 
this track 233 by the ſtudy of the holy 
ſcriptures, in which be — of works and juſti- 
fication without works, are both clearly revealed. 
I have endeavored to be as plain and intelligible 
as the nature of the ſubjects, and my method of 
handling them wauld admit of: And though 
ſome of them may ſeem too dry and argumenta- 
tive, yet in others you may hope for ſomething 
more pathetic-and devotional, Genvine and true - 
devotion muſt have its foundation laid in _— b 

| | And 


a Fc . 


and an enlightened underſtanding : ——And the 
principles of religion muſt be maintained, as well 


as the practice of it inculcated. Where the 


* Upon 
theLord's 
prayer & 
deca- 
logue. 


are the production of the preſent times. This, 


reader's pibus affections are not ſo directly moved, 


1 truſt his mind will be informed, or at leaſt ſtir- 


. 


red up by way of remembrance. | 
A covuxs ofsSermons ſo long and ſo very doct- 
rinal may appear a little extraordinary to them 
that do not know, that a ſtill longer courſe of ve- 


ry practical ones immediately preceeded them, * 


as well as that a number of others, built upon 
the plan herein exhibited, ſucceeded to them. 
Tus E diſcourſes having been chiefly compo- 
ſed within the period of time, in which they were 
delivered, in an almoſt uninterrupted ſucceſſion 
of ſabbaths, they might poſſibly have been betrer 


and more perfect, if the weeks had been longer, 


and the author had had fewer avocations and op- 
portunity to have tranſcribed more of them for 


the preſs :—May theſe things ſerve as ſome 


apology for their deficiencies, | 

Nuonuxnous are the ſingle and occaſional diſ- 
courſes that are daily emitted from the preſs.— 
But 1 think very few in a connected chain, upon 


intereſting, important ſubjects, exhibiting a ge- 


neral view of ſome of the principal doctrines of 
the goſpel, in their dependance upon each other, 


a g it 
* Since the writing of this preface, the Rev. Dr. Chauncy 
of Boſton has again publiſhed ſomething, /ca/onable, in a 
number of diſcourſes, cosnected, and chirfly calculated in 
oppoſition to the Sandemamian principles, which are evi- 
'demtly deſigned to undermine our eccleſiaſtical conſtituti- 
on, and under the notion of decryine the MEANS of feli- 
ion to deſtroy the preſent form of it, if not the thing it- 
if. And no wonder the people, alway jealous of popery. 
ſhould be ſuſpicious of it here. Saua himſelf * of 
| |; are 
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it is hoped, will not ſerve to render the following 
attempt, ſomewhat of that kind, the leſs ſraſona- 
ble or neceſſary. Such an undertaking Is, in- 
deed, in ſome reſpects an invidious taſk, and at- 
tended wich ſome ſpecial difficulties and dangers, 
in our days, and indeed at all times, by whatever 
particular model it may be conſtructed. But as 
the following diſcourſes are formed upon no par- 
ty plan, they may expect to meet with a degree 
of diſapprobation from ſome of all parties. And 
yet I have not affected ſingularity, nor do T pre- 
tend to any thing very materially new. If they 
approve themſelves to the intelligent and pious, 

of whatever denomination, it is ſufficient. 2 
Ma I be allowed to adviſe the reader to for- 
bear cenſure 'till he is ripe for judgment, which 
will not be until he has carefully perufed the 
whole, and TORREY it in its ſeveral parts and de- 
then I ſhall have great oc- 
caſion to beg his candor. 

In a country, free as this is, and ever has been, 
and under providence, we truſt always w7l/ be, 
in all regards, every one enjoys an undoubted 
liberty ot publiſhing his religious ſentiments to 
the world; and the better way perhaps is, in the 
general, to fe that liberty, without thoſe 700 fre- 
quent litigations and contentions by way of the 
preſs, which are commonly attended with more 
colt than worſhip; and in which tedious and often 
wrangling method, the truth is more ſeldom 


aicertained, 
late been amongſt us, without much honor or ſucceſs. — 
He is ſaid to be a man of ſome learning, a good deal ef 
ſubti'ty, and has an intereſ to ſerve, and cautiouſly avoids 
argument for the ſupport of his cauſe ; this would be 
making uſe of means which his religion don't allow of : 
And therefore if preaching be a mean, he ſhould not 
preach, any more than diſpute, to be conſiſtent. 


Xiti 
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aſcertained; than the reader diverted {rom the 
ſubject that began the debate. In the duſt raiſed 
by diſpute, about the 4% confiderable things, in 
religion, he is apt to loſe ſight of his point, and 
attend rather to the manner of the attack, than to 
the «weight of the argument. And perhaps pride 
and popularity are too often at the bottom of ſuch | 
undertakings, But yet thoſe caſes are ſuppoſed to 
be excepted, where the chriſtian religion is itſelf 
ſtruck at, and the way paved to infidelity and li- 
bertiniſm. 

In a word, courteous reader, if God ſhall make 
me inſtrumental, in any meaſure, of recommend- 
ing chriſtianity to you, as a rational, conſiſtent 
ſcheme, worthy. of God its author, and infinitely 
intereſting and important to ſinful men; if you 
receive any light or conſolation in regard of the 
diſpenſation 2 grace, in general, as ſucceeding 
to that of nature, if any, in reference to the con- 
ſiſtence of the reward of virtue with the doctrine 
of juſtification, in the fgbt of God, by grace, with- 
out works, which are both ſo clearly and expreſly 
heldforth in the goſpel, and which has been an arti- 

cle ſo perplexing to me, till the reception of that 
light, as I truſt, from above, which I have here 
endeayoured to communicate to you Then 
let the father of lights, from whom cometh down 
every good and perfect gift, have all the glory; 
and ptay for your 0 h ſervant, in Chriſt, 
A NU 02 
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the primitive Conſtitution 


of Law and Nature. 
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Reward not reckoned of Grace, but 
of Debt. 


is intimately connected with religion and 
virtue. | 

| Rxliciox in general, is the knowledge 

and practice of truth and righteouſnefs,— a univer- 


EN. 


PART. 1. 


of * APPINESS is one chief end of man, and DIS. I. 
H WYI 


' fal conformity to the law and will of God. The Nature's. 


FOUNDATION of all religion is laid in that natural Religion. 


ſenſe mankind have of moral good and evil, and of 
the eſſential difference there is between them, which 
is what conſtitutes them capable fubjeRs of religion, 
renders them accountable to God for their actions, 
and is indeed one eminent part of their ſuperiority 
over the bruit ereation. The pisTINCTI1ON of right 
and wrong, righteouſneſs and vnrighteouſneſs, is 
founded in N&FURE, and like the Gop of nature 


„ immutable and eternal. The consrrrvrioN 


B ok 
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2 Nature's Conſtitution, 


DIS. I. of nature, both in the moral and material ſyſtems 
of it, is pivine, and the laws that obtain in the 
univerſe, are therefore God's laws; Every rea- 
ſonable nature, is the ſubject of the law of reaſon : 
and a conſciouſneſs of the general nature and obli- 3 
gation of this law, is inſeparable from rational re- 8 
flection in all moral beings. Theſe natural laws 
and rules of morality, being the legiſlation, and 

ſuppoſing the exiſtence of the deity, are therefore 1 
the PRINCIPLES of natural religion and virtue: and 5 
the acknowledgment of theſe principles, and the $ 
correſpondent practice of righteouſneſs and piety, 
is the RELIGION OF NATURE itſelf, This is the 
religon of angels, and all holy intelligences, and 
muſt be of every reaſonable creature in heaven and 
earth, to whom religion is compatible at all ; but 
not excluſive of any ſpecial notices or ſupernatural 
revelation of the divine will, which, in a greater or 
leſs degree, perhaps, are common to all intellectual 
beings. This was the religion of paradiſe & innocence, 
and obtains ſince the apoſtacy, in a leſs perfect 
depree, anſwerable to the corruption of human na- 
ture, under all diſpenſations, in all ages and nations.“ 


This 


* For the ſake of thoſe, who may be not ſo well ſatisfied with 
what is ſaid here and in other places of theſe ſermons con- 
cerning natural Religion, who can neither believe or conceive 

any thing about it, and with whom good authorities have 
great weight and influence, and may convince where res ſon 
alone, proves inſufficient, 1 have ſubjoined a paragraph from 
a ſermon, preached not long ſince, by theRev and agedMr. 
Peter Clarke of Danvers, in the Chapel of Harvard College 
in Cambridge, —a valuable Diſcourſe P. 1. ** The ſubject 
that lies before me to be treated of, according to the me- 
thod directed to by the honourable, learned and pious Foun- 
der of this LeQure, is that of natural Religion: And that 
which is commonly ſo called {though yarivuſly ned by 

carncd 1 


5 


and Adam's Covenant. 5 


Tuts law and conſtitution of nature, is the crea- DIS. I. 
tor's implicit covenant with all his reaſonable crea- ,yu 
tures. . The great author of their reſpective beings Nature's 
and moral powers, who in this way ſignifies his Corcnaat, 
will towards them, and impoſes that righteous ho- 
mage, duty and obedience, which he has made 

FX B 2 them 


learned men) I apprehend to conſiſt in ſuch laws or rules of 
moral conduct, as are founded on deductions from princi- 
ples of meer natural reaſon, relative to Divinity and Mora 
lity, without the aids of any ſupernatural revelation. This 
is natural religion in Theory. The practice of it conſiſts 
in the due obſervance of theſe rules. It is the excellency 
of natural religion, that it hath its foundation in the rational 
nature of man, and is therefore (table, fixed and iodiſpenſa- 
ble, and no more capable of variation or change, than the t 
reaſon of man, and the relation he bears to his maker, as 
his creature, ſubject and ſervant ; it is fundameatal to all 
civil order, the welfare of focicty, and laws of government, 
all the laws and precepts of it being conſonant to eternal 
truth and equity. . 
NeveRTHELESS, if we conſider it with reſpe& to the great 
end of all religion, the guiding men to God, as their ulti- 
mate, ſupreme happineſs, it muſt be confeſs d, that the 
meer religion of nature, which was calculated for a ſtate of 
innocent uncorrupt nature, and gould ſerve to this end only 
in ſuch a ſlate, is now, iv the preſeat degenerate ſlate of 
mankind, in many reſpects defeQive, and inſufficient to con- 
duct him to his great end; and needs the ſupply of ſuch 
helps, means and advantages, as the ſcripture revelation fur- 
niſhes us with 
YET the preaching of natural Religion is highly uſeful to a 
chriſtian aſſembly, in reſpe& both of its excellencies and 
deficiencies. In the former reſpect —as it is adopted into 
the chriſtian ſyſtem, and makes a conſiderable part of it, 
even the whole of the chriitian morality ; and it is for the 
honour and commendation of our holy chriſtian religion, 
above all other religions in the world. that it is allow'd to 
be the higheſt and beſt improvement of the religion of nature, 
as it comprehends and en joins the precepts of the natural 
taw, in he fulleſt extent and pertetion, and ſeitles the 
* | | prattice 
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-— Nature's Conftitution, 
DIS. I. them capable of pertvrming, and which is all that 


their natures are capable of, in their ſeveral cir- 

8 cumſtances and d TK of perfection, does herein 
virtually inſure 12 promiſe, as the reward of their 
perſevering innocence and righteouſneſs, the con- 
tinuance of that being and happineſs they poſſeſs, 
and any further advancements, that his infinite wil- 
dom and goodneſs ſhall ſee fit. 

Tris was the divine tranſaction with our firſt 
father Adam, in the day that God created him 
upright in his own image. And the threatning of 
death, as the puniſhment of the tranſgreſſion of a2 
certain poſitive revealed precept, the fiiteſt teſt, on 
many accounts, of his fidelity in them circumſtances, 
ſhews the aſſurance he had of happineſs and Im- 
mortality, as the condition of his ftedfaſt and uni- 2 
verſal obedience to the law of God and nature. 4 

Ab it is owing to the benefit of ſuch a fæderal ; 
tranſaction and conſtitution that any creature can 
merit, or deſerve any recompenſe for his ſervices, 
at the hands of his maker, in a way that ſhall exclude 

Merit not Grace, and ſo as to be able to found a natural claim 
abſolute. thereupon, to the continuance of his being, or his 


happineſs. | 
c All 


practice of them on right grounds, And in the latter 
reſpe& (viz of its deficiencies) as it ſhews us how ſcaſona- 
bly the chriſtian revelation comes in to our ſuccour, where 
natural light fails, and how aptly it correſponds to the prin- 
ciples of uncorrupt reaſon, and receives light and confirma- 
tion from them ; and how happily it falls in with and 
crowns the wiſhes and expectations of nature in the viſeſt 
and beſt of men.” He afterwards ſhews, ** that there is 
matter of duty expected and required of man, purely as he 
is a rcaſonablecreature.” And that God oy reaſon 


to man, not only as a light to diſcover his dut him, but 
to have the force of a Jaw, divigely impoſed, With proper 
lations, to bind his duty upon him, 


and Adam's Covenant. 


ALI. ſtrict and abſolute merit is inconſiſtent with DIS. I. 
the condition of dependant creatures of every cha. 
racter and degree of 1 But in this u- but only 


liſied ſenſe, the ſinle 6 
holy beings, is accounted meritorious. And thus 
the reward of immortality to the perſevering obe- 
dience, rectitude and perfection of our firſt parents, 
wou'd have been of debt, in contradiſtinction to a 
reward of grace, which takes place upon the 
foot of a different diſpenſation. « To him that 
worketh” according to the law of nature and a 
genuine covenant of works, rendering to God his 
due, the reward is of debt, and therefore cannot 
be by Grace, according to the Goſpel. Such a 
worker ſtands juſtiſied upon the plan of pure nature 
and law, forasmuch as reaſon and nature can de- 
mand no more. And tho' it is no gain to the Al- 
mighty when we make our way perfect, and the 
ſervices of the moſt exalted creature cannot be 
really profitable to God, yet under theſe circum- 
ſtances, the recompenſe aſſigned may be ſtil'd rhe 
proper wages of his righteouſnels. 

Tua this is the ſenſe of the text, appears from 
the Apoſtle's own reaſoning. His fubject is juſtih- 
cation before God; which he argues the Gentiles 
were equally capable of with the Jews; for he has 
before prov'd that they were loſt under (in and the 
condemnation of the common law of God and 
nature, of which they were all tranſgreſſors. The 
juſtification of Abraham is the inſtance under im- 
mediate conſideration. And the queſtion is. whether 
the Patriarch was juſtified by works in the way of 
law, or by grace tho? faith in the way of the goſpel. 
It is ſuppos d in the beginning of this chapter, that 
the Jews to whom che Apoſtle wrote, wou'd maintain 


B 3 that 


$ obedience of perfect and praftional. 


The Text 
explain'd. 


* 


6 
DIS. I. 


Jultificati- 


on in diſſe- 
rent views 


Nature's Conſtitution, 
chat their father Abraham was juſtified by works 


ud the law of circumciſion, in which they plac'd 


the greateſt confidence, as being the diſtinguiſhing 
mark of the divine favor to them. © What ſhall 
we ſay then, that Abraham, our father, as pertain- 


ing to the fleſh hath found?“ Shall we ſay with 


the Jews in reference to the point before us, that 
he hath found acceptance with God, and obtain'd 
juſtification before him, by the law & circumciſion ? 
No, by no means. For if Abraham were juſti- 
fied by works, he hath whereof to glory but not 
before Gor.” Although in ſome hor view, the 
holy Patriarch might have occaſion of glorying in 
regard of his works and obedience to the law and 
covenant of his God, in conſequence of his ac- 
ceptance to divine favor ; yet that he had no cauſe 
of glory in any works, . as the ground of ſuch his 
juſtification and acceptance in the ſight of God, is 
manifeſt from many conſiderations. Theſe the 
Apoſtle proceeds to mention in the following verſes, 
and argues the point from the doctrine of the ancient 
{criptures, and the date of the law of circumciſion. 
Bur it is obſervable, that in ſome ſenſe or other, 
the Patriarch moſt certainly was juſtified by works 
(if the Apoſtles of our Lord are conſiſtent) tho? not 
as directly ſtanding at the bar of God the ſupream 
lawgiver, where no living ſinner can be juſtified 


upon the bottom of his own defective righteouſneſs; 


for St. James aſſures us, that Abraham and Rahab 


Jam. 2. 24 both were juſtified by works, and ſays, © Ye ſee 


how that by works a man is juſtified, and not b 
faith only.” And it is undeniable fact, that in ſome 
light and view, the piety and righteouſneſs of the 
ſaints is a ground of their rejoicing and glorying, 
« This is our rejoicing or glorying, as the original 
word 


and Adam's Covenant. 


word ſignifies, the teſtimony of our conſcience, that DIS. I 
in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity we have had our Ay 
converſation in the world. But let every man 2 Cor. 1. 
prove his own work, and then ſhall he have rejoic- 12. 

ing, gloryirg, in himſelf alone, and not in another.“ Gal. 6. 4. 


Bur this notwithſtanding, at the bar of God the 
father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great author 
of nature and her holy unchangeable Jaws, and 
who is reconciling this hoſtile guilty world to him- 
{elf by the death of hisSon the divine peace-maker ; 
in the ſight of God, I fay, view'd under this cha- 
racter, all boaſting is univerſally & forever excluded. 
T here, neither faithful Abraham, or the great Apoſ- 
tle, have any rejoicing, glorying, boaſting * in their 
own works; for there every mouth is ſtopped, and 
the whole world is become guilty before God, 
being Juſtified only by his grace freely, thro' the 
redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus. 

In reference to Abraham, the Apoſtle goes on 
in the third verſe to obſerve from the ancient ſcrip- 
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* The unlearned reader may be informed, that what is war {- 
lated theſe three ſeveral ways re/-icing, glorying. boaſting, 
is the Tame word in the original. The ſame Greek word 
that is uſed in Rom. 3 27 Where is boaſting then ? It is 
excluded! is uſed likewiſe in 2 Car. 1. 12. Our re- 
Jjoicing is this the teſlimony of our conſcience,” &. Nor 
is it different in Fph 2 9 Not of works, leſt any man 
ſhould boat.“ So that this Kauche fir, however tranſlated. 
is rejected and diſallow'd by the apoltle in one vie w. and 
yet is countenanc'd and allow'd in another. Where works 
are wholly out of the queſtion, and have no band in juſtiſi- 
cation, as in the finners firſt acceptance to divine favor, all 
glorying is excluded: Not ſo, where works come into any 
conſideration, as in the future judgment, and in that view 
of juſtification, which is ſaid to be by works, according io 
work, &c. If the excluſion of all works is the reaſon that 
all glorying is excluded, then wheres works art rot wholly 
excluded, glory iug is not. 
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Nature's Conſtitution, 


tures, that inſtead of working out his juſtification, 
he believed in God, and it was counted unto 
him for righteouſneſs.” So far forth therefore as 
faith and works, and the ſeveral ways of juſtifica- 
tion upon the foot of nature and of grace are dif- 
ferent from each otter, ſo far was Abraham from 
being juſtified by works. And how great and ef- 
ſential this difference is, the Apoſtle proceeds to 
ſhew in our text and the following verſes. * Now 
to him that worketh, is the reward not reckon'd of 
grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted for righteouſneſs.“ The dif- 
ference is the ſame as between working and not 
working, between being accepted of God by works, 
and without works. . 

AnD this the Apoſtle obſerves in the following 
verſe, is agreable to king David's account of the 
{ſame matter, when he celebrates the bleſſedneſs of 
the man unto whom God impureth righteouſneſs 
without works, faying ' bleſſed are they whoſe 
iniquities are forgiven, and whoſe (ins are covered. 
Bleſſed is the man to whom the Lord will not im- 
pure (in.” The non- imputation of fin and free 
remiſſion of it, in the goſpel way of grace, thro? 
faith, involves and implies the whole of juſtifica- 
tion under the preſent conſideration of it. 

Bur then as a further demonſtration, that Abra- 
ham, the great example of acceptance with God, 
in reference to all other ſinners, was juſtified by 


faitb, thro? the imputation of righteouſneſs without 


works, and not in the way of law, and obedience 


to the covenant of circumciſion, as the Jews vain- 


gloriouſly pretended, and ſtrenuouſſy infiſted ; ro 
eſtabliſh this point, I ſay, and utterly demoliſh the 
| | 8 | whole 


rr 


law. For the promiſe that he ſhould be the heir 


and Adam's Covenant. 


whole ground of theſe ſuperſtitious pretences, the DIS, J. 
Apoſtle ſhews jn the next place, that the Patriarch 1 


was juſtified by grace in the ſight of God, long be- 
fore the law of circumciſion had a being. To this 
end he interrogares at the gth verſe, ſaying, 
i cometh this bleſſedneſs then upon the circumciſi- 
on only, or upon the uncircumciſion alſo? For we 
fay that faith was reckon'd to Abraham for righte- 


ouſneſs. How was it then reckon'd ? when he 


was in circumciſion, or in uncircumciſion? not in 
circumciſion, but in uncircumcifion.” Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted to him for righ- 
teouſneſs, as the Apoſtle before obſerv'd, from 
Gen. 15. 6. many years before he was circumciſed, 
or had that carnal obedience impoſed upon him and 
upon his poſterity. This imputation of faith for 
righteouſneſs, above mentioned, was before the 


birth of Ifrael, when Abraham was but eighty (ix 


years old, and probably long before this he was 


firſt juſtzfted & received to divine favor thro? faith, 


but now when God gave him the covenant of cir- 
cumciſion he was ninety nine years old. Compare 
the laſt v. of the 16th chap. with the firſt v. of 
the 17th. And Abraham's circumciſion, which 
happen'd fo long after his juſtification, the Apoſtle 
obſerves in the 1tth v. was only a ſeal and confir- 
mation of his former acceptance with God, thro' 
faith. And with great propriety and pertinence, in 


the following verſes, he notifies his countrymen 1 blet 
that this matter was ſo order'd in Providence, that it ſing come 
might plainly appear that he was conſtituted the upon the 
father of the believing and faithful, whether cir- Gentiles, 


cumciſed or uncircumeiſed, whether Jews or Gen- 
tiles, whether living before, or under or after the 


of 
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of the world, was not to Abraham or his ſeed, thro? 
the law, but thro* the righteouſneſs of faith.” 
Is he the God of the Jews only? Is he not alſo 
of the Gentiles ? yes of the Gentiles alſo : ſeeing 
it is one God which fhall juſtify the circumciſion 
by faith, and uncircumciſion thro' faith.” That 
is, who ſhall juſtify both Jews and Gentiles, as he 
did Abraham, by faith, without works and obedi- 
ence to the law of circumciſion, or of Moſes. 

So that the right of believing Gentiles to the 
bleſſing of Abraham, as his ſpiritual heirs, is clearly 
eſtabliſn'd. And indeed, to convince the biggotted 
Jews that the Gentiles were equally comprehended 


with themſelves, in the Abrahamic covenant, and 


alike capable of juſtification and acceptance with 
God, thro? faith; is a great point the Apoſtle has in 
view, among others, in this epiſtle, and to which 
many of his reaſonings are directed. And another 
grand point, ſubſervient to this, is to eſtabliſh the 
molt important doctrine of the ſinner's juſtification 
in the fight of God, the father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in a way of grace, thro” faith in his blood, 
in oppoſition to a covenant of law and works, ac- 
cording to which no fleſh can be juttified. 

Bur if after all it ſhould be ſaid, that the ful- 
filment of any covenant-condition, tho“ it be not 
ſtrictly according to nature and law, renders the 
reward a matter of debt and righteouſneſs to the 
performer ; and that the Apoſtle has no reference 
to the * conſtitution, but is only conſidering 
how that Abraham the father of believers# was 
juſtified before God, by faith, thro? grace, without 
prior obedience to any particular law or diſpenſa- 
tion, ſuch as circumciſion or the like, which might 
render the reward a matter of debt to him ; it 


might 
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and Adam's Covenant. 


might be replied thus, that althq; fo him that work- DIS. I. 
eth in any covenant, ſo as truly to perform the (A 


condition of it, whatever that condition be, the 


reward becomes due by promiſe, yet it will not 


follow, that under any and every kind of diſpenſa- 
tion, the reward will be of debt or merit, in ſuch a 
{ſenſe as to exclude grace, which is the doctrine of 
the text : Surely nothing ſhort of performing the 
full condition of Jaw and nature, can come up to 
this. And not only fo, but what fpecial covenant 
or diſpenſation of law and works was Abraham 
under, before his faith and juſtification ? ſurely 
none : none but the general law of nature, like 
other ungodly Gentifes, who with him, are juſtifi- 
ed by faith. And to ſuppoſe otherwiſe, or that by 
him that worketh”” the Apoſtle means him that 
worketh according to the law of circumciſion, or 
any peculiar diſpenſation, wou'd not agree with the 
general drift of his reaſoning. Ir is not meerly the 
law of circumciſion, but that of nature, the common 
law of all nations, that the Apoſtle excludes from 
juſtifying in the fight of nature's God. Circumci- 
fon and the law in general, are expreſly diſtinguiſh'd 
from each other, Chap. 2. v. 25. © For circumci- 
ſion verily profiteth, if thou keep the Lazy : but 
if thou be a breaker of the Lau, thy circumciſion 
is made uncircumciſion.“ | 

Ovx preſent buſineſs is with the original cove- 
nant and diſpenſation of Jaw and nature, its reality, 
conſtitution, condition, 1ecompence, as held forth in 
theſe words, Now to him that worketh, is the 


reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.“ Forks 
and Debt, on the one hand, and Faith and Grace tween Na- 
on the other, go together and ſtand connected and ture and 
related in the divine diſpenſations. And not only Grace. 


ſo, 
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ſo, but a Rewardis reckoned, or placed to the ac- 
count of him Hat worketh in the legal way: 


whereas Righteatſne/5 is reckoned or placed to the 
account of him that believeth in the gracious way. 


The office of faith is to juſtify the Sinner, to give 
him peace with God, and a title to the reward laid 
up in the promiſes, that are afar off: But in regard 
of the Sinle/s, whoſe. works are according to law 
and nature, a preſent reward ſeems to be their 
righteous portion. In the method of nature and a 
genuine covenant of works, the reward due to 


righteouſneſs, is the poſſeſſion of the righteous man: 
In the method of grace, faith and juſtification have 


reference to a future unſeen good, and point to a 


promiſe and hope that is laid up for us in Heaven. 


= 


Titles of 
the Cave- 


Bur this may poſſibly be touch'd upon again 
under the Dactrine, which is as follows, 


Tuar according to the primitive covenant ef 
works and law of nature, the reward of life and 


immortality is reckon'd ar placed to the account of 


the obedient, as a matter of debt, pot of grace. 
To prevent confuſion in our ideas of the cove- 
nants, and help us to clear apprehenſions of the ſe- 
veral diyine diſpenſations, it is uſual and neceſſary 
to diſtinguiſh them by ſeveral names and titles, 
which are commonly taken from their natures au- 
thors, dates, peculiar properties, or perſons imme- 
diately concern'd in them, as the covenant of grace, 
wh.ch is a general character, diſtinguiſhing the ſub- 
ſequent diſpenſation from that which preceded the 
apoſtacy : The Covenant of Redemption, the Abra- 
bamio Covenant, the Firſt and Second, Old and 


New Covenants, the Moſaic and Chriſtian, the 


7 


Covenant of Works, &c. Theſe are ſeveral of them 
the ſame covenant, expreſs'd by different names ; 
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and Adam's Covenant. 


for inſtance; the law or covenant of Moſes is ſome- DIS. I. 


times call'd the old covenant, the firſt covenant 
and covenant of works; which is owing to its 
being view'd in diflerent relations and reſpects. 
Uninſpir'd writers indeed have taken the liberty, 


in treating of the covenants, to give the titles of 
firſt and old, and covenant of works, without any 


note of diſtinction, to the primitive diſpenfation of 
innocence; and fometimes to conſider the general 
diſpenſation of mercy that took place upon the 
apoſtacy, under the character of the new and ſe- 
cond covenant, And truly very various have been 
the forms in which mankind have view'd theſe 
matters. The better way, is doubtleſs to keep 
as near to to the phraſcology of the holy ſcriptures 
as may be with convenience. The covenant we 
are now more eſpecially concern'd with may be 
charactetiz d, Adam's covenant, or the diſpenſation 
of nature and law, tl. covenant of innocence, of 
paradife, &c. It is alſo truly and properly the firſt 
and old covenant, and covenant of works, when 

view'd 


* A Flavel can tell us that. Gob and Man,” are the ſæde - 
rates in the covenant of grace. An Er/ſiine can tell us that 
the parties of the covenant of grace are not Gop and 
Man, but Gov and Cugis vr; and the believer is no other - 
wiſe a party, but in Chriſt.” And a Hervey can very 
nearly agree with him herein. A Bo/ton can conſider the 
gracious diſpenſation in general, under the character of the 
covenant of redemption. And to mention no more, a fifth 
perſon can diſregard and neglet the covenant under that 
title and view, if not make it the ſubject of his fc:ff and 
railery A tho' theſe phraſes, coveram of grace ard cove- 
nant of redeaption, may not be the very expreſſions of 
ſcripture ; yet it may poſſibly appear in the following Dif- 
cout ſes. that there is a juſt and reaſonable foundation for 
theſe diſtinctions, as well as others, in the very words of te- 
velatioa. 


N 
| 
N 
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DIS. I. view'd in relation to the following general diſpen- | 


Nature's Conſtitution, 


fation of grace and merey in Chriſt Jeſus, which 


took place upon the apoſtacy. But then rightly 


and clearly to diſtinguiſh this Adamic covenant and 


diſpenſaton,from the law of Moſes, which has theſe 


expreſs appellations given it in theNew-Teſtament, 
{ome epithet or certain token of diſcrimination 
ought to be made ute of, ſuch as original, primi- 
tive. or the like, and the neglect of it, often creates 
perplexity in perſons minds, about theſe things, and 
they are apt to confound one diſpenſation with 
another. But to return, 

I. Tu reality of ſuch a covenant as we have 
under conſideration, might be argu'd, both from 
reaſon and facts. To begin with the firſt, 

Tux reaſonable moral nature of every creature 
of God, ſuppoſes ſuch a conſtitution as we call a 
covenant, in relation to the creator and the creature. 
The very knowledge of moral obligations and the 
capacity for obedience, renders the moral agent ac- 
countable for his actions. As nature's Jaw is God's 
law, ſo the natural ſanction of that law are his 
favor or diſpleaſure. The divine laws were enacted 
and impoſed that they might be obey*d, and there- 
fore rewards and penalties muſt be ſuppos'd to be 
annexed to enforce them, otherwiſe they have no 
force at all. So that the great author of nature 
ſeems virtually to ſtrike ſuch a covenant as this, in 
the natural way, with all his reaſonable creatures, 
from the firſt moment of their exiſtence as moral 
agents, viz. Conformity to the law of your na- 
tures and the manifeſtations of the divine will, hall 
ſecure my favor, protection and bleſſing: Diſobe- 
dience to the ſame, ſhall expoſe you to the unhappy 
effects of my anger and reſentment.” The inno- 
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cent happy creature already underſtands and enjoys DIS. I. 
the benefit and reward of obedience : But the 


knowledge of any particular puniſhment of tranſ- 
greſſion, depends upon a divine revelation and an 
expreſs threatning. Again, all juſt government, 
in the very nature of it, involves the idea of a co- 
venant. He that impoſes Jaws and requires obedi- 
ence, implicitly promiſes protection in well doing : 
—and the hope and claim of this protection, ſup- 
E a voluntary ſubjection to the authority and 


aws of the ſlate. And as the very reaſon of 


puniſhment implies a benefit in obedience, ſo upon 
this benefit, is grounded the righteouſneſs of thoſe 
laws that puniſh tranſgreſſors. The divine provi- 


| dence and government therefore being allow'd and 


taken for granted, ſuch an implicit fæderal conſti- 
rution is the natural and neceſſary conſequence of it. 

Tux ſame may be argu'd from the paternal 
character of the Deity. For the relation of father 
ſuppoſes children; and fo the holy ſcriptures repre- 
ſent Gop, as the father of the univerſe, and the 
world as his great family, in which therefore laws 
and orders, diſcipline, duty and recompences are 
ſuppos'd to obtain. But a due attention to the 


thing, will convince any one, that a virtual agree- 


ment, and compact, ſprings out of the very nature 
of ſuch a domeſtic ſociety. The name and title 
of father, carries in the very notion of it the ob- 
ligation of care, defence, ſupport and tenderneſs ; 
as that of children does, the obligation of duty, 
obedience, love, 
Tut rolation of maſter and ſervant, implies in 
a meaſure, the ſame thing; and moreover, that 
which anſwers to a mutual indentcd obligation be- 
tween them. But we know that all are ſervants 
to 


From Go- 
Vernmcnt, 


From di- 
viac Titles 


— ). . — 


—— 
—— 


d l 


i} 
\ 


* — —  - p 
— - 
* 


16 


DIS. J. 


Nature's Conſtitution, 


is Goa; and eminently ſo, thoſe whom he has en- 


du'd with reafon and moral capacities. 4 
IE title and cbarader of God, as judge of 
the moral world, firongly indicates the ſame thing. 
For the proper office of judge is to diſpenſe re- 
wards and puniſhments according to chataRers and 
deſerts ; which muſt ſuppoſe the prior exiſtence of 


| promiſes and menaces, in relation to moral actions, 


From 
8 cripture. 


Gen. 3. 3. 


and a covenant - conſtitution before, and all along 
{ubſiſting. Such a covenant of law and nature, 
might be reaſon'd alſo from the holineſs, juſtice, 
wiſdom of God, and his moral character in general. 


Bur to proceed to fas. We have a partieu- 


lar clauſe of a covenant-tranſaction, with Adam in 
the creation, recorded by Moſes. * But of the 
fruit of the tree which is in the midſt of the gar- 
den, Gop hath ſaid that ye ſhall not eat of it, hei- 
ther ſhall ye touch it leſt ye die.” As the counter 
part of which threatning, it will be granted, that in 
caſe he had not eaten of this prohibited mortal fruit, 
he would have liv'd forever, or been immortal. 
And of this Adam might have an explicit revealed 
promiſe, as well as a natural aſſurance. Indeed the 
very denunciation of death in the one caſe, was 4 
virtual promiſe of immortality in the other 
For not to die is to be immortal. And therefore, 
tho? we do not read in ſo many words, of a covenant 
made with Adam, in innocence, yet here are the 
eſſential parts of ſuch a conſtitution, between God 
and him : for the confent of Adam in the caſe, 
muſt in all reaſon, be ſuppoſed and underſtood, 
from the advantageouſneſs of the propoſal, the 
fitneſs of the condition, and the characters of the 
creator and creature, So that here is the thing, 
tho” there be not the name, Indeed ſome read that 
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and Adam's Covenant. 


in Hoſea, ch. 6.7. But they like Adam have DIS. I. 


tranſgreſſed the covenant : there have they dealt 


treacherouſly againſt me.” And fo it is render d 


in the margin. 

And yet it is not pretended, when we ſpeak of 
a covenant ſubſiſting between God and man, that it 
every way reſembles a tranſaction of that kind among 
men, who have commonly a mutual dependance 
upon each other, and are capable of receiving read 
benefits or wrongs from one another. 


To the preſent purpoſe are the words of Mr. 


Stackbouſe, ** And as God's tranſactions with us, P. 277. 
are not ſo ſtrictly and properly a covenant, ſo neither Body 


are they ſtrictly and properly a law, tho they are V 
frequently call'd the l of works, and the {aw of 


faith, For God does not deal with us out of ab- 


ſolute foverergnty, but is graciouſly pleaſed to ob- 
lige himſelf to us by promiſe, which belongs not 
to a Sovereign, as ſuch, but has ſome reſemblance 
of a covenant : So that the agreement, which God 
has made with man, is not meerly a law, nor meerly 
a covenant, but in ſome meaſure partakes of both : 
Inſomuch that if God had only ſaid, ds this, with- 
out adding, thou /hall live, this had not been a 
covenant but a law; and if he had only ſaid, thou 


halt live, without adding, do this, this had not 


been a covenant, but a promiſe : So that removing 
the condition, we make it a ſimple promiſe; and 
removing the promiſe, we make it an abſolute law: 
But ſince both theſe are found in the contract, it is 
both a covenant and a law, tho' both in a larger 
acceptation ; and accordingly, in ſcripture, is in- 

differently us'd under either denomination.” 
Ax the doctrine and dictate of nature in a mea- 
ſure coincides and correſponds with this. That 
C ſame 


_ Nature's Conſtitution, 2 
DIS; I. {ame reaſon which ſuggeſts a law, ſuggeſts alſo a 


r recompenſe to reaſonsble creatures. Nor is it 
| more certain, that Gop 1s, than that he is the re- 
warder of ſuch as diligently ſeek him. 4 
Bur how does it appear that this Paradifaical or 
Adamical covenant had any relation to the Jaw of © 
nature, or was any more than a meer poſitive re- 
vealed thing, reſpecting only this ſingle inſtance 
of his obedience and diſobedience ? Becauſe to 
ſuppoſe this, wou'd, I think, be quite unna- 
tural, repugnant to the reaſon of things, to the 
perfections of God, and the moral character of 
reaſonable beings. For the natural law, is not leſs 5 
the law of God, than any poſitive revealed pre- 
cept, yea, it is more intrinſically excellent, and 2 
equally binding upon all the rational world. It 
cannot be ſuppos'd, that man, under that covenant, 
cou'd have wilfully broke the Jaw, in any inſtance, 
with impunity : any ſuch deviation from the law of 
his nature muſt have incur'd the diſpleaſure of his 
maker, and render'd him accurſed. If diſobedi- 
ence to a poſitive injunction, was a crime worthy 
of death, ſurely an infraction of the original un- 
changeable law of nature, impos'd on man for his 
everlaſting obedience, cou'd not be leſs fatal in 
its conſequences. Poſitive duties, indeed are to | 
give way to moral precepts. 8 
t Bor moreover, is it not very certain that any 
= kind of known wilful vice, in ſuch a ſituation, muſt 
wholly ruin the character, debauch the heart, and 
ſubject the unhappy depraved ſinner, in ſome form 
or other, to the anger of his maker? And what- 
ever the poſitive puniſhment may be that the of- l 
fended lawgiver ſees good to inflict, yet how can it 
be otherwiſe, than that the tranſgreſſor, ſhould be- 
come 
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come ſpiritually dead, and alienated from Gon DIS. I. 


bedience ? Nothing but revelation, perhaps, cou'd 
teach the firſt ſinners, that natural death wou'd be 
the certain wages of ſin. But the reaſon of the 
thing, as well as the change of the original conſti- 
tution, inte a diſpenſation of grace, in favor of the 
naked trembling apoſtates, ſhews the ruinous na- 
ture of all diſobedience under that covenant. The 
vitiated creature may be recover*d to righteouſneſs 
thro* the divine favor, as the event proves, not, 
it ſeems, upon the foundation of law and nature, 
but in the way of a merciful interpoſition, even 
thro? the powerful grace of that divine Prince and 
Saviour, whom God the father has exalted at his 
own right hand, to give repentance and remiſſion 
of ſins.“ | | 

Bur wherefore then, it may be aſk'd, was a poſi- 
tive precept made the teſt of man's obedience in 
the garden of Eden, and not ſome natural law, or 
rather the moral law in general ? 

To this it may be reply'd, that the whole moral 


law was the rule of man's obedience, and therefore 


was in general the teſt and trial of his loyalty and 
diſloyalty, and his juſtification and condemnation, 
before God, had reſpect to this whole law. Bur 
conlider'd as an inhabitant of Paradiſe+, this ſpe- 
cial poſitive inſtance of trial was more fit and agre- 
able: For to ſay nothing of the peculiar natural 
qualities of that prohibited tree, or of the tree of 
life, this was the molt ſenſible ſignificant token of 
God's ſovereignity over man, and his ſubjection to 
the great Lord of the world, whoſe tenant he was, 
and to whom, as from the ſubje& to the prince, 

C 2 {uch 


See Batcs's Harmony, P. 19. 


from the firſt moment of his rebellion and diſo- (Ay 
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DIS. I. ſuch an acknowledgment ſhould be made, It was 
WA likewiſe a trial of man's duty and obedience, in a 


matter of meer authority, where nature had no 
voice, and fo the Sovereign's pleaſure was the only 
reaſon, with regard to man, of the ſelf-denial re- 

vir'd : And it was ſomething, which, at the ſame 


time, that it taught them implicit ſubjection to the | 


Lord of nature, it inſtructed them alſo to ſubje& 
the appetites and lower powers, to their great maſter 
reaſon, not indulging to a vain and impious curio- 
ſity, or a ſenſual pode, and that carnal mind, 
which is enmity againſt God. 

FinaLLy, upon ſuppoſition then, that ſuch a 
covenant diſpenſation did take place in the creation, 
and that the covenant was violated, in the ſpecial 
inſtance of man's trial, we ſee how the threaten'd 
penalty was actually inflifted with regard to Adam, 


who died in leſs than a thouſand years, and a 


thouſand years with the Lord is as one day, and 
that he in fat became mortal, and was bro't under 
the power of death, from the very inſtant of his 
tranſgreſſion, and that death has reigned ever ſince 
over all the human race, and the threaten'd curſe 
has deſcended down to a thouſand generations. 
And we find, in the holy ſcriptures, that the general 
mortality of the human ſpecies, to ſay nothing of 


the univerſality of their wickednels, is reſolved into 
the fin of Adam, who in his public capacity was 


the figure of him that was to come. © By one 
man's offence, death reigned by one.” In Adam 


all die.” By one man fin enter'd into the world, 


and death by fin,” The event at leaſt, proves the 
connection of, Adam and his offspring in this affair, 


and ſhews that mankind univerſally were intereſted. 


and concern'd in this divine tranſaction with their 


&lt father. | THE 
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quality and circumſtances of the contracting parties. 


But in the general nature of it, a covenant may be Senat 
ſaid to be an agreement, or mutual contract, between in general. 


two parties, either expreſs d or plainly implied, in 
which one engages and ſtipulates, to beſtow a reward 
or recompenſe upon the other, in conſideration of 
the performance of ſome ſer vice and duty, which 
that other agrees and ſtipulates to perform, as the 
condition of ſuch recompenſe. And it is always 
to be underſtood chat the condition is practicable 
by the party covenanting, and that the reward, is 
at leaſt equal to the ſervice, and as much ſuperior 
as the promiſer pleaſes. A covenant likewiſe, of- 
tentimes, and in the preſent view of it, implies a 
threatning and penalty in caſe of failure, in re- 
gard of the condition requir'd, as well as forteiture 
of the reward promiſed. In ſhort, a covenant, 
as we now conſider it, ſuppoſes two parties, and 
conſiſts of two parts, a promiſe and a condition, 
and in caſe of negle& and non-performance, upon 
the ſide of the inferior, a threatning and puniſh- 
ment. And when it ſo happens, that one party is 
greatly ſuperior to the other, and the minor under 
prior obligations, in point of duty, to perform the 
ſervice required, and ſuch ſervice, is both reaſona- 
ble in itſelf, and in no meaſure an equivalent for 
the reward promis'd, in this caſe, the expreſs con- 
{ſent of the minor party, is not neceſſary to the 
eſſence of the covenant, but is ſuppos'd and taken 
for granted, and the propoſal or promiſe of the ſu- 
perior, immediately paſſes into a law and covenant, 
in regard of the minor. Thus it is between parents 


C 3 and 


HE nature and conſtitution of the primitive N 
covenant is to be conſidered. Covenants DIS, I. 
are of various kinds, according to the character, pa II. 
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and children, maſters and ſervants, princes and 
people: and thus eſpecially it is in regard of the 
great God and his dependent creatures, Obedi- 
ence to the divine laws is always and indiſpenſibly 
the creature's duty, and yet is no equivalent for 
the bleſſing enjoy'd or promis'd. When therefore 
the glorious Jehovah, who is our father, maſter and 
king, ſees fit to propoſe and inſure, either expreſly 
or implicitly, any recempenſe, preſent or future, 
to the ſervices of his unprofitable creatures, it 
mult be a matter f grace, and can't be ſuppos'd 
to be otherwiſe, all things conſider'd, than reaſo- 
nable and advantageous on the part of the crea- 
ture; and whether he expre/ly conſent or not, yet 
his conſent is implied, and ſuch tranſaction, is to 
all intents a law and covenant, and both the faith- 
ful and unfaithful, the loyal and diſobedient, ſhall 
receive a juſt recompenſe of reward. 

ACCORDINGLY, God having formed man out of 
the duſt of the earth, and wrote his law with his 
own fingure, upon the table of his heart, and ſub- 
jected him to his authority and government, Adam 
was no longer left at liberty, whether to negle& or 
obey that law, and the authority that enjoin'd it. 
Obedience to nature's law, and his maſter's will, 
is henceforth the duty of man, and inſeperably 
connected with bis happineſs : and his . may 
reaſonably be ſuppos'd, as the conſequence of his 
diſobedience; altho', an innocent perfect creature, 
cannot be tho't to have very clear and diſtin& 
norions of evil, either moral or penal. 

Bur then over and above this conſtitution of 
pure nature, God was pleas'd as before obſerv'd, 
to add a ſpecial poſitive precept, in a ſovereign way, 


to which life and death were exprelly annexc, to 


ſhew 
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ſhew man that intire and univerſal obedience to the DIS. I. 
divine will, not only in regard of the moral eter- pa 1x. 
nal laws of nature, but of all ritual, (and to him) I, 


arbitrary injunctions, was the expectation of Heaven 
concerning him in his preſent perfect and happy 
ſtate, and that deſtruction and miſery were in the 
way of the wicked. Adam's covenant of law and 
nature, contain'd a promiſe of life and happineſs to 
his obedience, and the threatning of miſery and 
death to his rebellion. And not only fo, but Adam 
was in a Capacity to perform the condition requir'd, 
and to avoid the penalty threaten'd, as muſt be ſup- 
po3'd, in reference to every creature that comes 
directly out of God's hands, * and the reward was 
a thing greatly exceeding any merit in his ſervice, 
and the covenant moſt favourable upon the part 
of man, whole conſent therefore muſt be ſuppos'd, 
whether expreſs'd or not. The nature of the caſe, 
ſeems to ſpeak for Adam in ſuch language as this, 
I conſent to the gracious terms of the covenant, 
do and live, tranſoreſs and die. I acknowledge that 
Immortality infinitely exceeds the merit of thoſe 
ſervices, which are no more than my duty, and 


that, if I baſely and wickedly diſobey, my life 
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: J made him jauſt, and rigbt. 

Sufficient to have ſtood, tho' free 10 fall. 

Such I created all the Etherial Powers, 

And Spirits, both them who ſtood, and them who fail'd : 
Freely they ſtood who food, and fell who fell. 


Mil rox B. 3. J. 98. 


— — They themſelves decreed 

Their own revolt, not 1: I 1 foreknew, 

Foreknowledge had no influence on their fau)r, 

Which had no leſs prov'd certain unſoreknown, 
1ilewi |, 116, 


Nature's Cynſtitution, 


DIS. I. and happineſs are the righteous forfeiture.” How 
I. is it poſſible but Adam muſt have had ſome ſuch 


ſenſe of the matter, if we allow him to have had 


any ſenſe or underſtanding at all ? + 
III. Tur 


+ I did not think, in writing the above, to add any thing 


more expreſly concerning Adam's covenantiog for his poſ- 
terity, as well as for himſelf ladeed that conſtitution, 
ſeems to have reſpe& to his offspring in the very nature of 
the thing; and whatever objections may be ſtarted in re- 
ference to the righteouſne/i of the diſpenſation, as including 
the deſcendents of Adam, yet the / itſelf is undeniable, 
and evident in every view. That we ourſelves actually 
enter'd into covenant, thouſands of years before we had 
an exiſtence, is impoſſible in oature and reaſon ; nor is it 

d, that in virtue of that covenant we are from our 
birth liable to the eternal damnation of Hell, like actual 
and obſtinate fincers : But yet in /enſu forenſi, as divines 
term it, the covenant extended to us, and we in very deed 
ſhare the mortal uohappy conſequences of the violation of 
it. Parents have a natural right over their children, and 
in the preſent apoſtate ſtate are the public heads and repre- 
ſentatives of their reſpectise families in many weighty and 
iatereſtiog reſpects, being commonly confider'd and treated 
as one. And it will not be deny'd that Adam repreſented 
his great family of the world, before fin and death enter d 
into it, in a more ſpecial and important ſenſe, and that he 
was the faulty occaſion of he evils, beyond wht common 
parents are now, when it is out of their power to prevent 
them. And does not the cent prove, as well as the holy 
ſcriptures ſuppoſe and ſuggeſt that the original promiſes and 
threatnings, bleſſings and curſes, had a general reſpe& to 
mankind in all ages, as well as to Adam and Eve in parti- 
cular ? How exactly all the, circumſtances and ſufferings of 
the whole human race deſcribed and foretold in the ſen- 
tence paſt upon the firſt rraoſgreſſors, Cen. 3. 16 and on, 
Uato the woman he ſaid. I will greatly multiply thy 
forrow and thy conception, &c.” And unto Adam he ſaid, 
— —- curſed is the ground for thy ſake, in ſorrow ſhalt thou 
eat of it all the days of thy life. Thorns alſo and thiſtles 
ſhall it bring forth unto thee : and thou ſhalt cat the * 
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III. Tux condition of the adamic covenant and DIS. I. 
conſtitution is more particularly to be taken notice pA. II. 
of. This was obedience obedience to the law | 
of nature ; obedience to the God of nature, and 
to all his laws moral and poſitive. Such an obe- 
dience as he was capable of performing, every 
way anſwerable to his nature, capacity, underſtand- 
ing and powers :—Not the obedience of a higher 
order of beings ; or a ſervice ſuperior to the rank 
in which God plac'd him, but only perfect in its 
kind, and wp to his condition and circumſtances. 


Not an obedience that was at the ſame time alſo — ary 
diſobedience and a falling ſhort of the law of lid. 


his nature, but which was, with regard to him, an 
unſinning 


the field. In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, 
till thou return to the duſt, &c. What can be more pictur- 
eſque than this, of the preſent ſtate of man? And if all 
are intereſted in the ſentence, then ſurely in the covenant and 
general conſtitution. The natural connection of Adam and 
his offspring, made the latter, in a ſort, neceſſary parties in 
that conſtitution, and they muſt ſtand or fall with him. If 
Adam muſt die for tranſgre ſſion, his poſterity cou'd not, in 
the order of nature be immortal ; and if mortal, the evcne 
ſhews the certain connection of ſinfulaeſs. with that morta! 
ſtate. And therefore Adam muſt be view'd, dot only 23 
the natural, but in ſome ſenſe the moral head of mankind. 
Indeed if death natural had not been the appointed wages 
of man's ſin, any more than of the angels that fell, 
I can't think otherwiſe, than that they wou'd have generated 
a debanch'd and ſinful progeny : and that if theſe infernal 
ſpirits were to propagate, they wou'd produce ſpirits of 
their owg complection—litile devils like themſelves. In 
a word, Adam is man, and the conſtitution with him ſeems 
to imply his natural offspring, who ate to be underſtood in 
ſuch ſæderal tranſactions, whether expreſly mentioned or 
not. Accordingly the promiſe in the divine ſeed, we fee 
reſpects all mankind, as included in him, tho' made di- 
rectly and perſonally to our great progenitor. 


26 Nature's Conſtitution, ; 
DIS, I. unſinning obedience, and free from all faulty im- do 
PA. II. perfection, tho? a virtue inferior in degree, to that 5 an 
higher and more noble order of creatures. For as 
God requires of all according to what they have, E 
not according to what they not. As the nature = 
| and happineſs of man were perfect in their kind, 1 
| | rho' not equal in degree to the higheſt angels, fo 1 
the virtue requir'd of him, altho' gradually inferior 
to theirs, yet was anſwerable to his conſtitution : 
and his place in the ſcale of being, conſiſting in a | 


perfect love and obedience, which might not de- 
viate from nature and righteouſneſs, 

THarT ſuch an obedience and righteouſneſs was 
the condition of man's life and happineſs in his 
primitive ſtate, appears from the reaſon of the 
thing and the perfections of God, who cou'd not 
enjoy any thing more than this, or accept any thing 
ſhort of it; and is evident alſo from the ſad con- 
ſequences of his firſt failure, and that in regard 
of a poſitive requirement, for the threatning took 
place immediately upon his tranſgreſſion, and he 
was ejected from paradiſe, which that ſpecial law, 
as was faid, ſeem'd to ieſpect him, as the happy 
poſſeſſor of. What the effect of a direct violation 
of the law of nature might have been, is perhaps, 
not for us peremtorily to aſſert or determine: the 
*fore-mention'd inſtance of diſobedience, however, 
ruin'd him in regard of paradiſe and immortality, 
tho“ it left him not finally without hope. And 
we find that under the law of Moſes, which, in one 
view of that diſpenfation, correſponded to the co- 
venant of Adam and nature, every tranſgreſſion 
bro't the offender under condemnation, and that 
every one was accurſed ** who continued not in all 
things written in the book of the law ro 
| | | do 
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do them? For how can a diſpenſation of nature DIS. I. 
and meer law, admit of any deviation from duty, p A.IL 


as conſiſtent with a claim to the reward promiſed ? 
He that is juſtified by law muſt ſtand right in the 
eye of that law, which is the rule of judgment. 
But he that has tranſgreſs'd the law, is condemned 
by it, altho? it be but in one inſtance, and therefore 
his title to life is forfeited : for it cannot be that 
a perfon ſhould be juſtified and condemn'd both 
by the law, under the ſame view and diſpenſation 
of it. So that the condition of the covenant, do 
and live, muſt intend a doing right, ſo as not at 
the ſame time to do wrong. That is, the obedi- 
ence requir'd, according to a genuine covenant of 
law and works, ſuch as was the primitive conſtitu- 
tion of things. is an unſinning obedience, and per- 
fect in its kind: and every tranſgreſſion and 
diſobedience, muſt receive a juſt recompenſe of 
reward. 

IV. As to the reward promis'd and inſur'd to 
ſuch obedience, in Adam's covenant, it was life, 
without being ſubject to death, or immortality, and 
all that happineſs and glory, that attended it, in 
their preſent paradifaical and moſt delightful ſtate. 
This 1s evident from the threatning of death, and 
the evils attending it in caſe of diſobedience : for 
if nothing but fin, according to covenant, was to 
deprive him of life, then immortality mult be the 
fruit of unſinning obedience. 0 

Wutx the munificient creator, of his own meer 
motion, has ſeen good, to confer life and favor 
upon his creature, endu'd with reaſon and moral 


capacities, for his active ſervice, we may preſume hgpincſi. 


that his "preſent - being and enjoyments cannot be 
forfeited, and that they never ſhall be taken or 
ravilh'd 


ward, im · 


28 Nature's Conſtitution, 


DIS. I. raviſh'd from him, but on account of his defection, 

PA. II. rebellion, abuſe of priviledge or neglect of duty. 

We cannot fay, indeed, that it wou'd be injuſtice 
in God, towards the innocent creature, to re- aſſume 
the being and bleſſing granted, after any given 
time of duration, if it cou'd be ſuppos'd, that there 
was no fxderal-confticution ſubſiſting: But even 
then, no poſſible reaſon cou'd be aflign'd for fuch 
a conduct, bur every thing in reaſon, nature and 
experience ſhews the contrary. 

Tus ſupreme father does not want manſions or 
means of ſubſiſtence, in his great houſe, for all 
his creatures, of every degree of perfection. He 
need not turn one out of being to make way for 
another ; the univerſe is large enough to receive 
and entertain them, without interfering in regard 
either of their habitation or happineſs. And God 
has ways enough to diſplay his ſovereignty without 
ſporting with the lives of the righteous, and anni- 
hilating the objects of his favor, dearer to him, 
than the children of earthly parents are to them. 
For it is poſſible that even the tender mother 
ſhould forger, not only her child, but her ſucking 
child, yet will not the Lord forget his people : 
For like as a father pities his children, with a ſtrong 
and nervious affection, “ ſo the Lord pities them 
that fear him.” Such a favor for the righteous as 
this, muſt ſurely be inconſiſtent with their de- 
ſtruction, without having ever offended : eſpecially 
when we conſider that God condeſcends to tile 
himſelf the father of ſinful and rebellious children, 

* Whom he endeavors to reclaim and fave, not wil- 
ling that any ſhould periſh, not even the 7:cked, 
much leſs the righteous. That aſtoniſhing good- 
neſs of God; in not ſparing, but delivering 1 
only 
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only begotten Son for us all, even for the ſalva- DIS. [. 
tion of the very chief of ſinners, is ſo wide a PA. IL. 


conduct, and beſpeaks fo different a diſpoſition from 
that we are conſidering, that it ſeems quite abſurd 
to affirm or ſuppoſe them both, of the ſame be- 
ing. If it is a true and faithful ſaying, that Jeſus 
Chriſt came into the world to fave the chief of 
ſinners, ſurely it cannot be true of the God and 
father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the father of 
mercies, that he ſhould deſtroy the very chief of 
ſaints, who have ever done thoſh things that pleaſed 
bim, and never at any time tranſgreſſed his com- 
mandment. 

MoxzroveR, in regard of Adam, the reward and 
recompenſe of righteouſneſs, was in hand rather 
than in hope, for he was. already in poſſeſſion of 
that happineſs, for the perpetuation of which he 
was upon trial. * And this ſeems to be common 
to all ſtrict and genuine covenants of works, which 
being founded upon the conſtitution of pure law 
and nature, take place only in regard of innocent 
and holy beings. 8 

IxDpEED mankind continuing innocent, might be 
encouraged to look for ſome higher advancement, 
in God's own time and way, and which we are 
unable to give any account of. And plain enough 
it is further, that he might expect ſome kind of 
confirmation in the happineſs and perfection of his 
preſent being, by ſome peculiar ſituation of things 
in providence, which is not eaſy for us to explain, 
and whereby he would be deliver'd in a meſure, 

from 


Milton 1 thick has this Thought, B. 5. J. 520. 
—— That thou art happy, owe to God: 
T hat thou contirueſt ſuch. owe to thy ſelf, 
That is to thy obedience; therein ſtand, 
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DIS. I. from his preſent danger of forfeiting his character 
PA, II. and felicity. For it ſeems to be not quite ſuita- 
WY ble to the nature of a ſpecial probationary ſtate, 


Adam's 
ſpecial 


that it ſhould continue forever, in the ſame man- 
ner that it takes place at firſt. But this notwith- 
ſtanding, we are ſure, that however infinite wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs, might, in due time, fix the cha- 
rafter and condition of man, and render him, in 
ſome ſort, unchangeable in righteouſneſs and bleſ- 
ſecneſs, yet the happineſs of no creature can be 
protracted beyond the continuance of its obedi- 
ence and holineſs, that vice will forever produce 
miſery, and that virtue is the eſſential and eternal 
condition of glory and happineſs to every reaſona- 


trial only ble creature God has made, without which they 


remporary 


cannot enjoy his favor, which is life.* 

Bur the concern and intereſt of Adam's poſte- 
rity in the covenant made with him, may perhaps, 
be conlider'd as a further reaſon why he wou'd not 
have continu'd always in the ſame ſtate of trial. 
We ſee the penalty of death and its unhappy at- 
rendants, threaten'd to, and inflicted upon the firſt 
man's diſobedience, deſcends down to all mankind, 
and they univerſally ſhare the curſe, as being con- 
nected with him; and therefore, by a parity of 
reaſon, we conclude, that if he had ſtood firm 
in his obedience, they wou'd have reap'd the happy 
fruits of his integrity and righteouſneſs. But if 
Adam's ſpecial trial had been limitted to no time, 

the 


* This is likewiſe ſuggeſted by Milton, who makes Raphael 
addreſs Adam thus : — 
„% My ſelf, and all the angelic boſt, that ſtand, 
In fight of God io 1hroo'd, our bappy (tate 
Hold. as you yours, While our obed:ence holds: 
On other furety cone 0 B. 5. 535. 
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gur the fate of his poſterity wou'd have depended upon DIS. I. 
ta- dim, after they were become equally capable of p. II. 
ite, -* a probationary ſtate rhemſelves : But this will be  —__ 


an- tho't not fo convenient, as that they ihould then 
ih- de upon perlonal trial for themſelves. And not 
wi. only fo, but if eating the prohibited fruit. wou'd 
he have had the ſame effect upon others that it had 
in upon Adam, they might have deſtroy'd themſelves, 
Tel. | tho! he continu'd innocent and happy, which is 
be cContrary to the ſuppoſition of the covenant being 
edi. made with him in behalf of his poſterity, and that 
Ince they were to ſtand or fall with him. . 
mal © Trexsroxe we conclude, that this ſpecial trial 
na- of the firſt man's obedience and fidelity, wou'd not 
they have been of very long continuance, nor, perhaps, 
that mortiferious fruit itſelf, and that the reward 
TY of life and. immortality wou'd have been ſecur'd. 
ups, ia a certain term, to the protoplaſt, and all his 
"L264 happy offspring. | ; 
= Bor alaſs ! a very diſſerent ſcene from this has n gifts 
7 at- open'd upon us— By one man (in enter'd into the ſcene, 
 Grſt the world, and death by fin; and ſo death paſſed 
Lind upon all men, for that all have ſinned.” Bur as death 
3 follow'd ſin, ſo a Saviour follow'd, and by aboliſhing 
y of of it, has bro't life & immorrtaliry to light. Otherwile, 
"EY we muſt ſuppoſe, that if God had permitted Adam 
appy to have had any poſterity, after he had forfeited 
USL: life himſelf, they wou'd have been a very ſinful 
5 and miſerable race of beings, verily ſo, beyond 
* what they are at preſent. But God's ways are 
| high above our ways, and his thoughts above our 
Lphetl theughts, even as the heavens are high above the 


earth. Who can by ſearching find out God ? who 
| can find out the almighty to perfection? His judg- 
; ments are a great deep, and his ways unſcarchable 
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DIS. I. by mortals. It becomes us modeſtly to adore 


PA. II. 
WW 


In Adam's 
Covenant 
reward of 
debt and 
merit. 


happineſs. 


thoſe high and holy adminiſtrations of heaven, 
according to which it is certain fact, that one man 
deſtroys, and another ſaves a world. For as in 
Adam al] die, fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive.” 


«« As by one man's diſobedience, many were made 


ſinners : ſo by the obedience of one, ſhall many 
be made righteous.” | 

V. Tue truth of the docttine is now more di- 
rely to be conſider'd, namely, that according to 
the primitive covenant of works and law of na- 
ture, the reward of life and immortality, is reckon'd 
or plac'd to the account of the obedient, as a matter 
of debt, not of grace. 

WE have ha what kind of obedience that is, 
which: the covenant and law of nature requires, 
and what the reward and recompenſe of that obe- 
dience is. Nothing more, can, in truth and juſtice 
be demanded of the creature, than a love and obe- 
dience every way anſwerable to its nature and con- 
dition : and nothing leſs than the everlaſting con- 
tinuance of that lis and happineſs, it was at firſt 
put into the poſſeſſion of, can equal its reaſonable 
expectations, ſo long as it perſeveres in innocence 
and righteouſneſs. For with the ſinleſs obedience 
of the innocent perfect creature, nature is content, 
and the God of nature ſatisfied, as a full conſi- 
deration for the life and happineſs confer'd, and 
the perpetuation of the ſame. Law and reaſon 
can aſk no more. — Heaven has all its due, from 
the happy virtuous creature, paid back in the per- 
fection of its obedience, and in ſuch ways of well 


doing,he may confidently look to, and depend upon 


the bounteous creaior, tor uninterrupted life and 


IT 
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Ir is not pretended, indeed, that in any other DIS. I. 
way ſhort of unerring virtue, the creature can form pA. II. 
retenſions to eternal bleſſedneſs—any act of diſo- A, 


bedience deſtroys that slaim, and gives the Jaw a 
power to condemn. But upon the ground of in- 
nocence and perfection, our text unites its voice, 
with reaſon and nature, in declaring, that this glo- 
rious, everlaſting reward, is a matter of debt or 
merit, in the qualified fæderal way, and that too, 
in the higheſt poſſible ſenſe of it; for here is not 
only the performance of a covenant-condition in 
general, but the condition of nature itſelf, the 
higheſt that can be requir'd of any creature. So 
that the reward, in this caſe, is not of grace or in 
the way of favor and mercy, thro' the mediation 
of a third perſon, or granted upon any lower 
terms, than thoſe of ſtrict law and perfect juſtice. 

Bur it may be neceſſary to copſiqer a little more 
particularly, tho' briefly, in what ſenle we are to 
underſtand the reward as being of debt, to him that 
worketh according to the conſtitution of law and 
nature; and alſo in what ſenſe it is no grace, 
to ſuch a worker. Him that worketh“ in this 
place is evidently the perſon, who is to be view'd 
in a way of contradiſtinction to the believer : and 
under theſe two characters, we have the different 
diſpenſations of works and faith, Jaw and grace, 
exhibited ro us. But you have been often told and 
very well know, that even that primitive difpen= 
ſation, did not wholly and in general exclude grace, 
but only in a ſpecial view, in which it is peculiar 
ta the gracious diſpenſation itſelf: and alto that this 


latter does not in every ſenſe exclude works, but 


only in the ſpecial view of juſtification in the ſight 
of Cod, the father of our Lord Jeſus Chriit. 
D Grace 


34 Nature's Conſtitution, 


DIS. I. Grace and works have a place under both conſti- 
PA. II. tutions, tho'ꝰ under different conſiderations: and 
Wy therefore there is a ſenſe, in which the reward 
of the primitive covenant of works was not of 
debt and merit. 
Not abſo- For inſtance, it was not of debt, nor could it, 
luteindeed in the nature of things be merited, as was obſerv'd 
before, in the abſolute, uncovenanted way. For 
„Who hath given unto God, and it ſhall be re- 
compenſed to him again?“ Every creature in 
heaven and carth, and all their ſervices, are, ſtrict! 
and abſolutely ſpeaking, unprofitable to God, whole 
perfection and happineſs cannot be impaired by 
their vices, or augmented by their virtues. What 
equivalent, can any creature return for that being 
he was at firſt put into the poſſeſſion of, or for 
the valuable conſideration of his continu'd ſupport 
and happineſs ? Could Adam or an Angel deſerve 
his exiſtence before he had one, or pay back the 
worth of his being and advantages, after being 
veſted in them ? By no means : it is never to be 
ſuppos'd. ® This is a ſenſe of debt and merit, that 
no creature has any thing to do with, And to be 
ſure ſuch arrogance ſhould never enter into the 
heart of imperfe& mortals. For if Adam in Eden 
and innocence, cou'd not thus bring God into his 
debt, how much Jeſs can we apoſtate, vitiated, 
condemned ſinners, pretend to do it, who are work- 
ers of iniquity rather than workers of righteouſneſs ! 
But by Bur poſitively, according to paction and cove- 
covenant nant, the reward of life, may be of debt, to him 
ang nature that acts up to the conſtitution of law and nature: 
For theſe imply in them a covenant-diſpenſation, 
and in every covenant the reward is due, upon the 
fulfilment ef the condition. But in this way, no 


ſinner 
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ſinner, no tranſgreſſor of Jaw can poſſibly merit; DIS. J. 
becauſe ſuch an one is a covenant-Hreater, and has p. II. 
not fulfill'd the obligation of nature. To the 


righteous and ſinleſs only, is this glorious recom- 
nſe accounted, as a matter of debt. And it 
ought to be well obſery'd, that to them it is thus 


imputed, not meer/y becauſe they erjoy the benefit 


of a covenant - conſtitution, but becauſe it is the 
genuine conſtitution of law and nature, and the 
condition perform'd, is ſtrictly legal and natural. 
The priviledge of a covenant diſpenſation has been 
common to Jews and chriſtians of all ages ; but 
ſince ſin enter d into the world, all merit and recom- 
penſe in the way of debt, without grace, has been 
ſhut out of it. For altho' the faithful performer 
of the condition, in any covenant, may lay claim 
to the promiſe, as his due, yet if that condition 
was a more favorable one, than Jaw and nature 
wou'd require, and cgntain'd ſome gracious indul- 
gence in it, the reward muſt be of grace, becauſe 
the condition is ſuch, The promiſe may make a 
bleſſing due in any covenant ; but our having ren- 
der'd to God bis due, in fulfilling the obligation 
of his law and our own nature, can alone exclude 
grace, from the covenant-recompenſe. The righ- 
teous man in the eye of law, and eſtimation of the 
great lawgiver, upon the foot of ſuch a diſpenſation, 
1s he, who has no unrighteouſnefs. He that works 
upon a legal bottom, ſo as to be juſtified according 
to it, mult not be a tranſgreſſor of the law: For it 
18 fulfilling the law in every point, that gives a 
claim to the reward as a matter of debt, not the 
complying with any other or lower condition, fof 
this is what gives it the denomination of grace. 
BUT this bcivgs us to obſerve, on the other 
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'DIS. I. hand, what we are to underſtand by the reward 
PA. II. not being of grace, in the primitive covenapt of 


How grace 
excluded. 


' viz. as to 
the condi 


tion. 


law and works. And that, it is only in a way of 
direct oppoſition, to its being of debt. It is not 
of debt, ab/olutely : nor meerly thro? the benefit of 
a covenant and promiſe ; for it ſo the reward wou'd 


| be of debt to good men under the goſpel. But 


what ſeems to be intended in the text is, that the 
reward is of debt, under ſuch a conſtitution, be- 


cauſe not only the eondition of the covenant is 


fulfil'd, which in all caſes gives a title ro the bleſ- 


ſing promiſed ; but this condition of perſevering 


Innocence and perfect righteouſneſs, is the whole 
requirement of nature and reaſon, and all that can 
be done by the creature to the creator. So that when 
the reward is ſaid not to be of grace, the thing in- 
tended is only that all grace and favor is excluded, 
in regard 1 the condition impoſed and requir'd 
under that covenant, that there is no kind of in- 
dulgence, no mediatorial benefit, in the caſe, but a 


perſonal, eme and complete performance of 


the law of nature and righteouſneſs. 

tur this is by no means intended to deny or 
exclude the grace and goodneſs of God in the 
gift of exiſtence to his creatures, their advance- 
ment in the ſcale of being and bleſſedneſs, or in 


founding any more favorable conſtitutions, whereby 


life and happineſs, in a ſenſe, becomes the creatures 
due, only upon doing his duty. The ſupream fa- 
ther and gracious governor of the world, is not ſo 
tied up to the rules of juſtice, as that he may never 
depart from them upon the ſide of mercy and be- 
neficence. The righteouſneſs of God is our ſe- 
curity that he will do us no harm or irjury, but 


it is no impediment to the diſplays of his grace, 


which 
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© which every where gloriouſly ſurpaſs the bounds DIS. A 
of limited juſtice. 


To ſum up all. 
A REWARD always ſuppoſes a Dru to which 
it has relation; and the {ſervice or condition, in a 
ſtrict and proper covenant of works and law, is the 


' righteouſneſs. of the law, or ſuch an obedience as 
the law of God and nature require. But in a 
' gracious covenant and diſpenſation, the ſervice, 


which has relation to the reward annexed, is the 
appointment of favor and indulgence, not the full 
demand of nature and its law. In the former 


caſe, the reward may be ſaid in an important pecu- 
| liar ſenſe to be of debt, excluſive of grace: In the 
latter, tho? the reward may be due by promiſe to 
the faithful, yet it can't be ſaid, to be not of grace, 


as in the conſtitution of genuine nature and law. 
Theſe two ſeveral diſpenſations, morcover admit 
of this difference: a covenant of {lri&t law, being 


> peculiar to the innocent and holy, ſuppoſes a hap- 


pinels in preſent poſſeſſion : whereas in a conſti- 
rution of grace, the principal recompenſe is ſome 
future diſtant good, treaſur'd up in the divine pro- 
miſe, which requires the exerciſe of faith and hope 
and patience, So the text feems to intimate. 
No to him that worketh” fo as to fulfill the 


law and all. the obligations of nature, “the re- 


ward is not of grace, but of debt.“ And that 


which is fo much the right and property of the 


ſinleſs per ſon, cannot reaſonably be ſuppos'd, to be 


chiefly out of his poſſeſſion. 


But to him that 


; worketh not” fo as to claim upon the foundation, 


and ſtand juſtified in the ſight of God, by his obe- 


' dience to the law, © but yet believeth on him that 
„Juſtifiech the ungodly, his faich is imputed for 
: righteoulnels” inſtead of a perfect abedience to 
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DIS. I. the law. But ſuch a believer, not being free from 
PA. II. fin, altho' juſtified, is not yet in the full poſſeſſion 


of that happineſs, to which, thro' faith, he has re- 
ceiv'd a title: but waits for the promiſe, by faith 
and patience, in ways of well doing, under a new 
and gracious diſpenſation. Abraham and all other 
ſinners, having violated che conſtitution of nature 
and law, cannot be juftified by their works in the 


ſight of God, but only by faith: but being thus 


juitified and accepted, a courſe of future obedience 
and holineſs, ſuitable to their character and privi- 
ledges, is henceforth requir'd of them, in their 
new-covenant ſtanding, as much as perlevering in- 
noce nee 2nd perfection, of thoſe who were put into 
the poſſeſſion «t being and happineſs under the pri- 
mitive conſtitution of nature. | 
bim that worketh” in the text, we muſt 
rr ſtand him that worketh according to ſtrift law, 
an not a diſpenſation more indulgent ; becauſe if 
o, how wou'd the reward be ſo of debt, as not to 
be at the ſame time of grace ? Indeed it might be 
aſk*'d, what other diſpenſation can the ſinner be 


under, before faith and juſtifcation, but that of 


pure law? And by © him that worketh nor” then, 
we cannot underſtand one that worketh not at all, 
in any ſenſc or form, but the believer, who works 
only upon the foot of the new diſpenſation, and 


who, altho' juſtified without the deeds of rhe law 


in the ſight of God, is nevertheleſs under the Jaw 


10 Chriſt ; being created anew in Chriſt Jeſus unto 


good works. And tho” his works are nothing in 
the eye of ſtrict law, yet in the account of grace. 


they are of great value, They do not juſti“ y the 


ſinner in the view of nature, and fight of God the 
father, but yetare accepted and rewarded in his Soy. 


, CONCLUSION, 
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Or. _ CONCLUSION. DIS. I. 
on From what we have heard of the covenant of px II 
re- Adam, and the original ſtate of nature, it is natural . 
ith to reflect, that in the preſent apoſtate ſlate of the 

ew world, it cannot truly be affirmed of any ſinful man, Reflections 
her that he /o works, as that with regard to him, the 

ure reward of life is © not of grace but of debt.” 

the In order to this, we muſt be ſinleſs and act up to 

1us the obligation of nature: But it is confeſſed that 

1ce there is no man that lives and ſinneth not, and that 

vi- perfectly keeps the commandments of God. Such 

eir is the connection natural and moral, of all mankind, 

in- with the firſt parents and tranſgreſſots of the human 

nto race, that they not only inherit a mortal frail diſ- 

"Fi eaſed conſtitution derived from them, but not one 

| of them acts up to the obligations of nature and 

uſt the primitive covenant of works, or can be juitified, 

WW, and claim life upon that foot. However my{lcri- 

» if ous the way and manner may be, in which this 

to general depravity is effected, yet lo it is, we are 

be all propenſe to evil, and when capable of it be- 

be come actual tranſgreſſors. 

of * Tut death that paſſes upon all men is the 

en, wages of ſin: every mortal then is a ſinner, in 

all, ſome ſenſe or other.” We have a native ill-diſ- 

rks poſition and vitioſity of temper, and can this be 

ind without our being blameable, unlovely & offenſive ? 

Law The world is funk into a ſtate of condemnation 

lady and vice: And the human kind ſeem to be gene- 

nto rally alienared from God and goodneſs. And a 

in moral change, and univerſal renovation muſt paſs 

ce. upon them, in order to their happine's in the 

the favor and kingdom of God. The appoinrment of 
the a ſecond Adam ſhews our fall and ruin in the firſt, 
op. Ihc covenant of innocense is violated ; and life 
N. 
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DIS. I. and happineſs are altogether unattainable, by ſuch 
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PA. II. tranſgreſſors as we are, upon the plan of nature and 


towards the world, all along: W itne 


and after him the whole ſeed of Jacob, raiſed from 


works. When view'd upon the foot of meer na- 
ture, as diſtinguiſh'd from that gracious diſpenſa- 
tion, that ſucceded to the apoſtacy, we appear to 
be a Joſt, wretched race of beings, under the 
curſe of God, obnoxious to his wrath, abandon'd 
to miſery and deſtruction, and without power and 
will to recover ourſelves to the divine favor and 
image, to righteouſneſs and immortality 
inſlaved by Juſt, led captive by Satan, and under 
an irreverſible ſentence of death. This numerous 
family of Adam, are all by nature reprobate, bank- 
rupt, diſinherited, undone forever, without hope, 
without help, naked, lying in their own blood, 
polluted, diſgraced, hiding themſelves from God, 
whole mighty and compaſſionate arm alone can 
fave them. This is the unhappy ſtate of man ac- 
cording to natu e: This is the fad condition of us 
all, to make the beſt of it, conſider'd, as without 
grace and without a Saviour. 

AnD it becomes us to realiſe our miſery, and 
lay our forlorn condition to heart, not glorying 
in our ſhame, but abaſing ourſelves greatly before 
God, that he may have mercy on us, and exalt 
us in due time. For before honor is humility, 
and a haughty ſpirit preceeds a fall. He that 
humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted, and be that 
exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed.” And this doc- 
trine, in both parts of it, is very analagous to 
the general adminiſtration of divine providence 

[i the pride 
and overthrow of Pharoah, Saul, Nebuchadnezzer, 
in the one view of it; and in the other, ſee Foſeph, 
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the depths of 2 to ride upon the bigheſt DIS. I. 
tide of proſperity. Our Lord himſelf was deeply pA. II. 
abaſed, previous to his exaltation to unbounded 1 
empire. And the world is ſunk into a ſtate of the 
moſt abject ſlavery and wretchedneſs, as a prelude 
to the future glorious advancement of the ſons of 
God. By which means the contraſt will be the 
more ſtriking, when * this mortal ſhall put on 
immortality”: And this vile ſinful duſt ſhall ariſe 
from its humble obſcurity, and ſhine forth with 
the brilliancy of the ſtars, and as the glorious 


Som itſelf, forever and ever, in the kingdom of 
God our Saviour. AMEN. 
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ligation of the Moral Law. 
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For verily J fay unto you, till Heaven 
and Earth paſs, one Jot or Title 
ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Law, 


till all be fulfilled. 


HE Jaw of nature comprehends in it a co- 
venant-conſtitution, in reference to God and 
man. Ihe condition of which implicit co- 

venant, upon the part ef man, is ſuch an obedience 

as ſhall render him juſt in the eye and eſtimation of 
that law. The reward inſur'd upon the part of 
the creator, is the everlaſting continuance of that 
life and happineſs, the innocent, upright creature, 
13 ſuppos'd, at firſt, ro be put in the poſſeſſion of; 


| and, who, in the way of righteouſnels, may allow 


himſelf to hope for ſtil] higher advancements, in 


due time, from that ſame unmerited, unbounded 


goodneſs that gave him being. The condition of 
life, in the way of nature, ſhews the original worth 
and moral powers of man. Adam in his primitive 
paradifaic ſtate, was in a condition to act up to the 
law of his nature and the will of his maker 


under that primzval diſpenſation he fo work'd, that 
the reward was not of grace, but of debt; and ſo 
not the object of faith and future expectation, = 

0 


0 
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43 
f preſent happy fruition. He was already in pof- DIS. II. 
fell 


n of a glorious felicity, of which he became pg I. 
forrowfully depriv'd,when ſin baniſh'd him from the 


preſence of God and the garden of Eden. God 


made man upright, but they have ſought out many 


inventions.” And that human nature has ſunk 
from its primitive perfection and excellence, is evi- 
dent from the great imperfection of men's virtue, 
or rather their univerſal depravity, and alſo from 
their mortal unhappy ſtate. Were this the origi- 
nal ſtate of man, we ſhould be ſinleſs and immortal. 
But the violation of the law and covenant of his 
God, does by no means ſet the ſinner free from 
the bonds of it : nay, his condemnation, in the 
ſight of God, as the conſequence of tranſgreſſion, 
ſhews the power the law has over him; for every 
law and covenant, is ſuppos'd to have a penalty, as 
well as promiſe annexed to it. The obligations 
of the law of nature are eternal and immutable. 
Trar it is the moral law and not the poſitive 
inſtitution of the law of Moſes, or his peculiar 
diſpenſation, as ſuch, that is intended in the text, 
is indeed too plain to need any particular direct 
proof and conſideration. The jewiſh peculiarity 
and law of ceremonies is in fact paſs'd away, as 
a neceſſary conſequence of the eſtabliſhment of 
chriſtianity : for that was to continue only till the 
times of reformation, till the promiſed ſeed ſhould 
come, and during the minority of the church. But 
now chriſtians are become dead to the law, and 


Mon his. 


Hoſed from it, in this view: the promos being Heb. 7. 


changed, there was a neceſſity o 
the law, and there has been a diſannuling of the 
commandment going before, becauſe of the weak- 
neis and unproſitableneſs of it,” That could not 

5 therefore 


the change of 12—18- 
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PA. I. 


of Nature's Law. 
DIS. II. therefore be the law that ſhould not paſs away; 


for heaven and earth yet remain, but the jewiſh 


WAY temple and peculiar conſtitution are long ſince 


View of 
the text. 


diſſolved. Moreover, our Lord's interpretations 
and gloſſes in the following part of this chapter, 
relate to the ſeveral great branches of the moral 
Jaw, which may therefore be ſuppos'd, to be the 
law he intends in the text, In regard of this law 
only cou'd our Lord truly ſay, as in the v. im- 
mediateiy following the text, that © whoſoever 
therefore ſhall break one of theſe leaſt command- 
ments, and ſhall teach men ſo, he ſhall be called 
the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven :*? for upon 
the other ſuppoſition, St. Paul, the great apoſtle of 
the gentiles, who every where taught the non- 
neceſſity of obſerving the jewiſh ceremonial law, 
muſt certainly have no place in that kingdom. 
And in reference to morals, and the more ſpiritual 
part of religion, it is, our righteouſneſs mult 
exceed the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes add pla- 
riſes,” as our Lord obſerves in the next v. ; for 
they were ſuperſtitiouſly exact, in all ceremonious 
matters, tho? they neglected judgment, mercy and 
the love. of God, the moral and weightier matters 
of the law. When our Lord therefore ſays, in 
the v. before the text, Think not that I am 
come io deſtroy the law or the prophets: I am 
not come to deſtroy, but to fulfill”; we muſt needs 
underſtand by it the moral immutable law of nature. 


This our Lord cou'd not come to deſtroy, for it 


is founded in eternal truth and reafon : Nature ſhall 
be diſſolved, but this law ſhall not. The Jaw and 
prophets moreover are not deſtroy'd, but fulfill'd 
by our Lord, as the prediftions of the ancient 
prophets, and the types of the law of Moſes, 


terminate 


of. Nature's Lau. 


terminate and find their accompliſhment in the per- DIS. II. 
ſon, miniſtry, offices and diſpenſation of our Lord p. I. 


Jeſus Chriſt. 

« Verity” fays our Lord in the text, to denote 
the certainty and importance of the point advanced, 
„ ſay unto you, till heaven and earth paſs? as 
they ſhall do, for there ſhall be new heavens and 
a new earth one jot or title, ſhall in no wiſe 

aſs from the law, till all be fulfilled.” By the 
1 being fulfill'd in every tittle, we cannot un- 
derſtand that it ſhould be fo perfectly kept among 
men, as never to be violated; for the firſt man 
that liv'd tranſgreſs'd it, and fo have all men ever 
ſince; and the deſign of our Lord's coming into the 
world, was, as the ſpotleſs lamb of God, to take 
away its fin, to atone the breaches of the divine 
law, and to reform and fave the apoſtate race of 
Adam. And accordingly the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is 
become a ſecond Adam, a new living head to this 
diſeaſed mortal body, and has in his own perſon 
fulfill'd all righteouſneſs, in every view, and become 
the juſlifier of ſuch as were bro't under condemna» 
tion, by the failure of the firſt man, or who have 
deftroy'd themſelves by their own iniquities— He 
recovers them to holineſs and peace with God at 
preſent, ſo that the rightcouſneſs of the law is in a 
meaſure fulfill'd in his people now, who walk not 
after the fleſh, bur after the ſpirit ; and they ſhall 
ſhine in immortality and the perfection of moral 
beauty, in the future world Ae The ful- 


filling of the law may likewiſe have reference to 
the penalties of it, as well as to the righteouſneſs 
of the ſaints, and the redemption that is in Chriſt 
Jeſus : The finally diſobedient and impenitent ſhall 
fall under the eternal curſe of the law, and it will 

| be 


The deſigo 
and impor- 
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DIS. II. be fulfill'd and ſatisfied in their puniſhment and 
PA. I. deſtruction; for not one 1ata ſhall paſs from the 
WY law, in regard of its precepts or promiſes, obliga- 
tions or threatnings, till all are accompliſhed. | 

Wrar 1 pope from the words, is to conſider 


the perpetual obligation of the moral law, the law 
of nature: and to make ſome improvement of this 
important conſideration. 'I'his doctrine hes at the 
foundation of the chriſtian ſyſtem, and is ſuppos'd 
in the whole ceconomy of our redemption : with- 
out the belief of it, we can neither ſufficiently rea- 
life our guilty loſt eſtate according to nature and 
practice, or ſuitably prize the great ſalvation. 

DovsTLEss therefore there are arguments eno' 
and at hand, to prove ſo eſſential a point, tho* per- 
haps, I ſhall not be ſo happy as to hit upon the 
beſt and handieſt, or propoſe them in the moſt con- 
vincing and advantageous light: nevertheleſs, me- 
thinks there is matter of conviction, in relation to 
the caſe before us, only in the bare mention of the 
following conſiderations, viz. | 

Tnar this is an eternal law, and the rule of 
the divine conduct itſelf, That it is the particular 
law of human nature, and wrote originally upon 
the heart of man by the finger of God. That ir 
| was reviv'd by divine direction under the miniſtry 
of Moſes, to give God's ancient people the know- 
ledge of ſin. That it has indeed been written to, 
and expreſly impoſed by a divine authority, upon 
mankind in general. That it is the rule of the 
future judgment, according to which all men ſha} 
be juſtified or condemned in the day of Chriſt, 
And in a word, that the condemnation of the fin- 
ner, and the juſtification of the believer, in the 
fight of God,” have direct reference to this un- 
changeable law. 1 
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I SHALL ſpeak a little to each of theſe heads of DIS. II. 
argument, and endeavor to ſhew how they all con- PA. I. 
clude'in confirmation of this great truth, that the 


law of nature, which took place in the beginning, 
neither is, or can be diſſolved, but remains in full 
force, ſtrength and virtue, in regard of mankind 
univerſally. | 

iſt, Tye moral law is in its own nature an eter- 
nal law, whether it be ſo or not, in regard of its 
obligation upon mankind : for it is eonformable to 
the nature of God, is founded in the everlaſting 
reaſon and fitneſs of things, and is the immutable 
rule of the divine adminiſtration. The ways of 
God are all holy juſt and good, agreable to the 
dictates of this law; and we may as well ſuppoſe 
God not to be, as not to be holy, juſt and true, for 
theſe are perfections eſſential to him, who poſſeſſes 
all natural and moral excellence. The ſacred cha- 
raters of holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs and truth, we 
may fay without offence, are the glory of God 


Reaſons 


himſelf, and the only ſure pillars of piety and true for the 
virtue: for cou'd it once be ſuppos'd that God doctrine. 


might arbitrarily vary in his diſpenſations towards 
his creatures, from theſe eternal rules of truth and 


Tighteouſnefs, it is plain, that all the reaſons of holy 


confidence, love and obedience, and the very ſoun- 
dation of religion woa'd be demoliſhed. Not to 
act conformadvly to this law of nature and realon, is 
the ſame as to be unjuſt, unholy, unfaithful, which 
be far from God, for ſhall not the judge of the 
whole earth do right? Now this law being thus 


divine and eternal, and founded in immutable 


truth and reaſon, i: may be preſumed that the ob- 
ligation of it extends to all reafonable moral be- 
ings, and among others to mankind, form'd in 

Oe God's 


48 
DIS. II. God's image, and capable of a reaſonable and 


religious ſervice.* And this preſumption may be 
8 further ſtrengthen'd, by conſidering in the next 
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place, 
THrar this is the very law of our an nature, 
wrote upon the human heart, by the finger of God 
himſelf in the creation. | 
An accordingly it is in general underſtood, and 
the obligation of it acknowledg'd by thoſe who 
have never had it injoin'd upon them, by external 
authority, nor enjoy'd any means, but the light of 
nature, to come at the knowledge of it. Thoſe 


broken, imper fect hints, relative to the divine law, 


which 


Where fore fince the natural attributes of God, his infinite 
knowledge, wiſdom and power, ſet him infinitely above all 
paſſibility of being decero'd by any error, or of being infla- 
enced by any wrong affeition ; tis manifeſt his divine will, 
cannot but always and neceſſarily determine itſelf to chooſe 
to do, what in the whole is abſolutely beſt and fitteſt to be 
done; that is, to act conſtantly according to the eternal 
rules of infinite goodneſs, juſtice and truth. Again. The 
reaſon which oer every man in practice, ſo to deal always 
with another, as he wou'd reaſonably expect, that ethers in 
like circamſtances ſhould deal with him; is the very ſame, 
as that which /orces him in ſpeculation to affirm, that if one 
line or number is equal to another, that other is re- 
ciprocally equal to it, Iniguity is the very ſame in action. as 
falfity or contradidtion ia theory; and the ſame cauſe which 
m#kes the one ab/urd, makes the other unreaſonable. 
Whatever relation or preportion one man in any caſe, bears 
to another; the ſame that other, when put in like circum- 
ſtances, bears to him. Whatever I judge reaſonable or un- 
reaſonable, for another to do for me ; that, by the fame 
judgment, I declare reaſonable or unreaſonable, that I in 
the like caſe ſhould do for him. And to deny this either in 
word or action, is as if a man ſhou!d contend, that tho' 
tus and three are equal to five, yet five are not equal to 
tao and three, Clark's Bvidences of Nat, and Rev. Rel. 
p. 180. & 202. 
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which may have been tranſmitted to ſome or even DIS. II. 
many nations, cannot well be ſuppos'd the only pA. J. 


foundation of that common ſenſe of moral obli- 
gations, that has obtain'd in the world. This pre- 
vailing ſenſe of the reaſons of virtue and morality, 
muſt owe irs birth principally, to ſome other and 
more certain ſource. So the apoſtle ſeems to inti- 
mate when he ſays, that theGentiles which have not 
the law authoritatively impoſed, yet do by nature 
the things contained in the law, and ſo are a law 
to themſelves ; which ſhews that the work and 
precepts of the moral law, are wrote upon their 
hearts. And that they are naturally conſcious of 
the obligation of this law, is evident from this, that 
their conſciences bare witneſs to the moral good or 
evil of their actions, and their thoughts and inward 
realonings, in the mean time accuſe or excuſe them 
accordingly, and fo they will do, in the day when 
God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt. 
The perpetual diſputes and altercations, among 
men, and in courts of judicature, concerning right 
and wrong, in the common affairs of life, ſhews 
this moral ſenſe and work of the law upon the heart. 
And however ſome particular perſons or nations 

may have miſtaken or perverted ſome moral pre- 

cepts, yet it is quite certain, that theſe laws, in the 

general, are connaiural to us, and that we have a 

native ſenſe and conſciouſneſs of them, and feel 

the force and power of em unavoidably. Even 

tne worſt and moſt profligate of men cannot wholly 

diveſt themſelves of the awful ſenſe. of theſe na- 

tural obligations: But however men may find ways 

to juſtify themſelves in their own wickedneſs, yet 

we find that their impartial unbribcd reaſon, 

will condemn others, where no intereſt is 

F. depending, 
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DIS. II. depending, for the ſame abominations. Such as 
PA. I. practice vice in the moſt extravagant and execrable 
oy forms, have yet an inward veneration of virtue, 
and all prejudice and intereſt apart, can recommend 
and encourage the practice of it to their deareſt 
friends, and wiſh themſelves to die the death of the 
righteous, and perhaps often to poſſeſs their moral 

characters alſo, As ſays the . poet, 

Video meliora, proboque ; 
Deteriora ſequor * 

J ſee the right, and I approve it too, 

Condemn the wrong—and yet the wrong purſue. 
A ſenſe of theſe moral laws and principles, ſeems 
to de ſtamp'd upon the rational nature; and as 
we have, as it were a neceſſary difcernment of 
them, fo, let our conduct be what it may, we can 
reaſon concerning them, and acquaint ourlelyes 
farther with their nature and obligation. 

S:E£iNG therefore that theſe laws, are the laws 
of nature, in general, and of our own nature in 
particular, they muſt be indiſſoluble as nature it- 
ſelf. They are the bonds of our common being, 
and oblige us, not as the ſubjects of any particular 


ture; fo that if we are men, we are under the 
obligation of the moral law, and nothing but our 
cealing to be men and reaſonable creatures can 
looſe us from theſe bonds. And yet it is ſorrowful 
and undeniable fact, that all fleſh has perverted its 
way before God, that mankind in their apoſtate 
ſtate, have not attended rightly to the Jaw and dic- 

tates 


* Ovid. Metamorph. Lib. 7. l. 20. 


— $1 pofſem, ſanior eſſem. | 
Sed trahit invitam vova vis; aliudqu: eupido, 
Mens aliad ſuadet. id. 


government, but as men, as poſſeſſing human na- 
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tates of their own minds, nor been ſufficiently im- DIS. Il. 
preſſed with the ſolemnity of moral obligations, pa I. 
but have vilely and impiouſly perverted, miſcon- 
{tru'd and violated the law of nature, become deaf 
to the voice of reaſon, and inſenſible to their guilt 
and condemnation in the fight of God; on which 
account among others,an authoritative impoſition of 
thoſe laws, by an expreſs revelation became ne- 
ceſſary. Therefore, 
z3dly. As a further confirmation of the perpetual 
validity of the law of nature, He obſerve that this | 
law was revived, if we may fo call it, two thouſand | 
years after the creation, and a freſh edition of it 
given to God's people of old, by the miniſtry of 
Moſes, under divine direction, to give the know- 
ledge of ſin, and ſhew the world their tranſgreſſions 
and condemnation. Now that law which was thus 
anew promulgated, from Mount Sinai, ſo long after- 
wards, with thunder and lightning, and all the 
ſolemn marks and enſigns of a divine authority, 
may well be ſuppoſed, to have been in force all 
along, and throughout all generations. If it was 
an antiquated law, why was it republiſh'd ? If it 
had been repealed, vacated, or in any meaſure paſt 
away, why is expreſs} authority, ſuperadded to nature, 
and the law again given in its full force and latitude? 
Not an iota is paſſed from it, according to our Savi- 
our; and if his interpretation be uſt, it ſtill re- 
tains its obligation in the moſt ſpiritual and exten- 
ſive ſenſe. 
Bur the power and obligation of the law, in 
regard of tranſgreſſors, is ſtill more abundantly 
evident from the declar'd deſign and expreſs end of 
the law's being given by the hand of Moſes, even 
zs an adminiſtration of deach, a killing letter, a 
2 3 diipenfation 
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DIS. II. diſpenſation of condemnation, that the offence 
PA. I. might abound in the apprehenſion of the ſinner, 


WU 


with a view to give the knowledge of fin, &c. 
Mankind ſunk into a ſtate of vice and ſpiritual 
blindneſs, were become too inſenſible to the ma- 
lignity of ſin, and the anger of the Deity at the 
violation of nature's law, which was his law: He 
therefore gave the ſame law written in tables of 
ſtone, that was originally wrote upon the heart, to 
convince his own favourite people of their guilty, 
loſt eſtate, as under the covenant of law and works, 
and to prepare them for the more welcome recep- 
tion of the overtures of grace in the goſpel. 

Gop had no peculiar diſpleaſure at the ſeed of 
Abraham his friend, that was the occaſion of his 
giving to ther: this killing deſtructive law, rather than 
to any other people, who were likewiſe tranſgreſſors 
of it: no verily, it was owing to the ſpecial love 
and regard he had for them, even that feeling their 
miſery they might apply the remedy, that ſenſible 
of their condemnation, and deſparing in the way 
of nature, they might repent_ and believe the 
goſpel, and look and ſeek to be ſaved by grace, 
thro? faith. And the merciful father of the world 
had a further view in this diſpenſation towards his 
people, even to ſpread the knowledge of fin and 
ſalvation, thro” the earth, and in due time to con- 
vince the whole world of fin, of righteouſneſs and 
judgment, and bring all nations to the obedience 
of faith, It is compaſſion, not cruelty to ſhew 
the ſinner his diſeaſe and miſery, in order to his 
happineſs and cure. But if this was indeed the 
merciful deſign of the moral part of the moſaic 
law and inſtitution, then that law muſt have ſtil] 
continu'd in force, for x wou'd be barbarous as 

well 
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well as trifling, and unwiſe to thunder a Jaw in DIS. I. 
their ears, which had no power to condemn them. pa II. 
Certainly, if the law was promulg'd to give the 


knowledge of fin, and ſhew the malignity and de- 
merit of tranſgreſſion, then fin is the tranſgreſſion 
of that very law, for it cou'd give the knowledge 
of no other. And how can at be, that that Jaw 
ſhould not be obligatory upon the finner, 
which is calculated to-alarm and terrify him, to 
drive him from falſe confidences and diſcipline 
him for Chriſt Jeſus. | 

Athly. Txt law of nature has been repromulg'd 
and impoſed by a divine authority upon mankind 
in general, as well as wrote upon their hearts. It 
is not peculiar to the Jews to have the written law, 
it is now the property of the Gentiles alſo, And 
altho* the law of Moſes, conſider'd as the jewiſh 
peculiarity, and typical of the goſpel. ſtate, is now 
wholly aboliſhed, yet the moral part of the ancient 
law yer continues and is adopted into the chriſtian 
ſyſtem. In this view our Lord came not to delltroy 
the law, but to fulfil it. And it ſerves to ſhew 
all men their condemnation, as well as the houſe 
of Jacob, even the whole world in all ages and 
kingdoms, where the divine revelation extends. 
So St. Paul ſeems to underſtand ir, for he tells us, 
that what things ſoever the law faith, it ſaith to them 


Rom. 3. 
19. 


who are under the law ; that every mouth may be 


ſtopped, and all the 911d may become guilty before 
God. And © by the deeds of the law ſhall no 
fleſh be juſtified,” no man of any nation or con- 


dition, “ for by the law is the knowledge of in.” 


And again, “ For as many as are of the works 
of the law are under the curſe : for it. is written 
in the Jaw of Moſes, curſed is every one that con- 

E z tinues 
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tinues not in all things, that are written in the 
book of the law to do them.” 


IxpEzp there is a ſenſe, à ſpecial and happy 
. ſenſe, in which believers are not under the law, 


2 Co 5. 10 


but under grace: under it they certainly are, as an 
indiſpenſable and perpetual rule of obedience, for 
the very grace of the goſpel itſelf is caleulated to 
reach them, ** that denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
Juſt, they ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, godly 
in the preſent world.” But true believers are not 
under the condemnation of the law, forasmuch as 
they are juſtified freely of God's grace thro' the 
redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus. 

5thly. Tux moral law is the rule of the future 
judgment. The reward of the righteous, and the 
puniſhment of the wicked hereafter, will both have 
reference to this unchangeable law. We muſt 
all appear before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, 
that every one may receive the things done in the 
body, according to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad.” The goodneſs and badneſs 
of mens actions have a principal relation to mo- 
rality and the law of nature, whether as directed 
by conſcience, or written in God's word, but not 
excluſive of poſitive precepts, or duties that are 
matters of pure revelation. And altho' in pro- 
portion to the ſpecial light and advantges wicked 
men have enjoy'd, will be their final condemnation 
and puniſhment, yet, whether God has written and 
exprelly revealed to them the great things of his 


Jaw, or they have known them only in the way of 


nature, it makes no odds, the fame moral law, fo 
far farth as it extends, ſhall be the invariable rule 
of the divine proceeding, in that great day, when 


God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt. 
| T For 
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„ For as many as have ſinned without law,” DIS.IT. 
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written and impoſed by ee authoriry, ſhall PA. I. 


alſo periſh without having had the law in this view: A, 
and as many as have ſinned in the law, having had Ro. 2.12. 


it by revelation as well as nature, ſhall be judged 
by the law. For not the hearers of the Jaw are 
juſt before God, but the doers of the Jaw ſhall be 
juſtified,” 

And yet it is obſcrvable that in the very next 
chapter, the ſame apoſtle declares, “ that by the 
deeds of the law there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in 
his fight.” Upon which, no otber remark need 
to be made at preſent, but this, that in the latter 
inſtance the apoſtle is conſidering the ſinner's jaſti- 
fication in the ſight / God, by faith, even his 
reception to divine favor, from a ſtate of guilt and 
condemnation : In the former he points us to a 
future time, and to the judgment-ſeat of JefusChriſt, 
where all men ſhall be rewarded according to their 
works. And in this light and reſpect, it is, we are 
now conſidering the divine law : and here the law 
appears to be in force, for verily there is a reward 


for the r:ghteous, for the doers of God's Jaw, in 


that day, and only for them. Bleſſed hereafter 
ſhall they be who have done God's commandments, 
for they ſhall have right to the tree of life, and 
ſhall enter in thro? the gates into the city. © Be- 
hold I come quickly”, fays our Lord and judge, 
and my reward is with me to give to every man 
according as his work has been,” Love is the 
fulfilling of the law”, „and the end of the com- 
mandment is charity“; and accordingly the great 
judge has told us, that the glorious reward of the 
laints, in that day, when he ſhall veſt them in 


_ dfe gterual, and put them into the poſſoſſion of 
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DIS. II. the heavenly kingdom, will have an eminent reſ- 
PA, . pect to their charity, that leading article of their 
Wy obedience to the divine law, and comprehenſive of 


the reſt. 

Tuis indeed will be a reward of grace, not of 
debt: For the faint will by no means own that 
his works have been compleatly perfe& before 
God, ſo as to found a claim upon the foot of na- 
ture and law, nor will it be true, for in many 
things we all offend ; yea the ſaved of the Lord 
will be ready almoſt to diſclaim their real virtues 
and good works, by reafon of their unprofitable- 
neſs and imperfection, and the vaſt, amazing diſ- 
proportion between the momentary ſervice and the 
eternal recompence. Bur their great modeſty and 
humility will not fland in the way of their pro- 
motion: Their works ſhall follow them, and hav- 
ing been faichful in few things, their Lord will 
make them rulers over many things. The glo- 
rious judge will not be unrighteous to forget their 
work of faith and labor of love, nor will he fail 
to recompenſe their laudable fidelity according to 
his covenant with a crown of righteouſneſs that 
fadeth not away. : 

Ano I may add, in the words of another,* 
„ 'Tho' all claim of reward upon the foot of works, 
in point ef merit, mult be forever excluded ; yet 
are they far from being uſeleſs. And works of 
charity may properly be conſider'd as having ſome 
influence on the beſtowment of bleſledneſs, at the 
judgment day. And their influence ſeems to lie 


in this, that they are among thoſe fruits of faith 


and love, which, as there 1s opportunity therefor, 
are made requiſite, in the goſpel-covenant, in order 
| to 


Dr. Chauncy's ſermon on the death of Mr Edward Gray. 


of Nature's Law. 


to our being qualified for the reward of the hea- DIS. IT. 
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venly kingdom. It having pleaſed God, of his pA. I. 


meer mercy, upon the account of Chriſt, for his 
ſake, and in virtue of his merits, to make the pro- 
miſe of heavenly everlaſting bleſſedneſs to perſons 
ſo and fo qualified; our having “ fed the hungry 
and cloathed the naked”, and this from a principle 
of faith that has wrought in theſe effects of love, 
operates to our advantage at the judgment, as ic 
declares us to be the perſons that are qualified, 
according to the goſpel ſcheme, for the kingdom 
God has prepared from the foundation of the world.“ 

Tuus with regard even to the ſaints themſelves, 
whoſe future ſalvation is of grace, the moral law 
cannot be ſaid to be vacated and ſet aſide: for as their 
juſtification in the fight of God the father, is by the 
merit and obedience of his Son, who was made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the 
law”; fo their glorification in the day of Chriſt, has 
an immediate reference to, and is inſeperably con- 
nected with, their own ſincere obedience and con- 
formity to, the chriſtian and moral Jaw, even the 
relation of a promis'd reward to an appointed ſervice.+ 


Bur 


It is pretended only that this argument proves in oppoſition 
to the Antinomians, that the obligation of the moral law 
is not diſſol ved: not, with regard to believers and them 
that are in (htiſt Jeſus : it ſuppoſes that there is a 
conſtitution formed in Chriſt Jeſus, according to which the 
ſaipts obedirnce to the Jaw, their imperfc& virtue is re- 
warded with glory. All mankind, indeed univerſally, be- 
lievers and unbelicyers, are cot alike under this favorable 
oiſpenſation; this is the privilcdge and happineſs of 
the ſaints, and it is by faith only that they have acceſs 
into this grace, and rejoice in hope of this glorious re- 
ward. Nature and reaſon may teach us our ſin and con- 
demnation; and the necellity of a propitiation io order to 


Peace 
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The perpetual Obligation 


Bur in regard of them that periſh and fall under 
ſentence of condemnation in the laſt day, the whole 


A ground of their final rejection and everlaſting pu- 


Matt. 7. 
23. 


1 Cor. 6. 
9, 10. 


Rev. 21. 
8. 


Rom. 1. 
18. 


niſhment, is their diſobedience, and non- conformity, 
in heart and behavior, to the ſacred requirements 
of the divine law, according to the knowledge they 
have had of them, by nature and revelation. For 
if it be enquir'd, who they are that our great Lord 
and judge will diſown, at the laſt day? The word 
of God, and goſpel of his Son, will readily reſolve 
us in this matter, and inform us, that they are the 
breakers of God's commandments, the workers of 
iniquity, and ſuch as do not the will of our father 
which is in Heaven. They that ſhall not inherit 
the kingdom of God, are the unrighteous, forni- 
cators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, abuſers of 
themſelves with mankind, thieves, covetous, drun- 


kards, revilers, extortioners. Or if it be aſk'd who 


are they that ſhall have their part in the lake that 
burns with fire and brimſtone? And againſt what is 
the wrath of God revealed from Heaven in the 
goſpel? We are told, in regard of the firſt, that 
that is the portion of all lyars: and in reference to 
the latter, that it is a// ungodlineſs & unrighteouſneſs 
of men, who hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs. 
So that we fee, that ſin, which excludes from the 
kingdom ef God, and conſigns over to the torments 
of hell, is the tranſgreſſion of God's holy law, in 
all the branches of ir, including the law natural 
and moral, which therefore ſtands in force againſt 


ſinnets, 


peace with heaven and a claim to life: But grace and gol- 
pel can alone aſſure us, that after having been reconciled to 
God by the death of his Sen, the deſectiee virtue of ſucl, 


recenciled ones ſhall be rewarded at the tribunal of jclgs 
Chrilt, 
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Gnners, of all ages and conditions. Becauſe it DIS. IT. 
wou'd be abſurd to ſuppoſe that impenitent ſinners pa J. 
ſhall be eternally condemned by, and ſuffer the pe- ©. 


nalty of, a Jaw which was aboliſhed or ſuperceded, 
in the preſent time. No man ſhall ever be puniſh- 
ed at all, for his diſobedience to a law he was not 
under, if we may ſo ſpeak, how much leſs ſhall 
the righteous Lord of the world, ſubje& the impe- 
nitent and diſobedient to eternal torments, for the 
tranſgreſſion of a law, which, in reality was not in 


force againſt them, in the day of their probation.* 
| THE 


# I am not inſenſible that the late Rev. Dr. Taylor of Nor- 
wich, ſays, that ** the law as it was the miniſtration of 
death, and ſubjeed the tranſgreſſor of it to the curſe, and 
to condemaation. without affordiog avy hope or remedy, is 
alſo bappily aboliſhed. But on the other band, the law of 
Moſes is not aboliſhed, as it contains the moral law or 
law of oature. For as ſuch it muſt ſtand, under every 
diſpeoſation, the goſpel as well as any other, in its full 
force and extent; that is requiring and obliging us (fo far 
as our capacities reach) to perfect ſialeſs obedience. For 
God can never require imperfect obedience ; or by his holy 
law allow us to be guilty of any one fin, how ſmall ſoever. 
And if the law, as @ rule of duty. were in any reſpect abo- 
liſhed ; then we might in ſome reſpects tranſgreſs the Jaw, 
and yet not be guilty of ſin. The moral Jaw or law of 
nature is the truth, everlaſting, unchangeable, and therefore, 
as ſuch, can never be abrogated. On the contrary, ** our 
Lord JeſusChrilt bas promulgated it anew under the goſpel, 
&c.” And afierwards he tells us, “ nor is the law, as it 
is the adminiſtratioa of death, fo aboliſhed, as never more 
to be in force. It is indeed ſo far aboliſhed, thro' the mer- 
cy of the lawgiver, that altho' a man does tranſpreſs, yer 
is he not at prelent, ſubjected for his tranſgreſſions to final 
wrath and condemnation : (tho' he may, at preſent, be ſo 
far involved ia guilt, as to be n7gh unto curſing, Heb. 68) 
But is allow'd the favor of repeatance and pardon : and if 
he continues ſincerely obedicut, is ſure of creraal life; we 
faal 


The perpetual Obligation 


DIS. II. 6thly. IME preſent condemnation of the ſinner 
PA. II. 


in the fight of” God, is in virtue of the 
unchangeable law of God and nature. Condem- 
nation does not wait for the day of judgment,and the 


tribunal 


ſhall never come into condemnation, or under the power of 
the law. for any of his paſt traoſgreſſions. This demon- 
ſtrates, ſays he, that no man, in this world, is under law, 
the covenant of works, or the broken law of works. For 
if we were now, at any time, under the broken law of 
works, then ſhould we be in a ſtate of final and eternal 
damoatioa, without hope or remedy : becauſe there now 
remains no more ſacrifice for ſins, Heb. 10. 26. But it is 
one firſt and grand principle of the goſpel, that we are not 
under the lau. but under grace, Rom. 6. 14 The law 
is, at preſent, ſet aſide, or ſuſpended ; and every (inner is 
at liberty, and by the goodneſs of God is invited, to 
return and be ſaved, &c.” But without making any other 
remarks upon theſe paſſages ; it may be aſk'd, if the law 
now (ſtands in its full force and extent, and will do fo, in 
the day of judgment, as he ſays afterwards, then how 1s 
the /aw itſelf [et aſide ? Or what is it more than a ſuſpen/ior 
of the penalty, at preſent, ard ſetting aſide the execution 
of it, during the term of life and probation, and this ſeaſon 
of the divine grace and patieace ? This is readily allow'd, 
and ſeems to be all that can be concluded from thoſe 
premiſes. The law, tho' in full force, yet does not ſub- 
ject. the tranſgreſſor to final damnation and perdition, with- 
out hope, ſo long, as his day of grace laſts. The imperi- 
tent tranſgreſſor is under the condemnation of the broken 
law of works. He that believeth not is condemned already, 
and ſo will remain, till he is juſtified by faith, reconcil'd 
to God, and made a ſubject of the new covenant. Only 
to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus by faith and holicels, there 
is no condemnation belongs: But ſuch as are uf the works 


of the law are under the curſe, and malediction of that Jaw, 


which is forever in force; tho' the mercy of God defers 
the actual execution of it all the while that be is now walt- 
ing upon finners to be gracions. The chriſtian redemption 
in the nature of it implies that ſinners are not io this /ife 
actually damn'd, i. e. hopelcſly and abſolute'y wacer ihe 
primitive broken covenant of law and works. 
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every individual ſinner, and for every act of diſ- 
obedience, by that law, which is the mouth of God 
himſelf, declaring his covenant and the vengeance 
due to the violation of it. The world is conlider'd 
as lying in wickedneſs, under guilt and condemna- 
tion, and as having no hope, but only thro? faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour, whom God the father 
hath ſanctified and ſet forth, as the propitiation for 
the ſins of it. Accordingly we read, that © God 
ſent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world ; but that the world thro* him might be 
faved.” And our Lord has himfelf expreſly told 
us, that“ he that believeth on the Son, hath 
everlaſting life : and he that believeth not the 
Son, ſhall not ſee life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” Mankind are view'd in the holy 
ſcriptures, as mortally wounded and periſhing in 
their fins, having no remedy but looking unto 
Jeſus by faith, and truſting in the mercy of God 
thro? him. So our Lord informs us, that“ as 
Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even 


ſo muſt the Son of man be lifted up : that whoſo- 


ever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have 
eternal life. He that believeth on him, is not con- 
demned : But he that believeth not is condemned 
already.” &c. Every tranſgreſſor of the law, the 


apoſtle teils us, is accurſed : And if the curſe be- 


longs to him that continues not, in all things writ- 
ten in the book of the law to do them, then ſurely, 
he that continues in ne of them cannot be acquit- 
ted: and yet who is he, that is not, in a ſenſe, 
guilty of the violation of the whole law, ſecing he 


as 


Joh. 3.17. 


3. 36. 


\ 14. 15. 
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tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt ; that awful ſentence is DIS. II. 
paſs'd already upon the tranſgreſſor, in the day of pa II. 
man's original apoſtacy, and is virtually paſs'd upon WYNy 
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DIS. II. has offended, not in one, merely, but in many 
PA. II. Points? es 
VW that every ſinner and tranſgreſſor of law, 
is under preſent condemnation and a curſe, before 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, is evident from fact and ex- 
perience, and eſpecially from our Lord's being 
made a curſe for us, to redeem us from the curſe 
of the law, that we might new receive the adop- 
tion of ſons, and being juſtified by faith, have 
peace with God. Unleſs the unbelieving and im- 
penitent are ſubjected to guilt and condemnation at 
the awful bar of God, the great lawgiver, what 
occaſion wou'd there be for juſtification, faith, and 
the blood of Chriſt ? How elſe wou'd they be at 
enmity with God, and depriv'd of his favor, or 
need reconciliation ? Indeed how elſe, wou'd they 
be ſinners ? That law which has not power to con- 
demn tranſgreſſors, is no law, and where there is 
no law, there is no tranſgreſſion. 

Bur if the finger is under condemnation, by 
what law is he condemn'd ? Is it the ritual law of 
Moſes, or the law of circumciſion, which is older 
than Moſes ? But theſe are aboliſhed. Is it the 
law of the goſpel, the law of liberty? But what 
is the evangelic law in the main, but the moral 
law, the law of nature, more clearly reveal'd and 
more ſtrongly enforc'd, and which, indeed, is a law 
of liberty, to them that are made free by the {pirit 
of adoption, and to whom the ſervice of God is 
their meat and drink, their delight and pleaſure. 
The law of Chriſt in general, the peculiarities of 
his diſpenſation excepted, is the moral law of Moſes, 
and che law of Moſes was the law of Adam, and 
the law of Adam was the law of nature and of 
nature's God, But if the ſinner is condemned 


by 
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5 by this law, then it has not Joſt its power to DIS. II. 


condemn. 

8 7thly. Ir we in the laſt place turn our tho'ts to 
; the gracieus juſtification of the believer, in the 
ſight of God, it will bring us to the ſame conclu- 
ſion. Fuſtification as well as condemnation, anti- 
cipates the general judgment, otherwiſe there wou'd 
be none acquited in that great day, nor any to 
whom the glorious judge might pronounce that wel- 
come invitation. come ye bleſſed of my father, 
| 


inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.“: For none ſhall inherit 
that kingdom but ſuch as are now made heirs to 
it, even the children of God, by faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, juſtified by his blood and. reconciled by his 
death. All ſuch are now delivered from condem- 
nation, and are paſſed from death to life [ he 
killing power of the law, with regard to them, is 
itſelf flain. They believe on him who juſtifies 
the ungodly, and their faith is imputed for righ- 
teouſneſs. They are thoſe bleſſed ones, wheſe 
iniquities are forgiven, whoſe ſins are covered, and 
unto whom God will not impute ſin, but imputes 
righteouſneſs without works. The law did con- 
demn, and wou'd curſe them ſtill, but for the righ- 
teouſneſs of God, which is manifeſted without the 
law, even the righteouſneſs of God, which is by 
faith of Jeſus Chriſt, unto and upon all them that 
3 believe. | 

9 Bur wherefore is this gracious method of juſti- 


1 Ss . : 
0 MAb 2 3 25 4 2 


righteouſneſs of faith? But becauſe the law con- 
dems, and retains its ſtrength againſt every ſinner? 
For are they not the demands of this law, that 


Chriſt has anſwer'd ? Is it not againſt the W 
0 


fication projected in the goſpel? Wherefore this 


PA. II. 
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DIS. II. of this law, that the believer is juſtißed? And does 

PA. II. not this prove that the law is in full force, and ſub- 

A Jets the ſinner to condemnation before God: But 
not abſolutely without hope and remedy, as in the 
future ſtate of damnation, becauſe God, even the 
father has made gracious proviſion to ſtop the mouth 
of the law, in reference to them that believe and 
obey the goſpel, even provided ſomething to coun- 
rer-balance that condemnation that paſſes upon | 
them as tranſgreſſors. The law does not condemn 4 
efficaciouſly, the perſon that is juſtified by faith, , 
not becauſe it is vacated and invalid, for then it 
wou'd not condemn the unbeliever and the ſinner, 
either here or hereafter, but becauſe Chriſt is the 

| end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that 

| | believerh.,” The condemnation of the law is ren- 

| der'd null with regard to ſuch as © have believed 

| that they might be juſtified,” but the /aw is not 
nullified itſelf, however at preſent ſuſpended, in 

| regard of its penalty, but remains in full force and 

1 virtue. : 

| I can'T help adding here, a well adapted tho't 

| of Dr. Watts, upon the preſent ſubject. Having 

| conſider'd how true chriſtians are now deliver'd 

from the law, that being dead in which they were 

| held: He adds, „not that the law itſelf is abo- 


liſhed, either as a rule of life to chriſtians, or as 

a condemning covenant of works to thoſe who are 
| not enter'd into the new-eovenant, or a ſtate of 
grace, by faith and repentance : for he (the apoſtle) 4 
adds, v. 12, that even now the law is holy, and the 15 
commandment holy, jaſt and good.” And he pro- J | 
ceeds, If this might be explained by a ſimilitude, „ | 

I think *tis much in the ſame manner as the penal! © 
laws againſt the proteſtant diſſenters in England, are 2 | 


not 


Ss * 
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not aboliſhed, but ſtand in full force till : yet 


of the act of teleration, and qualifies himſelf ac- 
cordingly : Tho' indeed there is this difference, 
that it can never be ſaid, that thoſe penal laws are 


now, or ever were either holy, juſt or goed, as the 
law of God is.” * 


IMPROVEMENT:. 
1ſt. WE may here obſerve, by way of Corre- 


lary, how that the law of nature, containing the ſub- 
ſtantial principal part of the covenant of Adam and 
innocence, and this law being ſtill in force and of 
everlaſting validity, that primitive covenant, ſo 
far forth, as it was the fame with the moral 
law, muſt be and forever continue to be in 


force likewiſe. The law of nature contain'd in insolees 2 


the main, the divine covenant and conſtitution with 


man, in the creation, and the idea of law and cove- conſtiiuti- 


nant are inſeperable, and live and die together, and 
therefore if one is eternal, ſo is the other. A ſin- 
Jeſs obedience would now give a title to life, as a 
reward, not of grace, but of debt.” What leſs 
can be implied in thoſe words of our Lord to the 
young man, ** But if thou wilt enter into life, keep 
the commandments ?”” Indeed, were we not fin- 
ners, in ſome view, and under ſome conſideration, 
we ſhould be in preſent poſſeſſion of immortality, 
nor ever have been depriv'd of the primitive glories 
of human nature. Ihe ſpecial inſtance of man's 
original trial,was a poſitive and temporary thing, but 
the morality of that law and covenant is immuta— 


F ble, 
* Orthodoxy & Charity, Note p. 118, 
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they have no power to hurt any perſon, who accepts PA. II. 


The law 
covenant 


Math. 19, 
17. 
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DIS. II. ble, and the bleſſings and curſes of it, are applicable 


PA. II. to the proper ſubjects, in time and eternity. Ne- 


Way Venthelels it is very certain, that no mortal can be 


juſtified in the ſight of God, according to the tenor 
of the ancient covenant of works, forasmuch as we 
are all ſinners, and treated as ſuch; and not onl 
ſo, but according to that covenant, life and —— 
were to have been ſecur'd to their poſterity, by the 
obedience of the firſt parents of mankind, without 
any ſpecial perſonal trial of their own. 

IT is net indeed conceivable that the felicity of 
any creature ſhould be ſo abſolutely ſecur'd, as 
that his perſevering holineſs, and obedience ſhall 
not be the neceſſary indiſpenſable condition of the 
continuance of it; for all creatures are under law 
to God, and virtue and happineſs are inſeperably 
connected in nature; but yet the poſterity of Adam, 
in conſequence of bis approved fidelity, might be 
fix'd in ſuch a ſtate of righteouſneſs and honor, as 
not to be liable to the temptations and dangers, that 
he was himſelf, while he ſtood as a common pro- 
bationer, in circumſtances of ſpecial and peculiar 
trial. And, as it is not ſuppoſeable that even holy 
and happy creatures ſhould not be in ſome view, 
under law and covenant towards God : So with re- 
gard to mankind in this lapſed ſtate, when by the 
diſobedience of that one man, the firſt Adam, many 
are made ſinners, inſtead of righteous, it is plain 
the Law has its peculiar and very beneficial pur- 
poſes, as may be more fully ſhewn hereafter. But 
it may not be amiſs here to obſerve, that Jeſus 


Chriſt, in and thro' whom the ſcheme of grace and 


redemption is projected, is a ſecond Adam, and 
public head of his people, by whoſe obedience many 


finners are made righteous, and life and immortality 
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; again bro't into view, and render'd poſſible and at- DIS. II. 
N tainable to the ſons of men. PA. II. 
1 2dly. Ir not one iota or title ſhall paſs from the 
[ law, in any reſpect, till all be fulfill'd, then nothing 
ſhall fail in regard of the penalty threaten'd, any 
more than in regard of the bleſſing promis'd. The 
facred ſanctions annexed to the divine laws, are the 
in variable conſiderations that enforce them: And as 
every reaſonable creature is bound to the obſervance 
of the law of God and nature, by the promiſe of 
life, and the threatning of death, ſo the zranſgreſſor 
has incur'd the righteous penalty, and ſhall as cer- 
tainly ſuffer, as the obedient ſhall be rewarded. 
Sanctions are eſſential to laws, and ſo long as the 
law is in force, the conſiderations muſt be ſo that 
guard it: and if the promile or the threatning fail, 
in regard of the proper ſubjects of them, the law is The lau- 
not fulfill'd. fulfill'd in 
ANp if it be allow'd, that we cannot affirm with its penaliy. 
the ſame abſoluteneſs, in a/l caſes, concerning the 
divine threatnings, as we may in reference to God's 
romiſes, that nothing ſhall paſs from them till all 
fulflPd ; yer ſurely in hig caſe we may, where 
our Lord himſelf aſſerts it, and came in perſon to 
fulfill the law and undergo its penalty; for he ſuf- 
fer'd the juſt for the unjuſt, was made under the 
law and fulfilPd all righteouſneſs. | 
Bor if it be ſaid that all mankind are tranſgreſ- 
ſors of God's law, even ſuch as ſhall be finally 
faved, for there is no man that lives and ſinneth 
not, and therefore the threaten'd penalty of the 
law muſt take place in reference to them, as well 
as others, It is granted that all men ele& as well 
as reprobare, do in fa@ undergo the penalty of the 
law, as far forth, at leaſt, as is conſiſtent with their 
F 2 | redemption. 
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DIS. II. redemption. Mankind are univerſally the fubjects 
PA. II. of death, and that ſhame, pain and wretchedneſs 


that attends it. They are in various views and 
ſenſes dead, and ſubjected to the legal penalty. 


For as ſinners and tranſgreſſors, they are all dead in 


law, or judicially condemned and under ſentence 
of death. They are ſpiritually dead, that is, alie- 
nated from God, and the life of God and holineſs, 
which is the neceſſary certain conſequence of apoſ- 
tacy and (in, in regard of every reaſonable creature 
of God, in heaven or earth. They are alſo »a- 
turally dead, or mortal and muſt die literally. 
And I might add, in the laſt Place, that were it 
not for the grace and redemption that intervenes 
by Jeſus Chriſt, whereby they are bro't back from 
the grave, they are eternally dead, or ſubject to the 
ow of death forever in all the foregoing ſenſes. 
he original threatning to man's diſobedience does 
actually take place, in regard of all ſinners, except 
only that the ſaved of the Lord, by the riches of 
his grace, are not ſuffer'd to inherit the conſequen- 
ces, and continue under the power of fin and death 
forever, which wou'd be inconſiſtent with their re- 
demption and ſalvation. The dread ſentence paſſed 
by the law and the holy Jawgiver, is indeed execut- 
ed upon the tranſgreſſor ; and in this way the brok- 
en law wou'd be ſatisfied and fully find its com- 
penſation, but for the ranſom God has provided, 
even the blood of the new-covenant. All men are 
ſinners, and all are mortal, and with regard to actual 
tranſgreſſors, they have perſonally deſtroy'd them- 
{clves, but nevertheleſs, there is help for them in 
God : Jeſus Chriſt, that righteous perſon has ſuf- 
fer'd the penalty of the violated law, in the room 
and ſtead of believers, who therefore, tho* they 


die, 


of Natures Law. 69 


die, yet fall not under the unappeaſed wrath of DIS. II. 

God, but are redeemed from that death, which is PA. II. 
the wages of (in, and ſhall ſhine in immortal life A 

and glory, having their bodies faſhioned like unto 

Chritt's glorious body, for they will be the children 

of God, being the children of the reſurrection. 

It cannot be ſaid that even the dear children of 

God themſelves do not ſuffer the penalty of his 

broken law and covenant, nor may we pre ſume to 

comprehend all the reaſons of the divine conduct, 

in permitting death and ſorrow to reign among his 

reconciled, renewed people in this world, tho' we 

may be able to diſcern and afſign ſome of them. 

The courſe of nature is fix'd, the law of mortality 

not to be repeal'd but in a miraculous way, and it 

is fit and convenient, and many valuable ends are 

anſwer'd, by God's teſtifying his diſpleaſure againſt 

{in in this bad world, even in caſes where it is attoned 

and pardoned,and the ſinner finally ſaved - by thoſe 

terrible things in righteouſneſs, which God does, 

the world is alarmed and reformed, and the ver 

ſaints themſelves, by the ſufferings of the preſent 

time, are purged from their iniquities, taught obe- 

dience, and more ſenſibly convinced, that it is an 

"2 evil thing and bitter to depart from the Lord their 
1 God. 

f Bur bleſſed be God, we are not left under the 
7 curſe of his law, without hope and without redemp- 
2 tion! His judgments are intermix'd with mercy, ; 

4 and he has fo adjuſted rhings in his benignant pro- 9 
15 vidence, that natural evil, ſerves in a happy and 

5 high degree to prevent and cure the moral evil and | 
5 wickedneſs that obtains and abounds in the world. l 
Notwithſtanding our great ſinfulneſs and the vari- | 

of ous and ſevere expreliions of the righteous anger 
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DIS. II. of heaven towards us, we need not, deſſ airingly 


PA. II. fay, © Who then can be faved,” Ho can man 
de jaſt with God”? For he himſelf has found a 


Uſe of 
the law. 


ranſom, his own almighty arm has bro't ſalvation, 
by grace the very chief of ſinners may be ſaved, 
the blood of Chriſt atones and cleanſes all iniquity, 
by his obedience to the death the law is fulfilld, 
its demands anſwer'd, and He is of God the father 
made unto all believers wiſdom and righteouſneſs, 
ſanctification and redemption.” The ſufferings 
of the ſon of God are altogether ſufficient to buy 


off his people from everlaſting death and condem- 


nation, and the righteous and faithful ſhall inherit 
glory: But with regard to the wicked and diſobe- 
dient the holy violated law of God hal] procure to - 
itſelf ſatisfaction, in their eternal ruin and perdi- 
tion. | 


2dly. Fxom what we have heard, we learn the 
uſe and importance of the law, notwithſtanding the 
rare diſpenſation we are under. A reaiizing 
elief and perſwaſion of the perpetual obligation 
of the divine law is neceſſary to convince us of our 
loſt eſtate by nature, to give us a deep ſenle of our 
ſinfulneſs, both of heart and practice, and to prepare 
us to welcome and embrace the Saviour, and prize 
and admire the glorious ſalvation of the goſpel. 
With this view it was given to the Jews of old, and 
in this view it is uſeful and neceſſary to all mankind 
in every age and nation, to whom the grace of God 
is revealed. The knowledge of this Jaw ſhews us 
how far we have deviated from the rule of life and 


duty, and therefore is fit to give us the knowledge 


of (in, in its native and true malignity, as well as 
| ..... valt 


| 
? 
k 
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vaſt extent and latitude. X He that looks upon this DIS. II. 
law as ſtill in force, and arm'd with curſes againſt pa II. 
the impenitent and diſobedient, can no longer hope | 


for ſalvation, in the primitive way of law and works. * 9 
For it is evident to a demonſtration that life and {| 
happineſs is now impoſſible to be obtain'd upon this 4 


foundation. And it is quite neceſſary that ſinners a 
ſhould deſpair of acceptance with God in this legal 4 


way, in order to receive it upon the only bottom 
of free grace. 


NATURE inclines us to ſeek life, in the method 1 
of law and perſonal righteouſneſs, for this was the ö 
original conſtitution of nature, and nothing but a 
due conſideration of the breach of law and viola- 
tion of that primitive covenant, and the curſe in- 
cur'd thereby, can ſubdue our hearts to grace, and 
qualify us kindly to entertain the goſpel and come 
unto Chriſt by faith. He that is inſenſible to his 
miſery and wretchedneſs, as a (inner, ia the way of 
nature, will neither ſeek or apply the remedy pro- 
vided graciouſly in a redeemer. The whole 


F 4 need 


* © Nevertheleſs, as the law is to us a rule of duty, as well 
as to the Jews ; ſo as a miniſtration of death, or as it ſub- 
jects to death for every trasſgreſſion, it is (till of uſe ; to 

| ſhew us the natural and proper demerit of fin ; or what, in 

ö ſtrict juſtice fin deſerves : and we ought accordingly to re- 

L fle& upon it, and lay it to heart, that we may ſee and be 
affected with the pernicious nature of fin, and be thankful 
to God for redemption. Eſpecially conſidering. that tho' the 
law. fer the preſent, is aboliſhed as a miniſtration of death. 
yet if we negle& the ſcaſon of grace, we now enjoy, 
deſpiſing the riches of Ged's goodneſs. forbearance and long 
fufering, continue finally impenitent in fin, the law will be 
in force again at the laſt day, the day of wrath and reve- 
ation of the righteous judgment of God ; and then they, 
who have lived impenitently, after the fleſh, $HaLL ots. 
Rom. 8. 13. Dr. Tayler's Notes upon Rom. p. 299. 
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DIS. II. need not the phyſician, but they that are fick* 
PA, II. In the courſe and diſpenſation of things, we fee 
be failure and defection of nature makes way for 
grace, and a ſecond Adam ſucceeds to the fi iſt: 
So analogous to this, we mult feel ourſelves loſt, 
before we are found, and become dead to the law, 


before we are alive to God. This makes the 


— of the law, an eſſential part of the mini- 
ſter's office and buſineſs, and that not meerly as a 
rule of duty, in which view it is always neceſſary, 
but as a matter of conviction to ſinners, that they 
may realize their ſin and miſery, and become pre- 
par'd for repentance and the kingdom of God. 
Our concern is with the law, as well as the goſpel : 
for nature and grace ſtand connected with each 
other, and are, as it were, bound up together, like 
the old teſtament and the new, in the ſame volume: 
and it is neceſſary that the (inner die, not only to 
fin, which is the tranſgreſſion of the law, but alſo 
to a hope of ſal vation by his obedience to the law, 
as a proper covenant of works, in order to his 
Juſtification by grace, thro? faith. The morality 
of the law of Moſes, is included as part of its 
character, when conſider'd as a * to diſ- 
cipline and bring us to Chriſt. For if righteouſ- 
neſs come by the law, even as moral, Chriſt is 
dead in vain, and the grace of our ſalvation fruſ- 
trated. 5 
Athly. WE may in the laſt place take ſome no- 
tice how eſſential this principle, the unbroken force 
and everlaſting validity of the moral law, is to the 
whole doctrine and ſyſtem of religion, and even to 
the civil governments of this world. The religion 
of nature and of Chriſt both depend upon it, and 
ſo does the policy of all nations, nor is it eaſy to 
| | concewe 
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conceive upon what juſt and good foundation, they DIS. II. 
can ſtand without it, Take away the moral law, pa II 
and its obligations, and the religion of nature is of 
courſe diſſolved, the ſacred bonds of duty are all 
at once annihilated, virtue and vice loſe their na- 
tures, right and wrong are no more, and henceforth 
praiſe and blame, rewards and puniſhments, where 
no expreſs revelation obtains, are things not to be 
look'd for. Every one, upon this principle are 
left to do that which is right in their own eyes, 
without the fear of puniſhment or hope of recom- 
penſe from God. i 

Ap therefore human laws can have but little All religi- 
force, and government among men muſt ſoon come on well 
to nothing: For the fear of God is the ſtrength of „ Lee 
oaths, and oaths are the grand ſecurity of civil ae ſop- 
virtue, without which the greateſt wickedneſs and poſe the 
injuſtice may be ſecretly practic'd with impunity. validity of 
Human authority and laws can't reach the heart, 
but are confin'd to the outward action, for which 
reaſon all governments and Jawgivers have wiſely 
adopted in religion, to brace and ſtrengthen their 


law. 


- conſtitutions. And for this purpoſe meer natural 


religion and when mix'd with impious ſuperſtition, 
has always been of admirable uſe and benefit. This 
is a fact too notorious, to need any inſtances to be 


produced in confirmation of it. 


CHRISTIANITY and revealed religion comprifes 
and ſuppoſes, the law and religion of nature, and 


eſtabliſhes all its genuine principles by an expreſs 


authority, and ſtands upon them as its proper baſis : 
But if the moral law is pais'd away, chriſtianity is 
a ſuperſtructure without a foundation. And there- 
fore our Lord rejects ſuch a tho't, faying, ©« Think 


not that J am come to deſiroy the Jaw or the 
prophets : 
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DIS. II. prophets : I am not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil.” 

PA. II. The very notion of the law's deſtruction, by our 

Lord's miniſtry, implies that it was in force before, 

otherwiſe how could it be deſtroyed ? Our Lord 

found it in being and full power when he came inte 

the world, otherwiſe he need not have appeared in 

the capacity he did. He aſſum'd not human nature, 

and lived in our world to give life to a dead and 

abrogated law, bur to ſatisfy its demands, by ſuffer- 

ing its righteous penalty, that unhappy ſinners of 

mankind might have redemption from its curſe. 

Our bleſſed Lord, as well as Moſes, who typified 

him in character of law-giver, might, in a ſenſe, be 

faid to re-eſtabliſh and revive the law of nature, but 

not as a law that was out of date and ſet aſide before, 

for this revival has reſpect rather to the knowledge 

and right underſtanding of it, than to its obligation 

and authority, which is eternal and immutable. But 

if it be allowed that both Moſes andChriſt do eſtab- 

liſh and confirm, inſtead of diſannul the moral law, 

it may from thence be argued that this law was in 

force antecedently to their ſeveral diſpenſations, and 

indeed for ever: For upon ſuppoſition it was not, 

why ſhould they impoſe and enjoin it, in its perfec- 

tion and extent upon mankind ? It could not be 

with an expeRation of ſuch an obedience to it, from 

depraved mankind, as ſhould anſwer to that per- 

fection and extent. Neither could it be given, as 

the ſcripture ſays, to give them the knowledge of 

ſin and ſkew men their condemnation by it, in caſe it 
had not been in force before; for then they would 

not have been under it, and ſo not tranſgreſſors of 
it, and condemned by it. Upon this principle all 

the men of nature, who have not had the law written 
and expreſly impos'd, are free from fig and guilt, 


and 
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and ought not to be puniſhed ; and yet we have a DIS. II. 
great deal of reaſon to think that wicked heathen, as pa II. 
well as jews and chriſtians, will be ſubjected to i,, 
uniſhment hereafter. According to this likewiſe, 
1t muſt be acknowledged, there are no moral, natu- 
ral laws, properly ſo called, in way of diſtinction 
from ſuch as are matter of meer revelation. 
BuT moreover upon the hypotheſis, that the ori- 
_ law and conſtitution of nature,was vacated and 
iſſolved upon man's apoſtacy, and a more favour- 
able and eaſy one enacted, in reference to the hu- 
man race in general, it might be ENG, that it 
ſhould have fo correſponded to their fallen depraved 
imperfect condition, that ſome, at leaſt, among men 
| would have been free from actual tranſgreſſion, and 
' - never Have fallen under the condemnation of this 
* new and qualified law and conſtitution. Some ſurely 
might be exempted from the curſe, and be juſtified 
by their works in the ſight of God, and have no 
need of the blood of Chriſt to make attonement for 
them. Is it not ſtrange, if this were the caſe, that 
it ſhould be true, what the ſcriptures fo plainly 
teach, that there are none righteous ; that the blood 
4 of Chriſt is the only ground of acceptance with God 
1 2 the father; that by the deeds of the law no fleſh 
(2 ſhall be juſtified in his ſight ; that every mouth is 
ſtopped, and the whole world become guilty before 
God, &c ? If nature's ancient everlaſting Jaw was 
ſer aſide, or in any meaſure paſs'd away, to bring it 
down to the circumſtances of human frailty at pre- 
ſent, why ſhould it curſe for every fault? Or why, 
it might be aſked, muſt the bleſſed Jeſus, in order 
. to man's redemption, ſuffer the extreme penalty and 
| curſe of the law ? What was it, but the indiſpenſi- 
| a ble obligation of God's eternal law, that rendered 
it 


DIS. II. 
PA. II. 
- 
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it neceſſary, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 
was no ſin, ſhould be made a ſin- offering for us, 
even a victim to divine juſtice on our account, and 
undergo what was requiſite to make full reparation 
ro the divine law, for our tranſgreſſions ? This 
doctrine of the eternal invariable validity of the law 
of God and nature, lays the foundation of vicarious 
righteouſneſs, juſtification by grace, thro' faith, in 
the ſight of God, and the whole glorious ſtructure 
of chriſtianity, which riſes upon the ruins of Adam's 
broken covenant, and takes place in conſequence of 
our guilt and condemnation, before God, as tranſ- 
greſſors of that law which ſhall not paſs away, altho' 
heaven and earth ſhall be diſſolved. Without this 
principle, the chriſtian fabrick would ſeem to ſtand 
upon an uncertain bottom : nor 1s it conceivable 
that the Lord of life and of angels ſhould die, and 
the way of acceptance with God, be wholly ſecluded 
upon the foot of perſonal righteouſneſs, if the wil- 
dom and holineſs of the great Jaw-giver could diſ- 
penſe with the obligation of his law. 

To conclude, As the /aw of God and nature im- 
plying a fœderal conſtitution between the creator 
and the reaſonable creature, is ſtill and forever in 


force; agrecable to which principle, the blood cf 


Chriſt is abſolutely neceſſary ro the juſtification of 
ſinners and apoſtates in the ſight of God: So more- 
over, under the adminiſtration, and immediate king- 
dom and government of the redeemer, the religion 
of nature, in ſome hor” rovulne form and view, 


znuſt ſubſiſt alſo. For chriſlianity {uppeles and 


compriſes the Jaws and obligations of nature, and 
in the goſpel, moral holineſs and perſonal obedience 
to God, in Chriſt Zeſus, is conſidered as being as 
much eſſential to final happineſs and glory, uncer 

the 
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the dominion and covenant of the ſon, as pardon DIS. II. 
and remiſſion of ſins, thro? his name. As in him we pA. II 
have redemption, thro his blood, the forgiveneſs of LAS 
ſins ; ſo in him verily, and according to that better 
covenant and conſtitution, of which he is the medi- 

ator, there is a reward for the righteous : And be- 

hold ! he comes quickly, to diſtribute recompences, 
anſwerable to men's characters; and therefore, in ſome 

ſenſe, according to nature, and a covenant of works. 

For altho' it be true, that to him that worketh 

not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, 

his faith is counted for righteouſneſs;“ yet the time 

comes, when every man ſhall receive according to 

his works; and the wicked ſhall go away into ever- 

laſting and righteous puniſhment, for their diſobedi- 

ence to the law of God, and the faithful in Chriſt 

Jeſus, ſhall be rewarded with a crown of grace and 
righteouſneſs that fadeth not away, 
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Of the univerſal Condemnation of 


Sinners, by the Law of God and 


Nature. 


* 


ROM. III. 19. 


N ue know that what Thin gs ſo- 
ever the Law ſaith, it faith to them 
who are under the Law : that 
every Mouth may be ſtopped, and 
all the World may become guilty 


before God. 
\ tion by faith, upon the plan of redeem- 
ing grace and imputed righteouſneſs, the 

apoſtle ſets himſelf in the beginning of this epiſtle 
to give a moving deſcription of the ſinfulneſs and 
univerſal depravity of mankind, and their righteous 
condemnation by the natural and written law. The 
conſideration of human guilt and miſery, upon the 
foundation of law and nature, prepares the way for 
the more welcome reception of the joyful tidings of 
the goſpel. For ſo God has calculated and adjuſted 
things in his alwiſe providence, that That which is 
ſpiritual & heavenly ſhould not be firſt, but that which 
is 


ITH a view to illuſtrate and recommend 
the great and happy doctrine of juſtifica- 


nc 3 


lienable property and poſſeſſion of his own. 


The whole World guilty, &c. 79 


is natural and earthly, that the leſs ſhould give way Diſ. III. 
to the greater, and the miniſtration of condemnation pg x 
to that miniſtration of righteouſneſs that exceeds CAA 
in glory. Adam was the figure of him that was to 
come, and through him the ruin of the world pre- 
ceeds its recovery in his great antitype, that ſecond 
man, who is the Lord | en heaven. Nature is 
a to grace,condemnation to juſtification, and the 
egal conſtitution to the economy of redemption. 
Before honor is humility : and this preſent uurigh- 
teous mammon is committed to our improvement, 
before we are intruſted with the true riches. For 
he that is faithful in little, will be faithful alſo in 
much : and he thar is unfaithful in that which is 
anothers, is not worthy to be truſted with an una- 
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Tux moral law is nature's law, whether given 
by an expreſs external authority or not, and nature's 
law is the law of nature's God, and its obligation is 
univerſal and perpetual : Heaven and earth are 
eſtabliſhed on weaker foundations than God's eter- 
nal law, for they ſhall paſs away, but not one iota 
or tittle of the law ſhall fail, till all be fulfill'd. 
And accordingly the Apoſtle, in the firſt chapter of 
this epiſtle, charaRerizes the guilty world, as ſub- 


jets of this law, and as notorious and moſt abomi- 


pable tranſgreſſors of it, in all its great and impor- 
tant branches, and therefore as under the curſe and 
condemnation of it. © And even as they did not „ 28, to 
like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave the end. 
them over to a reprobate mind, to do thoſe things 
which are not convenient : being filled with all 
unrighteouſneſs, fornication, wickedneſs, covetouſ- 
neſs, maliciouſneſs ; full of envy, murder, debate, 
deceit, malignity ; whiſperers, backbiters, haters * 

God, 
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FA. I. 


Chap 3 9. 
and on. 
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God, deſpiteful, proud, boaſters, inventers of evil 
things, diſobedient to parents, without underſtand- 
ing, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, 
implacable, unmerciful : Who knowing the judg- 
ment of God, that they who commir ſuch things 
are worthy of death, not only do the ſame, but 
have pleaſure in them that do them.“ | 

Anp the Jews, who were diſtinguiſh'd by an 
expreſs revelation and written Jaw, ſuperadded to 
natures diftates and enforcements, and who notwith- 
ſtanding were equally tranſgreſſors of it, with the 
Gentiles. —'T hey, the Apoſtle ſhews, cou'd not be 
more excuſeable in their violations of the law of 
nature, under this ſpecial ſlamp of a divine autho- 
rity, than the Gentiles, but were rather more guilty 
and obnoxious. . For thus he argues, what then? 
are we better than they ? no, in no wiſe, for we 
have before proved, both Jews and Gentiles, that 
they are all under fin ; as it is written, there 1s 
none righteous, no not one: there is none that un- 
derſtandeth, there is none that ſeeketh after God. 
They are all gone out of the way, they are toge- 
ther become unprofitable, there is none that doeth 
good, no not one. Their throat is an open ſepul- 
chre ; with their tongue they have uſed deceit ; the 
poiſon of aſps is under their lips: whoſe mouth is 
full of curſing and liners, Their feet are 
ſwift to ſhed blood. Deſtruction and miſery are in 
their ways: and the way of peace they have not 
known, There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.” 

Now it is a plain dictate of nature and reaſon 
that “ what things ſoever the law faith, it faith 
to them who are under the law“, and therefore 
certainly to them who enjoy a divine revelation, 

. not 
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condemned before God. 


not excluſive of thoſe who do not : ſo that ac- Diſ. III. 


81 


cording to this rule, every mouth is ſtopped and PA. I. 


made ſilent in its own juſtification, and the whole 
world is become guilty, and not only legally, but 
ſel condemned before God. 

Tat Doctrine is as follows; viz. 

Tur all mankind are the tranſgreſſors of the 
law of God and nature, which is common to all, 
Jews and Gentiles, and therefore all the world is 
guilty before God, obnoxious to his wrath, and, 
conſider'd as impenitent and unbelieving, under the 
righteous condemnation of his holy law. 

I snaLl. endeavour to ſpeak to theſe three things 
from the doctrine, which ſeems to compriſe the ge- 
neral ſenſe of them, and to be contain'd and im- 
plied in them. | 

I. Trar all mankind are ſubjects of the di- 

vine Jaw. | 

II. Tnar all are tranſgreſſors of this law. And 

III. Tnar all are guilty and condemned in the 

ſight of God, previous to faith and repentance, 
according to this law, 

I. ALL mankind are the ſubjects of the law of 
God, and under the authority of the ſame. By the 
divine law is here intended the moral law in gene- 


ral, the law of nature, fonnded in the reaſon and The law 
relation of things, as well as declar'd in the divine dcha'd. 


word, interwoven with man's nature, impreſſed by 
the finger of God upon his conſcience, and diftated 
by his underſtanding, the unerring rule of the divine 
conduct itfelf, agreable to which we ſay God is 
Juſt and holy, faithful and good -— the covenant 
of lite in innocence, and the rule of duty and let- 
ter of condemnation in the apoſtacy, in a word the 


law of humanity itſelf, and therefore common to 
| G | and 
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Dif. III. and obligatory upon the whole human kind, of all 


PA. I. nations, ages, complexions and religions. 
WM this is evidently implied in the text, for if 


The whole World guilty, and 


every mouth is ſtopp'd, and the whole world is be- 
come guilty before God, in conſequence of what 
the law ſays, what it enjoins and denounces, then 
every one muſt be under law, for what the law ſaith, 
it faith to them that are under it, and none but them, 
For what has a law te do with them that have no- 
thing to do with that law ? Such as are condemned 
by any law are in reaſon ſuppos'd to be the ſubjects 
of that law, under its authority, and bound to the 


obedience of it. 


AND this univerſal law, taken notice of in the 
text, can be no other than the law of nature and 
morality, written upon the heart and conſcience. 


No other law but this is common to all mankind, 


to Jews and Gentiles, Greeks and Barbarians, Chriſ- 
tians and Pagans, to ſuch as have a revelation and 


The moral ſuch as have none. No law but this can condemn 
law alone, the whole world, and ſhut up every human mouth: 


as natural for any law peculiar to Jews or chriſtians, er to any 
& revealed 
ſtops every 
mouth, 


extraordinary revelation God has made, cannot be 
a law to all mankind, in every country and period 


of time, becauſe all men, at all times, have not en- 


Joy*d ſuch revelation ; and no man ſhall be ſub- 
jected to guilt and condemnation for his diſobedi- 
ence to a law, which he had no means of coming 
at the knowledge of : ſuch a ſuppoſition is unrea- 
ſonable and unnatural, It is the law of nature 
therefore that ſtops every mouth, and ſentences to 
this general condemnation ; and - conſequently it 

may be added, this law is in perpetual force. 
Bor yet it is not to be underſtood, that the law 
of nature, as ſuch, is the only ground of human 
guilt 
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condemned before God. | 


guilt and obnoxiouſneſs to divine wrath ; the ſame Diſ. III. 
law, as committed to writing, and enjoin'd by ex- pA J. 
preſs authority, does equally, yea more powerfully I 1 


anathematize the tranſgreſſor of it: and fo do the 
peculiar ſpecial laws and requiſitions of any extra- 
ordinary divine revelation, that the ſinners of man- 
kind, in their ſeveral generations, have been reſ- 
pectively under, whether patriarchal, jewiſh or 
chriſtian. 

CHRISTIANS are the ſubjects of the divine law 
in the moſt eompleat ſenſe of it, becauſe to them it 
is not only the a of their nature, but the Jaw of 
God and of his Chriſt, injoin'd by explicit authority, 
enforced by the ſtrongeſt motives, and explain'd in 
the fulleſt manner, with the addition of many poſi- 
tive ſpecial and uſeful precepts : and therefore, in 
the ſame proportion are their obligations to. obedi- 
ence more cogent, and the guilt and condemnation 
of tranſgreſſors enhanced. 

Nxxr to chriſtians, the jews of old were moſt 
highly favoured and beſt inſtructed in the obligati- 
ons of religion, and the nature and requirements 
of God's law Amidſt numerous poſitive and tem- 
porary injunctions, the moral law had its due prefe- 
rence, and the whole diſpenſation was calculated to 

roduce virtue and the expectation of a redeemer 
and ſalvation by him. The fathers of the Hebrew 
nation had their ſingular advantages and divine diſ- 
coveries long before the days of Moles : and indeed 
revelation ſeems to have commenc'd with Adam 
himſelt, and ſome things poſitive, tho' afterwards 
corrupted, were probably handed down to ſucceed- 
ing generations, together with nature, even from 
the beginning, 
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Dif. ITT, Bur there is little reaſon to think, that when the 
PA. I. apoſtle wrote this epiſtle, any traces of ſuch ancient 
Wy Tradition remained, without the groſſeſt corruption, 


in the hands of the generality of the nations, whom 
he conſiders and deſcribes under the character of 
Gentiles, For they are repreſented as being with- 
out law, in the revealed and authorative view of it, 
and as being a law unto themſelves, having it writ- 
ten only upon their hearts and conſciences. And 
yet theſe Gentiles are the greateſt part of that world 
who are found guilty before God. 

IT is indeed true, that infants, idiots and mad- 
men of all ſorts, fall within the general denomina- 
tion and title of men; and yet it is certain, that, as 
ſuch, they are nor properly ſubje&s of the moral 
law, or accountable to God for their actions; and 
therefore are ſuppoſed to be excepted, when it is 
affirmed, that all mankind are the ſubjes of this 
law. And if it ſhould be thought ſtrange therefore 
that ſuch ſhould appear to ſuffer as ſinners ; it muſt 
be obſerved, that to conſider mankind, in regard of 
what they are ſubject to, as view'd in the Joins of 
Adam, and in conſequence of his tranſgreſſion, is 
one thing, and wo conlider them in their perſonal 
connection and character, as moral agents, is another. 
And it does not appear, that in that part of this 
epiſtle which preceeds our text, the apoſtle does at 
all view the condemned guilty world in the former 
light, but meerly as actual tranſgreſſors of that di- 
vine law they were properly under. His guilty 
perſons, in this place, are ſuch as might be conſci- 
ous of their guilt, ſuch as might be reaſon'd with 
aud convinc'd, and ſuch as might read, hear and un- 
derſtand his addreſſes, and therefore muſt be perſons 


of reaſon and reflection. And ſuch my diſcourſe 
18 
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condemned before God. . 8g 


is now directed to, who are the proper ſubjects of Diſ III. 
preaching, exhortation, argument, who have made pA. J. 
themſelves guilty before God, and are condemned 
for their own perſonal diſobedience to his law. This | 
leads us naturally to the conſideration of the next 
thing propoſed under the doctrine, viz. 
II. Tnar all mankind capable of fin, are perſo- 
nal tranſgreſſors of this law, Thus it was with the 
Jews, and thus it was with the gentiles, which are 
general characters, comprehending the whole world. 
Thus it was with the long-liv'd, impious inhabi- 
tants of the old world : and thus it was with the 
ſuperſtitious generations that ſucceeded to the uni- 
verſal deluge. The charge is true, in regard of 
our fore-fathers, who committed iniquity and did 
fooliſhly, and it is true with regard to us their * 
apoſtate ſons, 
« Who their miſdeeds have acted o'er 
And with new crimes increas'd the ſcore.” 

Where ſhall we find a meer human character on 
F ſacred record, drawn at full length,that is free from 
blame? Or where ſhall we find ſuch an one in any 
other writings, ancient or modern ? Where is per- 
fection to be found? Among high or low, rich or 

poor, in courts or armies, among princes or people ? 

Thoſe men, to be ſure, that have made the greateſt 
figure in the world, have, in general, been none of 

the beſt, to lay the beſt of them: And who will 
{3 pretend that there is a finiſhed virtue to be found 

: among the low and vulgar multitude ? Stateſmen 

1 and philoſophers have often erred, and ſuch whoſe 
E char acters are ſacred, have notwithſtanding, ſome- 

| times made themſelves vile and abominable ; nor 
have all the happy improvements either in mechanic 

arts ot the learned ſciences, been ſufficient to reſcue 
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mankind from vice and corruption. Moral wiſdom, 
it has been ever found, is the hardeſt leſſon to learn, 


ud the maſters of Ethicks and of Iſrael, allow and 


complain of it, that dull as the world is, in nothing 
are they ſo untractable, as to virtue. 
Would to God it were a more difficult matter 


to prove the 42 N under conſideration than it 


is. It is, alas! but too manifeſt, what the apoſtle 
St. John teſtifies, that ' the whole world lieth in 
wickedneſs” but too evident what another apoſtle 
obſerves, that among men, there are none righteous, 
as the Law requires, no not one. Indeed we read, 
that ſoon after men began to multiply upon the face 
of the earth, the earth was corrupt before God ; 
and that it was filled with violence. And God 
looked upon the Earth, and behold it was corrupt : 
for all fleſh had corrupted his way upon the earth.” 
The wiſe king Solomon, ſo long ago obſerved, 
* that there is no man liveth and ſinneth not.” And 
St. James, “in many things we offend all.“ There 
is in apoſtate man, a carzal mind that is enmity a- 
gainſt God—a law in our members warring againſt 
the law of our minds. The fleſh is become the 


| ſeatof fin ; and there is a fleſhly corrupt part in 


as being very numerous and offenſive in his fight. 


every man. Is it not ſo for inſtance, with reference 
to ourſelves? Are we not ſinners, and ſinfully in- 
clin'd? Where is the man that can ſay he is inno- 
cent and free from tranſgreſſion? Who is there that 
will dare to affirm, that in the temperjol his mind and 
the conduct of his life, he is, and ever has been, 
ſuch as the law of God requires? There ſurely is 
no man, at leaſt no good man, but what is ſenſible 
of his guilt and imperfection, and daily bewails his 
miſcarriages and ſhort comiogs in duty before God, 


And 
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And that is a bold and hardened ſinner indeed, that Diſ. III. 
ſays he has no ſin, for therein he deceiveth him- pA. I. 
} ſelf, and the truth is not in him. 1 
- Yea not only are all men ſinners, but great 
ſinners : and tho? there be degrees of compariſon 
among them, yet there are none abſolutely ſmall, 
No fin is little in its own nature, ſeeing it is com- 
mitted againſt God, tho” it may be relatively lo, 
And truly the beſt of men are ready eno' to ac- 
knowledge their own extreme vileneſs and unwor- 
thineſs; and their penitent cry and confeſſion is, 
every one for himſelf, in the word of the contrite 

ublican, God be merciful to me a ſinner,” O 
1 have mercy upon me a miſerable offender. 
And the worſt of men often make it manifeſt that * 
they are ſuch by their abominable wickedneſs and 
open impiety. How great, alas! the pride and va- 


7 
5 
& 
bl 
3 
Z 

f 


F nity of the human heart! How great the prevalence 
; of paſſion, worldlineſs and luſt! How much envy, 
a malignity, profaneneſs, avarice, falſhood & evil con- 


cupiſcence among the ſons of men! What ſcenes 
of open violence and oppreſſion, as well as hidden 

works of darkneſs, and latent vices of the heart ! 
3 ' Gopy's people of old, and their princes, to 
£ whom he firſt gave his written law, were very 
vicious, ſtubborn and rebellious thro'out their ge- 
nerations. And if we look into the hiſtory of other 
nations of earlier or later times, we ſhall find human 
nature and human conduct much the fame. Vice 
[4 and impiety have riſen and fallen with empires: and 
4 out of the heart of men have proceeded evil thoughts, 
1 adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetouſneſs, 
1 wickedneſs, deceit, blaſphemy, pride, fooliſnneſs.“ 
' Tat. very giving of the law to us, expre/ly and a 
1 guthoratively, proves us to be tranſgreſſors of it, 
* G 4 « For 
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Diſ. III.“ For the law was not made for a righteous man, 
PA. I. but for the lawleſs and diſobedient, for the ungodly 


1 Tim. 19 


and for ſinners.” The law was added becauſe of 
tranſgreſſion, and we well ſuppoſe, that moſt of the 
laws of men, and the written law of God, in gene- 
ral, would be ſuperfluous and unneceſſary, were we 
a ſinleſs race of beings. All are ſinners, or all need 


Not be called to repentance and to faith in Jeſus 


Chriſt, nor need he have taſted death for every man. 

Bur the conſideration and conviction of our ow? 
ſinfulneſs,guilt and impiety, is of all other the moſt 
intereſting and important to us. All will allow this 
to be a bad world, in general, in which we live, 
tho' they may not thoro'ly and rightly attend to 
their own perſonal depravit'; and wickedneſs. Let 
us therefore turn our reflection inward and view our 
ſelves, and alſo look back upon our paſt lives, and 
ſee what a part we have conſtituted of this confeſſedly 
vicious & corrupt world. Have we never erred from 
God's ways, or indulg'd a vicious inclination? Have 
our hearts been ever pure, and our lives holy? 
Have we always done that which was right in the 
ſight of the Lord, and done it with a perfect heart; 
being blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of God, with- 


Phil. 2. 15 out rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 


nation, among whom we have ſhined as lights in the 
world ?*” Has the fear of God been before our 


eyes, in our younger and elder years, and have we 


ever done thoſe things that were well pleaſing in his 
ſight ? Or rather how much and how often have 
tranſgreſſed? What omiſſions of duty and poſitive 
violations of God's holy law, do we ſtand chargea- 
ble with before him? Muſt we not own that we 
have ſinned, and that our fins and impieties have 
been attended with many circumſtances of high ag- 
gravation ? 
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gravation? How greatly have we fail'd in point of Piſ. III. 
affection towards God, whom we ſhould have lov'd PA. I. 


with all our hearts, and of benevolence towards men, 
whom we ought to have lov'd as ourſelves, and of 
temperance and ſobriety, which ſhould have baniſh'd 
eyery evil paſſion and unlawful defire from our 
breaſts ? But if our hearts reproach us, and conſci- 
ences condemn us,for frequent and great negligence 
in the duties of piety, humanity and the govern- 
ment of ourſelves, and of much actual direct evil, 
profaneneſs, unrighteouſneſs and folly, we are ſure 
that God is greater than our hearts, and knoweth 
all things ; and that his judgment is according to 
truth, againſt them which commit ſuch things. In- 
deed if our hearts condemn us not for any known 
allow*d and habitual vice, we may have confidence 
towards God, as being accepted in his dearly belov- 
ed fon; bur 'till we are thus · in Chriſt Jeſus by 
faith, and renewed in the ſpirit and temper of our 
minds, it cannot be truly frid of us, that no con- 
demnation belongs to us; but the contrary. 
WxE proceed therefore, 

III. Taar all men, in conſequence of their 
tranſgreſſion of the law of God, are under guilt and 
condemnation, antecedent to their repentance and 
forgivenels in Chriſt Jeſus. The whole guilty 
world ſtand ſpeechleſs at the tremendous bar of the 
ſupreme law-giver, the incenſed Majeſty of heaven 
and earth. Every ſinful ſon and daughter of Adam 
in their ſucceſſive generations, even ſuch as obtain 
pardon and juſtification thro? the blood of Je ſus, are, 
prior thereto, conſidered as ſtanding like condemned 
criminals at this awful tribunal,” 

GUILT and condemnation have relation to a law 
and a law-giver, an offence, a judgment-ſeat, and a 
ing kr | ſentence 


at the bar 
of God 


and 
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Diſ. III. ſentence, as proceeding from thence. God himſelf, 


PA. I. 


the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the judge, 
the law is the mouth of this judge, by which he 

ſſes ſentence upon een whoſe ſins are all 
in the light of his countenance, and who are them- 


in the way ſelves always in his ſight, and ſtanding before his 
of nature throne. Every ſinner is a malefactor and inſolvent 


all con- 
demn'd 


debtor in the eye of God's law: He has eapitally 


offended, and owes ten thouſand talents, and has 
leſs than nothing to pay. His crimes are numerous, 
and his debt enormous, and without ſome extraor- 
dinary interpoſition in his favour,cannot eſcape from 
the hands of juſtice. And however mankind may 
be ſometimes conſidered, as the ſubjects of ſome 
common indemnification and grace, in virtue of the 
merciful undertaking of the fon of God,whereupon 
they are placed in a ſalvable ſtate of perſonal trial, 
and are not at preſent the miſerable ſubjects of actu- 
al and abſolute damnation :; Notwithſtanding, I ſay, 
any ſuch general favour to the world, whatever it 
may be ſuppoſed to be ; as perſonal offenders, all 
men muſt be view'd,as ſummoned and arraigned be- 
fore God the ſupreme judge and law-giver, and as 

aſſing under ſentence of death for their crimes. 
Here the dread ſovereign of the world vindicates 
the honour of his law and juſtice, and acts in cha- 
rafter of an infinitely high and holy governor, judg- 
ing according to nature and righteouſneſs. Here 
therefore every tranſgreſſor of the law of God and 
nature, muſt ſtand confounded and condemned, as 


treated upon the foot of mere law and perſonal be- 


haviour. The law ſhews no mercy, and therefore 
by the deeds of the broken law, no fleſh living can 
be juſtified in God's ſight. If the law of God is 
in full force againſt ſinners, and all mankind are 

tranſgreſſors 
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tranſgreſſors of this law, then the conſequence is DiC III. 


| 
ed. There is therefore now no condemnation 8th Chap. 1] 


| pe9:ent, they are accurſed for ever, the anathema is 
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very ſolemn and certain, that every mouth is ſtopped pA. I. 

— the whole world is become ele before God; Ap 

that none can plead innocence and righteouſneſs in 

his preſence ; but that every ſinful creature, in the 

way of nature and law, is under condemnation and 

the wrath of God. And a ſtate of amazing miſery 

it is, as the awakened and contrite are very ſenſible, 

however inattentive the ſtupid impenitent ſinner 

may be to his wretched ſituation,and that vengeance 

of heaven that impends him. * bi 
Bur it is to be remembered, that the believing $| 

and ſanctified are delivered from this condemnation, 1 | 

being pardoned, juſtified and accepted in the beloy- 


ſays the apoſtle in this ſame epiſtle, to them that 1 ver. 1 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, [i 
but after the ſpirit.” And again, much morg 5: 9: i 
then being new juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be 
ſaved from wrath thro? him.” And this very juſti- 
fication and deliverance from condemnation 1 
ſtrates, that prior thereto, that is, before faith and 
repentance and union to Chriſt Jeſus, the juſtified 
were the ſubjects of condemnation, Their preſent 
juſtification by grace, proves their former condem- 
nation by the law. Every unbeliever is condem- 
ned : But all are unbelievers, and the wrath of 
God abideth on them, before they become the chil- 
dren of God, by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. And if even 
the ſaved of the Lord are redeemed from the curſe, 
in conſequence of theirLord being made a curſe for 
them, then previous to this redemption they were 
accurſed. | | | 


Ax with regard to the finally impenitent & diſo- 


never 
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Diſ. III. never removed, and their mouths will be ſtopped, and 
PA. I. they will appear gay and condemned at the judg - 
= Wy Nent-ſeat of Jeſus Chriſt, at the laſt day: And 
| | altho? the grace and indulgence of heaven towards 
ix them at preſent is very great, yet forasmuch as it 
| is loſt upon them, and abuſed by them, they ſhall 

- 

i 

| 


then receive the execution of that legal ſentence 
that is now paſſed upon them in the preſent time, 
and with a ſeverity apportioned to their aggravated 
guilt, in the ungrateful abuſe of redeeming love, 
and to that clear knowledge and powerful enforce- 
| ment of duty, they have enjoy'd by the goſpel. 
And accordingly our Lord and judge has told us, 
that the caſe of wicked heathen, even the moſt a- 
bandoned and profligate cities and nations, ſhall be 
more tolerable in the day of judgment, than that of 
impious & prophane chriſtians, who would not have 
had ſin comparatively,if he had not come and ſpoke 
do them, but who now have no cloke and excuſe 
for their ſins. Therefore it concerns us infinitely 
to give the moſt earneſt heed to the things that we 
have heard, and that have been ſpoken to us, in theſe 
laſt days, by the Son of God himſelf, and not neg- 
let this great ſal vation. For if profane jews and 
vicious pagans ſhall be avenged ſeven- fold, truly 
wicked chriſtians ſeventy and ſeven fold. 


IMPROVEMENT T. 


. 1ſt, PON what we have heard it js natural 
Diſ. III. to enquire, whence it is, that ſince God 
PA. II. made man, at firſt in his own moral image, endow'd 
him with rational powers, and gave him his law, 

impreſs'd upon his nature, for his obedience, he is 
become thus ſinful, alienated from him, and uni- 
verſally 
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verſally deprav'd, ſo that in no one inſtance man- Dif. III. 


kind are found acting up to the law of their minds, PA. II. 


and exhibiring a pattern of perfect righteouſneſs A, 

and virtue, but are all in fact ſinners, tranſgreſſors of 

God's law, and lie under a ſentence of death and. __ 

condemnation ? lity of ha- 
Turs muſt be owing to ſome common cauſe. man cos- 

And upon ſuppoſition that man was at firſt made ruption te- 

upright, might be occafion'd by an early apoſtacy _— * 

from God and righteouſneſs. And good and evil — . 

diſpoſitions, we know, are tranſmitted, in the way yg... 

of generation from parents to children. Mankind 

were not all made at once, and independent of each 

other, like the angels, but are link'd together in 

nature, and deſcend from and ſpring out of one ano- 

ther in the method of natural propagation. Were 

it not fo and ſome ſhould turn out vicious and 

unholy, while others held their integrity, and were 

righteous as the Jaw requires, as the angels have 

done, the thing might ſeem. to be attended with 

leſs difficulty. But that a/l fleſh ſhould corrupt its 

way, and that none ſhould be found thus righteous, 

no not one, among the fons and daughters of men, 

muſt be owing to a general defection in the head, 

which, according to the order and Jaws of nature, 

muſt certainly warp and deprave the members. 
ACCORDINGLY we read that God made man up- Eocleſ. 7. 

right, but that they have ſought out many inven- 29. 

tions. And St. Paul in this epiſtle, chap. 5. v. 19. 

points us to this general cauſe and occaſion of the - 

univerſal corruption of the world. For by one 

man's diſobedience many were made ſinners”; re- 

ferring to the Japſe of our firſt father Adam, by 

whom {in enter'd into the world, and death by fin. 

And as it always was an inconceivable thing to 

human 
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DiC.1IT, human reaſon, and the heathen in general, how fin 
PA. II. and miſery got ſuch a univerſal poſſeſſion in the 


18, 


creation of God, concerning which various contra- 
diftory and abſurd conjectures have been entertained, 
as that of two oppoſite firſt cauſes, that of no de- 
ſigning cauſe at Ki and that of an abſolute unpre- 
ventable neceſſity of, nature: As it was always a 


_ _—_ I fay, fo we can no way ſatisfactorily ac- 
or 


count for it, but by having recourſe to the moſaic 
revelation, and what the holy ſcriptures have made 
known concerning it. And whatever ſpeculative 
difficulties may attend the thing, or the explication 
of the particular manner of it, and divine diſpen- 
ſations relative to it; yet it muſt ſurely be allow'd, 
that as a fact, it is not more incredible that Adam 
in paradiſe ſhould fin, than that an angel in heaven 
ſhould : nor is it ſuppoſeable or conceivable, after- 
wards, that a mortal ſinner ſhould be the father of 
a holy and immortal race; and ' eſpecially ſeeing 
God's covenant with him had evident reſpect to his 


poſterity. 


.  Insowvcn that the apoſtle ys, by the offence 


of this one, judgment came upon all mex to con- 
demnation : and that even ſo, or in like manner, 
by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 
upon «ll men, to juſtification of life. And it may 
be aſſumed as one reaſon why the Son of God took 
upon him the human rather than the angelic na- 
ture, that the angels ſtood every one for himſelf, in 
a way of perſonal trial, whereas the generation of 
the children of men, became ruin'd by the tranſ- 
greſſion of their firſt father, without offending in 
perſon, and were involv'd in one general condem- 
nation and apoſtacy, with him whom God conſti- 
tuted their natural and covenant-head. And mars: 

ore 
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fore however juſtly God might have deny d them Diſ. III. 
exiſtence, or ſuffer'd them to have liv'd, and be- PA. II. 
come perſonally ſinful, guilty and miſerable, and 
periſh'd without hope ; yet his fatherly goodneſs 
and compaſſion ſaw fit, to provide a Saviour, a ſe- 
cond Adam and public head for them, whoſe righ- 
teouſneſs, e e to the foregoing text, ſeems to 
be, in ſome ſenſe, a counter-ballance to their infe- 
licity, as comprehended in the loins, and connected 
in the diſpenſation of the firſt Adam. 

Bur the per fonal actual tranſgreſſions of the fal- 
len race of men, certainly bring them under a freſh 
and new kind of condemnation; for the corruption | 
derived to us from Adam, does by no means excuſe 1 
the enormities of our lives, nor lay us under ſuch a | 
neceſſity of ſinning, as to deſtroy our moral agency, 
and render us incapable of religion, and of praile 
and blame and perſonal trial. Not only have we 
vitiated natures, and are become deſtitute of that na- 
tive bent and diſpoſition to virtue and righteouſneſs 
with which we muſt ſuppoſe the #r/? man to have 
been endued, when he came out of the hands of his 
creator, and are involv'd in a common condemnati- 
on with him : But we have all perſonally, wilfully 
and frequently offended, and accumulated guilt, by 
a courſe of diſobedience, and as ſuch, we and the 
whole world are guilty before God, and utterly loſt 
without a Saviour. | 

Wx do not ſay indeed, that Adam's fin is our's 
in the ſame ſenſe that it was his own, or that our 
perſonal iniquities are our own ; this would be con- 
trary both to ſcripture and reaſon, and the general 
doctrine of this diſcourſe : But to affirth that we 
are thereupon conſtituted ſinners, ſo as to become 
{ubje& to condemnation and death, and that his 


apoltacy 
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Dif. fff; apoſtacy is fomething more than the cauſe 2 N Fa 
PA. II. dn, of the univerſality. of the corruption and wick; 
+ ©... , dneſsoß the world, is plainly agreeable. to reaſon 
ud revelation both. For it cannot be ſuppas'd, 
that every mortal, ſhould in fact turn out a —.— 
unlels there was a very near connection between 
death natural and ſpiritual, and the defection of 
our earthly head had ſo affected the members, as 
to become, what may not improperly be call'd, the 
occaſion of this univerſal ſinfulneſs. And tho? it 
may be ſomewhat difficult to find words exactly 
fitted for the explanation of it, yet the thing itſelf 
ſeems to be not altogether wide of human appre- 
henſion, and the analogy of nature. * | 


2dly. Wuar 


* We ſee ſomething like it (to ſay nothing of the yariops 
kind of efficient cauſes taken notice of by logicians) in 
thoſe bereditary vices that appear to deſcend down in fami- 
lies, from generation to generation : not meerly the more 
proper vices of the fleſh, ſuch as drunkenneſs, laſciviouſaeſs, 
iodoleace. but ſuch alſo as are more peculiar to the mind, 
as lying, ſtealing, covetouſneſs, pride. And altho' we often 
and familiarly ſpeak of ſuch perſons, as being naturally Juſt- 
ful, haughty, thieviſh, deceitful——or that it is io the 
nature and maks of them, to lic, pilfer, &c. Vet it is 
' eno* to puzzle all the philoſophers in the world, to explain 
gnicely, how this lightneſe of fingers, cloſeneſs of fits, lurch 
for lying and peculiar vanity of heart is communicated by 
the veins, and runs down in the blood from parents to chil- 
., dren : nevertlieleſs the facts ſeeni to be certain and indubi - 
table, nor can one feel fully ſatisfied by reſolving it alto- 
_ gether into example. There are ſtrange pbenomina in the 

. moral as well as natural world, the reaſons and modes of 
Wjhich are in great meaſure out of our ſight, while the facts 
_  themſciv& are obvious. And. tho! we ſhould be always 
_+ careful,,. rot to confound the ideas of natural and moral 
objects in out minds, as ho they were both under the go 
„ verament and direction of d me cauſes and general Jaws ; 
Nn in trug ig hp Lud, u Ihe expceme pouſual errors, 

excentriei 
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-., 2dly. War we have heard of our ſubjection to Diſ. III. 
the authority of the divine law, our ſinfulneſs. guilt pA. II. 
and condemnation, may lead us, not improperly, to Y 
make ſome reflections, in this place, upon the nature, 
malignity and miſchievous effects of Sin, and the 
high diſpleaſure and indignation of God at it, which 
he ſees fit to manifeſt in the moſt fearful and tre- 
mendous ways. | 
In reference to the nature of (in, it may be ob- What Sin 
ſerved, that it is the tranſgreſſion of the ay the il. 
law of God, the rule of righteouſneſs. It is doing 
and. chooſing that which is wrong and unbecoming, 
according to the reaſon of things, and the conſtlitu- 
tion of God le is the oppoſition of our will and 
conduct to the divine will and law; and to that 
which in nature as well as by the appointment f 
heaven, is fit, decent and obligatory upon us. Here 
we ſpeak of fin, it muſt be remembered, in the moſt 
ſtrict and proper ſenſe of it, as relative to the heart 
and actions, principles and practices of a voluntary 
moral agent, and in which his own will and activity 
have concern; not in that ſingular view of it, in 
which it is predicated of human nature ip general as 
apoſtate in Adam, and W with thoſe evil 
| Kaas 9} - = _ principles. 
excentricities, and exceſſive fomentations of paſhon in bere 
and there an extraordinary ecormous finner. ſo wide from 
the general courſe and order of the bum an ſyſtem, is no leſs 
ſtupendous in nature, than a Comet or Vulcano. The cu- 
rious and ſagacious, can trace out the unfrequented path. 
and mark the ſorprizing ebuilitions of theſe; and we can 
all with amazement obſerve the vaſt irregularities and errors 
of thoſe : But whe is able to ſearch out ibe bidden cauſes 
of either, to perfection? The moral wonder, indeed ſome- 
times riſes quite above oatute and we ate alarmed with the 
various malignant properties of the baleful comet and bura- 
ing mountain, united in the ſame rare mortal or rather mon 
ter, carrying ruin and wide deſtruRion ihre the. earth. 
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Din ff. Pfitepte znd billes, hien afterwatds groe u 

PA: IT. Ito actual and völöntn Vicioufneſs. . th 

| lach as faid above, is thus natiirally' wro | 
perverſe, fe S0, to reaſon and truth, to io . 

deute and will ef God, and the conſtitution be has 

| made, muſt needs be an evil, a great eviljand canner | 


but be attended with miſchief and tonfulion; pain 
And forrow, ſooner or later, in regard "Of ourſelves 
" and others. 
4 ACCORDING to ſcripture as Well 10 reaſon, 705 
that accut ſed, that abominable thing which God 
hates, and the only thing in the wee that” he 
d4qqes hate, is diſobediencè to b75 will, ho is ſupream 
Lord of all, the violation of hi commands, 'whofe 
| | haws'*are/all holy jſt and good, a contempt of hi, 
„ 
high and indifpatable authority, Who is the moral 
| governor, as well as Lord of nature, an ungrateful 
abuſe of his goodneſs, who is good and none elfe is 
gobd, and whoſe tender meteies are over all his 
58 5 works: A baſe and provoking neglect of that which 
| | he has required, or a preſumptuous deing chat 
3 which he bas forbidden. 
| | The Evil St is not s natural, but à moral evil; ind * 
of Sin. a nity conſiſts in being or doing "amiſs in reſpect 
fome'rule or law divinely impoſed. It ſuppoſes 
3 ws tranſgreſſor to be endued with rea ſon know edge, 
1 moral Epdcity' to be under law, and conſcious of 
the merit and demerit of actions, diſcerning the dif- 
ference of good and evil, and the praiſe and blame 
chat attends the ſame, and acquainted, at leaſt, in 
. ſome meaſure, with the ſacred ſanctions of God's 
law, and the denefit and diſadvantage, that-attends 
well and ill- doing. Wherever there is fin and tranſ- 
grefſion, there muſt be a law and: law giver, a ſub- 
5 * or aw and aner capacity; there mutt be rea - 
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fort avd liberty, and a penalty and promiſe annexed Pif. Ill. 
to the law, either expreſſed or implied. And there- pa If. 
fore ſin againſt God muſt needs. be a dreadful and 4 9 
amazing evil, however fools may make a mock at 

it, and the ſecure and inſenſible treat it with light- 

neſs and indifference. That cannot be a harmleſs 

and meer trifling thing which expoſes to copdem- 

nation and death, and will ſubje&t the impenitent 

to eternal, as well as temporal 'pains : aswill be 

more fully confidered by and b ß. 

= Gop has plainly manifeſted his diſapprobation 
of ſin, in the very conſtitution of our minds, and in Sin the 


the adjuſtment of things, in his providence round 7 


about us, agreeable to which an unavoidable pain aoger. 
and uneaſineſs ariſes in the conſcience of the tranſ- 
r in a reflection upon the baſeneſs and unrea- 
onableneſs of his own conduct; and certain evils 
and-infelicities in life, are, as it were neceſſarily 
convected in nature, with a courſe of vice and im- 
piety, and in ſome caſes, entailed upon the poſterity 
of: the lewd and intemperate, the unrighteous, ma- 
licious and abandoned, to many generations. We 
are ſure that vice is diſpleaſing to God, becauſe jt 
evidently thwarts and contradicts chat order of na- 
ture he has inſlituted, becauſe it breaks in upon the 
peace and ſecurity of focieties, and of individuals, 
and ocealzons miſery and confufion, where he de- 
ſigned there ſhould be harmony and happineſs. 
Is not a father offended at the undutifulneſs of 
his children, a maſter at the diſobedience. and un- 
falthfulneſs of his ſervants, and a prince at the diſ- 
loyalty and rebel lion of his ſubjects ? But there is 
no anger like that of the deity, the great father. 
Lord and proprietor of the world at the wickedneſe 
of his creatures: as may be argued, - not only from 
l : a 11 2 the 
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from the holinels. of his law; for it isreafomble to 
ſqppoſe;that in proportion to his-preſent indulgence, 


SANG and forbearance, and the rectitude of his adminte 


ſtration, will be his final ſeverity towards the incor- 


' rigible, and ungrateful abuſers-of his mercy and 
. compaſſion, His preſent lenity and tenderneſs will 


RifeRs of 
Ga. 


make his future reſentment cut the deeper : and-it 
will be.a moſt fearful thing to fall into the han- 
of his punitive, avenging juſtice, when his great 


patience is exbauſted, and he ſtirs up all his wrath, 


canfiot harden himfelf againſ. 


and. pours out his indignation in full vials upon the 
ungodly... And truly the patience and forbearance 


of heaven towards vile and abominable tranſgreffors; 


is amazing and inconceivable, and greatly beyond, 
not only hat they might juſtly expect, but beyond 
what even they themſelves cou'd hive a face to 
aſk, were it referred-to them; and the terror of 
their approaching ruin will doubtleſs be anſwerable, 
for deſtruction ſhall come upon them from the 
almighty, and God will fay, “ Ah Lwilſeaſe met 
mine adverſaries, I will avenge me of mine enemies.” 

A peFiLED condemned guilty ſinner is à moſt 
unhappy creature, how inſenſible ſoever he may be 
to his condition and miſery. And that hemay*be 
alarm'd with his deplorable eircumſtances, and be 
excited ſeaſonably to flee for refuge to lay bold on 
the hope ſet before him we ſhall gow proceed in our 
reflections, to touch a little upon the horrid, ſhock- 
ing conſequences: of impiety and guilt, not only 
Hereafter in the jgviſible world, where ſinners lie 
down in forrow, but even at pteſent, in thoſe terri- 
ble'judoments that come upon the world, which are 
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more ſenfible; affecting things, and which the infidel 
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= itt prepared, be bath. made it | 
| breath of the Lord, like a ſtream. of brimſtone; | 


everlaſting: fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
Revelation informs us of a lake of fire and 
drimſtone ; and our Lord often ſpeaks of that place 
of torment, where the worm dieth not, and the fice 
is not uenched, where there is weeping and wail- 
ung an oaſhing of teeth, the portion of hars and 
the flothful unprofitable ſervant. The wicked 
Mall be turned into hell, and all the nations that 
forget God. The deſtruction of the tranſgreſſors 
and the ſinners ſhall be together, and they that for- If. 1. 28. 
ſake the Lord ſhall be conſumed. St. Paul aſſures 
us in this epiſtle, that to them that are contentious 
and obey not the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, 
all be finally render'd, indignation and wrath, tri- 


evil, Jews and Gentiles, -'' 

Ap with regard to thaſe evils, miſeries and hor- 
nible cataſtrophes, that from time to time befall the 
world and che nations of it, which are more /enſi- 
ble ſtriting things, it is allowed and confeſſed, eſ- 
pecially in the time of chem, that they are the 
fruits and effects of (in, and the. expreſs teſtimoni- 
als of the divine anger at, and deteſtation of it 
that they are the righteous judgments of heaven, 
inflidded upon a guilty world, abounding with im- 
piety and wickedneſs, by the over - tuling hand of 
providence: and fo are ſure demonſtrations, that ſin 
is as malignant and offenſive in the ſight of heaven, 
as theſe diſpenfations - are ſurprizing and dreadful 
upon earth. And truly the calamities incident to 
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dulation and anguiſh, even to every ſoul that doth ch 2.8,9; 
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Diſ. III. the greatneſs, but even goodneſs of his maj ,and 


PA. II. from the bolineſs of his law '; for it isreaſomble to 
ſuppoſe that in proportion to his-preſent indulgence, 
Anand forbearance, and the rectitude of his admini- 
ſtration, will be his final ſeverity towards the incor- 

' rigible, and ungrateful abuſers-of his mercy and 
compaſſion; His preſent lenity and tenderneſs will 
make his fature ett cut the deeper 2 and ĩ | 

7 will be.a moſt fearful thing to fall into the 'han? 
| of his punitive, avenging juſtice, when. his great 
patience is exhavſted, and he ſtirs up all his wrath, 

And pours out his indignation in full vials upon the 

22 ungodly... And truly the patience and forbearance 

£4 Hf beaven towards vile and abominable tranſgrefſors; 
| is amazing and inconceivable, and greatly beyond, 
| not only what they might juſtly expect, but beyond 
1 what even they themſelves cou'd hive a face to 
i aſk, were it referred-to them; and the terror of 
their approaching ruin will. doubtleſs be an{werable, 

for deſtruction ſhall come upon them -from the 

bl almighty, and God will fay, «© At; willeafe met 
If. 1. 24. mine adverſaries, I will avenge me of mine enemies.” 
A? periLED condemned guilty ſinner is a” moſt 
unhappy. creature, how inſenſible foever he may be 
to his condition and miſery, And that he maybe 
alarm'd with his deplorable eircumſtances, and be 
excited ſeaſonably to flee for refugeto lay bold on 
the hope ſet before him we ſhall go] proceed in our 
reflections, to touch a little upon the horrid, ſhock- 
ivg con ſequences of impiety and guilt, not only 
Hiereafter in the inviſible world, where ſinners Tie 
Cl down in ſorrow, but even at preſent, in thoſe terri- 
13 bie jodgments that come upon the world, which are 
1 more ſenfible; affecting things, and which the infidel 
| canfiot harden himfelf againſt, 
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%% Terher is ordained of old, yea for the King Dir Ik 
vis prepared, be bath. made ir deep and ge Pa. If. 
pile thereof is fire and much wood, and the , 
breath of the Lord, like a ſtręeam of brimſtone; | 
doth*kindle it. The wicked ſhall go away into 
ever laſting fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
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Revelation informs us of a lake of fire and 
bfimſtone ;\ and our Lord often ſpeaks of that place 
of torment, where the worm dieth not, and the fice 
js not uenched, where there is weeping and wail- 
ung an poaſhing of teeth, the portion of hars and 
of the flothful unprofitable ſervant. The wicked 
ſhall be turned into hell, and all the nations that 
forget God. The deſtruction of the tranſgrefſors 
and the ſinners ſhall be together, and they that for- If. 1. 28. 
ſake the Lord ſhall be conſumed. St. Paul aſſures 
us in this epiſtle, that to them that are contentious 
and obey not the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, 
{hall-be finally render'd, indignation and wrath, tri- 
, even to every foul that doth ch 2.8,9; 

evil, Jews and Gentiles. - | 

© AND with regard to thaſe evils, miſeries and hor- 
tible cataſtrophes, that from time to time befall the 
world and che nations of it, which are more /en/i- 
ble ſtriking things, it is allowed and confeſſed, eſ- 
pecially in the time of them, that they are the 
fruits and effects of ſin, and the. expreſs teſtimoni- 
als of the divide anger at, and deteſtation of it 
that they are the righteous judgments of heaven, 
inflicted upon a'guilty world, abounding with im- 
piety and wickedneſs, by the over - tuling hand of 
providence: and ſo are ſure demonſtrations that ſin 
is as malignant and offenſive in the ſight of heaven, 
as theſe diſpenſations are ſurprizing and dreadful 
upon earth. And truly the calamitios incident to 
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fame and ew ag „and pa. chat is born of . 


the hem of War, or the {p 


woman, is of few days and full of trouble. Sin 
and miſery g hand in hand, and the apoſiare inhas.. 
bitants of this globe, ſeem to be plac d at the ama 
diſtance from bappineſs. that they are from ingo: 
cenge, | There arg pot oply lighter pffiiftions and. 
more Noo jo iufelicities, but tribulations 75 arg 
great and ſore, and ſometimes excenſiye. and vary 
deſtruQive, that ſwallow up and hury multrudes. 
in a quick and genesal. ruin. Pd can paint all 
ing deſolating 
tetrors of an earthquake ?, Who, gad deſcribe; tha 
diſtreſſes of a /þi — 3 or the fearful waſting rage 
of peſtilence 10 famine? Who can delineate che 
various ſcenes and dire approaches of death, that 
of [errors, preſenting himſelf in every hide». 
ous form? or who can expreſs or eng the 
greatneſs of many human calamities ?. And yet 
this is all the — of ſin—all the anger of Gad! 
Woul p that God, who has a tender regard to the 
works of his own hands, and eſpecially io mankind, 
form'd.in his image, and diſtinguiſhed by his good. 
neſs, would he I fay, once have drowned the whole 
2 eight perſons. only excepted, had not that 
ice and immorality, in which it was delug'd before, 
bag extremely malignant and offenſive to the. dl. 
vine holineſs and pet fection? The divine compaſ- 
fon gyould not have, indeed. permitted ſuch. awful 
carnage and deſtruQtion, were it not that no means 
could reform, no council move that hardened 4 impi- 
d generation? theregore the tHtatned ſtorm of 
% vengeance, 
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WE . are expreſly told that the wickedneſs Wo ine 91 
af World, was the moral cauſe and reaſon of the de- 
570 luge: and likewiſe that the impurity: and itapicty 
he of the cities of the plain of Sodom, was the occaſion 
FT of the dreadful and memorable overthrow of that 


devoted country to this day, and therefore faid to 
be ſet forth for an example ſuffering the Vengeance 
of eternal fire! An awful prelude and emblem of 
a burning world: for we read that the heavens and 
earth that are now, are kept in ſtore, reſerved unto 
fire, againſt the day of judgment; and we are ex- 
preſly told that it is for the perdition of ungodly 
men. This terraqueons globe and ſurrounding at- 
moſphere are kept in ſtore, as a rod is laid up for 

correction, or fuel treaſured up for the burning * 
LEr 

FThe fatat period, the great hour is come, ' 
and nature ſhrinks at her approaching doom; ' 8 
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Dif TH; - Lr us plate burſelves, in imagipation:{as we of- 
PA. II. ren ſhould) upon the con ſines of time; and the 9285 
rn, eternal woll, whit derselbe 
this, and view the earth wrapt in flame, 
_the 2 vaniſhing as a ſcrol, the moon blood, 
the ſyn veil'd in darkneſs, and i pr 
tains and other wicked inhabitants of the earth, call - 
ing to the rocks and mauntains to fall on them 
hide them from the face of him that ſitteth on 
throne, and from che wrath of the lamb : and when 
we do ſo,we ſhall find aorfelves obliged to acknow- 
ledge that there is no evil like that of ſin, no anger 
Is like that, of God! And it is obſervable, chat the 
. ea of majeſty, and of wrath-as à conſuming fire, 
ined to that of a lamb, in the aboyewentioned text, 
eems to he 2 lively intimation of what was hinted 
at before, namely, that the preſept mildneſs and 
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Loud peals of thuoder give HY and all _ 
 Heav'ns terrors in array furrgund the ball; 
Sharp lightoiogs with the metcor's blaze coſpre, 
And darted downward ſet the world on tej 
Black riſing clouds the thickning #ther choc, 2 
- And ſpiry flames ſhoot thro' the rolling ſmake. 
q With keen vibrations cut the ſul leo . 
And ſtiike the dark hed ſhy with dreadful light 5 ö 
| From bean four regions, with immortal force, 
| Angels drive on the. winds im impetubus courſe, , | 
| | T' enrage the flame ; it ſpreads, it ſoars on high, wi tt. 
8vells i io the ſtorm and billows thro' the * 


Here winding pyramids of fire aſcend, | 
. Cities and defarts; in ohe ruin Roo 
i | Here blazing volymes- wifted overwbelm 
Ihe ſpacious face of a far diſtaq team 
. There, undermin'd down ruſh etcrns! \ hills, 
L | | The neigbb'ring yales the vaſt deſti uction fills, 
| \ouxG's Jaſt Day. 
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+ Avp'now ſurely that Which has and will, twice 
qeſtrby the world; and but y it in its dn ruins can- 
lot be a ſmall;: a trifling, ah. inconſiderable ching. 
Phe evil of (in, in its effects and conſequences, ap- 
pears evident ta ſenſe, even as reaſdn and conſcience 
rperecive its malignity, in its nature and properties. 

Non does the length of time, obliterate the me- 
mory cor mitigate the malignity of ſin, which is all 
in the night of God's countenance, and recorded in 
the book of his everlaſting remembrance. This 1s 
veri ſied ĩa the inſtance of original ſin, which has ex- 
trended in the miſerable: effetts of it to all poſterity, 
band will to the end of the world and renovation of 


tall thipgs: \Andabfo in the protrafted, complicated 


miſeries and calamities of the obſtinate and perfidi- 
ous Jews. Upon them and their children, accord- 
ing to their Exectable prayer, has defcended the 
vengeance due to. murder and implacable malice to 
a thouland generations...» 
We may forget, extenuate and cover our iniqui- 
ties, but in the" ſight of God they remain invaria- 
bly the ſame, and his judgment is always according 
t truth; and he will be juſtified when he ſpeaks, 
and be clear when he judges. Nor ſhall we ever 
find mercy and obtain deliverance from the righte- 
ous condemnation of God's law, till we confeſs 
and forſake our fins, till we repent and are con- 
verted, and arg ſprinkled with that blood of ſprink- 
ling, which: ſpeaketh and procureth better things, 
than the blogd and ſasrifice of Abel, 
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goverament of the 1 p ty, apd 11 850 the 7580 
and occaſion, of his panilhment a RR ARA 
150 hee can 135 the earth from her or re. 
verſe, the or and laws of nature. Wk ranſc 
is alone of God 8 providin : the great and offende 
jawgiver, hag himſelf lai | help for us, without our 
ſeeking or deſerving, upon a mighty ſayiour, who is 
able to ſaye to the uttermoſt all that come unto Go 
the Father by him, "Tho? we. have deſtroyed e 6 
ſelves, yet our help! is in God. And d th heſe ar 
glad tgings of the golpel, that God Is in Chriſt geln 
reconciling the world unto himſelf, 1 D De 
their treſpaſſes unto them; In Chan exefore we 
have redemption thro” his blood, the forgiyeneſs of 
ſins, according to the riches of divine grace : and 


by whom we have therefore accels, by faith into 
this grace herein we ſtand, and rejoice. in hope of 
the glory of God. 

FinaLLy, Were there opportyniry F might 
make ſome refleQions upon the boite od and 
his eternal law, by which. th whole Wei d is. be- 


come guilty before bim, and edel 00 a ſentence 


of righteous condemnation. God 1 is of purer eyes 
than to behold i iniquity, nor ſhall the Wicked dwell 
in his pre 475 is the obje&t of his infinite 
verſion, apd he hates all the workers of ; iniquity. ' 
The tran{pendent | purity and perfeQtion his na- 
ture places him at the greatelt pollible diſtance 
from every thing vicious and immoral ; nor can he 
countenance the tranſgreſſion of that holy and per- 
feet law, which f is the trauſcript of his own 170 150 
FCeulate 


a bh 


<3 ABA God. TY | 
7 +” condemned before: Gol. 10 | 


evlate 1awpſe, in any; chr of his ,immenſe-unir If Nl: 
verſel detinion. The angels were baaifh'd from pa II 
heaven and an from his earthly patadiſe, for ihe 
firſt inſtance of diſobedienge and rebellion; sad 
his own eternal ſon, as the only ſufficient offering, 
is ſent from heaven, to make attonement for' the 


tranſgreſſions of the latter, by the holineſs of his 


< B 2 5 
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bs L , 


1 life, and the moſt excruciating pains of a curſed 

and ignominious death, that they might bave re- 

8 demption by his blood; while the former are left 
under chains of darkneſs, bound over to the final K 
court of juſtice, the judgment of the great day. | 


Tux ends of moral goverament, and character 
of the great God, as rector of the univerſe, re- 
quire. that he ſhould magoify the law and make it 
honourable, and not ſuffer his honor and authority 
.to be deſpiſed, and his commands violated with im- 
Ppunity, Nor was it morally fit, right and conſiſtent 
with the holineſs and governing wiſdom of God, to | 
. paſs over the ſins of men, without a ſuitable at- 
tonement and reparation to Jaw and juſtice : other ; 
. wiſe, when propitious heaven projected the falva- | 
tion of a ſinful race, and entertained thoughts of 
love and kindneſs to men, ſuch a coſtly, dear ex- 


edient wou'd never have been pitch'd upon, as the 
| Nehrerihg up the only begotten Son of God, as a 
piacular, expiatory ſacrifice, typified by the paſchal 
immaculate lamb, and other propitiatory offerings 
under the law of Moſes: from which amaz- 
ing inſtance, indeed, the great evil of fin, the an- 
ger of God. at it, the rectitude of his adminiſtration 

and inyjolable holineſs of his law, are manifeſted | 
and diſplay'd, beyond all other conſiderations what- 1 
ever, , At the croſs of Chriſt, we may moſt effec- | 
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. twally-Tearn the. infinite demetit of fin, For if the 
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of the Impolſibilieyof- he Sinners 


Juſtification by the LANs in the 
Sight of God. 


* oM II. 20. 


Therefore by the Deeds of the Ew, 


there ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified in 


his Sight. For by the Law 15 the 
K 10 whed ge of Sin. 


HESE words contain the woſtle s concluſi- Dil. IV. 
on from the foregoing conſideration in this PA. I. 
before proved, both Jews vu 


epiſtle : He has 


and Gentiles, that they are all under fin;— The reſale 


that they, are all ſubjects of the divine law either in 


the natural or the authoritive way, having j it wrote 
in their hearts, or in the holy ſcriptures ; that they 


were all tranſgreſſors of that law, in groſs and abo- 


minable inſtances, and greatly defective in point of 
moral character, both in reference to their inward 
temper and outward behaviour ; that therefore 


they were all guilty before God, and under the 
50 teous condemnation of the law, even the whole 

Id of mankind; for there are none righteous as 
ihe lay rez. no not one. Whatſoever the Jaw 
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Way fly them, that are u 


fight of. God,. by virtue 
the ground of their condemnation. If their diſo- 
bedience to this law condemns them,” their obedi- 

- ence to it cannot juſtify them. Well. therefore 
Me" conclude. from theſe premiſes, 
of the 

e bis Fight : 


might the apo | | | 
a$ in the text. Therefore by the 
law, there ſhall no fleſh be jultified 
for by the law is the Knowledge of: fin”? . 
Los all plainly fee that the great truth to be 
illuſtrated and confirmed frony theſe words is this, 
That juſtification by the deeds' of the law, in the 
ſigkt of God, is a thing imprafticable and impoſſi- 
ble, in regard of mankind univerſall xy. 
Tuaar by n fleſh in the 
vo man, no mortal ſon of Adam: and that by this 
expreſſion he means to exclude every individual 
rom the privilege of juſtification in the way 
rom the preceeding verle, 


N erſon fron | 
| of hay, is fo evident 
where he 
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iV. faith; whether av # fule of doty;or an adnitfififation 
_— of death, it muſt be MS ws ſay to them, and 
er the law and the obliga 
ons of it, as the apoſtle obſet ves in ah verſe imme - 
diately preceeding the text. Fut all menkind uni- 
verſally, of alt ages and nations, ate undet ihie law, 
in ſome ſhape or other, which is thas univerſally 
violated ; ſo that the mouth of every boaſting, ſelt- 
righteous Phariſee is ſtopped, 
and cordemnation are extended  equally* with the 
divine law; and the tranſgreſſion of it, to the utter- 
moſt ends of the earth. And if | the whole ſinful. 
race of men are thus chargeable with guilt, and ſtand 
condemned, as tranſgreſſors, at the bar of God the 
ſupreme ruler and univerſal law- giver; then cer- 
tainly no mortal can be acquitted and juſtified in the 


„and perſon 


ti- 


guilt 


that fame law which is 


* 


text, the apoſtle means 


ſays, « every month is ſtopped, ani 


d all 
7 55 
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4 the Tranſgreſeor- of it.” RO 
the world become goilty”; and from the whole Diſ. IM. 
ſtrain of Riis reaſoning. at nothing more need be pA. I. 
added upon that head. Indeed this'is the common . , 
ſetſe of be phraſe, * all fleſh”. So, ſpeaking of * 
the wWiekednefs of the old world, God ſays, all 
. (i. e.) all men had corrupted- their way be- 
#6 ore him. And the rainbow, God calls the cove- 
nannt between him and / Feb, or the whole world. 
„All fleſh is graſs“ (i. e.) every individual mortal 
is like grafs and. the fading flower. But there are 
1 ſome other words and phrafes in the text, that 
y need a more particular conſideration, ſuch as 6zing 
tified; hit deeds of the lab, and the fipbt of God, 
fore we proceed to the direct proof tho doc- 
trine. 1 ſhall therefore; - 
1. e theſe enquiries; what is intended 
-<« his fight”, or God's ſi ght in this place ? 
Wen by S deeds of we law? 250 what | 
_ ifcation ? > | 
1. Dee the propoſition here aſſerted, That f 
* Juſtification, by the deeds of the law, in the | 
fight of God; is a thing impratticable and 
6 - itnpoliible, in regard of mankind 'univerſally,” 
Aid dien — ſome Improvement. 
= I. IS anſwer theſeenquiries; what is intend- 
edby his ſightꝰ, or God's Goht in this place? what 
by the deeds of the law? and her by juſtificacion!? 
And in the firſt place by the phraſe © his fight”, 
or the fight of God what is intended? There | 
ſhall no Neſh be juſtified in his fight.” 16195 
To give ds a full and juſt idea of this matter, The bebt 
it mull be obſery'd, that the words J and con- of God is 
demr, ate forenſic and juridical terms, and have re- his Judg- | 
lation to a law, a court, a judgment-ſeat,'a judge ment Scat. 
and a ſentence paiſed by ſuch judge, in reference 
to 
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Diſ IV. to the ſubjects of ſuch Jaw, and according to their 


PA. I. 


The Law cannot. juſtify 


confòrmity or non-copformity to it, in their hearts 


nnd actions. In this court God is judge himſelf: 
| T here all moral actions are triable, and cogniz 
The judge is taken of the heart. The Lord is in his holy 
is God the temple, the Lord's throne is in heaven: his 


Father. | 


* 
* 


erring 


dance in Chriſt Jeſus. 


behold, and his eye · lds try the children of men,” 


The eyes of that omniſcient, omnipreſent judge, 


whom the heaven of heayen's cannot contain, 
run to and fro throꝰ the earth, beholding the good 
and evil that is done under the ſun. He knows 
our 1 ; he underſtands our 
thoughts afar off, and is acquainted with all our 
ways; even with every. word in our tongues and 
imagination and purpoſe jn our hearts, Nothing is 
'concealed from the all pervading eye of that in- 
finitely holy majeſty with whom we bavs to do. 
All things are open and naked before him, our fins 


are all in the light of his countenance, he under- 


ſtands the perver ſeneſs of our inner man, and all 
the etrors of our lives, the darkneſs of the night 
hideth-not from him, or the darker receſſes of the 
human heart ; but he ſees quite thro? our ſouls, 
weighs our actions, and eſtimates our characters, 
by the perfect rules of his ſacred law, and the un- 
ing ballances of eyerlaſting truth and righteouſ- 
neſs. When the ſight-or preſence of God, is con- 
ſider'd in connection with 'juſt:fication and condem- 
nation, with law and judgment, it naturally leads 
our thoughts up to his dread tribunal ; where the 
whole guilty condemned world are repreſented as 
ſtanding, in the verſe immediately before the text, 
previous to their juſtification by faith, and. accep- 
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the Tranſgreſſor of. it; 


„u are taught to conceive of the great God Dif, IV. 


113 


and father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as ſeated PA. I. 
upon a throne of juſtice, ſtanding for the honor 


of his law and government, and reconcileable only 
In the mediator, as infinitely holy and inflexibly 
Yighteous, maintaining the right of juſtice and 
honor of his crown; at the ſame time that we 
yiew him bent upon the deſign of mercy, and 
projecting the redemption of ſinners, thro? the 
voluntary interpoſition and ſufferings of his own 
eternal Son: And therefore he muſt be con- 
ſidered as virtually paſſing judgment, by the 
mouth and ſentence of his law, condemning 
impenitent ſinners in the preſent time for their 
tranſgreſſions; and alſo now juſtifying and ad- 
mitting to peace and favor, thro' the blood of 
Jeſus, according to the conſtitution of the goſ- 
.pel, all ſuck as with the heart believe unto 
righteouſneſs, and with their mouth make con- 
feſſion unto ſalvation”, There is a condemna- 
tion and juſtification that belong to the preſent 
time, and have reference to the judgment of 


God the father, who is therefore ſaid to yuſtify 
as well as condemn, and who 1s reconciling the 


world unto himſelf in Jeſus Chriſt, having ma- 
nifeſted his righteouſneſs without the law to 
this end, and ſer forth his own ſon as the pro- 
pitiation for our ſins, that he might be juſt, and 
yet the juſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſus. 

Arp as the ungodly world lie under the 
condemnation of the violated covenant and law of 
nature, ſo the children of God are in very deed, 
paſſed from death. to life, and there is now no 
condemnation belongs unto them. And the 
ſaints are delivered from that curſe and wrath 
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The Law cannot juſtify 


Diſ IV. of God, that ſtill abides upon the unbelieving 
PA. I. and impenitent, o7/y in virtue of that atonement 
waz) and ſatisfaction to injured Jaw and juſtice, which 


God has received, in the obedient death and 
ſacrifice of his only begotten ſon. In the way 
of grace and faith imputed for righteouſneſs, 
the ſame ſinner is now juſtified and accepted, 
in the fight and judgment of God, that once 
ſtood condemned there, upon the foot of law 
and nature. 

Ap every {inner ſhould view himſelf as ſtand- 
ing in God's preſence and before his throne, 
accurſed and condemned, till by faith he be- 
comes partaker of Jelus Chriſt, and of that re- 
demption that is in him. For ſuch a realizing 
ſenſe of our ruined condemned circumſtances, 
as ſinners, 1s the great preparative for embrac- 
ing the Savior, and prizing the goſpel falva- 
tion. The whole need not the phyſi- 
clan, but they that are fick.” Such contrite, 
humble, ſelf-emptied ſinners, Chriſt came to 
ſave, to ſuch he is welcome, and to them it is 
a ſaying worthy of all acceptation, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is come into the world to ſave ſinners. — 
Theſe are the labouring, heavy-laden ones, 
whom he invites to come unto him, and that 
find reſt to their ſouls in ſo doing, and are the 
ſinners, whom eſpecially he came to call to re- 
pentance. But to the vain and ſelt-righteous, 
he has no form or comlineſs that they ſhould 
deſire him : As they do not feel their wretch- 
edneſs and miſery, ſo they cannot prize the re- 
medy. While they do not ſee themſelves con- 
demned before God by nature and law, they 
will not ſeek and earneſtly deſire, juſtification. 


and 
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the Tranſgreſſor of it. 


and acceptance, by the blood of Chriſt. Be- Diſ IV. 
fore we receive help and pardon from God, it pA, I. 
is neceſſary that we become duly ſenſible that Camus 


we have deſtroyed ourſelves. The Prodigal 
returns empty and ſtarving, confeſſing and re- 
penting, and in this way finds favor and accep- 
tance in the preſence of the ſame father, who 
before conſidered him as an offender, 

For tho' God the father hath appointed a 
day, in which he will judge the world in righ- 
reouſneſs, by that man whom he hath ordained 
to this high office, and of which he hath given 
aſſurance unto all men, in that he hath raiſed 
him from the dead, and therefoge hath com- 
mitted all judgment to the ſon, in reference to 
that day, and does himſelf perſonally judge no 
man; yet we are ſure that the father hath a 
throne and a judgment-ſeat as well as the fon ; 
and that there is a guilt and condemnation that 
the impenitent are now the ſubjects of before 
God, in conſequence of their violation of his 
law; which Jaw, as the judge's mouth, paſſes 
{entence upon them, otherwiſe they would not 
be condemned already, nor need ſuch proviſion 
be made in Jeſus Chriſt, for the ſinner's juſti- 
fication before God. Did not God the father 
now condemn the tranſgreſſor by his law, the 
application of the blood of Chriſt his ſon would 
not be neceſſary for his preſent juſtification a- 
gainſt the claims and curſes of that law. And 
moreover, if the believing and faithful were nor 
now juſtified in the ſight and preſence of God 
the father, but their juſtification was wholly re- 


fer'd to the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, then there 


| would be no pardon, 


no peace with God, no 
I 2 Geliverance 


— 


116 The Law cannot juſtify 


Diſ. IV. deliverance from wrath, no ſealing of the ſpirit, 
PA. I. no ſure title to life, before the end of the world. 
hut this is all right contrary to the doctrine of 
the goſpel, which aſſures us that believers have 
now remiſſion of ſins, are reconciled to God, 

and are made his adopted ſons and daughters. 
IIdly, War are we to underſtand by the 
deeds of the law ? By the deeds of the law, 
all know 1s intended the werks of the law : 
And that conſidered in relation to juſtification, 
they muſt be works performed in obedience and 
conformity to the law, in ſuch a ſenſe, as vici- 
ated creatures are capable of performing the 
righteouſneſs of the law, which at beſt, is but 
defeCtiveiy, and not with that perfection that it 
requires. The only queſtion is, what 1s that 
law, to which theſe deeds are ſuppoſed to have 
reſpect, and which is here intended, when it is 
| ſaid, by the deeds of this law no fleſh ſhall be 

juſtified in the ſight of God ? * 

The mo- To this it may be anſwered, it 1s that law 
ral law which is common to Jews and Gentiles, to all 
— nations and ages of men. It is that law, by 
ed. which every mouth is ſtopped, and the whole 
world is become guilty before God; by which 
they all ſtand ſpeechleſs, convicted and felf- 
condemned at his awful bar. It is that law by 
which 1s the knowledge of ſin, which entered 
that 


* By works excluded from ju/{ifcation or ſalvation, he 
[St. Paul] doth not mean only ceremonial aworks or ri- 
tval objerwations of the moſaic conſtitution : For he 
expreſly excludes works of righteouſneſs, or righteous 
works, Tit. 3. 5. Not by wwerks of vighteouſne/s : 
which aue have done, but according to his mercy he 
SAVED us.” Now this ſets aſide, not only ceremonial ! 
works, but all acts of obedience properly moral. 

Taylor's Key, p. 98. 
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the Tranſereſſor of it. 


that the offence might abound in the appre- Diſ IV. 
henſion of the ſinner. It is that law which con- pA, I. 
tains the precepts of morality in it, and prohi- Cul 


bits the enormous vices, which the Apoſtle 
charges upon the Gentiles and Jews in the 
foregoing part of this epiſtle. It is the law 
mentioned in the latter part of Deut. 27. and 
in Levit. 18, 3. Which if a man do he ſhall 
live in them.” It is that law which Chriſt came 
to redeem us from the curſe of, by being made 
a curſe for us, even for us Gentiles and the 
whole world. And to mention no more, it is 
the fame law in ſubſtance with the ten com- 
mandments, the ſacred decalogue, for the pre- 
cepts of this law are expreſly mentioned by the 
apoſtle in thoſe conſiderations from whence he 
draws up the concluſion in our text. 

AnD what law can this be, to which all theſe 
characters agree, but the moral lau, the lau of 
nature principally and in the primary intention? 
What other law is thus univerſal in its obliga- 
tion, and common to the whole world, but the 
law of nature ? Of what other law can all man- 
kind be tranſgreſſors and guilty before God? 
What other law, gives the knowledge of ſin and 
condemnation ? What other law did Jeſus Chriſt 
come to redeem mankind from the curſe of? 
By what other law could theGentiles be accurſed, 
who had no other law but this ? And finally 
what other law, but that of nature and morality, 
can be the rule of the final judgment, when God 
will render to every man, according to his deeds, 
and Judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt ; 
their tho'ts and inward reaſonings in the mean 
time accuſing or excuſing of them, as the apoitle 
obſerves in the foregoing chapter? 

1 gily. WHAT 
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Diſ. IV. 


PA. I. 
— — 


To juſti- 
ſy 18 to 
make juſt 


by ſenten- 


tial decla- 
ration, not 
to make 

inherently 
righteous. 


The Law cannot Juſtify 


2dly. War are we to underſtand by that 
Juſtification which the Apoſtle here conſiders as 
in the gt of God, and of which he ſo peremto- 
rily declares, no mortal can be the ſubject by 
the deeds of the law. 

To juſtify in the primary literal ſenſe, ſigni- 
fies to make juſt, to make righteous or holy, 
and ſo is the ſame as to ſanctify, to renew and 
render morally conformable to the divine law in 
heart and practice. But it is plain the apoſtle 
does not underſtand juſtification in this ſenſe, 
becauſe he is not {peaking in this place of inbe- 
rent righteouſneſs, or unrighteouſneſs, but of 
guilt and condemnation in the ſight of God, and 
ſo of that which is oppoſite thereto, abſolution, 
acquittance, pardon. The vice and wickedneſs 
of the world is one thing, and their condemnation 
for it by the judgment of God 1s another : So 
their virtue and righteouſneſs is one thing, and 
the ſentential declaration of their judge pro- 
nouncing them righteous, is another thing: The 
morality and immorality, the holineſs and un- 
holineſs of characters and perſons, is a different 
thing from their judicial condemnation and juſti- 
fication at the bar of God ; and they are both 
oppoſed to each other. To conderan and jutti- 
fy in the ſcripture ſenſe, as was obſerved before, 
are phrales uſed in relation to courts and trials, 
and are only the judges declaration or ſentence 
in reference to the guilty and innocent. And 
ſuch as are declared guilty in this legal forenſic 
way are not made guilty and inherently vicious 
by ſuch ſentence, but are ſuppoſed to be ſo be- 
tore, and are jrdicially condemned in conſequence 
of it : So they that are pronounced righteous, 


acquitted 


the Tranſgreſſor of it. 119 


1 acquitted and juſtified in the ſight of God, are Diſ. IV. 
3 not ſanctified and morally renewed by ſuch ſen- PA. J. 
a tence of the judge, but are acquitted from their Cy, 
3 guilt and that condemnation that lay upon them, ö 
: thro* the righteouſneſs of the mediator ; and 
that faith which is concerned in their juſtifica- 
tion, is ſuppoſed likewiſe to purify their hearts, 
and operate in them as a principle of univerſal 
| holinels, 
Tux apoſtle's reaſoning in this place ſtands 
; thus, “ All men are tranſgreſſors of the divine 
| law, and therefore the whole world are obnoxi- 
x ous to the wrath of God,and are under a ſentence 
of condemnation to a deſerved puniſhment :* 
We therefore conclude no fleſh can be pardon'd 
and deliver'd from this condemnation, and be 
declared righteous in the ſight of God, and treat- 
ed as ſuch on account of his legal works and 
performances. He that has condemned them to 
puniſhment on the account of their diſobedience 
to his law, cannot ſentence them to righteouſneſs 
and life, on account of their conformity to it. 
This reaſoning is natural and concluſive. But 
if we underitand, by the juſtification in the text, 
moral or inherent righteouſneſs, the apoſtle will 
argue thus; © All men are ſinners, and under 
a divine ſentence of condemnation ; and there- 
fore we conclude that no fleſh ſhall be ſanctified 
or rendered conformable to the law, by the 
deeds of the law :” Which appears weak, un- 
natural and impertinent; not of a piece with 
what follows in the latter part of the text, for 
oy the law is the knowledge of ſin :” Nor con- 
ſiſtent with what the apoſtle obſerves in the fol- 
lowing verſes, concerning the righteouſneſs of 
ds | God 


120 The Law cannot juſtify 


Diſ. IV. God without the law, redemption, propitiation, 
PA. I. remiſſion of fins, thro faith in the blood of 
| Chriſt, &c. 

Taz Apoſtle manifeſtly uſes the word juſtify 
in this place, in that ſenſe of it, which is oppoſed 
to guilt and condemnation, as ſignifying pardon, 
peace with God, and a being declared righte- 
ous, on ſome fit grounds, in the preſence of God 
our judge. And indeed this is the ſenſe of the 
word juſtify, juſtification, &c. in general, thro'- 
out the holy ſcriptures. The late pious Mr. 
Dickinſon 1s confident, that no text can be found 
where juſtification is uſed for making us inhe- 
rently righteous. - But tho”, ſays he, to uſe his 
words, this word has one invariable ſignifica- 
tion,” alway meaning a perſon's being declared 
or pronounced righteous, in the forenſic or judi- 
cial way, yet © it is uſed in ſcripture in a three- 
fold reſpect : Either for our preſent juſtification 
in the tight of God, for our juſtification before 
men, and our own conſciences, or for our juſti- 
fication at the tribunal of our judge at the laſt 
day.” It is the firſt of theſe that we are now 
concerned with, which the aforementioned au- 
thor, in the ſame place obſerves, © is to be con- 
ſidered as a ſentence of abſolution and acceptati- 
on by the great judge of the world,” - 

Tux juſtification of ſinners before God, which 
neceſſarily ſuppoſes a previous ſtate of condemna- 
tion, from which in thei: juſtificat on they are de- 
livered, implies in the idea of it, the remiſſion of 
paſt ſins, reſtorat on to the favor of God, admiſſion 

into the number of his children, the ſpirit of a- 

doption, and a claim and title to an immortal life, 

an] a celeſtial inheritance, "The /nner who is _ 
fie 


the Tyanſyreſſor Fit. 121 


fied in God's ſight, and indemnified from wrath Diſ. IV. 

and puniſhment, muſt be ſuppoſed likewiſe to have PA. I. 
ace and friendſhip with heaven, and to be an 

fir of glory. There is no middle ſtate between 

being ſaved from guilt and wrath, and veſted in 

politive evangelical bleſſings. But there is no 

ſon and heir of God, no believing juſtified perſon, 

no partaker of the redemption that is in Chriſt 

Jeſus, that is under the power of ſin, unholy, im- 

penitent, and a ſlave to ſatan and his Juſts : And 

therefore juſtification ſuppoſes repentance and 

ſanctification alſo : For tho? they are very differ- 

ent things, yet they cannot but accompany pardon 

and the divine favor, and are inſeperable from the 

character of a child of God, The ungodly are juſti- 

fied, but not as continuing ſuch : The faith that 

is juſtifying ſanctifies the heart, and is itſolf holi- 

meſs. The true belie ver is regenerate. For the 

| apoſtle John ſays © whoſoever believeth that Je- 

ſus is the Chriſt, is born of God”. And that who- 

ſoever is born of God doth no commit fin”. He 

that committeth ſin” as a ſervant of ſin, under the 

habitual influence of it, „is of the devil”. And 

therefore is not of God, or juſtified and accepted 

in his ſight. 

A REFLECTION or two here offer themſelves 
ſuitable to the occaſion before us; however it 
may be ſomething of an anticipation. Juſtifica- 
tion and ſanctification are both eſſential to the 
_ chriſtian character, and expected of thoſe who 
worthily partake of the Lord's ſupper. And it 
becomes us at this time to make them the ſub- 
jects of our ſerious recollection and conſideration. 
Without pardon we have no peace with God or 
acceptance in his dearly beloved ſon : And with- 
out 


— 
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Diſ. IV. out repentance and renovation we remain in an 
PA. I. unpardoned and unjuſtified ſtate ; a ſtate of mo- 
2 ral diftance and eſtrangement from God, in which 
we muſt eternally periſh, notwithſtanding any ex- 

ternal priviledges we enjoy, unleſs we are bro't 

nigh by the blood of Chriſt : For lo, they that 

are far from thee ſhall periſh”. But bleſſ-d be 

God there is forgiveneſs with him, even plente- 

ous redemption. © Being juſtified by faith we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt”. And this happy and glorious doctrine, 

eculiar to the goſpel revelation, we have com- 

fortably illuſtrated and exemplified, in the bleſſed : 
ordinance before us. = 

HERE we commemorate the ſtupendous bene- 
volence of the only begotten ſon of God, in be- 
coming our ſubſtitute, a victim to divine juſtice, 
taking our ſtripes, ſuſtaining our puniſhmenr, and 
bearing our ſins in his own body on the tree. 

HERE we behold him wounded for our tranſ- 15 
greſſions, bruiſed for our iniquities, and the chaſ- ; 
tiſement of our peace laid upon him. 12 

Here we ſee him pouring out his ſoul unto 8 

death, and making of himſelf an offering and a ſa- | 
crifice unto God for us of a ſweet ſmelling ſavor. 
And why all this, but becauſe we were finners, * 
under guilt and condemnation and incapable of ß 
being juſtified in the way of law and perſonal righ- | 

teouſneſs in the ſight of God? If by the deeds f 
the law we could be juſtified, what occaſion for re- |. 
demption and juſtification by the blood of Chriſt ? 25 
Here we come as ſinners, for if we were not fin- E 
ners, we need not come at all to ſuch a table and . 
entertainment as. this: As loſt and periſhing ſinners, 
we come who are found and ſaved only by grace. 
Here 
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Here we come for waſhing, becauſe we are defiled, Diſ. IV. 
for pardon becauſe we are guilty, for be- pA. I. 
cauſe we have made ourſelves enemies, for life be- LA.v 
cauſe we are under ſentence of death! And O, 

how humbly how penitently, how ſelf-emptied 

ſhould we come: For all boaſting is here exclud- 

ed, and all human pride and glory laid in the duſt. 

What ſtrong paſſions ſhould it excite in us, what ö 
heavenly affections ſhould it inkindle, to think of i 
all this love and kindneſs to ſuch vile, ungrateful p 
offenders! What is man that God 1s thus mindful i 
of him ? 


Bur then on the other hand, what obligations 
do we lie under to a dying Savior, even to him 
that has loved us, and waſhed us from our ſins in 
his own blood What obligations to the God 
and father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has 
bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings, in him ? And 
therefore how thankfully, how joyfully ſhould we 
come to this divine feaſt 2? O let us remember his 
love more than wine, let us ratify our former co- 
venant and engagements, and pleafingly renew our 
reſolutions of future obedience and loyalty to our 
great lord and maſter, We muſt be ſanctified as 
well as juſtified in the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : And having ſubjected ourſelves to his au- 
thority, muſt perſevere in duty if we look for the 
reward of faithful ſervants. Without holineſs no 
man ſhall ſee God's face: And as our Lord here 
gives us a freſh pledge and aſſurance of his affection 
. and fidelity, ſo the tranſaction ſhould be mutual, 
' and it becomes us again to plight our faith to him, 


and renew our formerreligious vows and virtuous 
reſolutions. | 
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PA. II. 
—— 


No man 
keeps the 


law, 


The Law cannot juſtify 


E are now to prove directly the 
doctrine contained in the text, that 
no mortal ſinner can be juſtified as we have heard, 
or declar'd righteous, in the preſence and before 
the throne of God our Judge, in virtue of his 
obedience to the divine law. 

I. BEC AUsE no man perſonally fulfils the 
law, or performs an obedience and virtue, that 
comes up to the demands of the original con- 
ſtitution of nature. In order to juſtification by 
the law, that law muſt be obey*d by the ſubject 
of it. The man that doth them ſhall live in 
them” ſays the Apoſtle, Gal. 3. 12. quoted from 
Levit. 18. 5 And what kind of doing or obey- 
ing of the law is here intended, the ſame apoſtle 
informs us in a few verſes before that mentioned, 


II. 


when he ſays, For as many as are of the works 


of the law are under the curſe, for it is written 
Deut. 27. 26. © Curſed is every one that conti- 
nueth not in all things which are written, &c.— 
T hoſe deeds of the law, that juſtify us in the ſight 
of God, muſt be deeds of ſinleſs perfection. In 
the way of law and nature no righteouſneſs will 
anſwer but that which is ſtrictly legal. The 
law, as ſuch, allows of no diſobedience, nor will 
it accept an imperfect virtue. He that tranſ- 
greſſes, in whatever inſtance it is, becomes 
thereby legally condemned. There is no par- 
tiality in the law or law-giver, nor is vice coun- 
tenanced and indulg'd, in one caſe, or towards 
one perſon more than another, Every violati- 
on is attended with guilt, and the law cannot 
paſs over a tranſgreſſion. To ſuppoſe this, is 
the ſame thing as to ſuppoſe it is not a law. 
Mercy and lenity lies with the law-giver, not 
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the law And under a conſtitution of pure law, Diſ. IV. 


the law and law-giver pronounce and pals ſen- pg II. 


tence alike. 

AnD the divine law is broad and extenſive, 
ſpiritual and penetrating, reaching the heart and 
inmoſt thot's and principles. It regards omiſſi- 
ons as well as commiſſions, and takes _— 
of every offence. But we have all offended in 
many things, and at many times : All men are 
ſinners, great ſinners before God, and ſtand 
chargeable with tranſgreſſions and follies with-- 
out number, for every one of which, the law con- 
demns and accurſes them. There is no ſinleſs 
obedience, as the law requires, amongthe depraved 
children of men : Very far from it ; the righteouſ- 
neſs of the beſt of men is greatly defective, and 
leaves them chargeable with loads of guilt ; and 
were there no way to juſtification and accept- 
ance with God, but by the deeds of the law, 
iniquity muſt prove their ruin, and deſpair would 
ſeize upon them. © Their peni tent contrite 
confeſſion is, I have ſinned, what ſhall I do unto 
thee, O thou preſerver of men: I abhor myſelf, 
and repent in duſt and aſhes, © I acknow- 
ledge my tranſgreſſions, and my fin is ever be= 
fore me: Againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned. 
And therefore, how ſhall man be juſt with God: 
If he ſhould mark iniquity, no fleſh can ſtand 
before: him, or b juſtified in his ſight. Even 
the righteous cannot be ſaved in this way, be- 
cauſe of their unrightcoulneſs, much leſs the 
ungodly and the ſinner, whole whole life is a 
courſe of diſobedience and horrid violation of 
the divine law, and rebellion againſt heaven. 

Every 


Job. 


David. 
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The Law cannot juſtify 


Diſ. IV. Every ſinner, whether he be greater or leſs, owes 
PA. II. ten thouſand talents, and is ſo far from being 


— — 


3 able to pay, that he is continually running 
himſelf more in debt. If future unerring 
obedience would anſwer, and all paſt fins were 
overlook'd , yet ſtill in the way of law we could 
not be juſtified, becauſe we ſhould again tranſ- 
greſs and not keep the whole law. But we 
cannot atone for what is paſt, any more than 
we ſhall live inoffenfively, in the eye of the law, 
for the time to come. Such guilty ſinners, as 
we are, whoſe tranſgreſſions have been ſo greatly 
multiplied, and are ſtill offending, in thought 
word and deed, can never be diſcharged in the 
way of law, only as it may admit of a commu- 
tation of debr and puniſhment ; And the ſurety 
may become reſponſible for the original debtor 
and offender, and the juſt may ſuffer for the 
unjuſt. 

IT. Ar the bar of God no fleſh can be juſti- 
fied by the deeds of the law, becauſe by the 
law is the knowledge of ſin, and of condemna- 
tion. Yea it is the mouth of the great and ho- 
ly judge paſſing ſentence upon us. This is the 
apoſtle's argument in the text, and muſt be 
ſuppoſed to be concluſive and to the purpoſe. 
For as where there is no law, there is no tranſ- 
greſſion; fo where there is no means of becom- 
ing acquainted with the obligation of ſuch law, 
there can be no fin imputed. We ſhould not 
have known fin, nor had ſin, but by virtue of 
the law, conſider'd as natural or revealed. The 
knowledge of the moral law is in great meaſure 
natural to us, and inſcrib'd upon our conſcien- 


ces, and fo far forth, as it may be perceived and 
' underſtood, 
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underſtood, by due attention and conſideration, Diſ. IV. 
the violation of it is attended with guilt : And pg II 
becauſe mankind through faulty inattention, ,____ 7 
prejudice and perverſeneſs, had loſt ina great 
degree, the ſenſe and feeling of natural obliga- 
tions and precepts, therefore the law of Moſes 
was deſign'd to revive the morality of nature, 
and fer the eternal laws of God in a clear light 


: and full view, that men might ſee and realiſe 
their abounding iniquity, and know how vaſtly 
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; > ſhort they fell of its ſacred requirements, and 
7 become ſenſible of their condemnation and 
” guilt by the law, their need of mercy, and ſome 
: ; other method of acceptance with God, beſide 


- their own obedience to that law, they had fo 
7 ſhamefully tranſgreſs'd : And this new gracious 
F method of juſtification by the blood of the me- 
: diator, was then obſcurely pointed out by the 
rites and ſacrifices of the levitical inſtitution, 
and is now brought into full and glorious light 
buy the perſonal appearance of the ſon of God. 
> The law condemns the men of nature as well as 
Jews and Chriſtians; and condemns them in 
inſtances, to which, without revelation, they are 
inſenſible; not indeed becauſe they have no 
means of knowing their duty, but becauſe they 
do not improve thoſe means, and uſe the under- 
ſtanding God has given them. And if with- 
, out any ſpecial ſupernatural diſcovery of God's 
t will, men may be conſcious of guilt and con- 
f demnation ; much more may they become ſo 
- by means of an immediate revelation from hea- 
- | 
| 


* * SN e amt. 1 EY 


ven, and reinforcement of nature's law. 


Tur 


1 


The Law cannot juſtify 


Diſ iv. Tue Sinai law, that adminiſtration of death, 
PA, II. given to God's antient people, was calculated in 
yy one view of it to give them ſuch a knowledge 


of ſin, as might cut off all hope of final accep- 
tance with God to eternal life, upon the foot of 
works and the deeds of the law : And this is 
the tendency and deſign of it with regard to 
chriſtians. Our Lord has reinforced the moral 
law of Moſes, and aſſured us of the perpetual 
invariable obligation of the law of nature, as well 
as enjoined many ſpecial precepts : And the 
guilt and condemnation of diſobedient chriſtians, 
is attended with great and peculiar aggravations. 
We are chargeable with fins againſt the goſpel 
as well as law, and have leſs reaſon to look and 
hope for juſtification before God, by the deeds 
of the law, than the Jews had ; and yet to them 
the law was a killing letter, an adminiſtration of 
death. 

Trar law which informs and convinces us 
that we are ſinners and accurſed, in being tranſ- 
greſſors of it, cannot be the means of our juſtifi- 
cation in the ſight of God, who gave this law at 
firſt, as the rule of life as well as duty to man- 
kind. If the law requires unerring obedience 
as the condition of happineſs and the divine favor, 
then ſuch as have erred from this law and viola- 
ted the covenant, cannot be juſtified and found a 
claim to life and immortality upon this conſtitu- 
tion, and by the deeds of this law. The fame 
law which condemns them cannot juſtiſty them 
too, under the ſame circumſtances, and according 
to the ſame covenant and diſpenſation. The law 
condemns us becauſe we have tranſgreſſed it, 
and if in any inſtance it juſtifies us becauſe we 
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have rightly obey'd it, yet upon the whole it can- Diſ. IV. 
not acquit us, becaule in a greater or leſs degree pA. II. 


we have certainly been tranſgreſſors. 

Bur it is not one, or a few tranſgreſſions the 
law charges upon us, our fins have been multi- 
plied, greatly multiphed and exceeding heinous ! 
Alas we are vile, what ſhall we anſwer | We muſt 
lay our hand upon our mouth and our mouth in 
the duſt before God ! We are unclean unclean, 
defiled univerſally with the leproſy of fin! And 
if we ſhould juſtify ourſelves, our own mouth 
would condemn us; if we ſay we are perfect, that 
alſo ſhall prove us perverſe. Is there any 
branch of duty and of the law of our nature in 
which we have not been defeCtive, greatly de- 
fective? If God ſhould mark iniquity who could 
ſtand ? What mortal could be juſtified in his 
ſight ? And where are we to learn our guilt but 
from the law, which gives the knowledge of fin, 
the law of nature and its great author? Are we 
not immediately and unavoidably under thelaw 
which 1s thus interwoven with our make ? Can 
any thing pollibly releaſe us from the obligation 
of it? Where can we go from it, any more than 
from the divine preſence, either in heaven above 
or in the earth beneath ? Unleſs we can go from 
ourſelves and throw off humanity itſelf, we can- 
not recede from the obligation of the divine law, 
and the condemnation ariſing from the violation of 


it. There is no refuge or cover for us, but in that 


divine propitiatory, erected in Chriſt Jeſus, thro? 
whom God has declared his righteouſneſs for the 
remiſſion of ſins.” 

3dly. Tux fame thing may be argu'd from the 
holineſs and governing character of the almighty, 
| | hs which 
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The Law cannot juſtify 
- DiCIV. which requires ſatisfaction to his injur'd juſtice for 


the violation of his law. "The ends of moral govern- 
ment uſually demand the execution of the threaten'd 
penalty in caſe of tranſgreſſion. Laws without 
ſanctions are alſo without force, and unleſs _ 


ment be inflited upon the offender, as the law re- 
uires, the minatory ſanction is of no ſignificance. 
he truth of God would ſoon be call'd in queſtion, 
did he not make good his threatnings as well as 
promiles. Government could not long ſubſiſt 
. among men without making ſome examples to 
others, and reforming offenders by correction; nor 
is it to be ſuppos'd, that a ſimilar adminiſtration is 
unneceſſary in the moral government of the ſu- 
pream ſovereign to keep the univerſe in awe, to 
reclaim the rebellious, to maintain the authority of 
the law, and the dignity of the great lawgiver. 
Might ſinners tranſgreſs with impunity, even the 
divine government and adminiſtration itſeif wou'd 
be in danger of ſoon falling into contempr. 
To pardon, it is true is the prerogative of the 
. ſovereign, as well as to fix the terms upon which 
his grace ſhall be diſpenſed. But never to inflict 
- puniſhment would render threatnings contemptible, 
and harden the hearts of tranſgreſſors. That God 
cannot forgive fins, under any circumſtances, with- 
out the execution of the threatning upon the ſin- 
ner or the ſubſtitute, conſiſtent with his perfections 
and the right of government, is, a thing perhaps, 
not for us to fay : But that it ſhould be commonly 
ſo, is evidently repugnant to the ends of a wile 
and good adminiſtration. Nor is there any greater 
arrogance conceivable than for us ſhort-ſighted ſin- 
ners to preſume to lay when it is fit, and when not, 
for the ſupream ruler to paſs over a tranſgreſſion 
| without 
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without exacting the penalty. God's ways are high DiCIV. 


above our ways, and his thoughts above our pa II. 


W 


thoughts, even as the heavens are elevated in 
heighth above the earth. His judgments are a great 
deep, and his ways paſt finding out. 

oD's laws are the holieſt, wiſeſt, beſt; all fit, 
reaſonable and beneficial for the creature to ob- 
ſerve and obey : and he is himſelf a being of 
tranſcendent inconceivable purity, and the moſt 
excellent and glorious majeſty ; and the ſinner has 
leſs reaſon to hope for free pardon and to eſcape 
puniſhment, in the ſame proportion as the Jaw is 
more holy and the lawgiver more juſt and more 
offended at fin, than is common io the government 
of this world. 

REPENTANCE is the beſt amends the finner can 
make, and yet this is no real ſatisfaction to the 
broken law at all. Yet if any conſideration would 
procure pardon, in ſuch a way, as to fave the pe- 
nalty, it may be ſuppos'd to be this. A fincere 
repentance and real reformation would -bid fair to- 
wards the recovery of the favor of that moſt mer- 
cifu] being and compaſſionate father with whom 
the ſinner has to do: and tho' he had broken the 
law in ſome inſtances, yet we might hope, he ſhou'd 
be fo far juſtified by the deeds of the law, as to ob- 
tain life and favor, without ſuffcring, and without 
any other ſatisfaction what ſoever.— This looks 
plauſible and not unreaſonable, and ſeems altoge- 
ther agrceable to what God himſelf requires of us 
in cales of offence and perſonal injury. And it 
has often been urg'd as a ſufficient ground of re- 
miſſion of ſins and acceptance with God, in oppoſi- 
tion to that ſatisfaction and blood of atencment 


the goſj pel requires and makes neceſſary. And in- 
| K 2 dced 
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Diſ. IV. deed it might be allow'd to have weight, in caſe 
PA. II. any ſuch repentance was to be found, as exercis'd 
by the (inner, antecedent to the overtures of mercy 


and the divine advances towards him. 

Bur we have little reaſon to think that any ſin- 
ner would ever truly repent and return back to 
God, after he has once offended and gone aſtray, 
without the ſpecial interpoſition of a divine power 
and grace. 'The heart debauch'd and alienated 
from God is not heal'd and renew'd by its own in- 
ternal force and virtue. The contagion of vice 
ſpreads thro' the whole nature, and is a leproſy in- 
curable, except by the great phyſician, To re- 
ſtore the body to life, after death, requires a mighty 
power, bur the reſtoration of the ſoul to righte- 
ouſneſs after apoſtacy, requires a greater; as might 
be more largely ſhewn. Only now let it be re- 
mark'd, that the finning angels have not return'd 
to virtue, for to them no covenant of peace has 
been offer'd. Nor do we find any appearance of 
real and genuine repentance in our firſt parents after 
their revolt, but on the contrary they endeavour'd 
to hide themſelves and their fin from God, and 
would have revolted more and more, had they not 
been courted and overcome by the kind addreſſes 
and condeſcending goodneſs of their injur'd creator. 
And thus probably would every ſinner go further 
and further from God, inſtead of returning to him 
by repentance, were it not for his gracious promiſes 
and encouragements, and the ſanctifying influences 
of his ſpirit. The tranſgreſſor needs not only par- 
don, but renovation too, at the hand of God; and 


tho' an act of grace and indemnity, and declaration 


of free and full pardon, might have ſome happy 
and good effect upon the rebellious, yet, that hat 
alone 
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alone is inſufficient, ſeems evident from fact and ex- Dif. IV. 
perience ; for God has indeed publiſhed an act of pa II. 
grace, according to which pardon comes as freely to WY 
us, as tho* Chriſt had not been ſacrificed for us 
and yet even this melting circumſtance, Cbriſt's 
death, in addition to that declaration, and all the 
gracious means in uſe, prove ineffectual to reclaim 
the greateſt part of ſinners. 6 
INrIxrrE wiſdom ſaw not fit to pardon and juſtify 
ſinners among men without an atonement, ſuch 
an atonement as the fon of God, bearing our fins 
in his own body on the tree; and without which 
we might have continued under condemnation and 
the curſe of God: and it is this amazing love of 
Chriſt to ſuch ſinful periſhing creatures, that con- 
ſtrains us to repentance, and is the great mean of 
of our recovery to God and righteouſneſs. 
Tue forgiveneſs of injuries in a private capa- 
city, is a very different thing, as every one is ſenſi- 
ble, from a judge's neglecting to puniſh the tranſ- 
greſſors of the law, who is ſuppos'd to be the guar- 
dian and aſſerter of its rights. 
No viearial ſatisfaction can preclude the neceſſity 
of repentance in the offender. But yet ſuch re- 
tance only cannot, in all caſes, be a ſufficient 
conſideration, if in any, as fin reſpects the glorious 
God, eſpecially conſidering the ſinner's inability to 
repent and turn to God, without ſome ſpecial and 
gracious interpoſition. Our very condemnation, as 
well as the ſtupendous grace of our divine redeem- 
er, are improv'd as the means of our reſtoration. 


And without ſuch a propitiation for our ſins, it was 


not morally fit, and ſuitable to che holineſs and 


rectoral character of the Deity to paſs over the ſins 
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The Lau cannot juſtifh 


DiC.IV. of men, and receive ſinners to favor, as will more 
PA. II. fully appear from fat. Therefore, 


A 


4thly. WE obſerve that the method of ſalvation 
actually projected and revealed in the goſpel, ſhews 
the impoſſibility of juſtification by the law. We 
may argue ſafely from divine facts the fitneſs and 
reaſon of thoſe facts and events in the divine ad- 
miniſtration that are already come to paſs. That 
which God has indeed done in order to the juſtifi- 
cation and ſalvation of ſinners, was morally neceſ(- 
fary to be done, and what the nature and ends of 
government requir'd, and without which the ſinner 
might not have been admitted to favor. And foras- 
much as God hath ſent forth his ſon, made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of ſons ; this is a demonſtratien that life 
was not attainable by the law, and that in this way 
no-fleſh could be juſtified before him, or upon any 
lower terms than thro' the merit of that all atone- 
ing ſacrifice. 
Fox if righteouſneſs might have been by rhe 
law, (even in ſuch a ſenſe, as, ſuppoſing the ſinner 
capable of repentance, that, a ſufficient recom- 
mendation to mercy) it cannot be thought that the 
wiſdom of God would have fix'd upon ſo coſtly a 
method of expiation, as the ſetting forih his only 
begotten and dearly beloved ſon as a propitiation 
for the fins of the world. If our redemption might 
have been effected upon eaſier terms, why this 
amazing waſte of blood and treaſure! Surely the 
great God wou'd not have taken theſe meaſures, to 
manifeſt his righteouſneſs without the law, if there 
had been any falvation for ſinners by it. 


Wa 


the Tranſereſſor of it. 


Ws muſt therefore, upon the whole,conclude with Diſ. IV. 
the apoſtle in the text, that by the deeds of the law PA. II. 
there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his ſight : becauſe , 


by the law is the knowledge of fin, and it is the very 
thing that condemns us : becauſe no man fulfils the 
law, and acts up to the obligations of it: becauſe, to 
pardon and accept the ſinner, (who of himſelf would 
never repent,) without reparation to violated juſtice, 
would be repugnant to the infinitely holy character 
of the ſupreme ruler : and becauſe God has actually 
pon another method of juſtification by the 

lood of his ſon, the lamb of God that taketh away 
the ſin of the world, who has been wounded for 


our tranſgreſſions, ſuſtained the laſh of the law, and 


been made a curſe for us. N 
Ueon what we have heard upon the ſubject, we 
may make the following brief reflections. If the 
doctrine we have heard be true, how. unhappy are 
all ſuch as are of the deeds of the law; who ſeek 


juſtification in che ſight of God in the legal way, and 


upon the foundation of their own righteouſneſs and 
perſonal obedience ? The apoſtle ſays, ** they that 
are of the works of the law, are accurſed.“ It is a 
moſt certain and ſolemn truth, that ſuch as have their 
dependance upon their own doings, for acceptance 
before God, have built their hope upon a ſandy 


foundation. How can any man pretend to claim 


Hife and happineſs upon this foot, who conſiders 
what the demands of the law are, how defective 
his vertue is at beſt, and for how many tranſgreſſi- 
ons he ſtands condemned before God? Such a le- 
gal hope, is quite inconſiſtent with the goſpel- ſcheme 
of acceptance with God, and renders fruſtrate his 
adoreable grace in the death of his ſon. This prin- 
ciple is altogether unfriendly and deſtructive to 
chriſtianity, 
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The Law cannot juſtify 


Diſ. IV. chriſtianity, and the ſoul that harbours it; for thus 
PA. II. to ſeek jultification in the ſight of God by our works, 


WU 


is no other than to ſet at nought the blood of Chriſt, 
and reject the goſpel-falvation ; and to hold to the 
primitive covenant of works, which was a conſtitu- 
tion deſigned for innocent not guilty creatures. The 
goſpel teaches us to renounce all ſuch vain and ar- 
rogant pretenſions, and to look for pardon and ac- 
ceptance only thro' the merit and mediation of the 
ſon of God. It becomes ſinners to humble and 
abaſe themſelves greatly before God, that he may 
exalt them in due time, for they have deſtroyed 
themſelves, and can be ſaved only by grace. 

Ax how very wonderful is it, that creatures ſo 
unhappy and wretched, as helpleſs guilty ſinners are 
before God, ſhould yet be ſo inſenſible to their mi- 
ſery ? A loſt ſinner ſtanding condemned at the bar 
of God, is certainly in very awful and deploreable 
circumſtances ; and yet we ſee them in great niul- 
titudes, gay ard thoughtleſs, as tho*mll was well. 
What a ſtupifying infatuating thing is ſin ? An earth- 
ly tribunal and a ſentence of death, ſtrikes the cri- 
minal to the heart, and makes him tremble : But 
malefactors under a divine ſentence of condenina- 
tion, remain eaſy and unmoved ! 

Ax when we conſider the world which lies in 
wickedneſs, as lying alſo under condemnation; we 
need not wonder to fee ſudden and awful judgments 
frequently lighting upon them: Sentence is already 
paſs'd upon them, and thoſe dreadful cataſtrophe's 
and amazing ruins that unexpectedly befall them, 
and without previous warning, are only the execu- 
tion of that vengeance to which they continually 
Rand obnoxious. The world in general, and parts 
cular nations, cities and perſons, have various and 
repeated 
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ted warnings and admonitions of their eireum - Diſ. IV. 
— and of the certain deſtruction and mifery p _ 
that impends the impenitent ; and if they go on re- any 
gardleſs, in their impieties, no wonder, if death and 

dition ſurprize them unawares ! For he that be- 
ing often reproved, hardneth his neck, ſhall ſudden- 
ly be deſtroyed, and that without remedy, as was 
Sodom, and many other cities, by plagues and earth- 

akes; and as will be the caſe of the whole un; 
godly world at the laſt day, 

Ir therefore, finally, we cannot be juſtified 
in the ſight of God, and delivered from wrath 
by the deeds of the law, it highly concerns 

us to ſeek for it in ſome other way, otherwiſe 
wrath will ſoon come upon us to the uttermoſt, 
and there will be no eſcaping. In the way of law, 
there is no hope for poor periſhing ſinners : there- 
fore abandoning ſuch vain imaginations, let us flee 
#| to the horns of God's altar, lay hold on Chriſt Jeſus, 
z: and ſeek juſtification by his blood; for in the Lord 
Fi ſhall all the feed of Jacob be juſtified, and ſhall 
glory. To him that worketh not, but believeth Rom. 4. 5. 
on him that juſtifieth the ungodly,his faith is count- 
ed for rightcouſneſs, which ſhall be our next 
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Upon the Imputation of Righteouſ- | 
neſs without Works. 
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ROM. IV. 5,6, 7,8. J 


But to him that worketh not, but believet h 5 
on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his Faith | 
is counted for Righteouſneſs: Even as 
David alſo deſcribeth the Bleſſedneſs of the 
Man unto whim God imputeth Righteouſ- 
neſs without Works : Saying, Bleſſed are 
they whoſe Iniquities are forgiven, and 
whoſe Sins are covered: Bleſſed is the 


Man to whom the Lord will not impute 
Sin. 
Diſ. V. HAVE taken the whole of this paſſage for the 
PA. I. [| foundation af the following diſcourſe, becauſe 
AW. of the near connection and mutual dependance 
| of theſe verſes among themſelves; and becauſe 
the ſeveral parts ſerve as an illuſtration of each 
| other, when taken in this conneQtive relative view. 
| Tbe apoſtle vouches the authority and word of king 
| David, to confirm and clear his point : and it may 
be aſſumed that he gives us the true ſenſe of the 
royal prophet, when he tells us, that by forgiving 
| iniquity, covering and not imputing fin, he 3 
| the 
| 


Righteouſneſs imputed, &c. 


LIP 


the ſame as God's imputing righteouſneſs without Diſ. V. 


works. 

Tuns point of doctrine St. Paul has under imme- 
diate conſideration, is juſtification before God, or 
the preſent reception of the guilty ſinner to a ſlate 
of favour with heaven. This he aſſures us canvot 
be by the deeds of the law; and points us to the 


PA. L 


The point 
the apoſtle 


righteouſneſs of God without the law, to this end, has ia view 


even the righteouſneſs of God, which is by faith of 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom God hath ſet forth to be a pro- 
pitiation—Abraham he obſerves was not juſti fied, in 


the /ight of God, by works, and in this reſpe& has 


no glorying : yea, on the contrary, the apoſtle aſ- 
ſures us, that the ſcripture teaches, that he was juſ- 
tified, agreeable to þ:s doctrine, by faith, without 
works ; for Abraham believed God, (not work'd) 
and it was counted unto him for righteouſneſs, Gen. 
15. 16. Upon which he argues, that © co him 
that worzeth, is the reward not reckoned of grace, 
but of debt.“ According to the covenant of works 
and law of nature, the doer of righteouſneſs is not 
juſtified by faith and in a way of grace; but he 
2 the reward as a matter of pactional debt, 

aving never offended. But with regard to the fin- 


ner, or him that workath not, in a way anſwerable 


to the conſtitution and law of nature, which the 
apoſtle has before proved to be the caſe, in refe- 
rence to all men univerſally, but inſtead of ſuch 
unerring vertue, believeth on him that juſtifieth 
the ungodly, his faich is counted for righteouſnels, 
or hereupon, as we read, in ſome foregoing verſes, 
he has remiſhon of ſins that are paſt, thro? the for- 
bezrance of God,” And this ſays the apoſtle, is the 
very thing David intends, when ſpeaking in rete- 
rence to a poor condemned finner, he ſtiles him 

ble led, 


140 


Diſ. V. 


PA. I. 


% 5 


The ſtate 


Righteouſneſs imputed 
bleſſed, in having bis fins not imputed, but forgiven 


As tho? he had faid, This is that imputation of 
righteouſneſs without works, which I plead for ; by 
which Abraham was juſtified, and without which 
no morta] ſinner can ſtand right in the judgment and 
preſence of God, the holy and offended law-giver. 

ALL mankind are ſinners and tranſgrefſors of the 


of finners law of God and nature, and are under the condem- 


according 


to law and 


BALUre, 


nation of that law they have violated, which is the 
mouth of the great judge paſſing ſentence upon 
them : nor can any fleſh be juſtified at the bar of 
God, in virtue of their obedience to that broken 
Jaw, which ſtands in full force againſt them, and 
has been re-publiſhed by a divine authority,to ſhew 
ſinners their condemnation, So that the whole 
world is become guilty before God, for what the 
law faith, it faith to them that are under the law, 
even to all mankind, who are none righteous as 
the law requires. 

SiNkRs of mankind therefore, conſider'd upon 
the foor of nature, and as deſcendents from Adam, 
are all in a loſt, wretched, miſerable condemn'd 
eſtate, Their circumſtances are forlorn, hopeleſs 
and irretrievable, for all the help there is in them- 
ſelves to procure pardon, favor and acceptance with 
God, and to'recover themſelves to righteouſneſs, 
and that character and temper which nature and rea- 
ſon requires, that they may lay claim to life and 
happineſs, as the reward of well doing at the hands 
of God. The world is in a ſtate of condemnation 
and rebellion againſt God, and in the way of law 
and works, there is no hope or ſalvation for them. 


Their ſtate is truly miſerable and piteous, and God 


himſelf has had compaſſion, when no other eye pi- 
tied, and no other arm could extend help. The 
| | offended 


without Works. 141 


offended Father of heaven has himſelf found a Diſ. V. 
ranſom, and laid belp upon a mighty Saviour ; even p. I. 
his own dear and well- beloved ſon, whom, in the 
greatneſs of his mercy, he has not ſpared, but deli- 
vered up for us all, and ſet him forth as the propi- 
tiation for our (ins, 
Axp accordingly the apoſtle in the name and 
under the inſpiration of God, has open'd to the view 4 
of unhappy mankind, a new and joyful ſcene, full 9 
of light and comfort, in their preſent dark and diſ- 1 
mal ſituation, God has conſecrated a new and aſto- 
niſhing method of acceſs to him, and acceptance 
with him, not in the way of nature but of grace, The dit. 
not in virtue of our own works and obedience to the ferent 
law, which is impoſlible, conſidering our guilt and _—_ 
condemnation by it, but thro? the blood and media- Sober 
tion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has made of him- ; 
ſelf an offering and a facrifice to God for us, of a 
{weet ſmelling ſavour ; and now ever lives to make 
interceſſion for us in the heavens ; and therefore is 
able to fave to the uttermoſt, them that come unto 
God by him. St.Paul here informs us,that the bro- 
ken law has receiv'd reparation, that the divine juſ- 
' tice has been aton'd, and that the condemned ſin- 
| ner may be juſtified before God, and that adequate 
maeuans are provided for his ſanctification and reduc · 
tion to repentance and obedience. 
| BeroLD ! there is juſtification for the wngodly, 
tor ſinners, for condemned malefactors! Here is 
8 
7 


1 


ſalvation for ſuch as have deſtroyed themſelves, even 
for the chief of ſinners, whether Jews or Gentiles, 
q for there is no difference ! This ſcheme of grace 
[ and mercy is extenſive as the world, and all are ca- 
. Pable of being juſtified by the grace of God, thro? 
; we redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus ! Foraſmuch 

28 


Righteouſneſs imputed 


Dif. V. as in the preſent depraved deploreable ſtate of the 
PA. I. world, no man ſo works, that according to the ori- 
1 ginal conſtitucion of things, his righteouſneſs is im- 


putable for his juſtification : Therefore the apoſtle 
aſſures us, that infinite wiſdom and compaſſion have 
revealed a ſcheme whereby the ruined criminal may 
be juſtified, and immediately be bro't into favour with 
God, by the imputation of a righteouſneſs without 
works. He does not tell us that the ſinner whoſg 
works are not perfect, is juſtified in the ſight of 
God, upon mere favourable terms, and by a perſonal 
defective obedience to the law: But he Ans us 
that the ſubje& of juſtification, in the view he conſi- 
ders him, being ungodly, is 2w:z1hout works, and one 
that worketh not. 

IT may ſeem as tho? faith itſelf was imputed to 
the ſinner as a juſtifying righteouſneſs in the ſight 
of God; for the apoſtle ſays, “ his faith is count- 
ed for righteouſneſs”, and Abraham believed God 


Faith it- and it was counted to him for righteouſneſs : But 
ſelf notour if faith juſtified the ſinner as his own work, or as 
juſtifying an act of obedience to God, then works would not 
rightcoul- be excluded from this juſtification : and tho? faith 


de the mean and in ſome ſenſe the condition of 
Juſtification in the ſight of God, yet the apoſtle 
plainly tells us, that the ground and meritorious 
reaſon of the ſinner's juſtification in the ſight of 
God, is the propitiation and blood of Chritt, the 
righteouſneſs of God without the law, &c. Ste 
the latter end of the foregoing chapter. Rigbte- 
ouſneſs is that which juſtifies, and procures accep- 
tance with God; and in regard of the innocent 
and ſinleſs, their own obedience to the law is the 
ground of their juſtification, or their juſtifying 
righteouſneſs : But it is not conceivable that the 


guilty 
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- guilty and condemned ſhould be juſtified in this Dif, V. 
way, or that faith conſider'd as a _ virtue, PA. I. 
ſhould be this juſtifying righteouſneſs, eſpecially A , 
ſeeing this faith itſelf terminates upon the blood 
| and ranſom of Chriſt, and the mercy of God in 
| him, which is the ground and reaſon of the re- 
miſſion of (ins, and is every where repreſented as 
the (ole procuring cauſe of the ſinner's acceptance 
and peace with God. 

Idp Exp as this divine righteouſneſs, by which 
the condemned are juſtified, is a matter of pure 
favor and rich and free grace, fo faith has a pecu- 
liar concern in giving a title to and intereſt in this 

; righteouſneſs ; which gives occaſion to its being 
p: ſpoken of, as the righteouſneſs itſelf imputed ; but 
| in reality this righteouſneſs of God or propitiation 
þ of Chriſt is the object of this faith, and faith is 
; ſaid to juſtify only from its inſeperable connectios 

and relation to this righteouſneſs, the act is put for 

5 the object. We are expreſly ſaid to be juſtified by 

the blood of Chriſt, and thro' the redemption that 
is in him, &c. But it is certain that faich and the 
blood of Chriſt,cannot both be the thing that juſtifies 
the (inner ; it is moſt reaſonable therefore to ſup- 
pole it is the latter: for when the apoſtle ſays that 
being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, 
he adds, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” © By 
whom,“ he obſerves ſoon after, “ we have now re- 
ceived the atonement,” or reconciliation. 

ALL righteouſneſs and unrighteouſneſs are im- 
puted to perſons to whom they belong: But theſe 
verſes ſpeak of the imputation of a righteouſneſs 
that is not perſonal, and that is oppoſed to that ſin 
which was before charged to the account of the 
tranſgreilor, to his condemnation. This is the righ- 

| tcouſneſs 
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Dif. V. teouſneſs of God's providing, net of man's effeR- 
PA. I. ing ; itis that, by means of which, though he be a 
F jealous God, and the rector and governor of the 
univerſe, the Lord of nature and guardian of its 
Jaws ; yet he can be juſt, and the juſtifier of the 
believer ; for it is the price that is paid for us, the 
propitiatory blood of that lamb of God that takes 


away the fin of the world, and whereby his fon Je- 


ſus Chriſt becomes the end of the law for righte- 
ouſneſs to every one that believeth: This, through 
faith, is counted as a righteouſneſs to juſtification, to 
the ungodly and condemned, who have no works 
of righteouſneſs perſonally to be imputed to them; 
and who can be pardoned and juſtified no other way. 
Txt great author of juſtification in our text, is 
God the Father; the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Father of the world, whoſe law is at- 
ton'd, and who receives ſatisfaction for the offences 
of men, by the obedient ſuffering of his ſon ; who 
bore their ſins in his own body on the tree. The 
ſubjec of this juſtification is the guilty ſelf-deſtroy- 
ing ſinner, loſt in himſelf, under the wrath of God, 
and incapable of recovering himſelf to righteouſneſs 


The aa and life. The time of this juſtification is the pre- 
ground {ent time, when the ſinner believes on the name of 


&c. of the only begotton ſon of God; for he that believ- 
Juſtificati- eth on him is not condemned, John 3. 18. It is the 
on. time when the ſinner ceaſes to walk after the fleſh, 
and is actuated by the ſpirit, and fo is inChriſt Jeſus ; 

for there is no condemnation to them, the apoſtle 

aſſures us, 8th Chap. 1 v. It is the time when the 

ſinner truly repents, and his fins are blotted out: 

when he is bro't nigh by the blood of Chriſt : when 

he becomes a child of God and an heir of glory, and 


is bro't into a Rate of peace and favour with heaven. 
1 This 
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This is the preſent happy priviledge of many; Dif. V. 

they are now the ſons of God, reconciled to him, PA. I. 

have remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, thro' the fon. 
bearance of God, and are received into his family 
by adoption, and are ſealed with the ſpirit of pro- 

5 miſe to the day of redemption. 
Tas ground and meritorious cauſe of this juſti- 
* fication is the ſacrifice and offering of the great 
high prieſt of our profeſſion, who poured out his 
ſoul unto death, and ever makes interceſſion for 
us; whom God the father ſealed to his office, 
and has advanced to the right hand of his glory: 
For he came to do the father's will, and humbled 
himſelf and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the croſs. | 

Tre great means of this juſtification or quali- 
fication requiſite to an intereſt in this righteouſneſs 
to be imputed for pardon and acceptance with 
God, is faith or believing ; a ſincere truſt of heart 
E2 in this mercy of God, and merit of the Savior, 
- = which in the very nature of it implies repentance, 
. BB and a moral change of heart and temper. And 


> laſtly, this ju/tificot19n itſelf is remiſſion of ſins, and 
> = peace with God in Jeſus Chriſt ; a being accepted 
}f L and virtually pronounced and declared righteous 
y- in the ſight of God, by the conſtitution and mouth 
e | of the goſpel, even as the ſinner is condemned by 
1, i the ſentence of the law ; and moreover a being 
3 treated as righteous perſons, and fo veſted in a 
le claim to life and immortality. * 
e L | Bur 
t: 1 The learned Dr. Whitby, who was well acquainted 
en [2 with the writings of the antients ſays, * In the pure and 
d b primitive ages of the church, I find no controverſy touch- 
Y ing the nature of faith or of juſtification ; they ſaying 
* * aothing of juſtification, but what is included, in the arti- 


dle 
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Diſ. V. Bor it is time to take notice of ſome propoſi- 
PA. I. tions that deſerve a particular conſideration, and 
care naturally obſervable from the words of the 
text, VIZ. 

I. Tzar king David's bleſſed man, whoſe ſins 

and iniquities are forgiven, covered, not im- 

puted, 1s the ſame as St. Paul's juſtified per- 

ſon, whole faith is counted for righteouſneſs, 

II. Tram the ſubject of juſtification in the re- 

ſpe the apoſtle here conſiders it, has no 

works or perſona] virtue that can conſtitute 


a juſtifying righteouſneſs in the ſight of God: 


Bur on the contrary, ſuch pardoned, juſtified 


perſon, 
cle of remiſſion of fins”. And accordingly, we find in 
the apoſtles creed, the article of forgivene is of fins, is 
all it holds forth, relative to juſtification, at leaſt before 
the la} day, the rcſurreftion of the body and the life 
everlaſling. Ard truly the article of remiſſion of fins, 
in its proper ex ent, as implying peace with God, adop- 
tion and a claim to life, together with the abſolution and 
glorious recompenſe of the laſt day, compriſes the whole 
idea of juſtification, both according to St, Paul! and St. 
James. The fi:t is the view of juſtification according 
to the former apoſtle, and thoſe ſcriptures which ex- 
clude works from it. The later is more eſpecially the 
| Juſtification cf Saint James and thoſe. {criptures which 
confider works and pe: {onal righteouſneſs, as being con- 
cerned with, and having a hand in,it. And perhaps it is 
owing to a vain and impreQicabie attempt to reduce 
the thing to one invariable idea, in Point of time and 
perfection, that in the latter and more impure ages of 
the church, has occaſioned ſo much controverſy about 
juſtification, and produced ſo many loads of jarring vol- 
lums upon the important ſubject. To me, I confeſs 
this ſcems probable ; and it may be propoſed as a query. 
It may be expected that men ſhould contend warmly for 
a doctrine by which the church is to ſtand or fall, as 
Luther has told us this is. And 1t is eaſy, for them that 
read, to ſee what perplexities authors have run into, by 
conſidering juſtification as abſolutely compleat at preſent, 
or by refering it wholly to the day of judgment, and al- 
Ways, in every view, dire&y to the judgmem of God 
the father. 
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perſon, has a righteouſneſs imputed without 
works, 

III. Tra bleſſed is the man. whoſe (ins are 
thus remitted, and to whom God thus im- 
pures righteouſneſs without works 

I. THAT king David's bleſſed man, whoſe (ins 

and iniquities are forgiven, covered, not imputed, 
is the tame as St. Paul's juſtified per ſon, whole 
faith is counted for righteouſneſs. The truth of 
this obſervation ſcems to depend upon St. Paul's 
being a found expoſitor : This being granted, 
the caſe muſt be allowed ſimilar and tl;e ſame, o- 
therwiſe the apoſtle would apply the words and 
the ſenſe of David to a wrong purpoſe ; for 
you fee, he ſays David's — and his were 
exactly the ſame, ** even as David alſo deſcribeth 
the blcſſedneſs of the man unto whom God impu- 
teth righteouſneſs without works, ſaying, bleſſed 
arc they whoſe iniquities are forgiven, &c. So 
that according to St. Paul, imputing righteouſneſs 
without works,and forgiving i iniquities, are cquiva- 
lent terms. The royal Pſalmiſt, according to him, 
means the ſame thing by the latter, that he does 
by the former phraſe: Nor is his authority in the 
interpretation of antient (cripture to be made a 
matter of queſtion, ſince he is acknowledged to 
have been under inſpiration of God. And tho? 
under the former diſpenſation, the phraſes ex- 
preſſive of the ſinner's pardon and peace with God, 
ſuch as © ſhewing mercy,” © receiving graci- 
ouſly,” “ raking away iniquity,“ &c. are not the 
very ſame that are ſometimes uſed under the goſ- 
pel ; yer ſince juſtification in the ſight of God was 
then eſſentially the ſame that it i now, we muſt 
conclude that the ſame thing was intended by 
SY them, 
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Righteouſneſs imputed 


them, that is now underſtood by the righteouſneſs 
of faith, and faith imputed for righteouſneſs; be- 
ing juſtified freely by the grace of God thro' the 
redemption that is in Chrilt, and the like. 

Jus TIFYING ſeems to have an immediate re- 
ference to law, which is the ſule of juſtice and 
judicial proceedings, and the juſlifie.1 perion is he 
who ſtands right in the eye of the law, by having 
perſonally fulfilled it, or ſuffered the penalty of 
It, or found favor on the ſcore cf what another 
has done and ſuffered in his ſtead. A perſon is 
ſaid to be juſtified in Jaw, when he is judicially 
cleared of the legal charge that 1s bro't againſt him 
and is proved to be innocent; and fo to have kept 
and fulilled the law. So an offender ard quilty 
perſon, viewed in the forenſic light, is juſtified 
when he has ſatisfied the Jaw by ſuffering the pe- 
nalty or paying the mulct he is) gally ſubjected 
to, for the law then has no further demands upon 
him, and he is innocent in the eye of human courts 
and laws. In like manner, if a criminal or debtor, 
is diſcharged in court, from his bonds and obliga- 
tions, in virtue of a ſurety or ſubſlitute, that ays 
or ſuffers in his ſtead, he is then legally juſtified 
and acquitred, 

Wirz regard to the ſinner in the ſight of God, 
the violator of his law, it is certain he cannot be 
proved innocent at the bar of God: Nor can he 
ſatisfie the law by ſuffering, ſo as ever to have 
redemption, If he is juſlified ar all therefore it 
muſt be by means of a ſurety or ſubſtitute, and the 
mediation of a third perſon. 

A MEER grant of pardon and indemnity, wich- 
out any afonement and ſatistaction; ſuch as earth- 
ly ſovereigns ſometimes find it agreeable to the 


purpoſes 
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purpoſes of civil government, to proclaim to re- Dif V, 

turning rebels, ſeems not fully to come up tothe pA I. 

idea of uſtification in the ſight of God. J hat, is 

pr pyrly pardon and abſolution, but not /ri#Zly 

juſtification, which always ſeems to ſuppoſe that 

the. law has received ſome conſideration and fatis- 

faction. But the pardon which God the great 

rulgr and lawgiver, holds forth to a guilty world, 

in the holy ſcriptures, is juſtification in this ſenſe 

of it : He forgives (in in conſideration of the all- 

atoning blood of Chriſt, for he has made peace by And par- 

the blood of his croſs : So that pardon and juſti- wy mo 
fication, as it re ſpects the offended deity, and ſin- „f Cha 
ners among men, is the ſame thing, agreable to ſhewn to 
the apollle in the text, and the doQrine of the Þ- the 
goſpel. And in all vicarious caſes it muſt needs ſame. 

be ſo, where one fulfils the law in another's ſtead, 
that the guilty may be acquitted ; and ſuch a caſe 
is that of our redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. And 
therefore the juſtified and pardoned in Chriſt 
Jeſus are nor meerly indemnified from wrath, but 
are accepted and treated as righteous perſons, and 
are inticled to all the honors and priviiedges of 
God's ſubjects and chi.dren : Which is not al- 
ways the caſe where pardon is free in his eng, 
that it is granted without any conſideration to 
juſtice. - | 

Tas inſtance of our redemption and juſtifica- 

tion by Jeſus Chriſt, is altogether different from 
what commonly happens among men, and with 
regard to the princes of this werd and their ſub- 
jets. Earthly kings pardonYebels and malctfaQt- 
ors, in way meerly of grace and mercy, not of 
righteouſneſs and a legal compenſation : But God 
our offended ſoyereign juſtifies fingers, not only 


1 L 3 graciouſiy, 
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Diſ. V. graciouſly, but according to righteouſneſs : His 
PA. I. grace reigns towards them, thio' righteouſneſs, 
== aud he reconciles the world unto himſelf, through 


the propitiatory ſacrifice of his ſon. He himſelf 
provides the ranſom, and therefore it is ſtiled the 
*« righteouſnels of God“, and pardon and juſtifica- 
tion is molt free, at the fame time that his Jaw 
and government are aton'd and ſatisfied. The 
juſt ſuffers for the unjuſt and there fore the ungod- 
ly are acquitted, the Jaw is magnified and honored, 
and God is at the ſame time a moſt merciful and 
rightecus ſovereign. Ibis is the goſpel myſte- 
ry hat as fin hath reigne.| unto death, even fo 
might grace reign through righteouſneſs unto eters 
nal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

AND then further, to ſhew that pardon through 
the blood of Chriſt, according to the goſpe], is 
the ſame as juſtification in the ſight of God, and 
involves the whole idea of the ſinners acceptance, 
it may be conſidered, that fin againſt God and 
diſobedience to his law, is a thing widely different 
| from rebellion againſt an earthly prince, and the 
tranſgreſſors of human laws. Civil laws take cog- 
nizance only of poſitive violations and ovect acts, 
whereas the divine laws reach the heart and inner 
man, requiring right principl-s and diſpoſirions 
as much as right actions; and charge omiſſions of 
duty upon us as crimes, and condemns us for want 
of righteouſneſs, as well as for actual iniquities, 
and ſinful groſs perpetrations. Now evangelical 
and political pardon, differ as much as the nature 
and Kinds of the Jaws and conſſitutions. Pardon 
accoiding to the goſpel, reſpects and includes all 
omiſſion and Ceficiencies and ſhort comings, in 
point of obedience, as well as direct poſitive brea- 
| ches 
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ches of law, and comprehends every thing that Dif. V. 
relates to our moral chaſacter; and therefore ſuch PA. I. 
a remiſſion or pardon, muſt needs ſet the inner and 


perfectly right in che view of the law, and it can 
have no further charges againſt him 1n any reſpett, 
and he cannot but be eſteemed and declared righic» 
ous both negatively and poſitively in th- ſight of 
God, and intitle to the bleſſings of the ubedient, 
as well as ind-mnified from the puniſhment of 
the tranſgreſſor. 


Axp ſurely there is nothing more implied in 
juſtification than this. H- that is thus pardoned 
is compleatly juſlified, and is intereſted in thewhole 
redemption and righteouſneſs that is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, He is the man to whom Ged imputes 
righteouſneſs withour works ; or in David's own 
words to whom he does not impute fin, or whole 
iniquity he forgives for Chriſt's lake. So we of- 
ten read of the forgiveneſs of ſins through Chriſt 
as tanta-amount with Juſtification and redemp- 
tion, and righteouſneſs in the ſight of God. In 
whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveneſs of ns: If we confeſs our 
fins, he is faithful, and juſt to forgive our ſins, and 
to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs“ . And 


Col 1.14. 
1Joh 19. 


Rom. 3. 24. 25. Being juſtified freely by his 


grace, through the redemption that is in Jeſus 
Chriſt :” „ M hom God hath ſet forth to be a 
propiciation, through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of (ins that are 
paſt, through the forbearance of God, 
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Diſ. V. II. HAT the ſubject of juſtification in the | Hh 
PA. II, reſpect the apoſtle here conſiders it, = Od 
has no works or perſonal virtue that can conſtitute = & 
a juſtifying righteouineſs in the ſight of God: | ſt 
Bur on the contrary iuch pardoned and juſtified ſu 
perſon has a righteouſneſs imputed without works ol 
l The reſpect in which the apoſtle here conſi- |. - 
1 ders juſtification we have before ſhewn ; it is at | el 
| the bar of God, and in this prefent life. And o 
| that the perſon 1s not thus juſtified in yirtue of | ot 
a perſonal obedience to the law, is ſeveral times SW 
intimated and aſſerted in the text. The charac- = dc 
ter given of the ſubject of this juſtification are = ar 
theſe: He is one“ that worketh not”. He is = ha 
* ungodly” and one © to whom righteouſneſs is ta 
imputed without works”, What can exclude di 
works or perſonal righteouſneſs from being the ft 
ground of this juſtification if theſe expreſſions m 
do not? | | 6. 
The juſti- Bor here it may be needful to obſerve, that £2 Cl 
2 "— by the ungodly and him that workerh not, is by be 
ly. es no means to be underſtood the impenitent unre- = I 
| newed ſinner, who continues in his fins, and goes pe 
on in his rebellion againſt God: That faith in 
which is concomitant with juſtification, ſuppoſes Ss Al 
and impl:es the finners converſion and ſanctifi- | fpi 
cation, and is the root and principle of evangeli- ate 
cal obedience. Faith, which involves the idea ed 
of holineſs and regeneration, is inſeperable in jut 
point of time, from juſtit cation before God. we 
What is intended is this, that the ſubje& of ou 
juſtification, previous thereto, was ungodly, a be 
ſinner, impenitent, without virtue and good ſer 
works plcaling to God, as well as unpardoned : 


and under condemnation and the curſe of God's 
e M7 law : 
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law: And moreover that ſtill he is ungodly and Dif. V. 
deſtitute of works of righteouſneſs in this ſenſe, pa II. 
that his virtue and obedience are defective and 2 
ſhort of what the law requires, and therefore 
ſuch as do not conſtitute a juſtifying righteouſ- 
neſs in the ſight of God. The juſtified perſon 
is fo far from being ungodly and one that work- 
eth not, in the ſenſe of impenitence and habitual 
unrighteouſneſs and diſobedience. that he is the 
only truly, virtuous perſon, who performs good 
works upon the beſt and ſublimeſt principles, 
doing that which is right in the ſight of the Lord 
and that with a perfect heart. It is them that 
have believed in God that are careful to main- 
tain good works: The unbelievers and diſobe- 
dient go together, and often intend the ſame per- 
ſon, and the tame word is uſed for them both pro- 
milcuouſly ; without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God: Hereby chriſtians are created anew in Heb. * 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God hath 11. 
before ordained that we ſhould walk in them”, 
The faith that juſtifies, alſo ſanctifies, and is the 
priaciple and beginning of new, and divine life Eph. 2. 10. 
in the ſoul, before dead in treſpaſſes and fins. 4 
And ſuch only are filled with the fruit of the 4 
ſpiric, and are truly zealous of good works, that il 
are redeemed from iniquity, as well as purifi- | 
ed unto himlelf by Chriſt Jeſus, But before i 
juſtification and faith in Jeſus Chriſt, the 8 
works of the Saiats, are works, not of righte- l | 
duſneſs but unrighteouſneſs ; they are dead works, i 
> becauſe their conſciences are not purged to 
ſerve the living God. 
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So that the works of the believer, prior to 
juſtification, cannot be the cauſe and reaſon of 
his acceptance in the ſight of God the father; 
nor are they to be taken into conſideration in 
this gracious affair. If the unbel.ever has no 
works of righteouſneſs, that are properly ſo cal- 
led, it is very certain he cannot be juſtified by 
any ſuch works in the preſence of the holy and 
{in-avenging deity. 

AnD indeed were we to ſuppoſe that the ſin- 
ner before faith and juſtification was poſſeſſed 
of works truly evangelical and pleaſing to God, 
ſuch as are the virtue of the ſaints, after regene- 
ration, and peace with God, yet ſtill they would 
not be a legal juſtifying righteouſnels, for the 
law knows no righteouſneſs but that which is 
perfect and ſinleſs: The perſonal righteouſneſs 


of the believing and faithful, tho' rewardable at 


the tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt, yet is not that righ- 
teouſneſs by which they are juſtified in the fight 
of God ; for here they are juſtified only by 
the blood of Chriſt, and thro' the redemp- 
tion that is in him, in the way of faith, by grace 
meerly : Not of works, leaſt any man ſhould 
boaſt ; for if it were of works, it would be no 
more of grace ; to him that worketh the reward 
is of debt. If the law could have given life; 
righteouſneſs and juſtification ſhould have been 
by the law, and there would have been no oc- 
calion that Chriſt ſhould have aton'd the law, 
and fulfilled all righteouſneſs for us. So that it 
righteouſneſs came by the law, Chriſt would be 
dead in vain, and the myſtery of divine grace 
and mercy in our redemption by his croſs, would 


be fruftrated and rendered of no effect: And 
not 


dE. 


2 e 3 
2 8 . * * 
* 7 3 - of 
* . N ond II 3 : - a 


n | gan 
. 1 * i 


law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified.” No perſonal o- 


without Works: 155 


not only ſo, but God has manifeſted his righ- D iſ. V. 
teouſneſs without the law for the purpoſes of PA, II. 
juſtification 3; and Chriſt is the end of the law Cas 
for righteouſneſs, to every one that believeth: 
He is the Lord our righteouſneſs, a divine pro- 
pitiation, and“ is of God made unto the be- 
liever wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanCtification and 
redemption.” 
TiLL faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and juſtification 
by his blood, the ſinner is under condemnation ; 
and his works of obedience to the law never 
could have juſtified him in the ſight of God a- 
gainſt the claims and curſes of that law which 
condemned him. Why is the ſinner condemned, 
but becauſe he has failed in point of obedience ? 
But can he then be juſtified in virtue of this 
fame defective partial obedience ? That muſt be 
a ſtrange conſticution indeed, that is calculated 
both to condemn and juſtify the ſame perſon, 
upon the ſame grounds, in the fame court and 
before the ſame judge. 
Ir our works were according to law, ſuch as 
the virtue of the ſinleſs angels and men before 
tranſgreſſion, our juſtification would be in the 
way of law and juſtice : But otherwiſe our works 
are nothing in point of juſtification before God, 
and the law condemns us notwithſtanding all 
our ſuppoſed righteouſneſs. And this is the 
ſituation of the whole world, they are all guilty 
before God, and therefore © by the deeds of the 
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bedience or virtue of the ſinner, either before 
or after faith and juſtification, can be the ground 
and matter of his juſtification in the fight of God, 
and in the view in which the apoſtle here con- 
ſidets it. AND 


136 Righteouſneſs impated 


Dif. V. Axp verily did not the law and governing 
PA. II. character of God forbid it, a cheaper ealier 
- nethod might have been pitched upon to re- 
concile heaven and earth, than the incarnation, ! 
infamy and crucifixion of the Lord of glory. | 
Would God have purchaſed the church with his 
own blood,if the obligations of law and rights of 
juſtice, might have been diſpenſed with ? The 
ſon of God, is God, poſſeſſing divine j roperties 
and titles, and is repreſented in the holy ſcrip- 
tures, as equal with the father, in judgment and 
power, majeſty and glory. All power in heaven 
and earth is committed to him, and he 1s the 
omniſcient judge of the world, and can there be 
any greater power or underſtanding than this ? 
Does the BiBLE ever repreſent the knowledge 
or dominion of God the father as ſuperior to 
this ? But if the divine eternal Logos is the 
ranſom and redecmer of ſinners, ſurely the great 
things he has done and ſuffered, cannot be looked 
upon only as ſome kind of confideration, a com- 
piement and imperfect ſalvo, but mutt be regar- 
ded as a ſull price, a compleat ſatisfaction and | 

_ compenſation to law and juſtice. | 
AnD acordingly our text aſſures us that the 
finner, who has no legal righteouſneſs of his own | 
to be imputed, is notwithſtanding, thro* faith, | 
made the ſubject of a juſtifying righteouſneſs | 1 
before God.—A righteouſneſs, which is not per- c 
ſonal and wrought out by the ſinner himſelf, 
but the righteouſneſs of another perſon, a vica- | 
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cious righteouſneſs, which becomes his by a gra- f 
cicus, not a legal imputation. This is not the 1 
righteouſneſs of the ſinner, for it is imputed * 2 
without works. It is not the redundant righte- | 


oulne {3 p ti 


without works. 157 


5 ! gaſneſs of ſaints or angels, for tho” the goodneſs Dif. V. 
* '* and virtue of one, is often the occaſion in pro- PA, II. 
3 vidence of divine bleſſings in this world to o- 


s thers, nearly related and connected, as appears 

+ in the caſe of Abraham, David, and others; yet 

© this is never conſidered as the ground of remiſſion 

g of fins, and acceptance to eternal life: This is 

a not the fruit of human or angelic holineſs and 

11 benevolence, but of the obedient ſuffering and 

4 daeath of the Lord of angels, the infinitely mu- 

gnificent ſavior who died for our fins and roſe 
- again for our juſtification. | 
= Tus is the righteouſneſs of God, becaule it 
= is a great righteouſneſs reſembling the other great 

: works of God: Becauſe it is a divine righteouſ- | 
- neſs wrought out by the ſon of God, the glori- | 
10 ous Immanuel : Becauſe God the father, by the | 
ne free conſent of his only begotten and dearly be- | 
at loved ſon, appointed him as a victim to juſtice, 4 
ed and fet him forth as the propitiation for our | l 
58 ſins. The righteouſneſs ſaid to be imputed to y 
8 the believer for juſtification in cur text, in the | 
ad * fight of God the father, is therefore the righte- 1 

; ouſneſs of God, for as much as he has provided 1 

he this facrifice for us; and yet in ſuch a way, that | 
"> | it cannot be faid, without an affront to com- 
hy, mon fenſe, as ſome have ſaid, that he herein on- 
ſs | ly makes ſatisfaction to himſelf, and ſo it is no 
17 * {atisfaction at all. 
It, ; AND as it is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has made 
[aan atonement, and redeemed us and waſhed us 
1. from our ſins in his own blood, we may right- 
h J + ly be ſaid to be juſtified by the righteouſnefs 
[of Chriſt, tho? it be not the ſcripture phraſe ; for 
2 this is the righteouſneſs of God, ſo often men- 


tioned in the goſpel. For it is the blood of 
Chriſt 


158 Righteouſneſs imputed 


Dif. v. Chriſt juſtifies, though it is God the father ac- 0 
PA. II. cepts and has ordained it to this purpoſe. £ 
Leys WELL may it be our ardent wiſh and prayer, 2 


as it was Saint Paul's, to be intereſted in this 
righteouſneſs: And happy for us, if we go not 
about to eſtabliſh our own righteouſneſs, being 
ignorant of his, for our juſtification in the fight _ 
of God. This righteouſneſs imputed without 
works, is the merit of the blood of Chriſt, the 
virtue of that all-atoneing ſacrifice which every 
way anſwers the demands of juſtice, and ſets the 
believer right in the eye of the divine law, and 
at the bar of the incenced law-giver, And no- 
thing more can be neceſſary for the juſtification 
of the very chief of ſinners than a participation 
of this righteouſneſs, a being ſprinkled with 
this blood. For this is the blood of a lamb, the | 
lamb of God, without blemiſh and without ſpot, ©. 
the great antitype of all the legal ſacrifices, a 
perfect innocent and holy perſon, of ineſtimable, | 
infinite worth, voluntarily ſubſtituting himſelf | 
in our ſtead, taking our ftripes and bearing our Þ| 
iniquity, and ſanctified and ſealed by God the 
father for this ſervice. He was wounded for 
our tranſgreſſions and bruiſed for our iniquities, 
but the holineſs of his nature and life, rendered 
his ſufferings efficacious to the purging away |. 
iniquity. Had he not been an active doer of | 
the law, as well as made a curſe for us, he could 
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not have been the Lord our righteouſneſs. His BY. 
0 * ey b 4 | 
righteouſneſs is both active and paſſive, for it ; 
was an obedience to the death, and he came to 3 | 


do as well as ſuffer the will of God. And the |" | 
blood of Chriſt conſidered as the ground and | 
matter of our juſtification implies a character, it 

is the blood of a righteous perſon ; And what 
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without Works. 


Bur 


perhaps the ſentiments of chriſtians in eral, upon 


this matter are nearly expreſſed by Mr. Harvey in his 
dialogues, Vol I. p. 57. Says Theron. You ſeem, if not 
to mutilate, yet to /p/ir the merits of Chriſt, andjparcel out 
the efficacy of his mediatorial undertaking ; aſcribing ſo 
much to his active and ſo much to his paſſive righte- 
ouſneſs ; pardon to thi: and life to that. A/patio an- 
ſwers. Some perhaps, may be pleaſed with this way of 
ating the matter: But it is a method which I neither 
attempt to defend, or wiſh to imitate, lo diſtingui 

indeed between the active and paſſive righteouſneſs I 
think it not amiſs. Becauſe this ſets the fulneſs of our 
Lord's merits in the cleareſt light; and gives the com- 
pleteſt honor to God's holy law.-But to divide them 
into detached portions independenton each other, ſeems 
to be fanciful rather than judicious. For had either part 
of the mediatorial obedience been wanting, I apprehend 
neither pardon, nor acceptance nor any ſpiritual blefling, 
could have been vouchſafed to fallen man. The two 
parts are inſeperable ; making in their connection, a 
neceſſary and noble whole, for the accompliſhment of 
our ſalvation. Juſt as the light and heat from yonder 
ſun, blend their operations ; to produce this delightful 
day, and this fruitful weather. — However therefore, I 
may happen to expreſs myſelf, I never {conſider them 
as acting in the exc/u/tve ſenſe ; but would always have 
them underſtood, as a grand and glorious agregate. 
Looking upon our ſavior's univerſal obedience, which 
was commenc'd at his incarnation ; which was carried 
on thro his life; and terminated in his death; looking 
upon all this, in its co//z&:we form, as the object of my 
faith, and the foundation of my hopes. Dr. Tillotſos con- 
ſiders the obedience of Chriſt, in connection with his 
ſufferings, as neceſſary to conſtitute him an adequate 
ſacrifice for the ſins of the world. Two things ſays 
he were requiſite to qualify our Lord Jeſus Chriſt for 
this purpole ; perfect innacency and obedience, and 


| great ſuffering in our nature, even to the ſuffering of 


death.“ 


139 


our lord did and ſuffered, both enter into the Diſ. V. 
idea of our juſtifying righteouſneſs, and neither 
of theſe without the other would be ſufficient 
to our redemption. * 
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Dlſ. V. Bur then it is to be particularly. obſerved, 
PA. II. that this evangelical forgiveneſs or imputation 


death... Our Savior and our ſacrifice, being the fon 
of God in our nature; and he voluntarily aſſuming it, 
and ſubmitting to the condition of humanity, in its 
loweſt and moſt miſerable ſtate, ſin only excepted ; 
and his being contented to live a life of doing good 
and ſuffering evil, and at laſt to be put to death and 
made a ſacrifice for us : The dignity of the perſon 
| Who did and /uffired all this for us, and his dearneſs 
to God, muſt needs add a mighty value to fo perfect 
an obedience and ſuch patient /uferings ; ſo as to render 
them a full, perfect and ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation and 
ſatis faction for the fins of the whole world. And all 
this being willingly performed in our nature, and ac- 
cepted by God as done upon our account, may rea- 
ſonably be preſumed to redound to our benefit and 
advantage. as much as if we ourſelves had performed 
in our own perſons : Nothing being ſo proper and fo 
available to make an honorable amends and ſatisfaction 
to the juſtice of God for the ſins of all mankind, as 
the voluntary obedience and ſufferings of human nature 
in a perſon of ſo great dignity and dearneſs to God, 
as his eternal and intirely beloved ſon, I. Vol. Fol. 
p. 147, and 48. | 
Bur there is ſcarce any other writer, perhaps, has carried 
the matter of Chriſt's perfect righteouſneſs or active obe- 
dience to ſuch a length and made the whole virtue of his 
ſacrifice to conſiſt in it, as the late Dr. John Taylor has 
done. ; 
«« THE BLOOD of Chriſt ſays he, is the perſect obedience 
and goodn'/s of Chiiſt. His blood implies a character, 
and it is his blood, as he is a lamb, without ſpot and 
blemiſh, (i. e.) as he is perfectly holy. which is of ſo 
great value in the fight of God. The blood of Chriſt, 
or that by which he has bought or redeemed us, is his 
love and goodneſs to men, and his obedience to God: 
- exerciſed indeed, throughout the whole of his ſtate of 
humiliation in this world, but moſt eminently exhi- 
bited in his death. His blood is precious, uot in the 
| ſenſe in which: 4lver an gold, or any other material 
thing, is precious, but as it is the blood of the amb 
YET, ) 3 4 4 withes 


without Works. 161, 


of righteouſneſs without works, is the priviledge Diſ. V. 
only of them that believe. So the text plainly pa II. 
a * aſſerts, (Ju 


ewithout ſpot and blemiſh ; That is to ſay, it is his com. * | © 
* plete and ſpotleſs righteouſneſs, his humility, goodneſs, 
£o obedience unto death, which makes his blood precious, 
oy. in the beſt and higheit ſenſe, and gives his cro/5, all its 
- worth end efficacy—again, this ebedtence or doing the 
will of God ( Heb. 10 6 &c.) was the /acrifice of a 


* ſweet · ſmelling ſavor, which he offered unto God for us. 1 
5x] It was bis rigbreou/neſr, or righteous kind and benevo- / 
I lent action, his obedient death or the ſacrifice of bir lows {Þ 
Ta and obedience, which made atonement tor the fins of the i 
E. world; &C.. Key 


. » && 
| Havins thus ered hy virtue of Chriſt's ſacrifice, as 
conſiſting in doing, not in ſuffering ; he afterwards ſeems 
to deny that we are redeemed by ſatisfying law and 
juſtice, becauſe then our redemptzon could not be of 
grace: Which is right contrary to the aforementioned 
Arch Bilhop, who conſiders what Chriſt has done and 
| | ſuffered for us as a /ati;fa4iom to 1he juſtite of God, for 
* the fins of men, with whom [ cannot but agree, for ma- 
< ny reaſons, and as being moſt agreable to the ſcripture 
account of our redemption by the blood of Chrift, the 
© great antitype of the legal ſacrifices, who was cut off, 
made a curſe for us, againſt whom the ſword of the lord 
awaked, who was made fin for us, and whoſe propitiatoty 
ö - ſacrifice defends us ag ioſt the anathema of God's law, takes 
away our guilt and diſarms the law of its deſtructive power. 
—— Joilification and condemnation have relation to Jaw 
and juſtice : and that which is the grcund of Juſtification to 
them, that were before condemned. is ſomething that ſatis - 
fees the law and ſerves to anſwer the demands of juſtice, 
tho' it be bot the very ſame, the law originally requir'd. 
The law may admit of a ſubltitute: it is ſo in civil eaſes, and 
why, as one obſerves, ſhould that be exploded iv our 
ſchemes of divinity, which is allow'd in our ecuris of judi - 
cature ? Nor can I fce why redemption in this caſe is nut 
free grace, notwithſtanding the relation it has to law and 
joltice ; ſceing it is grace that accepts this vicar jour paniſh- 
| meat inſtead of per fowl ſuffering ; and the grace of Gad 
the Father, likewiſe, not we ourſelves provides the tanſom 
i and price for as; and to us the biefiing comes as freely an 
| tho' the jultice of God had iccciv d no ſatisfaRion at all, 
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aſſerts, © To him that worketh not, but believerh 
on him'that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is count- 
ed for righteouſneſs, &c. This might have been 
conſidered under a diſtin& head, only as this is not 
the place to dwell largely upon it. Even the apoſtle 
St. James, who ſays /o much in favor of works, that 
by ſome he is thought to contradict the doctrine of 
juſtification by faith alone, as it has been now con- 
ſidered, yet plainly intimates. that no perſon can 
be juſtified without faith, and that juſtification is the 
property only of believers : For ſays he, © ye ſee 
then here that by works a man is juſtified and not 
by faith only.” Even in his view of juſtification, 
faith is conſidered as abſolutely neceſſary, and fo 
are works alſo : but not in St. Paul's ſenſe of it in 
this place. The goſpel is far, very far from re- 
22 works and perſonal righteouſneſs as uſe- 
eſs and unneceſſary in the chriſtian ſeheme, they 


bave their place and importance, and à glorions 


reward awaits them, but yet, if our text is true, 
it ſeems, they can have no hand in our juſtification 
in the fight of God. N | | 
Tut faith of Chrift is at the ſame time; the 
root of obedience, and mean of juſtification : it 


renews the heart and mind, and gives an intereſt 
in the blood and righteouſneſs of the mediator. 


17 ufting in the merit of Chriſt and in the mercy 
of God thro him, makes the ſinner a partaker 
thereof : But then the nature of the caſe requires 
that it be a truſt qualified as above; otherwife 
Chriſt would be made the miniſter of fin. Nor 
need ſin be aton'd for, by the blood of Chriſt at 
all, if che believer in it might be indulged in a 
courſe of ſin. That would be a ſtrange doctrine 
that requir'd ſatis faction for the tranſgreſſion of the 


law, 


uithout Mori. 


Jaw, but not obedienee io it. It would bs the dos · Dif, W. 
trine of licentiouſneſs with a witneſs, and the mad- PA. } 


eſt antinomianiſm. There is grace and pardon in 
eſus Chriſt, but God requires faith and truſt of 
eart in him in order to the imputation of this 
righteouſneſs : and this confidence in him has a 


double efficacy; it gives a title to, and, intereſt in 


the redemption he has wronght out, and ſanctifies 
the heart to obedience, and ſubmiſſion to his yoke 
and government. . i 
Lr me here uſe the words of the much ad- 
mired. Dr. Dadridge, in relation to faith and im- 
putation of righteouſneſs. Says he, all manner of 
imputation ſeems to be a metaphor taken from 
books of account between creditor and debtor. T 
impute any act of ſin or of obedience is therefore 
properly no other than to ſet it down to his account. 
Fhe great God of heaven and earth is repreſented 
in ſcripture, with humble condeſcention to our 
manner of acting and conceiving of things, as 
keeping à moſt exact book of records and accounts, 
in which thoſe things are regiſter'd, concerning 
every one of us, which he will bring in to that final 
Teview and ſurvey, by which our characters and 
Kates ſhall finally be determin'd. And as the moſt 


exact and perfect obedience is a debt which we owe 
to him, as our great creator, benefactor and gover- 


nor; ſo on the breach of his law we owe him ſome 


proper ſatisfaction for it. In this view we are 
charged as debtors, poor miſerable inſolyent deb- 


tors in the book of God: Innumerable ſins are 
imputed or ſet down to our account: and were 


things to go on in this courſe we ſhould ere long 


be arreſted by the divine juſtice, and being found 
jncapable of payment, ſhould be caſt into the priſon 
| M 2 of 


164 Righteouſneſs imputed 


Dif. V. of hell, to come ont no more. But God in pity 
PA. II. to our calamitous ſtate has found out a ſurety and 
Wy Fanfom for us, and has provided a ſatisfaction in the. 
obedience and ſufferings of his ſon, which is what 
we mean by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, or his ac- 
tive and paſſive ebedience. It is with a- gracious 
regard to this, to expreſs his high complacency in it, 
and (if I may fo ſpeak), his pleaſing remembrance my 
of it, that all who are finally juſtificd and ſaved, Ls 
meet with divine acceptance and favor: Or to pur- 1 
ſue the metaphor opened above, the righteouſneſs 4 
of Chriſt is, in the book of God, imputed or ſet 
down to their account, as that by which the debt is 
balanced, and they are intitled to fuch favors as 
righteous perſons might expect from God. But 
then it is an invariable rule in the divine proceed- 
ings, that this righteouſneſs or this atonement and 
ſatis faction of Chriſt (for I think it matters but little 
by which of theſe names it ſhall be called) * be a 
means of delivering thoſe, and only thofe that belzeve. 
Purſuant therefore to the aforeſaid metaphor, when 
any particular perſon believes, this is fer down to his 
account, as a moſt important article, or as a memo- 
randum (if I may fo expreſs it) in the book of 
God's remembrance, that ſuch a one is now actu- 
ally become a believer, and therefore is now intit- 
led to juſtification and life by Chriſt. In this fenfe 
his faith is imputed for righteouſneſs. Yer it is not 
regarded by God as the grand conſideration that 
balances the account, or indeed as a paying any of 
the former debt, which it is impoſſible it ſhould : 
but only as that which, according to the gracious 
conſtitution of the goſpel, gives a man a claim to 
| SEW LOS; | 4 n 8 ec that 
* The Reader will obſerve, that I hare thought with Dr. 
2 Dodridge, and have all aloog uſed theſe ph:aſcs ptomiſcucuſly. 


uuithout Works. 16 5 


chat which Chriſt has paid, and which God has gra- Dif. V. 
ciouſſy allowed as a valuable conſideration, in re- PA. II. 
gard to which he may bonourably-pardonand accept WY 

all who ſhall apply to him in his appointed way, or 

in the way of humble believing.” Thus he. 1 

Ap now-to conclude this head, why. ſhould it 
be thought an incredible thing that God ſhould 
impure righteouſneſs without works, (i. e.) place 
to the account of one what is done and ſuffered 
by another, who voluntarily takes his place and is 
able to pay the debt, and is appointed to and ac- 
cepted in the office of ſurety by the great creditor ; 
or rather the offended Jawgiver ; for crimes and 
debts ſeem to admit of ſome difference; and. it 
depends more upon the pleaſure of the lawgiver 
and judge to admit a commutation of puniſhment, 
than of the creditar to admit of the payment of a 
debt by another band ? Can it be deny'd that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, took the ſhame and puniſhment 
that was due to us? Did he not bear our iniquity, 
even our fins, in his own body, and ſubmit to the 
blow of juſtice for us? And is not what he did and 
ſuffer'd ſo far plac'd to our account or imputed to us 
that we have healing, pardon, redemption thereby? Has 
he not bought us with his blood, and given his life 
for ours? Now if our fins are thus charged upon 
ou” deareſt Redeemer, by the ordination of God, 
why for the ſame reaſon, ought we not to look 
upon it, that his merit is imputed to us, and his 
righteonſneſs ſa charged to our account, that we 
are juſtified in the fight of God, thro? faith in him? 

Let any man in the world ſhew if he can, that 

there is any more abſurdity in, or a leſs neceſſity ot, 
the imputation of - Chri(t's righteouſneſs to us, than 

of our iniquities to him. And indeed without this, 
e + Fl what 


il 166 Righteouſneſs imputed 

ii V. What is there vety peculiar id the goſpel? Or what 
| l. II. is the chriſtian religion more than another religion? 
i! a III. Tuer bleſſed is he man, whole fins are 
1 thus remitted, to whom God thus imputes righte- 
| onfheſs without works. To the ſintier truly ſen- 

| ſible of his wretchedneſs and condemnation, there 

| is po news more joyful, more welcome, than chat 
| which the go . of pardon and quſtification 
by the bleod-of Chriſt. How great is the bleſſed- 


neſs of that man whoſe guilty ſcore is cancelled, 

who is indemnified from wrath and redeemed from 

the curſe of God's law ? How happy he who bas 
omnipoterce for his protection, and the friendſhip 
and favor of that almighty being ſecured, whom he 
had made his enemy by wicked works, and into 
whoſe hands, gcc. His dreadful fears are 
diſſipated; he rejoices in hop; is gladenꝰd wih the 
8 light of the divine countenance, and poſſeſſes that 
ce of God that paſſes all uhderſtanding. There 
1s now no condemnation belongs unto Hm. — The 
miſerable captive is redeemed, the Ive of Satan 

becomes the ranſomed of the Lord; the involved 

debtor is acquitted from his obligations, the enor- 

| mous debt is paid by his able and moſt benevolent. 
i farery, his ruin'd citcumſtances retrieved, his fhame 
| and nakednefs covered with the 'mathitle of righteonſ- 

| nes, and being wedded to the Lord of glory, he be- 

comes vefted in all his treaſures and exalted! hontrs. 

He happy is the man who is juſtified in the. 

| ſight of God, accepted in his deatly beloved ſon, 
and made an heir according to the hope of eternal 
life! We fer a value upon earthly poſſeſſions, but 
what are theſe compared to the fair inheritanee of 
the faints in light ? It is tho't a great felicity to have 

the reverſion of a throne and kibgdom in this * | 
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bun is it to be compared with that kingdom which Piſ. V. | 
cappot be thaken, and the Fown of lite that fadcth PA. II, 
not away? Shortly we and all theſe things ſhall 2 
fail; men bleſſed the man whoſe portion. is pot in 
this lite, and who has not made gold his hope, but 
bas treaſures and friends in heaven, and a title to 
immortality. The end of all things is at hand, the 
judge ſtands before the door, and very ſoon we muſt 
all appear before the auguſt tribunal of the ſon of 
Gad; then bleſſed will de the man who has peace 
with God, being juſſiſied by faith, whaſe tranſgreſſi- 
ons are forgiven, whole {as are covered, whoſe guilt | 
is cancelled. - Bleſſed then the man to whom the 
Lord will not impure. iniquity, in whoſe {ſpirit there is 
no guile; and whom the great judge and favious hall | 
” Adenguncea faithtyl ſervant, and ſhall welcome to his 
maſter's joy, and recompenſe with everlaſting life. 

Fox it is well wWorthy ot notice, that after ſheſe 
words, To whom the — will not impute ini- 
Auity,“ the Pſalmiſt adds, and in whoſe ſpirit 
there is no guile,”” therein connecting the character 
t the pardon d and uprigli man together; which 
i are things not to be ſeperated: For whoſoe- 
ver has his figs covered, has alſo his heart change d. 
And in vain cherefore do we hope to partake of the 
bleſſedneſs of the juſtified, without poſſeſſing the 
Ipirit and temper of them that are ſanctified. The 
FPardoned and happy man is always an Iſraelite in- 
1 Lead. in whom there is no guile. If we live in 
; dice and intemperapce, and indulge to corruption : 
and inſincerity, it is very certain the bleſſednefs ce- | 

lebrated in the text does nat belong to us. Be not 

N deccived, he that doth e is 1ighteous ; 
 * the-workers of iniquity ſhall depart, from Chriſt ; 
ihe liar and drunkard, the unclean perſon, the co- 


vetous 
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vetous, the unjuſt, the envious, ſhall not mlerit the 


A. II. kingdom of God; and no imputatiom of righteouſ- 


neſs will finally ſave the unrighteous perſoh. Pho? 


we are not juſtified by works in the ſight of God, 


yet we ſhall be rewarded according to them at the 
tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt. For, behold, ſays our 


Rev. 22, 
12. 


Lord, I come quickly, and my reward is with me, 
to pive every man according as his work ſhall be. 

Tus doctrine of juſtification by faith, in a way 
of grace, ſtands in no contradiction to that practioe 
of virtue, which can never be enough iaculcated. 


We do nos make void the law rhro' faith; we 


eſtabliſh the law, by providing a full amends for 
the wrong that has been done to it, and by im- 
proving the grace of the gofpel, to the purpoſes 
of practical righteouſheſs ; even that the righte- 
ouſneſs of the law may be fulfilled in us who 
walk not after the fleſh but after the ſpirit. 

Lr not our dependance therefore upon the 
merits of Chriſt, leſſen our eſteem of perſonal good- 
neſs, or abate our Zeal for good works; this would 
be denying the Lord that bought us, and turning 
the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt into an occa- 


ſion of luſt and licentiouſneſs, For the righte- 


ouſneſs of faith which juſtifies, was by no means 


intended to take away the occafion and neceſſity for 


inherent virtue or our own righteouſneſs, nor has it, 
rightly underſtood and believed, any ſuch tendency, 


but right the reverſe ; for this forgiveneſs with 
God, thro' the righteouſneſs and propitiation of 
Chriſt, is calculated to beget in us the true fear 
of him, and that we might not, deſpairing of par- 
don, continue in impenitence; and therefore is 2 


doctrine according to godlineſs, and wiſely concert- 


ed to promote that virtue and holineſs without 


"which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. AND 
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the happy man: not the great and affluent, the pA. II. 
gay and proſperous ; not the man of power wealth 
ud grandeur ; the man df noble birth, of parts or 
fortune: But the man whoſe tranſgreſſions are 
forgiven, and whoſe ſins are covered: Even the 
once wretched ſelf-deſtroyed ſinner, to whom God 
mercifully imputes . righteouſneſs without works. 
For there are none happy among the apoſtate ſons 

of Adam in their native and guilty character: 
nothing but grace intervening by Jefus Chriſt raiſes 

a ſinful mortal to bleſſedneſs and immortality. Let 

us not therefore boaſt of. our righteouſneſs, or neg- 
lect the practice of virtue. For tho” it be of no 

avail in regard of our juſtification in the | ſight of 
God, yet a glorious reward awaits it in the day of 

. Chriſt's appeacing. Let the language of our hum- 

ble devotion be ſuch as this, Lord I have de- 


- ſtroy'd, but cannot ſave myſelf ! God be merciful 
to me a miſerable ſinner ! I can found no claim 


to life, at thy hands, in virtue of my own perfor- 
- mances, and therefore renounce all confidence in 
the fleſh ; yea I have merited thy ſevereſt diſplea- 


ſure, and deſerve ay everlaſting baniſhment from 
thy face and favor: But Oh! that I may be juſti- 
fied freely of thy grace, and have righteouſneſs 
* imputed without works. Deliver me from con- 
demuation, accept me. in thy dearly beloved Son, 
and let thy mercy triumph over my unworthineſs. 
Being juſtified by faith, may 1 have peace with 
-: thee thro? the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and according to 


thy loving kindneſs, according unto the multitude Pl 51. x. 


of thy tender mercies blot out my tranſgreſſions, 


and give me grace whereby to ſerve thee accepta- 
bly with reyzrence and god!y fear. 


* 
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co. v. 18, 19, 40, 20. 


hd all T binge are of God, who hath lebe 
ciled us to himſelf 'by Jeſus C 77 and 
hath given to us the Miniſtr NF 7 
tration : To wit, that 2 Was. 
Chriſt reconciling the World unto henklf, f 
not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the Ward of 
Neconciliatiun. Nou then we are Am- 
_ " FGaſſadors for Chrift, as tho God did be- 
fetch you by us : we pray you in Chriſt's 
Stead be ye reconciled to God. Fer he 
| bath made him to be Sin far us, who knew 
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no Sin, that we might be made the Krb. 
 teauſnefs of God in bim. 

Dif. VI. HE Doftrine of the holy and bleſſed 

PA. I. 1 Trinity is fundamental to chriſtianity. 

A The whole adorable - ſcheme of our re- 
| demption by Jeſus Chriſt, in every part 
| Theſacred ſuppoſes. it, and renders the belief of it neceſſtry 
Trinity. and 3 That glorious goſpel E if 

eſſe 
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perſons, fo their offices are not to be confounded. 
fohome of man's redemption, as delivering up his 


as receiving compenſation and honorary 
his law and juſtice, as: ...lmitting ſinners to a ſlate of 


conſidered as the great peace-maker, reconciling Ofices of 
heaven and carth, as atoning the fins of men, by the 
-faerifice' of himſelf, and bringing in everlaſting 


tlie Father, and as coming to do his will in the 
Son, is conſidered as the great ſanctiſier, comfor- 


ter, enlightener, making application of purchaſed 
redemption, ſupplying the per ſonal preſence of the 
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bleſſed God, of which the verſes now: read are a Di. VI. 
land of abſtract and epitome, it is well known, con- pA J. 
ſtantly repreſents che father of our Lord ſeſusChriſt, 

the father of heaven, who is offended at the fins 
of men, as reconciling the world unto himſelf by 

che mediation of his Sen, whom he hath ſet forth 

as a propitiation, and as effecting this happy recon- 
ciliation, thro' the influence and agency of the 

holy ſpirit, and other ſubordinate means and in- 
'Aruments ; which he has appointed and ordained 

under this myſterious diſpenſation of divine wiſdom 

and grace, The three divine perſons have each a 
ſpecial and peculiar, a diſtinft and ſeveral part, which 

they tranſact in the ſtupendous affair of man's 
redemption. For as the ſacred three are diſtinct 


The Fzther is conſidered as projecting the gracious 


only begotten and dearly beloved Son for us all, 
5 amends to 


peace and favor with himſelf, &c. The Sor is 


the diving 
perions. 


righreoufneſs, as being ſent and commiſſioned by 


high character of praphet, prieſt aud king. The 
holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the bo 


now enthron'd glorified Savior, as divinely appoint- 


ed, by his ſecret inviſible influence, to buiſd up 
the goſpel kingdom, by convincing ſinners, edify- 


ing 


172 The offended Deity reconciling 


Diſ. VI. ing ſaints, animating the miniſters of righteouſneſs, 
PA. I. and rendering the word and ſacraments and all 
external means and ordinances eſſectual to tbe 
great and valuable ends for which they are deſigned. 

pet. 1. 2, ACCORDINGLY the apoſtle St. Peter addreſſes 
| ebriſtians, as beipg choſen by God the Father, as 
being ſprinkled by the blood of Jeſus, and ſanftified 

by the ſpirit of holineſs. © Ele& according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, thro? PanRifi 

cation of the ſpirit, unto obedience and ſprinkling 

of the blood of Jefus Chriſt.” So in — 

the diſtin& and ſeveral offices and parts performed, 

by God the Father and the Son, in the aſtoniſhing 

work of man's redemption, are particularly men- 

tioned ; even that God the offended Father is re- 
conciling a guilty world unto himſelf, and that to 

this end the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has made an offering 

and ſacrifice of himſelf ro God the Father for us: 

. For that God who is reconciling the world unto 
himſelf, has made him, even Jeſus Chriſt to be fin 

for us, who knew no (in, that we might be made 

the righteouſneſs of God in him. The Father 
pardons or non- imputes ſin; and the Son makes 
atonement by his blood, as the ground of this re- 

miſſion and juſtification. And then fotasmuch as 

the compaſſionate Father has mercifully diſeovered, 

and gone into, this wonderful method of making 

ſinners righteous in his ſight, the text exhibits him 
as wooing and entreating them to be at peace with 
him, and that, not meerly by the direct miniſtry of 
© Jeſus Chriſt his only ſon, and the influence of his 


_ bleſſed ſpirit, but by his miniſters and ambaiſadors 


 Hkewiſe, to whom he has committed the word of 
_+ reconciliation, and by whom he ever continues to 
- beſeech poor ſinners, guilty rebels, to be reconciled 
pt 0 himſelf. | WEE Tue 
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Tun grear goſpel dodtine, and diſpedſation'of Pf VI. 
| grace in the redeemer, is this, which is expreſſed A. J. 
; in general terms in the rext, © That God was in WY 
Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, not im- 
puting their treſpaſſes unto them, in conſequence | 
of his being made ſin for us who knew no ſin.“ 
Here is obſervable, in theſe verſes, againſt the 
Socinians a double reconciliation, faith Dr. Whitby: 


1. A reconciliation of God to us; for God was | 


| in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, thro” | 
| him ; and that not by renewing our natures, but 
by not imputing our treſpaſſes to us. This recon- 4 
; ciliation was effected, faith the next verſe, by mak- | 
ing Chriſt a ſin-offering for us, that we might be [ 
> = made. the righteouſneſs of God in him, and this re- ; 
” conciliation is followed with an exhortation on our 
: EF parts-79 be reconciled to God.” if 
, 1 A consTITUTION this widely different from that | 
\ of nature and law, as entered into with the firſt | 
> man, in the day of his creation and innocence. 
t Tbat covenant and conſtitution was a plain ſimple iq 
8 thing, conſtructed between God and his perfect 11 
£ Creature, without occaſion for a mediator and ſacri- S 
8 | . fice—Life immortal the promiſe on the part of Original 
, | God—unerring righteouſneſs the practicable condi - coaſtituti- 
ion on the part of the ſinleſs holy creature. For GRP 11 
n nothing more or leſs than this could be required * A 1 
h of man, in the way of meer law and nature; nor 1 
f in this way could he reaſonably look for any thing 14 
iS hort of the everlaſting continuance of that 12 | 
8 and happineſs his bountiful creator had conferred : 
f and on the other hand might aſſuredly depend upon 
o it, that the conſequence of apoſtacy and diſobedi- 
d dence, would be the forfeiture of life and bleſſed- 


£ | + nels. And this in fact was the tenor of the ori- 
| ginal 


7, 


174 The offended Deity reconciling 
Dis VI. ginal YG and law. of nature. On- theſe 


PA. I. principles of reaſon was it eſtabliſhed. . Do and. 
WW live, tranſgreſs and die, were the equitable and 
legal terms, And man having tranſgreſſed, we find 
= the wages of (in is death: whereas on the con- 
rrary, it may be ſuppoſed the fruit and recompenſe 
of unerring righteouſneſs, - would have been life 
and immortality, * By one man ſin entered into 
the world, and death by ſin: and as ſin thus reigns 
unto death, ſo we may argue that the righteouſneſs 
of the firſt Adam would have reigned to immortal 
life, in regard of his poſterity, from his being #he 
Rom. 5. figure of him that was to come, even Jeius the 
14. ſecond Adam, by whom grace, - we ſee, does in 
fact, reign, thro? righteouſneſs, upto eternal life, in 
regard of all his people. "The. firſt man loſt and 
forfeited paradiſe by fin ; the ſecond bas purchaſed 
and regain'd it by, righteouſneſs... And not only fo, 
but hereby has alſo laid a feundation for the ſaints 
advancement tox heavenly inſtead of an; nb 
paradiſe, and for a glorious recompenſe in the king - 
-= of God, who will, - by. Jeſus, Chriſt, finally 
to every man according. as his work bas 
4 The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the new man, not 
only recovers bis people to righteouſneſs, to boli- 
— and the divine Ee but will recompenſe the 
ſarQtified and redeemed, with a crown life that 
fadeth not away 
The gu- T'HAT covenant and conſtitution of.« Sens in 


cious = . Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, the Lord from hea- 


ſtitution in ven, in the general conſideration of it, as it ig ſtands 


general, & diſtinguiſhed, from the primitive cpwenant of las, 


plicated an works, and takes place in conſegvence of the 
nature of VI . Violation of- i, muſt neceſſarily, according to the 


n. doture and condition af Hing, be a woch more 
L comp licated 


thir guiliy World m himſclſ. ä 175 


complicated and various thing, than the original Diſ. VI. 
conſtiturion with Adam. ' This is evident, becauſe pa I. 
mankind ate nan cohfidered as ſunk” into a ſme NN 
of vice and moral impotence, a ſtate of condem- 
nation and eſtrangement from God: Becauſe the 
inter poſſtion of à mediator is now. required, thro? 
whom the offended mifelty of Heaven may treat 
with polluted ſinners, the rebels of his crown, and 
'Ehter into covenant with His people: Becauſe 
this general diſpenſation of grace, involves in the 
idea of it thar eternal compact and agreement be- 
tween the divine perſons, in reference to man's 
redemption, which is the foundation of it, and 
renders it praQicable and conſiſtent: and becauſe 
this conſtitution and grand economy of grace ad- 
mits of various, particular diſpenſations and gradual 
openings, and muſt be conſidered in feveral lights 
and views, as it refers to God the Father, to the 
tedeemec, to his redeemed people, to Jews and to 
chriſtians. In ſhort the diſpenſation and general 
&conomy of grace and ſal vation, thro* Feſus Chriſt, 
the ſecond Adam, concerted for the recovery of 
Joſt unhappy finners of mankind, is fomething ſo 
various and multifotm in it's nature, that I propoſe 
this diſcourſe only as an imtroduJion to it, exhi- 
biting fome diſtant general view of it, in its ſeve- 
ral „e appendages. e ; 
E now proceed to a more direct conſideration 
of the text, in ſome of the important branches of 
it: and ſhall take notice of ſome things relative to 
God's reconciling the world unto himſelf, and 
Himſelf ' unto the world. Relative to the nom- 
imputation of treſpaſſes. To the ground of 
this non · imputation and juſtification of ſinners.— 
And laſtly ſome things relative to the gofpel oy, 
of niſtry, 
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niſtry, and other means whereby the gracious and 
eternal plan of man's redemption is carried into 


execution, and. periſhing ſinners are brought back 
to God and happineſs. The conſideration of theſe 
ſeveral things are plainly warranted by the text. 
I. Tnar great article, the reconciliation of a 
ſinful world to God, and God to them, is ſignified 
in theſe words, God was in Chriſt reconciling the 
world to himſelf. And again, Who hath recon- 
ciled us to himfelf” by Jeſus Chriſt.” Concerning 
which, 1, We may obſerve, that there is a plain 
implication in theſe words, that prior to this recon- 
ciliation there is a rupture and breach of friendſhip, 
between God and man, between heaven and earth. 
Peace and reconciliation alway ſuppoſe a foregoing 
enmity and difagreement between the parties ſaid 
to become united and reconciled. And thus the 
holy ſcriptures repreſent all fleſh as having per- 
verted its way, and this apoſtate world as up in 
arms agaipſt God its maker and benefaQor, as in 
a ſtate of rebellion and war with heaven, having 
made that God its enemy by wicked works, wha, 
has all along openly manifeſted his diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt it, by thoſe dreadful things in righteouſneſs, 


which he has done and is ſtill doing for the puniſh- 


ment and reformation of the ungodly. The firſt 
man, the head and common parent of the whole 
human race, ſinned and broke with God, and all 
the ſinful generations of men that have deſcended 
from him partake of the character and misfortunes 
of their great progenitor, and of that nature he 
corrupted and debaſed. There are none righte- 
ous, as the law requires, no not one; all have ſin- 
ned and come ſhort of the glory of God, and i 
many things we all offend :—— The whole world 
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ibis guilly World to himſelf. 


vation for wretched ſinners, but upon the foot 
of anew and gracious diſpenſation. And more- 
aver, the language of the goſpel in reference ta 
the ſinner's reſtoration and ſalvation implies this 
former ſtate of enmity ; for being juſtified by 
faith, the ſinner is ſaid to have peace with God; 
the goſpel itſelf is the goſpel of peace, and they 
that preach it are to preach peace by Jeſus 
Chriſt. The holy angels, who admire and curi- 
ouſly ſearch into the myſtery of redemption, pro- 
claim peace on earth at the nativity of theSavior. 


All which and every thing elſe in the whole 


economy. of grace and redemption indicate a 
ſtate of enmity between God and man, and the 
guilt and wretchedneſs of the latter. The a- 


poſtacy has made way for the redemption, and 
the miſery of ſinful mortals for the exerciſe of 
the divine compaſſion, and the rich diſplays of 


mercy in the mediator. Nature gives place to 
grace, and the anger of the deity to the views 
of reconciliation in a redeemer: Which brings 


us to obſerve, 


-* 28ly. THAT according to the text, it is God 
the father eſpecially, concerning whom it is 
affirmed that he is reconciling the world unto 
himſelf. The father is conſidered, in the cecon- 
omy of redemption, as ſtanding for the rights 


of law and government, and ſupporting the ho- 
nor of godhead : Jeſus the divine redeemer is 


the great medium of this reconciliation, and 


H 


e that makes | 
1 ths that honorary amends to the go- 
Y verning 


— 
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is become guilty before God ; the curſe has ſuc- Dif. VI. 
cgeded to the bleſſing, and univerſal condemna- PA, I. 
tion takes place; nor is there any hope of ſal Ex 


The ma- 


jeſty of 


the father 
propiĩtia- 


ted. 


wakes peace for us by the blood of his croſs. 
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Eph. 1.3. 


The offended Deity reconciling 


verning juſtice and violated of God, is not viewed 
under that character, as receiving alſo the ſatis- 
faction that is thus made. The party mediating, 
reconciling, and effecting peace between two 
parties offended and at variance, cannot be ſup- 
poſed to be himſelf one of thoſe offended par- 
ties; for if ſo, how could he be a mediator in 
the caſe ? Indeed the text informs us that God, 
meaning the father, and fountain of deity, re- 
conciles the world unto h1mſe/f,and fo himſelf un- 
to the world; but then it further inſtructs us 
how, and in what manner God effects this re- 
conciliation, even by ſparing out of his boſom, 
and ſetting forth as a ſin offering and propitiati- 
on, his own ſon, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was 
equal to this arduous undertaking, and volun- 
rarily ſubmitted himſelf to the painful office. 
Jeſus is the great ſacrifice for the ſins of the 
world, by whom the atonemeat is made: But it 
is of God the father he is made unto us redemp- 
tion and righteouſneſs, and who therefore is ſaid 
to reconcile the world unto himſelf. 

Tunis diſtinction of perſonality and character 
between the eternal father and ſon, the holy 
ſcriptures every where make, and of abſolute 
neceſſity it is to prevent confuſion in our con- 
ceptions of the ceconomy of grace and 1edemp- 
tion. The foundation of thoſe ſcperate doxoh- 
gies, that are ſo frequent in the goſpel, to the 

ather & the ſon, is laid in this important diſtincti- 
on. Saint Paul not only conſtantly wiſhes grace 
and peace to the chriſtians to whom he wrote, 
from the father and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; but 
olten bleſſes the God and father of our Fele 
| | AJELUS 
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ONO in diſtinction from the ſon. © Bleſſed Piſ. VI. 
e the God and father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, pA. L 
who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings, vere 
in heavenly places in Chriſt”. And our Lord 
JeſusChriſt is ſaid to give himſelf for us an offer- 
ing and ſacrifice to God, 1. e. the father, for us. 
He came to do the will of the father which ſent 
him. And our Lord, the brightneſs of the fa- 
ther's glory and the expreſs image of hisPerſon 
is always conſidered in a way of perſonal diſtincti- 
on from the father, when acting in charafter of 
mediator, judge, peace-maker, propitiation, &c. 

AnD if any weakly imagine that this is dero- 
gatory to the honor and divinity of the ſon of 
God, as I know ſome have done, they err, not 
knowing the ſcriptures and the general ſenſe of 
chriſtians in this matter. The father is not the 
ſon, nor the fon the father, tho' cur Lord 
ſays, I and my father are one ;” and the holy 
ſcriptures aſcribe godlike perfections to them in John 33. 


Eph. 5. #4 


common. The father is not ſent by the ſon, 30. 


but the ſon by the father: Neither does the 
father proceed from the ſon, but the ſon from 
the father. It is to God, even the father, that 
the guilty, inimical ſinner becomes reconciled, 
and as ſtanding at his bar, he is juſtified thro* 
the mediation and blood of his ſon, and by faith 
that is in him. The ſon makes reconciliation 
for iniquity z and the father reccives and agcepts 
it. The father delivers up his only begotten 
fon, and ſends him into the world: He gives 
ordains—leals—impowers : The fon comes 
obeys—dies—fulfils all righteouſneſs, and then 
receives exaltation and glorious advancement 
from the father :——He acts in the father's 
h N 2 Pame: 
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Diſ. VI. name and authority, is faithful to his truſt, is 


PA. I. 


accepted, rewarded &c. Thus our Lord Jeſus, 


che God. man mediator, derives of the father, and 


God him- 


ſelf the 


comes forth from God; and yet, to me it is 
beyond all queſtion, that the holy ſcriptures 
aſcribe aco- equality of power and other perfecti- 
ons to the ſon that they do to the father, and that 
he is truly God, and as ſuch the proper object 
of our religious worſhip and adoration. 

3dly. As it is the majeſty of the father eſpe- 
cially, to whom the reconciliation in the text has 
reſpect, as diſtinguiſhed from the ſon of God, 
the great reconciler; fo it is obſervable further, 


author of how that it is God reconciles the world to him- 


reconcili- 
Atlon. 


ſelf, not the world that reconciles itſelf to God. 
Man is the aggreſſor in point of enmity and 


breach of friendſhip, but the offended deity 


makes the firſt advances towards a reconcilia- 
tion. An apoſtate world, left to themſelves, 
would never have returned back to God, and 
their duty and allegiance to him :—Like the 
firſt tranſgreſſors, they would have retired far- 
ther and farther from him, and wandered in end- 
leſs vice and error. Only ſupernal grace and 
the overtures of mercy captivate and reclaim 
ſinners, when they are once become alienated 
from God and goodneſs. Offended heaven had 
more compaſſion on guilty rebels, than they had 
or ever would have had on themſelves, or a re- 
conciliation would never have been effected. 
TheGod and father of ourLord JeſusChriſt, the 
father of mercies, himſelf, of his own meer mo- 
tion and commiſeration projected and deſigned 
the recovery of miſerable finners, or they mult 
have periſhed everlaſtingly, The ſcheme and 

7 FEY 8 
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method of their reſtoration, was planed in hea- 
ven, and laid in the council of the divine will, 
even from the foundations of the earth, and be- 
fore, the world was: It was God's eternal pur- 
pole, and not the projection of time. * God was 
in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf.“ 
Which introduces another obſervation. 


181 
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4 thly. As the offended majeſty of heaven was 


reconciling the world unto himſelf, ſo it was iz 
Chriſt,and byJeſus Chriſt. The wondrous ſcheme 
of grace and redemption unfolded in the goſpel, 
was not only the work of eternity,and concerted 
in the council of heaven, but was conſtructed in 
Jeſus Chriſt our redeemer, and ſeems evidently 
built and grounded upon a certain agreement 
entered into by the father and the ſon relative 
to this grand tranſaction. The whole founda- 
tion is laid in ſomething which the ſon conſents 
to undertake and finiſh, as neceſſary to the ho- 
norary diſplay of grace and mercy to finners ; 
and in the father's acceptance of the ſame, to- 
gether with his gracious concurrence, by his 
ſpirit and divine influence in the arduous under- 
taking. And it is by the reciprocal performance 
of the conditions reſtipulated in this eternal co- 
venant, by the high contracting parties, that the 
ſalvation of ſinners is ſecured, and heaven and earth 
united and reconciled. This cœleſtial compact, 
according to what the holy ſcriptures have re- 
vealed concerning it, and what appears from 
fats, and the partial execution of it already, to 
ipeak of it with reverence | ſeems, in general, 
to be as follows. 

Tu ar God infinitely munificent and gracious, 


Reconci- 
liation ef- 
fected in& 
by Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


taking no pleaſure in the ſinner's death, nor 


N 3 | willing 
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Dic.v1. willing that any ſhould periſh, is ready, notwith- 
PA. I. ſtanding the defection and offences of men, to 
k——— reconcile them to himſelt, and reinſtate them in 


life and happineſs, if it may be brought about 
in a way conſiſtent with his holineſs and juſtice, 
with the ends of moral government, and the 
rectoral character of the moſt high: And as an 
honorary and effectual mean tor conciliating 


peace, and ſaving a ſinking world, propoſes to 


his own eternal well beloved ſon to become theit 
ranſom and redeemer, and be ſet forth as a pro- 
pitiation for their ſins ; and, as he has in fact 
already done, ſuffer the juſt for the unjuſt to 


bring us to God, and in a word perform all thoſe 


ſervices that ſhould be neceſſary in order to the 
recovery and redemption of this guilty, apoſtate 
world. The moſt benevolent ſon of God 
chearfully conſents to his father's motion, and 
is willing in this way to become God's ſalvation 
to the ends of the earth, even a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the Savior of his people 11- 
rael : For which ſtipulated ſervice he re- 
ceives on the part of the father, the promiſe of 
acceptance, ſucceſs and glory ; even that for his 
humiliation he ſhould be highly exalted, and 
have a name above every name, that he ſhould 
ſee his ſeed, prolong his days, redeem thoſe ſons 


of men, in whom was his delight, that he ſhould 


cruſh and demoliſh the kingdom, and counteract 
the devices of ſatan, and advance to glory with 
himſelf, all thoſe ſons and daughters, whom the 
father gave him, and raiſe them to a higher ſtate 
of excellence and perfection, than that from 
whence they were fallen.—In conſequence of 
this divine and adorable tranſaction, the recon- 

ciliation 
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ciliation and ſalvation of an apoſtate, ſinful world Diſ. VI. 
is ſet on foot, and the diſpenſation of grace takes pa I. 
place, in all the parts and branches of it? Thus 
God was reconciling the world unto himſelf by 
Jeſus Chrilt, | 
THrzREFORE laſtly, under this head, it may 
be aſked, how is the werld reconciled to God, or 
God to that, in Jeſus Chriſt, ſeeing ſo many How the 
periſh, and ſo few are ſaved ? Anſwer, what a world is 
proportion of mankind ſhall finally and upon the {-1d to be 
whole be ſaved or loſt, under the preſent con- |,5 
ſtitution of grace, we cannot as yet determine. 
The text ſays not that God aul y has, in every 
view, reconciled the world unto himſelf, not 
imputing their treſpaſſes : But yet if he has in- 
deed ſet forth his fon as a propitiation for the 
ſins of the whole world, and is become ſo propi- 
tious, in him, as to make the offers and overtures 
of mercy to all, and the world in general do in- 
deed partake, in ſome inſtances, of the fruits of 
divine grace in the redeemer, then ſurely it may 
be affirmed as in the text, that God was, and 
is, reconciling the world unto himſelf in Jeſus 
Chriſt. The merit and virtue of Chriſt's blood 
is confeſſedly ſufficient for the cleanſing and ſal- 
vation of the whole world ; but without the 
perſonal qualifications of repentance, faith, for- 
giving our brother his treſpaſſes and the like, 
we have no pardon or intereſt in that atonement. 
It is by no means intended that God does not 
impute treſpaſſes to ſuch as do not repent, re- 
form and become perſonally holy and obedient ; 
for in this way only it is, God is reconciling and 
laving a ſinful, guilty world, by Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom he has ſent to bleſs us, in turning every 
| 1 ; one 
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rs We offended Deity reconciling 


Dit vl. one of us from our iniquities, and by whom he 
PA. I. now commands all men every where to repent. 
Lax Nor is it to be ſuppoſed that the ſerious endea- 


vors of the unreconciled and unregenerate are al- 
together unconnected with that which is the 
great end of all means, I mean a recovery to the 
divine image and favor, and the final ſalvation 
of the ſoul ; and that, notwithſtanding faith and 
repentance are the gift of God, and moral reno- 
vation a ſupernatural operation, For God is not 
wanting to them, that are not wanting to them- 
ſelves ; ſo wanting, that their deſtruction will be 
righteouſly imputable to their ownneligence and 
miſconduct. And to this it is very certain they 
will impute it, and ſeverely condemn their own 
folly and madneſs. They may curſe their fate 
and blaſpheme God, and yet be conſcious not 
only of the righteouſneſs, but great mercifulneſs 
and lenity of the divine adminiſtration, It ſuch 
as-periſh in a ſtate of enmity with God, will 
molt vehemently wiſh for a further opportunity 
to repent and make their peace with him, as is 
commonly ſuppoſed, does it not imply that they 
tacitly aſcribe their perdition to themſelves, and 
that they ſuppoſe ſuch hearty, unwearied and im- 

zortunate ſeeking, as they were heretofore ca- 
pable of, and in caſe of ſuch new trial, ſhould 
now reſolve upon, would prove effectual to their 
thorough converſion and eternal falvation ? And 
therefore we conclude it is not in vain for any 
man to ſeck God; and that means and encea- 
vers are never uſeleſs and inſignificant things; 
as ſome would repreſent : But this is doubtleſs 
a device of ſatan, a doctrine of devils, however 


f ſpecious, 


— 
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ſpecious, and however ſome may compaſs ſea 
and land to make one proſelite to it.“ 


II. 6 1105 non-imputation of treſpaſſes was Diſ. VI. 
the next thing to be conſidered. God PA, II. 
is reconciling the world unto himſelt, not im 
puting their treſpaſſes unto them.” And ſince 
the whole great affair of reconciling the worid, is 
in the text, reſolved into this ſingle article of 

'  non-imputation of treſpaſſes, ic may well be ſup- 
poſed that the apoſtle underſtands this latter fa- 
4 vor in a general and comprehenſive ſenſe. 

ConctRNwinG this therefore, it may be ob- Not to 
ſerved, that the not imputing treſpaſſes is the 20 Hog 3 

ſame as pardoning and forgiving fins. Not to don treſ- 
impute iniquity, where iniqui:y has been com- paſſes. 
mitted, is no other than to remit or blot it out: 
Cancelling a crime is the ſame, as ceaſing to im- 
pute ic. All ſin, is by the law and great law- 
giver charged to the account of the tranſgreſſor, 
and from the inſtant that the ſinner offends a- 
gainſt God, and his law, he is guilty and con- 
demned, and the taking away and forgiving his 
iniquity is the withdrawing that charge, the diſ- 


continuing that im putation. 


Mog EOVER 


To prayer. repentance, and obedience due, 
(Tho' but endeavor'd with ſincere intent) 
Mine ear ſhall not be ſlow, mine eye not ſhut. 
And I will place within them as a guide, 
My umpire coxsClENnCE ; whom if they will hear, 
Light after lignt well us'd, they ſhall attain, 
And to the end perſiſting, fate arrive. 
This my long ſufferapce, and my day of grace, 
They who neglect and ſcorn, ſhall never taſte ; 
But hard be hardned, blind be blindes more ; 
That they may ſtumble on a deeper fall : 
And none but” ſuch from mercy I exclude. 

F Pardiſe loſt, B. 3. J. 191» 
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MoxxoveR, this non-imputation of treſpaſſes 
or pardoning of iniquity, is much the {ame thing 


3s the imputation of righteouſneſs : For he that 


The ſame 
a to im- 
pute righ- 
teouſneſs. 


Or in 9+ 


is charged with no fins, is confidered, in the 
view of law, as innocent, and whom the law 
does not condemn it juſtifies. And tho' the 
law requires a poſitive obedience as well as a 
negative righteouſneſs, and charges omiſſions as 
ſins, as well as commiſſions, yet he that is com- 
pleatly pardoned, and has no fin, of any kind, im- 
puted, is henceforth no longer chargeable with 
the want of righteouſneſs, any more than with 
pofit ive iniquity, but is righteous in the ſight of 
God and his law, even tho' he has been the chief 
of ſinners, and has no works or perſonal righte- 
ouſneſs to be reckoned, in order to ſuch his juſti- 
fication. This to be ſure, ſeems to be very ex- 
actly the doctrine and reaſoning of St. Paul, 
Rom. 5. and on, where he is treating of juſti6- 
cation by faith, without works, in the ſight of 
that God, whom, in our text, he conſiders as re- 
conciling the world unto himſelf : In the atfore- 
mentioned place he informs us that God juſtifies 
the zrgodly, and that with regard to the true be- 
hever, his faith, not his works, are counted for 
righteoufneſs; and aſſures us that when David 
fays, © Bleſſed are they whoſe iniquities are for- 
given, whoſe ſins are covered, and to whom the 
Lord will not impute ſin, he is deſcribing the 
bleſſedneſs of the man unto whom God imputeth 
righteouſneſs without works.“ 

And therefore further, this non-imputation of 
treſpaſſes, this pardoning fin, and imputation of 


ther«o:ds righteouſneſs, muſt involve the idea of juſtifica- 


do jollilie. tion, in that view of it which reſpects the finner's 


preſent 
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preſent reception to divine favor. A righteous 
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perſon may be juſtified in the eye of the law, a- pA. II. 


gainſt any falſe charges bro't againſt him, with- 
out an intereſt in the atonement of Chriſt, or any 
righteouſneſs but his own: Whereas the 
ſinner and tranſgreſſor, who is already condemn- 
ed in the ſight of God, cannot be juſtified upon 
this foot ; for with regard to him, the charges 
bro't are true, and he ſtands in need of pardon 
and non-imputation, and this is conſidered in 
oppoſition to his condemnation, and therefore 
is his juſtification in the ſight of God. Remiſſi- 
on or non imputation of treſpaſſes, thro? the ap- 
plication of his blood, who has loved us and given 
himſelf for us an offering and ſacrifice of God; 
is the ſinner's juſtification ; and being thus juſti- 
fed by faith he has peace with God, is recon- 
filed to him, and henceforth there is no con- 
demnation belongs unto him, but he 1s become 
an heir of God, a joint heir with Chriſt, the only 
begotten ſon of God, to an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 

FURTHERMORE it is obſervable that this non- 
imputation and juſtification is the priviledge on- 
ly of believers, altho' it be not particularly taken 
notice of in the text. And the true believer is 
renewed by his faith. Only that faith which 
implies in it regeneration, and ſuppoſes the ſub- 
ject of it to be born of God, and ſanctified in 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſecures pardon and peace with 
God. This is the conſtant doctrine of the goſ- 
pel. And indeed reaſon ſhews that no ſinner can 
be juſtified and reconciled to a holy ſin-hating 
God, while in his ſins, and that he cannot be par- 
doned in impenitence. 

| Ap 
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Faith eſ- 
ſential to 
pardon, 
peace and 
holineſs. 
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The offended Deity reconciling 
AnD as all things are of God, according to 


the apoſtle in our text, relative to the new-crea- 


tion in Chriſt Jeſus, as well as to that change of 


vwoncChtiſt be made the righteouſneſs of God in him”. 


made fn 
N ws. 


ſtate, which is made by pardon and juſtification ; 
ſo God the father having mercifully projected the 
ſcheme of man's redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, in con- 
ſequence of this defign, and agreable to this eter- 


nal gracious plan, does in time cancel the debts 


and treſpaſſes, charged to the account of the pe- 
nitent and believing, and accepts them as righ- 
teous in his fight, thro! Chriſt's obedience to 
the death in their ſtead, upon which follows 
reconciliation, peace and the favor of heaven. 
III. WI are to confider the ground of this non- 
imputation and juſtification in the ſigbe of God; 


expreſſed in theſe words ** for he hath made him 


to be fin for us who knew no fin, that we might 


Chriſt's being made fin for us, muſt be underſtood 
his being made an offering for ſin on our account. 
So it is generally underſtood-by expoſtors. The 
learned and critical Dr. YYhithy ſays here, that 
The words being facrifical muſt be explain'd 
by their ule in the old law, when applied to legal 
ſacrifices. Now the word amartia which we ren- 


der fin, is uſed there cuſtomarily for a ſin-offering”. 


And of this he produces a great number of inſtan- 


ces. And the word, both in the Septuagint and 


the Hebrew, which is uſed in relation to the /aw 
of the ſin· offering. and the /acrifice for the ſin- oſſer- 
ing, is only /n. And according to the idiom of 
thoſe antient languages, to make a beaſt a ſin- offer- 
ing for the people, was to make it /i: And there- 
fore when we read that our Lord was made fin 


tor us, it mult in all reaſon be underſtood to ſig- 


nify, 
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nify, chat he was made a ſin offering, or a facri- Diſ. VI. 


fice for fin, for us, or on our account. | PA. II. 
AnD agreable to this is the general ſtrain and CA 

doctrine of the goſpel and antient prophets, The 

prophet Iſaiah ſpeaks of the matter in ſuch lan- k 

guage as this, The Lord hath laid on him the Chap $3+ 

iniquity of us all,“ or as it is in the margin, hath 

made the iniquity of us all to meet upon him”. 

He hath born our griefs, carried our ſorrows, been 

wounded for our tranſgreſſions, &c. And by 

his knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify Jet, 36% 

many; for he ſhall bear their iniquities“ . Ano- 

ther prophet calls him THz LoRDU OUR RIGH- 

TEOUSNE5SS. And a third gives us to under- Vicarious 

ſtand he has made reconciliation for iniquity, and 8 

bro't in everlaſting righteouſneſs, anſwerable 151g le. 

to our te t. Our Lord ſays himſelf, that the ſusChriſt. 

cup in the ſacred cuchariſt is his blood of the new- 

teſtament, ſhed fer the remiſſion of fins. That 

he has laid down his life for the ſheep, as a ran- 

ſom or price of their redemption. And the Math. 20. 

apoſti-s t-ach us that he gave himſelf a ranſom * 

For all. That God the father has ſet him forth | 

as the propitiat un for our fins. --— That by him 1 Tim. 2. 

we have receive the reconciliation or atonement, 6. 

That we are juſtified by his blood. —That he 

gave himſelf fo: us.— That he redeems us from 

iniquity.— That e bore our fins in his own R 

body on the tree, &c. Glory and dominion for - 

evec and cver are alcribed to him chat loved us 

and waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood. 

And John che baptiſt teſtiſies of him, that he is Ib. 32. 


the lamb of God that taketh away the fin of the 


world. 
TakESE 
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Diſ. VI. Tarsx and the like texts, to me abundantly 
PA, II. prove the vicarious character of our Lord and 
[ redeemer, that he ſuffered on our account and in 
our ſtead, ayd was a proper ſacrifice of expiation, 
being in the moral view and nobleſt ſenſe, anſwe- 
rable to his true character, the great antitype of 
all the legal ſacrifices, purging the conscience, 
in like manner, as they purified the fleſh, 
M AnD not only ſo, but the foregoing paſſiges 
oor ſeem plain! hat is dircAl 
character ſeem plainly to intimate what is directly aſſerted 
of our in our text, viz. That he who has thus been 
great ſa- made fin and an offering to God for us, himſelf 4 
crifce. Knew no fin, but as the (criptures teſtify was holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled, ſeperate from ſinners, that he 
did no ſin, neither was there guile found in his 
mouth : But that he was a perfectly righteous and 
holy perſon (though treated as a maletactor) be- 
ing without ſpot and blemiſh, anſwerable to the 
character of the facrifical lamb, and other holy 
off-rings under the law, Thoſe leyetical ſacrifices 
ated out the perfection and moral excellence 
and righteouſneſs of the redeemer, which were 
neceſſary to render his ſacrifice cfficacious and 
| acceptable, and which indeed enter eſſentially in- 
| to the idea of that propitiation and offcring for 
| | ſin, which Chriſt was, of God the father, made for 
; us. His blood juſtifies only as it is the blood of 
| a righteous perſon, Nor would his ſufferings and 
death, as unconneRed with his moral and divine 
character, be any available atonement at all, Our 
bleſſed Lord was thus made ſin for us, that we 
might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him“, 
3 25 we might be made righteous with the righe 
teouſneſs of God, divinely righteous in his "fight ; 
And throvg” faith in bim as our all- atoning axis 
| dne 


. — = —— 
— — — —— 
* 


rhis guilty World to bimfelf- 


our innocence untainted, and in every reſpe& con- 
formed ourſelves to the righteouſneſs which the 
law of God required and demanded”. Sin and 
righteouſneſs are placed in a ſtriking oppoſition to 
each other, in the laſt verſe of the text. And fo 
ſure as Chriſt has been made fi Nanda curſe for 
us, in bearing our iniquity, taking our ſtripes and 
atoneing our guilt; ſo certain it is, that by an in- 
tereſt in him we become compleatly juſtified, par- 
doned, cleanſed, and partake of the bleſſedneſs of 
that man who has righteouſneſs imputed without 
works. If our fan is taken away, through the ſa- 
crifice of the ſon of God, by the appointment of 
the father, we are then juſtified by the righteouſ- 
neſs of Gop, not of MAN: As the ſactifice is di- 
vine and perfect, ſo is the righteouſneſs that re- 
ſults from it. And all things, are of God, the 
father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the fountain of 
wildom and goodneſs, of whom, Jeſus Chriſt is 
made unto believers, wiſdom and righteouſneſs, 
ſanctification and redemption : Through whom we 
have acceſs to God, have peace with heaven, and 
become the heirs of glory, Jeſus Chriſt our di- 
vine propitiation, not only di-d for us, but was 
obedient unto dea h for us, as the ground and rea- 
ſon of our juſtification, or our being accounted 
righteous beſore God. 


IV. We are to conſider the miniſtration of the 


goſpel, or word of reconciliation and peace, and 
thole various means of man's recovery, whereby 
The diſpen/ation of diyine grace, and God's everlaſt- 


1 ang 


the Lord our righteouſneſs, be farniſhed with Dif. VI. 
a plea as prevalent for our juſtification, and ad- PA. II. 
miſſion into the divine favor, as if we had retained Comygmnc 
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de my tion 
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deemer 
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and ſent 
Into the 
world. 


The offended Deity reconciling 


ing purpoſe of mercy to ſinners, in Jeſus Chriſt, 
is carried into execution in all the parts of it. 


Founded upon theſe words © Hath given to us 


the miniſtry of reconciliation”. Hath com- 
mitted unto us the word of reconciliation. Now 
then we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God 
did b-:ſe-ch you by us; we pray you in Chriſt's 


ſtead, * be ye reconciled to God.” 


To be a little particular, though brief, 
I. Taz aſtoniſhing and moſt gracious method 
of man's redemption, having been concerted in 
the divine council; even that myſterious ſcheme, 
whereby the offended deity reconciles a guilty 
world to himſelf and juſtifies thoſe ungodly ſinners 
who were alienated and enemies 1n their minds by 
wicked works, having deſtroyed themſelves, lying 
under condemnation, and laſt in fin and death :— 
This glorious deſign having been projected, I ſay, 
in the council of hea en: We obſerve how that 
in purſuance hereof, God the father, upon the 
apoltacy of man, early enters upon the new, gra- 
cious diſpenſation, ſuſpends the penalty of death 
threatne to di ſobedience, promiſes a Savior, a 
ſeed; of the woman to bruiſe the ſerpent's head, 
and after frequent intimations of his appearance, 
at the time before appointed, ſends his firſt begot- 


ten into the world, as the great manager of the 


affairs of the kingdom of grace and providence, 
the angel of the covenant, the glorious revealer of 
divine truths, and by whom the father has all alon 

given laws, enacted covenants, and erected diſpen- 
ſations in the world: And in a word, who is con- 
n | ſtituted 
The original word eager uſed here for ted, is the ſame 


+ that is uſed in 1 Tim. 2 6. Who gave himſelf 3 
ranſom for all.“ or - of all, 


e ß . 
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ſtituted judge of all, by whom God made, as well Di. vl. 
as redeem3 the world, and in former ages and diſ- PA. II. 
penſations, apprared in the form of God, and 3 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God. | 
This divine perſon, this emanuel and one media- 
tor, whom the father ſanQified, ſealed and ſent 
into the world, has fer up in it his kingdom of grace 
and truth, of righteouſneſs and peace, in oppoſition 
to the powers of ſin and death, and the kingdom of 
Satan and god of this world. The laws and regu- 
lations of his heavenly polity are the holieſt, wiſeſt, 
beſt, enforced by the moſt weighty and awful ſanc- 
tions—His amiable example is the perfect rule and 
pattern of virtue and a good life—His ignominious 
and painful death, the expiatory ſacrifice for our 
ſins—His goſpel the charter of our ſalvation, and 
miniſtry of reconciliation with the offended majeſty 
of heaven. While he tabernacled in fleſh, and 


lived in our world, he went about doing good, 


giving atteſtation to his miſſion from God by mira- 
cles of mercy as well as power, thereby laying the 
foundation of his future empire in the hearts of men, 
at the ſame time ſhewing us God's covenant, and 
beſeeching ſinners to be reconciled to him. And, 

z3dly. Commissonep apoſtles and miniſters to go Miniſters 
forth and preach in his name, teaching and diſci- commilh- 
pling all nations: this he did in his life, but more 45a 4 
eſpecially after his death and reſurrection, his aſ- preach 


cenſion into heaven and ſeſſion at the right hand of peace, and 


power. Theſe his ambaſſadors, veſted in authority ſhew men 


from him, either ordinary or extraordinary, os way of 
were deſigned in a meaſure to ſupply his n. 
perſonal preſence, praying, perſwading and ear- 
neſtly beſeeching ſinners, ungrateful ſinners, to be 
reconciled to God in him, and to embrace the goſſ by | 

O an 
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CV]. and accept the overtures of mercy in the mediator. 
F: 5 "4 bing Of thefe ambaſſadors rhere 4 been a ſueceſſion 
irn all ages, whoſe buſineſs it is to preach the good 
: 1 ' tidings of falvation by Jeſus Chriſt, to open the 
' gracious diſpenſation, unfold the myſteries of the 
1 8 heaven, ſtate the terms of the new 
covenant, invite ſinners to Chriſt Jeſus, and ſhew 
them their tranſgreſſions, to govern in his church, 
take the overſight of his flock, to break the bread 
of life to them, diſpenſe the ſacred ordinances he 
has appointed, and in a word, to miniſter unto his 
people in all holy things. . Therefore, 

© 4thly. Ix purſuance of the ſame moſt benevo- 
lent defign of reconciling the world unto himſelf, 
* God has by Jeſus Chriſt appointed and eſtabliſhed 
Means of à variety of gracious means for reclaiming the vi- 
ſalvation cious and erroneous, enlightning the ignorant, awak- 
loſtitored; ening the ſecure, ſanctifying the unholy, ſtrength- 
ening the weak, and edifying the body ot Chriſt. 
4 The word, read and preached; ſabbaths, ſa- 
craments, prayer, reproofs, exhortations, &c. are 
appointed, ſtanding means: and affliftions, mercies, 
and alt providential diſpenſations, tend and various 

ways conduce, to the ſame happy ends. But, 
'  Fthly and laſtly. Tut divine and bleſſed ſpirit 
proceeding from theFathcr and the Son, is ever in- 
viſibly preſent to operate upon the minds of men, 
to ſtrive with ſinners by his gracious influences, to 
The hoty cohvince, reprove, enlighten, quicken ; to comfort, 
guide and further ſanctify the ſaints, and perfect 
that which concerns them, making application of 
the redemption purchaſed, by the once crucified, 
but now glorified and enthroned Jeſus. By his 
ſecret and powerſul motions and kindly breathing, 
the means of prac? and falyation are rendered 
"1 eſfectual.— 
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this guilty World to himſelf. 


eſlectual.— By him the temper of prayer and de- Diſ.V J. 

votion is inſpired, the negligent and vicious are PA. II. 

quickened to duty, the word ſet home upon the 8 
1 


heart, divine ordinances and ꝓrovidences rendere 
impreſſive, uſeful and comfortable, and the ſaints 
aſſiſted and ſtrengthened to a perfevering courſe of 
righteouſneſs and piety.  _ 

In fine, the infloitely benevolent ſon of God, 
having conſented to undertake the arduous, impor- 
tant work of man's redemption, agreable to the 
will and pleaſure of the father, is thereupon op- 
portunely manifeſted, to our firſt parents, upon 
their apoſtacy in paradiſe, and afterwards to Abra- 
ham, as the ſeed in whom the whole earth ſhould 
be bleſſed. This divine ſeed, in view of his in- 
carnation and the great work that Jay before him, 
takes the government upon his ſhoulders, as com- 
miſſioned thereunto, conducts the ſcheme of divine 
providence, and manages the affairs of the church, 
in a way relative and introductory to his perſonal 
appearance and kingdom: And when the fulneſs 
of the time was come, God ſent forth his ſon made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive 


the adoption of ſons.” —— And after having acted 


the part aſſign'd him, in character of prieſt as well 


as prophet, and offered up the one all-atoning facri- 


fice of himſelf, and broke the power of death, and 
burſt the bands of the grave, and ſhewn himſelf 


ſtrong in behalf of his people, triumphing over 
principalities and the powers of darkneſs : 


Having, I ſay, thus bruiſcd the head of the Ser- 
pent, and himſelf become the firſt fruits, and ear- 
neſt, to his people, of a full harveſt from the 
grave, and prepared all matters for his aſcention. 
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AIC -20 44) 42 £9, HE Gilg ih to 13. * 
Dir x J. opened the general ſcheme and myftery of grace, 


the nature of his kingdom and covenant, and finiſh- 
ed the work which Goc gave him to do on earth, 
he again leaves the world and goes to the father; 
Qifl intept upon the great wh of our reconcilia- 
tion and ſalvation, and therefore makes interceſſion 
for us in the court of heaven, and is preparing a 
place for the reception of his ſaints, at that da 

when he ſhall come in his own glory and in his 


father's glory, to judge the world in righteouſneſs : 


= & = 
* 


—— Then every enemy will be ſubdued; the grand 
plan of reconciling the world, that takes place at 
preſent, will be accompliſhed, and the time of the 
reſtitution of all things will be arrived: Then 
cometh the end, the ſucceſſive diſpenſations of hea- 
ven being all finiſhed in their order, when the Son 
{hall have deliver'd up the kingdom to God even 
the Father, and the Son alſo himſelf ſhall be ſub- 
ject unto Hi that put all things under him, that 
God may be all in all.“ „ For all things are of 


God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus 


Chriſt.” to fc 205 
REFLECTIONS 

War a fad and affecting. conſidefation is-it, that 
4 world ſhould be at enmity with God! How very 
unhappy the caſe of all ſuch as have God, the 
om ni potent God for their adverſary, and are them- 
felves alienated; and encmies in their minds to him ! 
For it is in the nature of a heart vitiated and eſtrang- 
ed from God, to recede further from him, even till 


iniquity occaſion final and remedileſs ruin: the 


recovery to peace and righteouſneſs is not of men, 
nor does it originate from the ſinner himſelf, bur is 
the fruit of grace and the work of heaven. 'The 
{inner is the aggreſſor in point of enmity, he breaks 

| | friendſhip 
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friendſhip and commences hoſtilities, but the offend- HiCYF. 
ed Deity is the firſt in the bleſſed work of recon- pa II. 
C 
St hath greatly abounded in this world, but 
grace hath ſuperabounded. Our iniquities have 
reach'd the heavens, and call loudly for vengeance, 
but God's mercy is above the heavens, and his pur- 
poſes of grace are from everlaſting ! O what aſto- 
niſhing mercy in the great father of all to deſign 
and project the recovery and redemption of a Joſt 
apoſtate world, even from the foundations of it! 
God who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in Epb. 2. 4. 
ſins, hath quickened us together with Chriſt, and | 
hath raiſed us up together, and made us fit toge- 
ther in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus. That in 
the ages to come he might ſhew the excceding 
# riches of his grace, in his kindneſs towards us, thro 
4 fan rm 7 ou EE Nb 
+ * 'Wrar unparalleled, ineffable kindneſs and con- 
I defcention in the only begotten Son of God, the 
E moſt benevolent Savior, to comply with the Father's 
motion relative to our redemption, to quit his boſom 
and embraces, to come to do and ſuffer his will on 
earth, to take the form of a ſervant, he who was 
in the likeneſs of God, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the croſs! And with what 
views was all this? To reconcile his father's ene- 
mies, to atone his law and juſtice, to eject Satan from 
this world, where he had got poſſeſſion, to eſtabliſn a 
kingdom of peace and righteouſneſs, become the 
father and root of a renewed race, and regain for 
them the forfeited favor and paradiſe of God. 
Wut grateful acknowledgments are due to the 
bleſſed ſpirit of truth and holineſs, proceedng from 
MY | O 3 | the 
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DiCVTI. the Father and the Son, for his kindly, awakening, 
PA. II. convincing, converting influences, and for the light, 
ſuengch and conſolation he affords, in this time of 
the Savior's bodily abſence, and whereby the father 
draws ſinners to himſelf and his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, 
and renders effectual his own gracious purpoſes, and 
the mediator's ſervices, in reference to a loſt world? 
How much is due for the ſealing and witneſs of 
the ſpirit, which is the earneſt of our future inheri- 
tance, and for the help and aſſiſtance it - affords 'to 
rhe infirmities of the ſaints, and for its gracious 
inbabitation, whereby they become the temple of 
the living God, and the Father and the Son, both 
come and take up their abode in the heart of the 
believing and ſanctified? "M690 HOU 
War obligations are we under to the holy and 
bleſſed Trinity, for the ſeveral parts they perform 
in the ſtrange ceconomy of our redemption, the 
reconciliation of heaven and earth? Thanks be to 
Gad even the Father, for the unſpeakable gift of 
his Son, whom he hath not ſpared but delivered up 
for us all; and for the wife of that holy ſpirit 
which he is more ready to beſtow than earthly pa- 
rents are to make preſents and gifts to their children. 
Glory be to the aber, to the ſon and to the holy 
11 it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
« ©. 
Ta: miniſtry of the holy angels in the great 
affair of our ſalvation, likewiſe requires our grati- 
leb. 1.14 tude: . for are they not all miniſtring ſpirits, ſent 
forth to miniſter for them who ſhall be heirs! of 
ſalvation ?” And in how many friendly ways they 
counteract the devices and machinations of ſatan and 
his agents, and oppoſe themſelves to the powers of: 
darkneſs on our behalf, is impoſſible for us 5 Hy: 
| heir 
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Their kind offices in many inſtances are very well DiE { 


known, and recor ded for our comfqꝑt. be ets K 
Bur eſpecially the goſpel · miniſtry, together wit 
all, the various means —— and holineſs, and the 


revelation of God's will, our on duty, and the 


ER. II.. 


* 
* 


everlaſting deſigns of his mercy and grace to 11 y 


loudly and preſſingly demand our thankfulnels a 


praiſe... Thoſe things are all ſubordinate and con- 


ducive to the accompliſhment of that great event, 
which God hath purpoſed in himſelf, the gathering 
together in one, Al ehings in Chriſt, and the making 
of us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
ſaints in light. " BE} . 

How happy and favourable for mortals, that 
God treats. with them by the inſtrumentality of their 
fellow-men, whoſe preſence and appearance is fa- 
miliar and agreeable,and does not amaze and terrify 
them by meſſengers from the inviſible world! and 
O how highly honored and dignified are ſuch as are 
ſeparated from among ſinners, to ſuſtain the impor- 
tant character of ambaſſadors for Chriſt? And how 
much are they to be reſpected, eſteemed, loved, for 


their work, for their divine employment ſake : eſ- 


pecially when they are found diligent and faithful, 
ſtudious and laborious, ating up to the title and 
office of the ſervants of the moſt high God, who 
ſhew men the way of falvation ? How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of him that thus 


bringeth good tidings, that publiſhes peace!“ 


-: Ado Oh! how ſolicitous ſhould we all be to have 
our peace made with that God whom we have of- 


fended, and yetnon whoſe favour our life and ſal- 


vation depends! How much does it concern ſuch 
to be themſelves reconciled to Ged, who are ap- 
pointed to reconcile others, and manage the treaty 
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The offended. Deity reconcibng 


Diſ. VI. of peace, ſet on foot between heaven and earth ! 


PA.I 


4 


% 


I. And with what eagerneſs, what ardor ſhould the 
unteconciled hang u 


| 1 the lips of thoſe that are 
thus ordained to pal peace by Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Otherwiſe in deſpiſing them that are ſent, and re- 
Fuſing to hearken and be duly ſubject to them, they 
reflect diſhanor upon him that ſent them. 
Wire "gn to ſuch as will not be reconciled to 
God after all endeavours to that end, the whole 
ſcheme of our redemption and ſal vation, and all the 
means and methods of divine grace, will be ig vain 
ich regard to them all this labour of heaven 
and earth will be thrown away. But happy and 
bleſſed they, who being juſtified by faith, have peace 
with God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. ' Altho? 
we now hear the joyful ſound'of reconciliation, yet 
Jet us remember and ſeriouſly conſider of it, that 
the time haſtens when the creaty of peace will be 
no more, and Chriſt's ambaſſadors ſhall be called 
home. O therefare ſinner, improve the preſent 
time and precious opportunity, chile God does be- 
ſeech you by us, as ambaſſadors for Chriſt, and we 
pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, at of you, even every 
ſinner, whatever his vicious character is, be ye 
reconciled to God, far God hath made him to be 
ſin for us who knew no fin, that we might be made 
the righteouſneſs of God in him) 
I coxctupet' with a few moving words and preſ- 
ſing entrearies of the good Mr. Flavel to this pur- 
poſe. A day is haſtning when God will treat 
with you no more; when a gulf will be fixed be- 
tween you and him for ever. O what will you do 
when the ſeaſon of mercy and all hopes of mercy 
ſhall end together! when God ſhall become inac- 
Ceſlible, inexorable and unreconcilable to you for 
. 4 - 23 Ren —— ws 34 1. p Cvermore. 
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this guilty World to himſelf: 


this the place where I muſt be! are theſe the tor- 
ments I muſt endure ! what forever! yea forever : 
Will not God be fatisfied with the ſufferings bf 4 
thouſand years? no nor of millions of years? Ah? 
finner did you but clearly fee the preſent and future 
miſery of unreconciled ones, and what the wrath* of 
the great and terrible God is, which is coming as 
faſt as the wings of time can bring it upon you, it 
would certainly drive you to Chriſt, or drive you 
out of your 'wits. O it is a dreadful thing to have 
God for your eternal enemy; to have the great and 


terrible God cauſing his infinite power to avenge the 


abuſe of his grace and mercy. Believe it friends, it 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God: knowing the terrors of the Lord we perſuade 
men: an eternal weight hangs upon an inch of time. 
O that you did but know the time of your viſitation? 
that you would not dare to adyenture and run the 
hazard of one day more in an unreconciled ſtate.“ 
Thus he.“ nnn ee 


* Dr. Young, taking a poetical liberty, has expreſs'd this aw- 
ful ſentiment, with il the ſhocking circumſtances, that @ 
luxuriant fancy can ſuggeſt. | | 

4 Forbid it ! aod oh ! grant, great God, at leaſt 

This one, this ſlender, almoſt no requeſt ; | 

When I have wept a thouſand lives away 

When torment is grown weary of its prey, 

When I have rav'd ten thouſand years in fire, 

Ten thouſand tbouſands, let me then expire.” 

Deep angviſh ! but too late; the hopeleſs ſoul 

. Bound to the bottom of the burniog pool, 

Tho' lath, and very loud blaſpheming owns 

He's juſtly doom'd to pour eternal groans 5 
| | Enclos'd 


evermore. O what wilt thou do, when thou ſhalt Dif 
find thyſelf ſhut up under eternal wrath! when thou PA. II. 
ſhalt feel that miſery thou art now warned of! Is & 


F 6 


20t 


i 


# 


202 The offended Deity reconcihng, &c. 
Diſ.VI. *- Enctos'd with horrors, and transßir'd wih fais 
A II. Roling in vengetnce, firaggliog with bis hs: 

PA. II. Fo talk to fiery tem peſts, o implo e 
9 The ragipg flame to give its burning o'er, 
To toſs, to writhe, te , pant bencath his load, 
| And bear the weight of an offended Sh. 


The terrible doctrine of the eternity of hell torments; ſo much 
inſiſted upon in former ages; however ſuperſtition or portry 27 3 
on the one hand, may bave err'd or rioted in drawing the © 

horrid picture; yet is a ſubjeR of that ſcriouſneſs and con 
cern, as ought not, by any means, e the other, to be treated 
pick that lightneſs and ludicrouſneſs, that it meets with 
from ſome io the preſent age. For to ſay the leaft—If we 
compare great. thiogs with ſmall —if. we argue from anagoly, 
and conſider the materials of this burning world, as well as 
the maligoity of ſin againſtGod, —if we attend to the expreſs 
declarations of our Saviour himſelf, or thiok of the unlimited 
term that blazing comets traverſe the immenſe æther, it 
ſhoald ſurely diſpoſe the infde/ rather to tremble, than ridi- 
cule the diſputed. doctrine. The tormeots of the wicked 
that ſucceed the final judgment, are is ſo many words ſaid 
to be eternal; and if this epithet is ſometimes applied to 
things not ab/olutely everlaſting, yet every thing io nature 
and revelation conſpire, and unite their | ſuffrage to declare, 
that it is ſomething inconceivably, amazingly dreadful, both in 
regard of the degree and dutation of it: Nor is it at all to 
be diſputed, whether or not the damned ſhall ſuffer the paigs 
of material and real fire. The heavens and earth which 
are now, are kept in ſtore, reſerved uato fire againſt the day 
of judgment, and perdition of ungodly men.“ ö 
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Of the Covenant of Redemption. 


AY 8 e * 


GAL. III. 16. 


Now to Abraham and his Seed were the 
* Promiſes made. He ſaith not, and to 
Seeds, as of many; but as of one, and to 
* thy Seed, which is Chriſt, 


THE Son of God, took not on him the Di. VI 
nature of angels, but he took on him the 1.VIL 
ſeed of Abraham. The dread ſovereign PA. I. 
of the univerſe, who does according to his WW 
pleaſure, in heaven and carth, ſaw fit, in regard of 
the angels that kept not their firſt eſtate, but loſt 
their own habitation, to reſerve them in everlaſting 
chains, under - darkneſs, unto the judgment of the 
great day: But in reference to ſinners of mankind, 

a different and more favourable adminiſtration takes gph, 2. 4. 
place, “ and God, who is rich in mercy for his 

great love wherewith he loved us, even when we 

were dead in (ins; hath quickened us together with 

Chriſt : and hach raiſed us up together, and made 

vs. lit together in heavenly pleces in Chriſt Jeſus. 

That in the ages to come, he might ſhew the ex- 

ceeding riches of his grace, in his kindneſs towards 

us, thro' Chriſt Jeſus,” 
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Of the Covenant 


Di. VII, © Tun different condu of the moſt high towards 
PA. I. men and angels, is however, by no means to be 
bobk'd upon as abſolutely arbitrary and reaſonleſs, 


ſince all God's works are truth and his ways judg- 
ment : and little as we underſtand,or are capable of 
underſtanding of the ſcheme and reaſons of the 
divine 2338 yet it is not difficult to aſſign 
ſome ſpecial and probable reaſons, of this diſtin- 
guiſhing diſpenſation towards the children of men. 
"Theſe reaſons readily ſuggeſt themſelves to the 
mind, from comparing the two ſeveral caſes, not- 
withſtanding our knowledge and view of things is 
greatly contracted, and none can by ſearching find 
out God, and the Almighty to perfection. 


Tux angels ſinned in the light of heaven, and 
nearer the throne of God, — perhaps without a 
tempter, every one for himſelf perſonally, without 
a previous corruption of nature, as is the caſe with 
man fince the fall, and to their rebellion in hea- 
ven, have added ſedition on earth, tempting our 
firft parents to ſin, and ever ſince going about as 
roring lions. ſeeking whom they may devour. 
Being wholly bent upon malice and miſchief, and 
oppoling the ways of God and the deſigns of his 
grace : which ſeems to ſhew a different kind or 
greater degree of moral corruption and alienation 
from God. However, it is quite apparent, that 
their fin and apoſtacy was attended with circum- 
ſtances of aggravation, ſuperior to that of our firſt. 
parents, by whom firſt came death and condemna« - 

tion into the world. Theſe, or other reaſons and 

conſiderations above our reach, occaſioned this dif- 
ference of adminiſtration in the ſovereign of the 
world, in paſſing over a more noble, a higher order 
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of Redemption. 20 


of beings, and providing a Savior and projecting a Di. VII. 
myſterious method of ſalvation for fallen man. PA. I. 
"An as by man came ſin and death and ruin into 
the world, thro' the inſtigation of Satan; ſo by 
man, the wiſdom of God thought fit, in oppeſition 
to the wicked and malevolent deſigns of Satan, 
that the world ſhould be reſtored, redeemed and 
reconciled. And therefore agreable to the eternal 
parpole and immutable counſel of heaven, in re- 
ation to man's redemption, the word was made 
fleſh and dwelt among ùs; the fulneſs of the time 
being come, God ſent forth his Son made of a wo- 
man, made under the law, to redeem them that 
2 were under the law, and the promiſed ſeed appears 
2 in character and power, the ſecond Adam, the Lord 
2 Jo heaven, ſtrong and mighty to fave. In this 
ſeed of the woman, the ſeed of Abraham, who is 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, all the promiſes of God are. 
yea and amen, ſure and ſtedfaſt, both to himſelf and 
to ſuch as have been conſidered as types and figures 
of him, and thoſe who have becn ſpiritually related 
to him by covenant, under all diſpenſations. | 

Irsus Chriſt the redeemer, and thoſe things that 
have a direct or oblique reference to his character 
and mediatorial performances, are the great ſubjects 
of divine revelation, conſidered as ſtrictiy ſuch, in 
all ages of the world from the beginning ; and the 
moſt reſpectable characters on ſacred record, Adam, 
Abrabam, Moſes, David, &c. are view'd and ho- 
nour'd in the holy ſcriptures, as ſuſtaining a ſpecial 
typical reference and relation to the glorious ſavior. The ,q. 
The writings; promiſes and prophecies of the old cientſcrip- 
teſtament, ſeem in general to have a direct primary tures have 
reſpect to the meſſiah and ſon of God, and to others, ſpecial re- 
under and by him, as typical illaftrations of his Creig. 

Aa | . riſt. 
0 character 
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Di. VII. character and kingdom. Things fpiritual, divine 
PA. I. and heavenly, are repreſented by things earthly, 
fieſhly and worldly : and things eternal, by things 
temporal. Jeſus Chriſt, whom God has anointed, 
king in Zion, the purchaſer and preſerver of the 
church, in ſome view or other, is exhibitted to us in 
all the ancient writings, and not meerly ſo in the 
Jatter days, and under the preſent diſpenſation, now, 
when God has ſpoken to us by his ſon in perſon. 
The glorious immanuel was pointed out in paradiſe, 
was preached to Abraham, was the end and ſub- 


ſtance of the Jaw of Moſes, the burden of the pro- 

phetrs, and is the ſubject of the goſpel, the great au- 

-thor and foundation of the whole chriſtian ſyſtem. 
Wr are greatly obliged to the new teſlament 
writers, for the explanation of the old : the goſpel 

is the revelation of the myſtery, and has bro't to 
light the hidden purpoſes of God, and unfolded the 

ſcheme of grace and ſalvation, as prejected in Jeſus 

Chriſt, from the foundation of the world, and that 
"has been carrying on in ſeveral forms, in all periods 
of time. And we are particularly indebted to St. : 

Paul for his gloſs upon the words of our text, by | t 

which we underſtand, that the ſeed of Abraham, to 3 ] 
1 

; 

( 


Whom the promiſes were made, was not principally 
and ultimately his natural cr ſpiritual ſeed, but the 
faviour himſelf, the ſecond Adam, and to others 

only thro? him, and in reference to thoſe things 


) wherein they were figurative repreſentations of him. N r 
To Abraham and his ſeed were the promiſes | D 

2 made. The Patriarch bimſelf was concern'd in the I 

n 4 . * . | a : . 

writings promiſes of God, and ſo ucre his offspring and the | is 


explain World in general: But yet his ſeed was the main 
the old, and leading object of them, his one eminent ſeed, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who deſcended irum Abra- 

ſil; | | - | Fam 


of Redemption. 


faith not, and to ſeeds, as of many ; but as of one, 
and to thy ſeed, which is Chriſt.” The word ſeed 
is one of thoſe nouns, in Engliſh, which is uſed ei- 
ther for the ſingular or plural number, and often in- 
tends the whole poſterity of a perſon however nu- 
merous, as well as one particular child. And how- 
ever the Greek and Hebrew words anſwering to 
ſeed in the text, tho* ſingular, are often uſed 
as collective names, and imply a multitude, even in 
this very covenant with Abraham; yet the apoſtle 
ſeems evidently to reaſon in this place, as tho' the 
original word was not to be underſtood plurally, but 
as ſignifying one, in oppoſition to a greater number; 
in like manner as we uſe the word c41/2 for a ſingle 
perſon, and children for ſeveral. * 

No need I undertake the juſlification of the in- 
ſpired apoſtle, whoſe authority in the caſe may be 
allowed {ufficient ; what I aim. at is to have the 
apoſtle juſtify me, when I obſerve from him, that 
the promiſes of the covenant are made to Chriſt in 
perſon; or that there is a covenant ſubſiſting rela- 
tive to man's redemption, in which God the father 
is one party, and the fon of God our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt che other. Wee 
Bor previous to a direct and immediate conſide- 
ration of the words, it may not be amiſs to take ſome 
notice of their connection wich the apoſtle's reaſon- 
ing in this place, and the ſtate of the argument he 
is handling. 3 His 

® .-— Ka ro SPERMATI AUTOU 3 OU LEGEL KAI 

TOIS SPERMASIN | 

Ihe apollle would intimate that altho' the promiſes were 

made to Abraham and his ſeed collectively 3 yet they 


Wan bad Aa ſpecial references to Bis One minent ſecd, ihe 
Mei ah and Son of God. | 
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ham according to the fleſh, and in whom not only Di. VII. 
the houſe of Iſrael, but all the families of the earth PA. I. 
have been bleſſed. The apoſtle obſerves, © he 
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Di. VII. Hes ſubje& is evidently preſent juſtification- in 
PA. I. the ſight of God, which by various conſiderations he 
peoves and demonſtrates to be by faith thro? grace, 
Introduc- in the way of promiſe, and not by works and Jaw, 
tion to the according to the primitive covenant and conſtitution 
text, of things, according to the law of Moſes or the 
carrupt and ſuperſtitious fancies of the unbelieving 
Jews and their falſe and inſiduous teachers. He 
accounts it a kind of facination that they ſhould be 
{ſeduced and drawn off from their hope and confi- 
dence inChriſt,as the great and only ſacrifice for ſin, 
ſince he had been evidently ſet forth before their 
eyes, as crucified among them. The miniſtry of 
the ſpicit, and power and gift of miracles, he ob- 
ferves, for their conviction, was not vouchſaf d upon 
the foundation of law and works, but in the way of 
faith, and the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. Abraham the 
friend of God, their boaſted patriarch, he pertinent- 
ly takes notice, was juſtified by believing God, and 
therefore not by the deeds of the law ; for the law 
is not of faith, but the man that doth them ſhall live 
in them. And becauſe it was the purpoſe of God 
to juſtify the heathen by faith, to enlarge his church 
and extend his grace to the whole world, therefore 
be before preached the goſpel to Abraham, ſaying, 
in thee, the father of all the faithful, whether cir- 
.cumciſed or uncircumciſed, “ ſhall all nations be 
bleſſed.” And moreover, it is evident that all ſuch 
as are of the works of the law, and look for juſtifica- 
ton in that way, before God, are accurſed, accord- 
ing to the very language and ſpirit of the Jaw itſelf; 
becauſe it is written, . Curſed is every one that 
rer. 10. continueth not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them.“ Apd not only fo, 
but we are taught, ſays the apoſ!!e, that the Fa 
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ſhall live by faith, and therefore cannot be juſtified Di. VII. 
by the law in the ſight of God, for thoſe two PA. 1. 
diff-rent d ſpenſations are quite oppoſite and con... 
trary tie one to the other. And, certain it is 
that: the law is ſo far from juſtifying, that it 
curſes, and to redeem us from this curſe of the 
Jaw, that every finner is under, Chriſt has himſelf 
been made a curſe for us: Which would by no. 
means have happened if bleſſedneſs could have 
been by the law, becauſe if ſo, Chriſt would have 
died in vain. The doctrine of j .\tification in the 
ſight of God, upon the foot of law and a covenant 
of works, quite fruſtrates the grac- of God, and 
renders the myſterious and gracious ſcheme of 
redemp ion null and void; and is a mit horrid 
bla ſphemous reflection up -n the wiſdom, truch and 
moral perfections of the del.y. 

Bur then further, in the verſes before and aſ- 
ter the text, the apoſtle obſerves that that diſpen- 
ſation of Law, that revival] of the Jaw and 
covenant of nature, by Mofes, under another form 
and for a different purpoſe thin it was given at 
fiſt, took place 430 years after the promiſe to 
Abraham. and the covenant eſtabliſhed in his ſeed ; 
and therefore the moſaic covenant and ceconomy 
could not diſannul the promiſe that went before, 
and ſubvert the conſtitution of grace. This could 
not be ſuppoſed if that was only a man's covenant, 
how much leſs when it is the teſtament and pro- 
miſe of the unchangeable God? If the heavenly 
inheritance and the future favor of God, was, by 
the law, like the inherivance and bleſſing in Canaan, 
it would not then be of promiſe, and in the way 
of grace: But in this latter way God gave it to 
Abrabam, | . 8 

b P Axn 
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Di. VII. Any if it be aſked then why was the Jaw added, 


pA. I. ſeeing there was a prior covenant of grace, that 
tip ſecured life and bleſſedneſs without it? The a- 
oſtle anſwers, it ſervd valuable purpoſes without 
re deſigned as the means of juſtification in the 
ſight of God, and the ground of a title to life e- 
verlaſting : For that ſeed the Savior, to whom 
the promiſe and covenant of Abraham had a go- 
verning main reſpe&, was not yet come in the fleſh, 
had not yet opened his comimſſion, ſet up his 
kingdom, introduced that powerful ſpiritual and 
gracious diſpenſation, that hidden 1 N which 
he was ordained in due time fo diſcloſe to 
the world, with a view to bring all nations 
to the obedience of faith. And therefore 
till this fulneſs of time ſhould come, the Jaw. of 
Moſes was uſher'd in to prepare and facilitate the 
way for it, to give the knowledge of fin and need 
of a Savior, and of the interpoſition of grace and 
mercy in behalf of ſinners. The law was not its 
own end, but was added becauſe of tranſgreſſions, 
with a view to cure idolatry, ſecure obedience, and 
ſerve as a ſchool-maſter to bring us to Chriſt, when 
he ſhould appear, that we might be juſtified in the 
ſight of God, by faith in him, as the great anti- 


type of the legal ſacrifices and end of the law for 


righteouſneſs. | 
Ax p therefore this preparatory diſpenſation, 


this law and ſervile di'cipline, was given by ano- 


ther hand, even thro' the mediation of Moſes, in 
ſubordination to Chriſt, the great and only media- 
tor between God and man, and by the diſpoſition 
of angels, inſtead of the divine ſpirit ; even as this 
ſee mediates between God and Abraham and his 
believing ſeed in general: Whereas the 3 

n 8 
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of Redemption: 


aforementioned, conſidered in reference to this Di. VII. 
eminent ſeed which was to come, or to the graci- PA. I. 
ous covenant in that view of it which is called. 


the covenant of redemption or mediation, neither 
needs, nor can admit of a miediator; for a © media- 
tor is not of one,” but the mediator of two parties, 
as the caſe neceſſarily ſuppoſes, between whom 
the mediator paſſes and officiares, in order to effect 
and maintain peace; fo it was in the /ega!, and ſo 
it is indeed in the evangelical diſpenſation, in both 
which a mediator is neceflary, becauſe of tranſ- 
greſſions : But God is one”, and the ſon of God, 
the emphatical feed, is ſo divinely, myſterioufly 
one with him; the effulgence of the father's glory, 
that between tem none in heaven or earth 
is worthy to mediate,were there occaſion ; and not 
only ſo, but the divine perſons, altho' diſtinct 
parties in covenant are ſo far from being at odds 


and variance, that the ſuppoſition of a mediator 


between them, would be much more abſurd and 
ſuperfluous, than between God and the firſt Adam 
in innocence. For ſin and guilt are the only 

round and occaſion of a mediator between the 
holy majeſty of heaven, and any other party in 
covenant with him. But as in the covenant of 
the eternal father and fon, there is no tranſgreſſi- 
on, and cauſe af diſtance or offence intervening, 
which is the caſe, in regard of all divine covenants 
with apoſtate creatures, ſo here is no occaſion for 


| P 2 Nor 
® Much muſt be underſtood and ſupplied, in reference to 


a mediator, * 


this confeſſedly difficult paſſage, tc make out the apoſtle's 


ſeufe in whatever manner it is expounded, The 


apoſtle in this place, among other things, ts evidently - 


donſidering the intereh of the Gentiles in the abrahamic 
| covenant, 


277 
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Di VII. 
PA. I. by Moles in any meaſure againſt the promiſes of 
w—-— Gd, or ſet vp in oppition to the covenant of 

grace and redemption in Jeſus Chriſt ; yea to far 


Of the Covenant 


Non is the egal diſpenſation that went before 


from 


covert, or that all true believers whether circumciſed 
or uncircumciſed are the children of Abrabam, end 
partakers of his bleſſing: And proves that the law, which 
was given af:erwards, could have no effect to deſtroy the 
validity of the believers claim. This argument he alſo 
handles in the fourth of Romans. Having eſtabliſhed 
this poiat, he proceeds, according to his uſual method, 


to ſtart and anſwer ſome objections to the doiire he 
had been maintaining, See 19 & zoth verſes, © where- 


fore then ſerveth the law“? Thi: he anſwe's in thee 
words. ** It was added becauſe of tranſpreflions till the 
ſeed ſhou!d come to whom the promiſe was made: and 


it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 


Now a mediator is not of one; but God is one”. 
Ano why ſhould it be thonght that theſe words are any 
other than a reply to the ohjectior, and what was inci— 
dentally occaſion'd thereby? Why muſt it be ſuppoſed 
tkat the apaſtle is ſtill purſuing the ſame argument as 
above when he is thus marifeſtly diverted from it? 
And yet the penerality of expoſitors ſeem to go upon 
this ſmppoſitior : And all that ] bare ſeen, labor to find 
out the force of his reaſoning in the words, by. ccnfi- 
dezing the me diator Moſes, as cfficiating only between 
God and part of the ſeed of Abraham, the Jews only 
excluſjve of che Gentiles; and therefore infer in favor 
of the former argument, that that divine tranſaction, 


With the fcſhly Iſrael, by the mediation of Moles, 
could net infringe the right of his ſpiritual feed, who 
bad no concern with that law, but claim upon the foot 


of the prior promiſe to Abraham. If Mcſes mediated 
only between God and the literal not the believing ſeed : 


Ther the ſuppoſition that the inheritaace is by the law, 


and ſo againſt the promiſes, in ſuch a ſenſe as to cut 
eff the right of believing Gentiles, who are not of the 
law is attended with this 2bſurdity, that there is a me- 
di.tor and only one party, that is God, for none but 
the je vs mike any party in the legal covenant, beſides 
God himſelf. Therefore the law of Moſes does _ 
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and was honoured as a ty pe of oui Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is 


, Redemption. 21 


from it, that it was calculated in a way of ſubſer- Di VII. 


viency to it, and with a view to its doing eve y P [ 
thing towards the juſtification of ſinners, that it 
was in the nature and power of law to do: Info 

N 2 much, 


ſtroy the claim of uncircumciſed believers to the ra- 
hamic covenant and bleſſing. Nearly thus, I think 
Whitby, Lock, Doddridge : Who perhaps are right. But 
It may be obſerved, that expcfitois, in this way, com- 
monly ſay, that the promiſe, neered no mediator like 
the law of Moſes, but was given by God direQ'y to 
Abraham But it may be aſked, does not the ab ahamic 
covenant comprize in it the goſpel covenant in its firſt 
principles; for the apoſtle tells us, in this chapter, that 
the gipel was preached before unto Abiuham, and 
- preached to him in this very promiſe. Aud as ſuch, 
why ſhould it not requiie a mediator then as much as 
now ? Chriſt is the mediator of the new-covenant ; and 
was not this the covenant God gave to Abraham ? 
Whereas if we underſtand the promiſe as made to the 
' feed himſelf, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the view of the 
covenant of redemption. it is plain, that it differed from 
the law, in this reſpe& that it neede no mediator. 
And do not the words themſelves lead us to this thought? 
„till the /zed ſhould come to whom the promiſe was 
made; and it, i. e. the law, was ordained by angels 
in the hand of a mediator, Now a mediator is not a 
mediator of one, but God is one”. The promiſe from 
God the father to Chiiſt, the /e by way of eminence, 
is direct, but to Abraham and his common ſced, it is 
indirect, and by the mediation of the ſon of God. So 
the apultte ſays at the 14th verſe. That the bleſſing 
of Abraham might come on the Gentiles, through Te/us 
Chrijt It may be ſuppoſed the blefling came upon 
Abraham through Chriſt, as much as it comes upon other 
Gentiles through him. It is natural to think the apoſtle 
in this place, endeavours to exalt the character of this 
divine /ced, whom he repreſents as the ſource of univer- 
ſal bleflings to the world, and to give his readers a ſub- 
lime and juſt idea of his perſon and perfections. Moſes 
was the mediator of the Jewiſh covenant and pecultarity, 


the 


3 


114 Of the Covenant 


Di. VII. much, that truly if a law could have been given 
PA. I. to ſinners and apoſtates, that could, conſiſtent with 
the perfections of God, have given life, verily righ- 
teouſneſs ſhould have been by the law. But the 
ſcripture hath concluded all under fin, that the 
„ promiſe by faith of Jeſus Chriſt might be given 
to them that believe”. This appears to me to be 
the moſt eaſy, natural expoſition of the apoſtle's 
words in this place, wi hout obſerving the various 
gloſſes of others upon this paſſage. 
We may obſerve upon the words, 
I. Txar God who is reconciling the world 
unto himſelf in Jeſus Chriſt, not imputing their 
Covenant treſpaſſes to them, as the foundation of this graci- 
| . ous diſpenſation, has made a covenant with his ho- 
| den prog. en, the emphatical ſeed of Abraham, with a refer- 
ence to all his redeemed people, _ | 


=. L « 


Taar 


the great mediator of the covenant of Abraham and the 
goſpel myſtery in' general : But the promiſe and cove- 
nant as it reſpects Himself, the werd, who ** was in the 
beginning with God and was God”, admits of no third 
per/on. ere is nothing to create variance or diſtance, 
but perfect union and agreement. Thus every part and 
branch of the gracious diſpenſation and covenant is 
touched upon in theſe few verſes. And it might be ob- 
ſerved that it is common, to uſe the word one, not to ſig- 
nify abſolute ſameneſs or individuation, but union and 
agreement. Perſons at variance are 74s : When recon- 
ciled they are ore again. And the numeral: adjeQtive 
s uſedin this place for one, often ſignifies not identity, 
but unity and affection. As for inftance the unity or 
oneneſs of marriage. Gen. 2. 24. And they ſhall 
be one fleſh”. In the ſeptuagint Kai eſpntai hoi duo eis 
 farka mian. The words are exactly the ſame Math. 19: 5. 
Mark 10. 8. & The ſame word is uſed to ſignify the 
union of true chriſtians among themſelves, and their uni- 
on to the father and the fon. John 17. 21. and ver. 22. 


The ſame word alſo ſignifies the oneneſs. of che father 
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THaarT there is a covenant and gracious diſpen- Di. VII. 
lation, different from that of nature and law, which pa I. 
takes place, in reſpect of the human race, and i 


3 | 
* 2 
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Berne” 1 
conſequence of the primitive apoſtacy and defection 4 
from God and righteouſneſs, with a view to the Y 
reſtoration and reconcilia ion of God's ele, is as 4 


certain as that we are ſinners, that there is a divine 
revelation, a Sayior, and a religion called by his 
name, of which he is the divine author and foun- 
der, And that ſomething analagous to a covenant 
ſo called among men, ſubſiſts between God the 
father and his ſon Jeſus Criſt our redeemer, re- 
Iative to the ſalvation of ſinners, as fundamental 
and introductory to this general ſcheme of grace, 
together with the nature, reaſons, properties and 
fulfillment of this covenant, is what we are now 
to conſider. And, 

It. As to the reality of ſuch a kind of federal 
tranſaction, however myſterious and unſearchable 
E by mortals, and o be contemplated with awe and 
2 reverence, both reaſon and revelation unite in their 
teſtimony for it; nor does it appear to me that, 


—— — 
— 


1 


1 in general, what divmes have offered upon this 

1 ſubj:, from the holy ſcriptures, is chimerical and 

* groundleſs. i 

Tux reaſonableneſs, fitneſs, and moral neceſſity Reality of 

1 of ſuch a covenant, will appear, if we conſider it argued, 
| mankind. as all enated from God, guilty in his ſight, 


and offenſive to his holineis: If we conſider the 
character of the ſupreme and holy law-giver and 
governor, the majeſty and purity of his law, the- 
moral impotence of the inner, the need of fatis- 
faction to juſtice, as the ground of pardon, and of 
4 divine fupernitural influence in order co men's 
recovery, to the image and life of God, How KI 
Bd) 3d7 To 4% P Lois tals: could _ 


2 I IF 


1 
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Di:VII. could the divine majeſty, who is of purer eyes than 
PA. I. to behold iniquity, treat directly with polluted 
ſinners without a mediator ? How could he forg ve 
ſins without that ſatisfaction that has, in fact been 
made, and the making of wh. ch, proves the moral 
propriety and abſolute neceſſity of he thing? How 
could ſtupid apoſtaie rebels be che objects of the di- . 
vine confidence, any more than complacence, and be 4 
ſuitably qualified federates, in any direct covenant- 
tran action previous to thꝭ ir being born of the ſpi- 
ri, and renewed in the temper of their minds ? 
And who is worthy to mediate, in this Hi, ſenſe 
be ween God and (inners ? Whois able to make 
reconciliation tor 1:1qu.ity and bring in everlaſting 
r1;:hteouſneſs, to raiſe them that arc dead, both in 
nature and morality, and engage as ſurety on be- 
half of. faithleis and c:ndemned rebels? None! 
Non but the fon of God the expreſs image of 
the father's pcrſon, by whom he made the world, 
who has the {pir.t without meaſurc, and poſſ fles 
all power in heaven and earth. He is worthy, 
he is able to ſtand up as a third perſon, between 
the angry deity ard his rebellious creatures,” to 
tread the wine- preſs of his father's wrath,to make 
peace by the bluod of his croſs, to ſlay the enmity 
and ſubdue the luſts of men, and having recover- 
ed them to the image and likeneis, as well as 
favor of God, to bring many ſons and daughters 
| to glory. | | , hai 

[. Bur does not this great and arduous under- 
4 taking, plainly ſuppoſe the formality of a cove- 
nant and previous agreement between the father 
who is to be reconciled, and the fon who makes 
this reconciliation: ? The nature of the caſe ſeems 
to imply that the father conſents to receive fatis- 
f * 8 faction 
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fation and atonement by the hands of the ſon, and Di. VII. 
that ſinners, under condemnation of law, ſhould pA. I. 
be accepted and juſtified with him, thro* faith in ,-4- 


the mediator's blood; elſe why ſhould this pre- 
cious blood be thrown away and ſhed at all adven- 
cares ? Would the ſon of God have undertaken 
this painful and moſt abaſing work without aſſure- 
ance from the father, that he would accept ſuch a 
vicarious ſacrifice, and acquit the principal offen- 
der, and that he ſhould not Jabor and expend his 
ſtrength, his treaſure, his reputation in vain ? 
Muſt there not be a free voluntary conſent on 
the part of the fon, thus to become a ſubſticute 
and Savior to men, in order to the efficacy and 
virtue of his ſufferings and mediation ? Therefore 
is not the natural language of this ineffable affair, 
ſomething ſuch as is deſcribed by MiLTow in 
form of dialogue between the almighty father and 
his eternal ſon, ſeated on the celeſtial throne and 
the potentates of heaven around. (love ? 
„Say heavenly powers, where ſhall we find ſuch 
* Which of you will be mortal to redeem 
Man's mortal crime: and juſt the unjuſt to fave ? 
+ Dwells in all heaven a charity ſo dear? 

He aſk'd but ali the heav'nly choir ſtood mute, 
** And ſilence was in heaven“: 


Till the Son anſwers. 


«FATHER! thy word is paſt, man ſhall find grace. 
% Behold me then! me for him, life for life 

] offer, on me let thine anger fall; 

Account me man: I for his fake will leave 
Thy boſom, and this glory next to thee 

i Freely pur off, and for him laſtly die 


cc 


IT 


AND 


' * i 
6 Well pleas'd, on me let DEATH wreak all his rage.“ I 11 
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Of the Covenant 


Di. VII. Aup tbe holy ſcriptures plainly and plentifully 
PA. I. intimate and hold forth a covenant and reſlipula - 
ion between the divine perſons in reference to 


man's redemption : So in our text we read, That 


to the promiſed ſeed, to Chriſt were the promiſes 


made; which promiſes and reward imply a ſervice 
to be performed, a work to be done: The pro- 
miſe and coyenant of braham, couched under 
this, or if it be better to ſay, typical of this, required 
conditions, even the walking perfectly before God, 
and complying with all the intimations of the 


divine will : For though Abraham was juſtified by 
faith like other good men: Yet the continued fa- 


vor of heaven depended upon his future faithful- 


neſs. And our Lord towards the cloſe of life here. 


on earth, appeals to his holy father ſaying, ** I have 
glorified thee on earth, I have finiſhed the work 
which thou gaveſt me to do ;” and therefore 


claims glorification on the part of the father, as the 


recompence of his faithful ſervices, which implies 
an agreement and previous compact. And the 


inſpired Pſalmiſt brings in the Meſſiah, in proſpect 


of his incarnation and travel on earth, ſaying * Lo! 
I come, in the volume of the book it is written 
of me; I delight to do thy will O my God, thy 
law is within my heart”. And under. the figure 
of David, the Meſſiah ſeems to be evidently intend- 
ed when we read Plal. 89. 3. I have made a 
covenant with my choſen”, And in Pal. ad the 
father promiſes and ſtipulates in regard of the ſon 
ſaying, © aſk of me and I will give thee, &c.— In 
Iſai. 53. we have the expreſs condition on the 
part of the fon, his making his ſoul an offering for 
fin, and the reward. and promiſe on the part of 
the lalher, He mall {ee his ſeed—He ſhall 
CSF! ate — 
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of Redemption. 


juſtify many. And becauſe he ſhall bear their 
iniquities, therefore I will divide him a portion 

with the great, and he ſhall divide the ſpoil with 

the ſtrong. In alluſion to conquerors in war. 

So Foth chapter 5. v. and on ro. And in 
chap. 42. The addreſs is directly to the fon, in 
thoſe remarkable words, after the declaration of 
his qualifications and ſervices, 5th verſe © Thus 

faith God, &c.———8. Read alſo 49 chap. afore- 

ſaid, to the ſame purpoſe. | 


II. 


ITH regard to the nature, quality, Di. VII. 
and accompliſhment of this cove- pa II 
A nant, it may be obſerved, that as the whole >; 
f cconomy and ſcheme of redemption plainly 
ſuppoſes, ſuch difference of perſonality in the 
divinely high contracting parties, as to be a 

ound and foundation of mutual contract and 
confidence, ſuch as a propoſition upon the one 
hand, and a conſent upon the other, a receivin 
of ſatisfaction upon the part of the father, and a Nature & 
making of it upon the part of the fon, a promiſe fulfilment 
and reward from the former, together with _—_— 
inveſtiture commiſſion and power, and a work, a 
ſervice and engagement from the latter. As 
the nature of the thing, I ſay, the very notion 
of redemption ſuppoſes and implies theſe things, 
ſo we find in fact, agreable to the holy ſcrip- 
tures, that there is a propoſal, a giving and ſending 
cormmiſſionating on the part of the father, and a 
voluntary free conſent, a coming, obeying and 
dying upon the part of the ſon. * Lo, I come 
to do thy will—mine ears haſt thou opened.” 
«I lay down my life that I might take it again: 
No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down 
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Di. VII. of myſelf : I have power to lay it down, arid 
PA. II power to take it again: This commandment or 
Wa) Commiſllion have I received of my father.” 
Tur ſon undertakes and engages to perform 
what he afterwards fully accompliſhed and fini- 
ſhed,even the laying down his life for the ſheep, re- 
conciling for iniquity, preacbing righteouſneſs in 
the great congregation, delivering the meſſage of 
God the father faithfully, and drinking of the 
bitter cup which might not pals from him, ſee- 
ing he ſtood in the place of fir.ners and was a 
ſacrifice of expiation for the ſins of the world: 
Theſe inſtructions Chriſt received from the fa- 
ther, and he freely conſented to obey them and 
actually fulfilled them, wherefore he lays, I have 
finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to do, 
and which I undertook at thy motion, in full 
confidence of thy promiſes, even as thou, O 
father, haſt alſo confided in thy ſon. 
On the part of the father the holy ſcriptures * 
teach us, that he promiſes, and does not fail to 
| make good his word, to ſeal, ſanctity and inveſt 
] the ſon in office and authority, giving him the 
high commiſſion of prophet, pricit and king of | 
the church, and judge of quick and dead : Con- 
ſtituting him prieſt forever after the order of 
Melchiſedic giving him to be a light to Gen- 
tiles, and ſalvation to the earth giving him 
power over the nations, and a name above every 
name; ſaying, thy throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever ;” thy dominion univerſal and uncon- 
trouled in heaven and earth. | 
 AccoRPnINGLY he bruiſes the ſerpent's head; 
cruſhes the powers of darkneſs, breaks in pieces 
the nations, and aſſumes a powerful reign. a_ 
0: 
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of Redemption. 


God according to his covenant, upholds him, DiiVII. 


221 


ſtrengthens and ſucceeds him, and declares his PA. II. 


high approbation of him: He is glorious in the Au 


eyes of the Lord, accepted in his work, and ſees 
the travail of his ſoul, and is ſatisfied ; is now 
highly advanced for his virtuous voluntary hu- 
miliation and ſuffering, and waits the final 
triumph, and glorious concluſion of the whole 
action, the completion of the joy that was ſet 
before him, in the covenant of his father, when 
he conſented to endure the ciols, and to deſpiſe 
the ſhame of it. | | 

34ly. Tuls covenant has reſpect to the elect 
of God, to ſinners of mankind : For their ſakes 
it was Chriſt ſanctified himſelf, and became de- 
voted to this ſervice. It was to be a propitiation 
for the fins of the world, that God the father ſet 
him forth; and conſidered him, in his own pur- 
poſe and decree, as a lamb ſlain from the foun- 
daition of the world. It was becauſe God ſo lo- 
ved the world, beyond the power of language to 
expreis, that he did not ſpare but deliver up his 
only. begotten ſon for us all, and ſent him into 
the world, not to condemn the world, but that 
the world through him might be ſaved. This 
divine covenant of the father and the ſon has re- 


ference to man's redemption, and is a part of 


that adorable and gracious plan, concerted in 
heaven and put in execution on earth, in conſe- 
quence of the apoſtacy, for the recovery and re- 


- conciliation of a loſt world, in a way conſiſtent 


withthe perfections and moral government of the 
deity. In relation to miſerable ſinners among 
men, the divine perſons condeicend, in a way of 
amazing love and goodncſo, to ſtipulate and a- 

_ agree 3 


Loſt man 


the ob- 
ject of it. 
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222 Of the Covenant 


Di. VII. gree; — the father to pardon and receive to the 
PA. II. favor, the fon to atone and become ſponſor for 
WWW them. | = | 
Tux reference of this eternal covenant to the 
ſons of men, is intimated in the text, where it is 
ſaid, “ to Abraham and his ſeed were the pro- 
miſes made.” The covenant, tho* immediately 
and principally reſpecting the ſeed by way of 
emphaſis, the Lord our redeemer, yet in a ſecon- 
dary and ſubordinate view had reſpe& hkewiſe 
to the Patriarch himſelf, and his natural and 
ſpiritual offspring. Abraham ſtood in a ſpiritual 
covenant-relation to God, and figuratively repre- 
ſented the Savior, and his ſeed among men, and 
the covenant of God with him, as well as the 
goſpel better covenant that ſucceeded the diſpen- 
fation of law. And the feed of Abraham, ac- 
_ cording the fleſh, together with the beheving 
among the Gentiles, are in a more remote ſenſe 
conſidered, as included in the covenant and pro- 
miſes in the text. All the families of the earth, 
as well as the houſe of Jacob, are in a /ow ſenſe, 
bleſſed in the perſon and righteouſneſs of that 
father of the faithful, in a way analagous to the 
higher benediction they receive in his SEED, 
Meſſiah, and figurative of it. This covenant is 
called the covenant of redemption, becauſe of 
the reſpect it has to the redemption of mankind, 
this being the great object and ultimate view of 
it : Which falls under further conſideration, 
and will be more illuſtrated under the next head, 
which is as follows, viz. 

II. That God, who at ſundry times and in di- 
vers manners ſpoke in time paſt unto the fathers 
by the prophets, and who in theſe laſt days hath 
ſpoken unte us by his ſon, has ſeen fit, by fre- 

quent 


— 


of Redemption. 


quent repeated revelations, in a long ſucceſſion, Di. VII 
by various figures, and typical federal tranſacti- pg II. 
vas, with the Patriarchs and church of old, grad 


ally to unfold and lay open his own eternal pur- 
poſe and covenant with his ſon, relative to the 
redemption and falvation of this apoſtate world. 

Ir it be enquired or demanded, what have we 
worms of the duſt, to do with the councils of 
heaven, and the ſecret tranſactions and engage- 
ments of the divine perſons before the foundati- 
ons of the world, and what good purpoſe can 
ſuch myſterious diſquiſitions ſerve ? It may be 
anſwered we have nothing to do with them, 
further than they have with us, and God has 
been-pleaſed to reveal them to us in his word ; 
but ſo far forth they muſt be of importance, be- 
cauſe they are his revelation to us. Becauſe 
they concern us, therefore they are revealed to 
us ; and fo far forth as they are revealed, it be- 
hoves us to examine and underſtand them. 

Ir it be aſked therefore, why has God reveal- 
ed theſe-things to us in his word ? The anſwer 
is plain, becauſe we are ſo nearly intereſted in 
them; and they are ſo many ways neceſſary and 
uſeful to our ſalvation, For however we may 
be ſunk in vice and dead in treſpaſſes and fins, 
yet the power of natural reaſon ſtill remains, 
and we may, at leaſt, have a ſpeculative under- 
ſtanding of the divine diſpenſations, of our for- 
lorn and guilty ſtate, the need of a Savior, and 


the mercy of God in order to our redemption, as 


it is made manifeſt in the goſpel. God works 
upon us by moral means, and in a way conſen- 


taneous to the natural faculties of the human 


— 


und; his goodneſs is calculated to produce re- 
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Of the Covenant 


Di. VII. pentance and winn the heart, and the revelation 
PA. II. of his gracious deſign, in union and covenant 
w—— with his fon, to inſpire encouraging hopes, to 


rouſe the attention of mortals, and facilitate and 
promote the great end of all his moral admint- 
ſtrations, their return to duty and holineſs, and 
recovery to lite and happineſs. 

And ſince the whole certatnty and reaſon of 
our redemption depends upon the mediationand 
grace of the ſon of God, and the pleaſure and 
acceptance of the father in relation to what he 
was to do and ſuffer for us, thence we may con- 
clude that the firſt revelation that was made to 
the tranſgreſſors in paradiſe, . That the ſeed of 
the woman ſhould bruite the ſerpent's head,” 
was deſigned to inform them of this divine 4 
greement, and openly to inſure to this divine feed 
the ſalvation of all ſuch from among the children 
of men, as in oppoſition to the deſigns and in- 
tereſt of the ſerpent, ſhould belong to his family 


and kingdom: For the promiſ2 ſeems to be as 


directly made to the promiſed sEED himſelf, as 
to thole from whom he was to deſcend, and 
might as juſtly be claimed by him upon con- 
dition of ſuffering the bruiſe of his heel, as by 
the ſinner in caſe of union and alliance to the 
Savior. | | 

Tur ſame promiſe and covenant was renewed 
to Abraham, with this further particular circum- 
ſtance, that this bleſſed perſon ſhould deſcend 
from his loins, after the nations and families of 
the earth were ſo greatly mulciplied : The a- 


poltle ſays expreſly once and again, that 7 


this feed, co Cariſt, were the promiſes made; 
not that it was neceſſary this pronnfe ſhould be 
| thus 


oe 
. 


wa 1 


enen 


en Ss 


TA bay 1 1 pr Y 3 © s q $1 # 7 * a. 11 * X 
4 a * : = Y 4 2 . ; N 
e eee en ene W 


Reer 


of Redemption. 


thus made and written, for the ſecurity and en- Di. VII. 
couragement of the ſon of God in his great un- PA. II. 


dertaking; for with the father's will and fidelity 
towards him, he was fully acquainted & ſatisfied 
from the foundations of the world, but for the 
ſake of the Patriarch himſelf, and in him, for the 
hope and conſolation of all mankind, was this 
declaration of the divine counſel and purpoſe 
made : Even that all nations might have confi- 
dence in God, as the great Savior and reconciler 
of the world by JeſusChriſt, whole undertaking, 
he had engaged to crown with a glorious ſuc- 
cels, and render his incarnation and ſufferings 
the means of ſalvation to the ends of the ages 

and of the earth. 
Taz word and the ways of God are full of mean- 
ing and wiſdom. This promiſe and covenant, 
1. Has reſpe& to Chriſt, the ſeed of the 
woman and of Abraham: To him it has a 
vrimary reference, and is thus made maniteſt to 
the world, as a ground of aſſurance and conſo- 
lation in God. 2. It has a ſecondary and direct 
reference to Abraham in perſon, for to him, as 
well as this ſced, were the promiſes made: And 
God covenanted with Abraham to make him, 
not only the father of a numerous race of heirs, 
but alſo of that eminent ſeed, who was to be ſuch 
an extenſive bleſſing to the world, agreable to 
that higher covenant God had made with him, 
3. IT has relation moreover to all the ſeed of 
Abraham according to the fleſh, and eſpecially 
to the poſterity of Iſaac, who was by promiſe, 
and born of the free woman ; and further had 
reſpect to all thoſe whom Iſaac, in this circum - 
tance typified, they being ſpiritually free, and, 
a$ 
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226 Of the Covenant 


Di VII as he was, the children of promiſe, and of God 
PA. II. by faith in Jeſus Chriſt: For God conſtituted 


Abraham by covenant, the father of the faithful 


of all ages and nations, not only of the Jews 
and circumciſion, but of the Gentiles, of chriſti- 
ans alſo, who are of the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
not of the bond-maid, and the works of the 4 55 


For Abraham had faith imputed for righteoul-. 


neſs, before he received the ſign of circumciſion, 
that he might be the father of all them that be- 
heve, though they be not circumciſed ; that 
righteouſneſs might be imputed to them like- 
wile. The abraham.c covenant reſpects all 
behevers in Jefus Chriſt, equally with his natural 
ſeed according to the promiſe : And they may 
plead and claim the promiſes of this covenant, in 
regard of ſpiritual eternal bleflings, upon as good 
grounds, as the fleſhly ſeed could claim tempo- 
ral and worldly bleſſings, in virtue of their con- 
nection with Abraham, and as heirs of him, to 
whom God promiſed ſaying, © to thee and to 
thy ſeed after thee will ] give the land wherein 
thou art a ſtranger, all the land of Canaan for 
an everlaſting poſſeſſion,” This ancient cove- 
nant as it reſpected Abraham and his ſeed, ſha- 
dowed forth in the 1ſt place, the covenant of 
redemption, and the divine promiſe to the Meſ- 
. ſigh, that God would give him the heathen for 
his inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the 


earth for his poſſeſſion, make him king in Zion, 


and give him a numerous ſpiritual ſeed, and ſub- 
due the powerand kingdom of ſatan under his feet. 

2. Ir alſo typified and adumbrated the 
covenant t and Cilpenfation of Moſes, that ſuc- 


ceeded ; 
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ceeded; that mixed conſtitution of religion and Di. VIE, 
politicks, according to which, proſperity and pg II. 


glory in the land of Canaan, and the favor of 
God their king, was inſured as the reward of 
obedience to that law, and worldly curſes threat- 
ned to the tranſgreſſors of it, as a kind of new 


editjon of the primitive law of nature, a diſpen- 


ſation in ſome regards ſimilar to Adam's, yet 
deſigned to indicate the malignity of fin, the 
need of redemption, and point out the Savior, 
among other ends, it was calculated to ſerve. 

3. Txt abrahamic covenant was alſo a figure 
andemblem ofthe goſpel in its full glory : Andan 
obſcure repreſentation of the covenant and per- 
ſonal diſpenſation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; of 
the gracious method of acceptance with God, 
thro? faith imputed for righteouſneſs, and of the 
eternal bleſlings of the redeemer's kingdom: 
For ſo Canaan was a type of heaven, and the 
manner of conquering and acquiring poſſeſſion 
of it by the ſeed of Abraham, a figure of that 
m:raculous grace, which recovers ſinners from 
their bondage to corruption, ſubdues their luſts, 
delivers them out of the hands of their ſpiritual 
enemies, introduces them to the liberty of the 
ſons of God, and makes them more than con- 
querors, in the poſſeſſion of an immortal unfading 


zaheritance. 


Tnovcn it is but little we underſtand of the 
myſteries of divine providence, and the meaning 
of thoſe ancient emblematical facts, recorded in 
the holy ſcriptures, and are very liable to err, as 
vet, in our conjectures concerning them; never- 
theleſs, as it is made evident by the new-teſta- 
ment writings, that they had ſuch typical refer- 
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ences ; ſo for inſtance, the birth of Iſaac, which 
was out of the ordinary courſe of nature, po 
the fruit, not of nature, but of grace and 

mile, ſeems to be a plain index of the vil of 
Chriſt, which was miraculous and beſide the 
common laws of nature, and was ſuch an ex- 
preſſion of the grace of God, with a view to the 
eternal ſalvation of the world, in a way above 
and beſide nature, and the original conſtitution 
of things, as might fitly be repreſented by the 
ſingular favor of God to Abraham, in the extra- 
ordinary birth of Iſaac, and the vaſt emolument 
of his houſe, in a long ſeries of earthly felicity 
and glory. 

Ax further, the numerous poſterity of this 
ſon of the promile, countleſs as the ſtars, bro't 
into life, through him, in a preternatural way, 
and conducted through it by the perpetual ex- 
ertion of a miraculous providence, ſeems. to be 
not an inſignificant emblem, of the ſpiritual fe-d 
of the true Iſaac, a great multitude which no 
man can number,quickened with their Lord both 
in the moral and natural view, ſupported by a 
divine power and ſupernal influence, and final- 
ly advanced to a ſtate of immortal life and hap- 
pineſs, in ſpite of all oppoſition, obſtructions and 
numerous enemies, more formidable than the 
ſons of Anak. 

Tur ftory of Joſeph, as it is in itſelf moſt 
moving, ſo it looks like a deſigned prelude to 


the ſlavery and deliverance of the Hebrew na- 


tion in Egypt, and advancement io power and 
great poſſeſſions in Canaan : Ic ſeems allo to be 
a lively type and emblem of the humiliation and 
exaltation of the Lord Jens Chriit, and the va- 
rious 
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rious condition of all his, people, conſidered as Di. VII. 
loſt by nature, debaſed by vice, but raiſed and PA, II, 
_ dignified by grace. But perhaps more than — 
enough has been ſaid of this kind Yet we 
have reaſon to think, that after facts and reve- 
lations ſerve to diſcover to us, at this day, much 
1 myſtery and meaning in thoſe ancient records, 
45 which the people of thoſe times, were, generally 
ſpeaking, great ſtrangets to. 

So St. Paul has informed us, in this epiſtle, 
that the bond-woman and the free-woman, in 
the myſtical ſenſe, ſignify the two covenants, 
that of Moſes and that of Chriſt, the law and 
golpel] : For theſe things, ſays he, are an allegory : 
Agar is mount Sinai from whence the law was 
given, and repreſented Jeruſalem, that conti- 
nued in bondage to the law, notwithftapding 
faith was come, and the church of God was no 
longer under this ſchool-maſter. But Sarah 
* anſwered to the ſpiritual Jeruſalem and goſpel- 
a ſtate of freedom, and to the once barrenGentile 
church, which is now become numerous as the 
leed of Iſaac, and breaks forth into joy, like 
Sarah upon the proſpect of fertility, and when it 
was foretold {he ſhould have a fon. The apoſtle 
B lometimes indulges, not a little, to this typical 
5 vein of writing. | 

Tus molt ancient revelations and diſcoveries 
relative to the covenant and ſcheme of grace and 
redemption were very much elouded and con- 
cealed, in theſe figures and allegories, and wrapt 
in myſteries which were afterwards gradually 
unfolded, by events and clearer prophecies. — 
Thus it was with many of the revelations of the 


DO David, Iſaiah, Daniel and others, and 
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Of the Covenant 


Di. VII. with the typical ceremonious inſtitutions of 


A 


oſes; though they gave general intimations 


of a Savior, and afforded ſomewhat clearer views 


of the gracious diſpenſation, yet they ſeem not 
deſigned at that time to be fully underſtood and 
comprehended, but rather to prepare the way 
for the riſing of the ſun of righteouſneſs, and the 
clear day light of the goſpel, and that when the 
whole deſign was laid open to view, and no 
longer a myſtery, it might appear that one and 
the ſame uniform ſcheme of providence had been 
all along carried on in various ages, and under 
all diſpenſations, by which means the goſpel and 
the divine author of it, would come recommend- 
ed to the world, when they made their appear- 
ance, and wear the more indiſputable character 
of truth, 

Bur now ſince God has ſpoken to us * his 
ſon from heaven, he has made known to us the 
myſtery of his will, according to his good plea- 


| Fire which he hath purpoſed in himſelf ; the 


myſtery which has been hid from ages and ge- 
nerations, and by the revelation of which he has 


no ſhewn to thoſe ages that were to come, the 


exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindneſs 
towards us, through Jeſus Chriſt, according to 
the eternal purpoſe which he purpoſed in Jeſus - 
Chriſt our Lord! A moft myſterious and exten- 
five ſcheme of grace reaching to all nations, as 
ges, and the ends of the earth, comprehending 
Gentiles as well as Jews, for they are all one in 


Chhriſt Jeſus ——A ſcheme of amazing mercy 


projectedin Chriſt Jeſus, the ſeed to whom the 
promiſes are made in the covenant of our te- 
demption, and at having undertaken as our 


(St | | . redeemer, 


* 
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redeemer, became ſubject to the ſtroke of juſtice, Di. VII. 
and it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, and to pA, II. 
put him to grief. But he was wounded 


for our tran{greſſions, and was bruiſed for our 
iniquities ! And now behold, becauſe he made 
his ſoul an offering for ſin, and ſuffered the juſt 
for the unjuſt, God cauſes him to ſee his ſeed 


and the travail of his ſoul, fulfils his promiſes to - 


him, cauſes him to juſtify many, and makes 
him his ſalvation to the ends of the earth.” 
Uron theſe things, it is natural to reflect. 
1. Upon the truth and faithfulneſs of the un- 
changeable God, who remembers his covenant 
forever, and the word which he commanded to a 
thouſand generations. His word ſtands faſt in 
heaven ; he is the Lord and changes not.” He 
fulfils his promiſe both to the redeemer and the 
redeemed, both to the mediator and mankind, 
to Abraham and his ſeed ; the ſerpent's head 
is bruiſed, and the redemption of God's people 
draweth nigh. As God's mercy 1s above the 
heavens, ſo his faithfulneſs reaches unto the 
clouds, where he bas bent his beauteous bow, 
the token of his everlaſting covenant with. the 
earth. All God's works are truth and his ways 
judgment, and not one title of his law or promiſe 
hall fail till all be fulfilled, And as he has hi- 
therto ſhewed himſelf ſtrong and faithful in behalf 
of his Saints and his Meſſiah, fo we have the high- 
eſt aſſurance of the accompliſhment of all his 
purpoſes and deſigns of mercy, relative to the 
kingdom of his ſon, and the falvation of ſinners. 
None of his promiſes ſhall fail forever : The 
whole earth ſhall be filled with the glory of the 
Lord. His feed will I make to endure for- 
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ever : My covenant will I not break with mine 
anointed, nor alter the thing that is gone out of 


my mouth: Neither will I ſuffer my faithfulneſs 


Pſal. 65. 
. 


Pfal. 125. 
. 


Heb. 1.9. 


to fail.“ With unſhaken confidence therefore 
may we ſet our hope in God, who is the con- 
fidence of the ends of the earth, and of them 
that are afar off upon the ſea. In him we may 
fafely truſt, at all times, even in the midſt of 
darkneſs and ſore diſtreſs; for though clouds 
may be round about his throne, yet juſtice and 
judgment inhabit there. The Sox of his boſom, 
and Abraham his friend, who againſt hope be- 
lieved in hope, yet have not been aſhamed, but 


in different, though ſimilar views, have experi- 


enced the divine veracity, and become the fa- 
thers of many nations : And it is good therefore 
for a man, both to hope and quietly wait for the 
ſalvation of God. For blefled is the man that 
truſteth in the Lord: They that truſt in the 
Lord ſhall be as mount Zion which cannot be 
moved: 'For © as the mountains are round a- 
bout Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord is round about his 
people, from henceforth even for ever.“ 
Ap the faithfulneſs of God ſhould be the 
matter of our imitation, as well as the object of 
our confidence : Nor can we reaſonably wait and 
hope for his promiſe, unleſs we are concerned to 
reſemble him in his truth, It was faithful Abra- 
ham that received the promiſes, and concernin 
him, who 1s the root and offspring of Abraham, 
as well as David, God the father teſtifies ſaying, 
thou loveſt righteouſneſs and bateſt iniquity, 
therefore' God, even thy God hath anointed 
thee with the oil of gladneſs above thy fellows.” 
ef ds. Kaas 2. THE 
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and revealed in the holy ſcriptures, is ſomething 
more than the religion of nature, and vaſtly ſu- 
perior to any ſyſtem of morality dictated by the 
unaſſiſted reaſon of mankind. For it takes 
place in conſequence of the defection of nature, 
and the ruin of her conſtitution; it was planned 
in the council of heaven, and depends upon the 
eternal covenant and mutual compact of God 
the father and the ſon ; it is quite out of the 
road of reaſon and above all her reſearches, and 
ſo far forth as redemption and grace are concern- 
ed, it is matter of pure revelation. 
Tux religion of nature, ſince ſin entered into 
the world, is a lame, puzled, imperfect thing: 
And though every genuine principle and duty 
of nature, makes an eſſential part of the goſpel- 


inſtitution ; yet nothing but the chriſtian reve- 


lation added to reaſon, and nature ſupported and 
aſſiſted, by that gracious hidden myſtery which 
the ſcripture has unfolded, can furniſh out to us 
a finiſhed ſyſtem of religion and divinity. The 
goſpel or diſpenſation of grace in general, is the 
revelation of a myſtery, if we may believe St. 
Paul, who often aſſerts it. But natural religion 
cannot with much propriety be called a myſtery, 
and I think with leſs reaſon may it be ſtiled the 
revelation of a myſtery. | n ert 

Tusk thiags ſo nearly coincide with what J 
delivered to you, ſome years ago, upon the ſame 


ſubject, in my laſt diſcourſe from the doxology 


in the laſt of Romans, that to anſwer a double 
purpoſe, [ſhall now give you the remainder of this 
| reflection, 


233 


2. Tur ' ſecond reflection is this, That DiiVII. 
the myſtery of our redemption, and ſcheme PA. II. 
of grace and ſalvation, projected in Chriſt Jeſus, wu 
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Di, VII. reflection, in my own. words at that time, & upon 
PA. II that occaſion. If they then, ferved any ſpecial 
Wop and valuable end, through the good dilpoſition 


of the hearers, they may now probably anſwer a 
better, not only in confirming your opinion, in 
the high eſteem and veneration I have of goſpel 
myſteries, and of that ſupernatural ſcheme of 
grace and falvation, unfolded in the ſcriptures ; 
but alſo to rectify any miſconſtruction, and bad 
uſe that ill minded perſons may have endeavor- 
ed to make of what was then offered, in ſimpli- 
city and godly ſincerity. My words, without 
the leaſt variation, as they are now written, and 
were then delivered, are as follows. 

« Taz goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt is a fund of 
glorious light and grace, and every way greatly 
{ſuperior to the meer light and religion of nature. 
It is the beſt news that ever reached the world, it 
comes from heaven to earth,and is brought by no 
meaner meſſenger than the only begotten Son of 
God himſelf, and it relates to affairs of the higheſt 
importance & conſequence, and is matter of uni- 
verſal joy and triumph. What enemies there- 
fore are ſuch to mankind and to themſelves, Who 
ſet themſelves to depreciate this revelation, and 
ſet up the light of nature in oppoſition to it, as 
a better and more certain rule and guide to 
happineſs ; or who conſider it upon a level with 
human reaſon, and only as a new or. more per- 
fe& edition of nature's law and religion? How 
very much to be blamed are thoſe miniſters of 
the goſpel, who paſs over its peculiar glories, 
and thoſe unſearchable riches of divine grace it 
_ diſplays, and chiefly content themſelves with 
preaching the morality of nature, and the meer 
NY: dictates 


of Redemption. 


235 


dictates of reaſon, which, tho' part of the religi- Di. VII. 
on of the goſpel, yet falls vaſtly beneath that pA. II. 
revelation of the myſtery which is now made.! 


known to all nations. If this hath been my 
own fault, in any meaſure, may this ſin of igno- 
trance be forgiven. And may I be led more and 
more to the acknowledgment of the myttery 
of God, and of the father and of Chriſt !” 
And I the rather chuſe to repeat this laſt ſen- 
tence, relating ro my former apprehenſions and 
diſcourſes concerning natural and revealed religi- 
on, and my pious wiſh for further Tight in the 
goſpel myſtery, that by the bare hearing of it, you 


may at once ſee, that it plainly is not, what ſome 
people, not attending ſufficiently to the meaning 
of the words, may perhaps call it a recantatien. 
And to what was then ſaid, I would now further 
* add, let men call it what they pleaſe, that u 


: my firſt engaging in the miniſterial work, my at- 


tention was much turned to the great principles of 
natural religion, which are indeed, the foundation 
principles of all true religion: Theſe, being moſt 


plain & demonſtrable in the way of reaſon, | have 
often thought detained me too much in their 
ſervice: And | have often ſaid it, occaſioned, in 
ſome faulty degree, my negle& of thoſe glories 
and myſteries, that are more peculiar to the goſ- 
| pel. And yet it is very certain, no man can 
| preach the goſpel well, that is not thoroughly ver- 
ſed in the principles of the religion of nature, and 
a negleQ here is often attended with great and 
fatal inconveniences, Neither would I be thought 
to inſinuate, fo falſe a thing, as that at any time 
whatſoever I did not preach what is peculiar to 
the goſpel, as it ſtands diſtinguiſhed from nature, 
though I may have neglected to do it juſtice. 


' I FREELY 
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Di. VII. 


PA. II. 
——— — 


neglect the doctrines and duties of natural religion 


Of the C ovenant, &c. 


I FREELY own myſelf indebted to the goſpe] 
for views and impreſſions that nature does not fur. 
niſh : And glory init, as the power of God to 
falvation : And as I am not aſhamed of that gof. | 
pel, which has occaſion many ways to be aſhamed 
of me, fo I am not aſhamed or afraid to own that 
my views of the goſpel gracious ſcheme, have 
been in ſome reſpe@ enlarged by reading Taylor”; a 4 
key to the epiſtles, however different, in the main, | 
my ſentiments are from his, as appears ſufficiently 
in the ſtrain of theſe diſcourſes. And what leads 
me particularly to the mention of this, is, 
becauſe the reading that treatiſe, ſome time be.. 
fore partly occaſioned thoſe diſcourſes abovemen- |? 
tioned, from which the foregoing paſſage is extract. 
ed. I only further add, that I mean not ever to 


_— £:- IF SB 


in my miniſtry, but yet that I may bring to you 
diſcourſes of an evangelical ſtrain, and calculated 
for the enlightning, converſion and ſalvation of 
finners, is my higheſt ambition and chief ende:- F 
vour ; even that I may come to you, fron Þ 
time to time, in the fulneſs of the bleſſing o. 
the goſpel of Chriſt, AMEN. 
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VVV 


Of the Law of Moſes, or Jewiſh 
Peculiarity, as the firſt Covenant 


under the Apoſtacy. 


CSE te NEE Se re err erate er orete en ere tenenert 


HEB. IX. 1. 
Then verily the firſt Covenant had alſo 


Ordinances of divine Service, and a 


worldly Sanctuary. 


1 conſtitution of Adam and innocence D. VIII 
A. 1. 


when conſidered by uninſpired writers in 
reference to the general diſpenſation of 
grace and ſalvation in Jeſus Chrilt, that ſucceeded 


to it, is commonly called the firſt covenant. And 


indeed it was firſt, both in order of nature and of 
time, and was a covenant of law and works, 
adapted to the character and ſituation of innocent 
and perfect creatures, in like manner as the fol- 
lowing conſticution of grace and mercy in the 
ſecond Adam is ſuited to the condition and cir- 


cumſtances of unhappy ſinners and apoſtates. 


Bur the law of Moſes, the jewiſh peculiarity, 
conſidered as prior and preparative to the chriſtian 
heavenly diſpenſation ſubſequent to it, is, by the 
inſpired author of this epiſtle, (tiled the firſt cove- 


nant 
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Of the Law of Moſes, 


D. VIII nant in our text; and ſo in the foregoing cha 


PA. I 


ter 
he calls it the firſt and the old covenant. For 


— if that firſt covenant had been faultleſs, then 


ſhould no place have been ſought for the ſecond”, 


And again, © In that he faith, a new covenant he 
hath made the firſt old.“ 

THar the ſacred author of this epiſtſe, juſtly 
ſuppoſed to be St. Paul, by the firſt and old co- 
venant, intends the Jaw of Moſes and jewiſh dif- 
penſation, not directly or principally the cove- 
nant of Adam, and original conſtitution of Jaw 
and nature, is but too evident to any one that 
reads, to need any direct proof and confirmation. 
The general deſign and governing view of the ho- 
ly writer, through this whole letterto the Hebrews, 
plainly ſhews it : For he all along ſets himſelf to 
demonſtrate the ſuperiority of our great high prieſt 
Jeſus Chriſt to the prieſts of the Aaronic order, 
and of his diſpenſation and covenant to that of 
Moſes, and conſiders the two diſpenſations of 
Moſes and Chriſt, of law and goſpe} by way of 
contraſt, giving every way the preference to the 
latter. In the beginning of the 8 h chapter the 
author gives us the ſum of what he had before 
ſpoken viz. That we have ſuch an high prieſt, 
who ſits on the right hand of the throne of the 
majeſty in the heavens, a miniſter of the ſanctu- 
ary, and of the true tabernacle which rhe Lord 
pitched and nat man“; and of which heavenly 
things the tabernacle coyenant and whole œcono- 
my of Moſes was only the example and ſhadow. 
For ſee, ſaith he, that thou make all things 
according to the pattern ſhewed to thee in the 
mount”, His law and conſtitution was only a 
copy; and its principal excellency and glory con- 
ſifted in its relation to ſomething better. But 

now 
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or firſt Covenant. 


now Fe, Chriſt hath obtained a more excellent D.VIIL 
miniſtry than that of Moſes, by how much alſo he PA. I. 
is the mediator of a better covenant, which was 


eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes”. And in the 
verſe following the text, the holy writer points 


cout the typical reference of the /abernacle appa- 


ratus, how it was a figure for the time then pre- 
ſent, and re ſpected the Meſſiah, his ſacrifice, inter- 
ceſſion and entrance into the holieſt, having ob- 
tined eternal redemption for us. 8 

Tuz word tranſlated covenant in the text, is 
in the Greek tabernacle, which becauſe it contain- 
ed the myſteries and arcana of their religion and 
peculiar covenant, being their ſanctuary, and the 
palace of Fehovah their King, is therefore uſed 
io ſignify the diſpenſation itſelf, and is ſo under- 
flood and rendere by the tranſlators. Then 
verily the firſt covenant had ordinances of divine 
ſervice and a wordly ſanfuary, 

THetRE was ſomething in that covenant that 
was werld;y and yet divine: It was a ſacred kind 
of policy, according to which religion and govern- 
ment, were interwoven with each other, and blen- 
ded together. The laws of the ſtate were the 
immediate Jaws of God their king, and therefore 
entered into the eſſence of their religion ;—thoſe 
carnal ordinances had reference to things ſpiritual 
and divine, their laws civil and eccleſiaſtical flow'd 
directly from the ſame fountain and authority, 
and the whole conſtitution was divinely calcula- 
ted to ſhadow forth a better covenant and diſpen- 
{ation that was to come, to demonſtrate the great 
evil of ſin, the need of a Savior and redemption 
by his blood, and moreover to ſerve in ſome ſort 
as a ſpecimen and revival of that ancient primitive 
diſpenſation and covenant of law and works, the 

"Wa violation 
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has had various opening gs, an 
tions '———Thar law was defigned for various 


Of "th#" Tau of. Woes, 


0% *%f" which, was the introduction of fin 
& che Wörld, and made way for the 


es ono my. and rendered it ficceffarys 1 in 


its vario;js forms. 


Wort the bale” both the 1 of Moſes and 


of Adam were fr/t covenants, confidered under 


\ different views and relations 3 but as only he. for- 


mer bears this ap ellation! in the holy ſcriptures, 


1⁰ the latter or Adamic conllitution, ought not 
to be mentioned under this title, without ſome 
mark of diſtinction, that the idea of the divine 
dilpenſations may be kept clear and unconfuſed. 


So likewiſe, foraſmuch as the preſent glorious diſ- 


penſation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as contradiſ- 


tinguiſhed ro thar of Moſes, js, in the language 6f 
ſcripture, ſtiled the new or ſecond covenant, it 
tends to create confuſion in the minds of men 
for uninſpired writers to take the liberty, to 


dc nominate the covenant and diſpenſation of grace 


in general from theſe epithets, But few have 


_ underſtanding and a judgment nice enough to diſ- 


tinguiſh aright when ideas ſo different are annexed 
to the fame terms : One being very 8 8 and 
general, the other particular, 

"ADaM's covenant, and the law in that view, 
was a conſtitution that took place prior to all d. ſ- 


| Plays of grace in a redeemer, and before occaſion 
Was given therefor: Whereas the covenapt and 


law of Moſes is no other than a part of the gene- 
ral diſpenſation. of grace in * Chriſt, which 
gradual manifeſta- 


purpbſcs, Jooking back to the firſt, and forward 
io the ſecond Adam, and theſe peculiar difpenfa- 


tions, and contamed in itfelf à diſtin ſyſtem of 
* "reſÞivn and politicks. *And this is the ſubject 


that 


—— — 


* 6 * Q 
- 
5 - „ . , 
2 1 . * bs . 2's = X So 2 * a; * r 2 
* 88 IHE * „ Ec 


— * 


e 
F 


12 


| 


4 
* _— 
++ 
+ 7 
if 
be L 


© 2 4 0 + 
oC". 
— 


» 8 «© 1 d 4 4 _ 
Sai 1 9 > 
3 rr * q 4 
— * „ * 3 * 
© OX a, rad 2, SE ts a.” 
Y n = Nn * =” e 
— 22 . . 


Lhe 


= 
2 1 . 
6 2 5 * * An 52'S Ws * wr * 8 
8 7 * 4 LAM) =Y* 4 MF. Tr A. Ge S EE = Big OS C 
72 ²˙¹·w EAESIT ELL EOS 5d EG 


or firſt Covenant. 


241 


that falls under our preſent conſideration : in ſpeak- D.VIL 


text, we may obſerve, _ | "FM 
Tnar the law of Moſes contain'd a peculiar 
covenant-diſpenſation, in reference to the houſe of 
2 Na . 
Tuna this fæderal diſpenſation was of a worldly 
political nature. 1 
Tua this covenant and Jaw of Moſes was at 
the ſame time an inſtitutien of religion, containing 
ordinances of divide ſervice. 
Tnar this diſpenſation was of a figurative and 
typical, as well as worldly and religious nature. 
I. Tus covenant and law of Moſes contain'd 
a peculiar covenant-diſpenſation in reference to the 


bl 


houſe of Iſrael, 

THz terms law and covenant are promiſcuouſly 
applied to the diſpenſation of Moſes, as well as 
of Chriſt. And indeed law and government in the 
very nature af them, involve the idea of compact 
and agreement, either virtual or explicit : and fo 
if we view the thing the other way, we ſhall find 
that in every proper covenant, including a promiſe 
and condition, there is ſuppos'd an obligation equi- 
valent ro that of a Jaw, whereby the parties ſtipu- 
lating become mutually bound to each other, and 
to the performance of the parts reſpectively aſlign'd 
them. Hence the nearly fynonimous and frequent 
uſe of the words law, covenant, conſtitution, diſ- 
penſation. | CHAR 
Bur moreover, that the diſpenſation or law God 
gave by Moſes, comprebends a covenant-conftitu- 
tion, in regard of the ſeed of Jacob to whom this 
kw was given, is aſſerted in the text. © Then 
verily the #:/7-covenant had ordinances of divine 
poi R | ſervice, 


ing to which, in ſome meaſure agreeable to our pA. I. 


1 
$\ 


The law 
of Moſes 
a covenant 
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DNL ſervice, and a worldly ſanctuary.“ The firſt co- 


Of the Law of Moſes, 


venaiit was the. hottie Worthy and difpenſation, 


n was obſerv'd before: for the apoſtſe does not 


4 


run the parallel between Adam and our Lord Jeſus 
Chtiſt, bot between Moſes and Chriſt, and the 
jewiſh. and chriſtian diſpenſations. The law he 
treats of cannot be the original conſtitution of na- 
ture and morality, conſider d in the main and 
mary view, becanſe there was a diſanulling of thar 
commandinent, and that by reaſon of the weakneſs 
and unprofitableneſs of it : becauſe that Taw made 
tiothing perfect, and under that diſpenſation there 
was a Foecetnon of prieſts, who were not ſaffer'd 
to continue by reaſon of death. Moſes was the 
mediator and manager of that covenant; and it 
ſtood only in meats and drinks and divets waſh - 
ings and carnal ordinances, impoſed on them until 
the time of reformation.—By the blood of goats 
and calves, the nigh kr prieſt then entered into the 
boly place; and fuch like — — ſprinkling "the 
unclean ſanQified ro the puri of the "fleſh : 
ic mult” therefore be the lau- of ? oſes that is in- 
tended by this firſt covenant, which had ordinances 


of divine ſervice. ARDS 


Axp this Moſaic or Jewiſh ue. is i ſo man 
words call'd a covexant, as you may read in E 
19, 5 and on, which was juſt be fore the giving the 
moral law, the ten commandments from MounSina; 
«© Now therefore if ye will obry my voice indeed, 


and keep my covenant, then ye ſhall be a peculiar 


treaſ| ure unto me above alt people, for all the earth 


is mine. And ye ſhall be unto me a kingdom of 


prieſts and an holy nation. Theſe ate the words 


Ahich thou ſhalt ſpeak utto ide thildien of Firiel. 


And Mees came and called for the elders of the 
people, 
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people, and laid before their faces all thele words D. VIII. 


hy ur together and ſaid, all that the 
th ſpok * 
words of the people unto the Lord.“ So Deut. 


29. 1. Theſe are the words of the covenant. 


which the Lord commanded Moſes . to make with 
the children of Iſrael in the Jand of Moab, befide 
the covenant which he made with them m Horeb” 
or Sinai, when he gave them the moral law in thun- 
der and terrible majefly. And at the gth v. the 


Lord exborts them by the bands of Moſes ſaying, 


Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and 
do them, that ye may proſper in all that ye do.“ 
This has reference to the judicial and ceremonial, 
as well as moral laws. And it follows, , Ye ſtand 
this day all of you, before the Lord your God; 
your captains of your tribes, your elders and your 
officers, with all the men of Iſrael; your little 
ones, your wives, and the ſtranger that is in thy 
camp,:from the hewer of thy wood, unto the drawer 
of thy water; that thou ſhouldeſt enter into 
covenant with the Lord thy God, and into his oath, 
which the Lord thy God maketh unh thee this 
day ; that he may eſtabliſh thee to day for a peo- 
ple unto. himſelf, and that be may be unto thee a 
God, as he hath ſaid unto thee, and as he hath 
ſworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Iſaac and to 
Jacob. , Neither with you only do I make this 
covenant and this oath, &c. oy. Finn 
Tuar God who called faithſul Abraham out of 
His own. idolatrous country, to go into a land in 
which he was a ſtranger, and which he ſhould after 
receive for an inhetitance - who gave him the law 


and covenant of circumciſion, as a prelude to the 


OY molaic 


en we will do. And Moſes returned the | 


which the Lord commanded him. And be geo, PA, 1. 
| 9 
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I. moſaid cxconony and inſtitution which · uns to: take) 
PX. I. place in after ages -h made a noble grant ot 
WAY the” whole land of Cansan, by promiſe to birnſel f. 
ard his heirs, whom, by faithy he ſaw would e 


8 
Gal 
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exceeding numerous, anſwerable to this extent of 
territory ho, after they were become multiplied 
as the ſtars of heaven, and had been long inſſav'd 
and greatly humbled in Egypt, to prepare them for 
roſperity and high advancement, bi ought; them 
Forth, from the i on furnace and houſe of bon- 
dage, with a ſtrong hand and ſtretehed out arm, in 
view of the admiring, ſuperſtitious nations - who 
was now conducting them by his ſpecial, miraculous 
and amazing providence, to the full poſſeſſion of the 
good land, which had been ſo long in reverſion for 
them, and the forfeiture of which pleaſant and fer- 
tite country, God was now about to take from the 
preſent abominable ſuperſtitious inhabitants, by a 
very ſingular diſpenſation : That God, I ſay, wbo 
was in ſome eminent ſenſe, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Iſaac and the God of Jacob, was gra- 
_ cioufly pleaſed, after having thus redeemed. his 
people, given them liberty and. enlargement, and 
taken them for his own poſſeſſion and inhetitance, 
to enter into a very peculiar and uncommon cove- 
nant and agreement with them, different from that 
of all other nations, and of which, ſome: intima- 
Hons had been given, in God's favourable:dealings 
With the holy patriarchs from whom they were 
deſcended. „ 28 e bas Bent! 
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Ins tenor and ſubſtance of this covenant-and. 


peculiar diſpenſation was, That in caſe they: ſhould 
adhere ſtedfaſtly to Jehovah their king, and care- 
| tully obſet ve and keep all his commandments, ſta- 
tutes and jodgments, which he gave them by the 
; hand 
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band of Moſes, his great prophet od lang ver, and D. VIII. 
not defile themſelves with the idolatries and abomi- PA. IJ. 
nations of the countries round about them, or of 


che nations among whom they were going, and whom 


rities and ſuperſlitions; then, the God of their fa- 
thers would be their God in a ſpecial and emphati- 
cal ſenſe, and would diſtinguiſh. them from all 
other nations, in earthly ptoſperity, plenty and glory. 
as much as they ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves by 
their virtue, obedience and loyalty: to God, their 
immediate king and la wygi ver. 

Tus condition of this covenant on the part of 
the Iſraelites, was conſtant obedience to thoſe laws 


and inſtructions, which God their king ſhould im- 
poſe, and which were deſigned for their peace and 


well · being. conſidered as a community: and common 


wealth, for the right adminiſtration of governmest 
wirhin themſelves, and their ſecurity againſt any 
ambitious deſigns of their neighbours; and alſo cal- 
culated for the eſtabliſnment, promotion and preſer- 
vation of the worſhip of the one true God, in op- 


poſition to all kinds of idolatry and polytheiſm, which 


was the ſcandal of the nations round about them, 


and of the world in general; and which enormous 


impiety, chis ſingular diſpenſation erected in the 
open view of mankind, was calculated to diſcoun- 
tenance and reform. | * 

Du reward promifed upon the part of God, 
their king and governor, to the obedience, faith- 


fulneſs and loyalty of his Ifraelitiſh ſubjects, was 
protection in thoſe inveluable privileges and immu- 
nities, in which they were invcited, ſecurity againſt 


evil, foreign and domeſtic, together with plepty, | 
e even all worldly proſpetity in the 


labd of Canaan. | 1s 7 008 


* 
* 


God; by their means, would expel, for 3 * 
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D:VHI. -- Tus ground and reaſon of this peculiar covenant FF 
PA. I. and diſpenſation, among other things, ſeems. ta have © +» 
been as follows: It was n notion of 1 7 
idolaters, that their te al worldly bleſſings were 
the gifts and favours of ſuch falſe and inferior dei- 
ties as they adored; and that the government of 
providence belong d to them in their ſeveral de- 
partments. Now in oppoſition to this vain af 
nation, to diſprove and counteract it, and effectually 
to convince the world of their fatal error and miſ- £ 
take, and ſhew that the great Go had reſerved _ 
this power to himſelf, as his on prerogative, this 
ſingular diſpenſation was erected, agreeable to which 
the nations might obſerve how that theſe bleſſings 
were liberally diſpenſed by Jebovah, to his. own 
obedient and willing people, fo long as they faith - 
fully cleaved to him and his worſhip, in.- oppoſition 
to all idolatry ; and that all manner of temporal 
judgments and political worldly curſes wete plenti- 
fully poured down upon them, whenever they for- 
ſook the Lord their God, broke his covevant, and 
apoſtatiz d to the baſe worſhip of thoſe dutab idols 
and ſpurious deities to wham the nations paid theſe 
devotions, and in which they. fo ſtypidly. placed their 
confidence. So that this covenant of peculiarity 
with the Jews had a double intemion, and at the 
ſame time that it was calculated to preſerve the 5 
Iſraelites from idolatry and impious ſuperſtigion, it 
tended alſo to reclaim the other nations; for the 
land of Iſrael was like a city ſet upon a chill, or; a 
candle lifted upon a candleſtick, to enligmen the 
world round about it. & eee 


Mr. Lowman. upon the givil government of the Hebrews, 
. Jays, that ** the covenant of Jehovab with the Hebrew peo- 
pPle, and their oath, by which they bound their allegſas ce to 
53 f b " k Tt | . 9 oh "IT *="Jehagab 
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= Axp altho' the Jaws converſant about that firſt D. MIII. 


or firſt Covenant. 
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© covenant and TEL inſtitution, were both moral PA. I. 
1 


and ceremoni 


T 


judicial and edcteſiaftieal, yet for- 
y 149 = ahi * >» £6844 ; aſinuch 
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Jehovah their God and king, was; that they thovld receive 


and obey the laws which he ſhould appoint as their ſupteam 
veroot ; with a particular engagement to keep therſclycs 
om the idolatry of the nations round about them, whether 


io money they had ſeen in the land of Egypt, or had 65- 


in the tations, by which they ' paſſed into the pro- 


miſed land. la keeping this allegiance to Jehovah as their 


immediate and fupreme Lord, they were to expect the bleſ- 
Gogs of God's immediate and peculiar protection, in the ſe- 


| entity of their liberty, peace and proſperity, againſt all ar- 


tempts of their idolatrous neighbours : But if they ſhould 
dreak their allegiance to Jehovati, or forſake the covenant of 


Jehovah, by going and ſerving other gods, and worthipping 


- "them, theo they ſhould forfeit theſe bleſſings of God's pro- 


_ . . teRioo, and the anger of Jehovah Thould be kindleg againſt 
the land, to bring upon it all the curſes that are written in 


this book.” —— And a little after he obſcrves, that this 


__ © common doctrine of idolatry that the ſeveral bleſfings of life 


- carne'from forne idol or demon, to whom the authority & pow- 
er of baſtowiog temporal bleſſings were committed, was of ſo 


powerful and general influence, that it became the wiſdom of 


an ioltitution, deſigned to preſerve the faith and worthip of 


the one trae God, agaioſt idolatry, to affert, that God was 


ce author of every bleſhng of life. that he had not parted 


with the 2dminiftration of providence, or given over the diſ- 


| 7 E of theſe bleſſings to any ſabordinate beings whatſoever : 
ſo that health, long life, pleoty and all kinds of proſperity 


were to be ſought for from him, as his gift, and only from 


dis blefſing and preteQion” And apretab'e to this, is the 


general ſpirit and ſtrain of the law of Moſes.” Sec Lesit. 18. 


1--—and other places. The prophet Hoſea, plainly ſbews, 
that it was their not attending to the deſigo and nature of 
the divine covenant and inſtitution with them, that the Iſra- 


.- Elites revolted to idolatry, and ſought thoſe bleſſings from 


falſe gods, which, the true Ged, and their ownGod had pro- 
miſed to their obedience and loyalty ; and therefore be 
threateos. to take away theſe bletings from them. Hoſea 


+ F: 2146 Jer. 445 17 —, 
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che finihry of bur Lord Jefar 
I. Tuis federal diſpenfarion was of # worldly 
political nature. '«\ Then verily the firft, or Moſoic 
coyenant; had a WoRT DLT fänctuary. This, it may 


Of the Law of Mofer, 


«RT ee EK LAS. Arr is N * | 
aſmuch as religion and government were here 


diate king and governor, as "well as otily objedt 


PA, I. © blended together, and God was nite Rage. 

E 
religious worſhip, the moral and ritual las ſeem 
do be, of conſequence, all civi/ laws, and the civil 


or ſtatute laws, all Jaws of religion and piety. Her 


are indeed, in this peculiar economy; t 


* 


was confined to the preſent life and world. 


Ir is however 


this peculiar covenant with the people of Iſrael, did 
in any meaſure diſſolve their relation to God in other 
reſpects, or their connection with Abtaham or his 
SEED, to whom the promiſes were made: Stillthey 
were under the obligation of the law of nature, in 
the ſame manner as before, except that thoſe obliga- 
tions were ſtrengtbned by revelation,” and auifora- 
tative impoſitiom Still their intereſt in the bleſſings 
of the Abrahamic covenant was the fataey and they 
were under that general diſpenſation of grace and 
redemption that took place from the beginning, 
- which had reference to things inviſible and eteryal :- 


| *Fefas Chriſt t 


0 . . 


1 
IS 


6 
* | ſeveral. 
- kinds of laws, which, in other ſtates and nations, are 
called civil and eccleſiaſtical, moral and peſitive, bur 
theſe diſtinctions, in the preſent cafe,” are not ſo 
conſiderable and apparent. And as all theſe laws 
deriv'd immediately from the ſame authority; ſo 
there was a ſpecial view, in which the reward even 
of morality and religion, under that diſpenſation, 


no means to be underſtood that 


aud indeed the covenant and peculiarity-of 
Mofes, was typical of, and preparative to, the new 
covenant, io es preſent | 4 Vas and glory, under 
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be bſtrvod, is right the reverſe of chat is afütmed P. VIII. 
> of theiſheceeding diſpenſation of our Lord Jeſus PA. I., 
> Chriſt; the great antitype of Moſes ; fon that is fe. 
7” preſented as; a cpr beaveoly diſpenſation and... 
copenant, of which the former was, but the exaM- The law 
ple aa ſhelow., being the pattern from whichMoſes of Moſes 
copod his inſtitution, and which better covenam ib its peca- 
and economy; bis was to reſemble and preſigure: —_— q 
Thie is plainly/intimatedin the chapter immediately ding. 
before x text, — There are prieſts that offer 
gifts according to the law : who ſerve unto the ex- 
- "ample and ſhadow of .heavenly things, as Moſes 
was admoniſhed of God, when he was about to 
make the tabernacle. . For ſee, faith he, that thou 
make all things according to the pattern ſhewed to 
thee in the mount. But now hath HE obtained a 
more excellent miniſtry, &c. And agreeable to 
this the Baptiſt ſaith, the law was given by Moſes, 
but grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Leas law and covenant of Moſes was of a low 
and worldly nature : it reſpected temporal viſible 
good and evil things ——— contained promiſes and 
threatnings of earthly bleſſings and curſes—it had 
reference to the well and ill being of the ſeed of 
Abraham, in che land of Canaan, which was the 
type of heaven related to political matters, to civil 
common thipgs, and their worldly proſperity or ad- 
verſity, according to ſtipulation, was io be anſwera- 
ble io theit 1 or diſloyalty, their obedience or 
diſobedience to Jehovah, their political head and 
goyernor. For God, it muſt be remembered, was 
not meerly then a God and king, in the ſame ſenſe 
that: he is che moſt high over aſi the earth, the ſu- 
preme moral ruler. of the univerſe, as well as the 
natural Lord of it, inſpecting the heart, and govern- 


ing 


1. 
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Of the Law of Meſes, 


D:VILL. ing att things in the kingdom of his providence, re- 
PA. I. laive-:to ſoul and body; fo this World and another 
A 


But he was their king and law-giver, in « {peril 
and peculiar view, as obſerved before, their cetr: 
ral civil ſovereign, as other nations have their prin- 
ces and law-givers ; and he accordingly ſubjecded 
them to civil temporal laws, and an inſtitution of 
this world, that had relation to their commatiwealth 
and their condition in this life: typical indeed of 
heaven and eternal things, and that ſpiritual diſ- 
penſation of the redeemer that was ſoon t ſucceed. 
This is what is called the ſewiſb peculiarity ;—— 
that firſt covenant which gives place to a ſecond: 
the law of Moſes in its proper and reſtrained ſenſe: 
—and Fanus like, had a double face, looking back 
to and reſembling the original covenant of nature 
and works, and looking forward alſo to the heave n- 
ly diſpenſation 2 to come, as an apt type and 

prefiguration of it. | CRE 
Tuo' what was hinted before muſt not be for- 
got, that this peculiar worldly covenant and ſanctu- 
ary, did by no means diſſolve the obligation of thi: 
people to the divine law, confider'd in the moral 
and eternal view of it, or in the Jeaſt alter their 
Gtuation in regard of God and the covenant of 
his grace, as he is the Lord of the univerſe, Not- 
withſtanding this fingular diſpenſation, that diſtin- 
guiſh'd people ſtood in the ſame relation to ths 
Jaw of nature, and the goſpel promiſe to Abraham, 
that they did before. 3 

So that it ſeems, the obedience and diſobedience, 
the loyalty and diſloyalty of the Iſraelites reſpe&s 
ed the law of God in a double view, and comes 
under a two-fold conſideration, viz. as this law was 
the peculiariiy of that diſtinguiſhed covenant- people, 


and 
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val favor of God, and acquire a title to the bleſſings 
of his inviſible kingdom, to life and happineſs in 
the heavenly. Canaan, the new Juruſalem. By a 
due and facred obleryance of the law of God, ac- 
tording to the moſaic inſtitution, they had a cove- 
. nant aiſurance of political glory and proſperity and 
all earthly bleſſings ; much greater than other na- 
tions had. under the government and protection of 


their- earthly viſible monarchs : But nevertheleſs 


nothing could inſure to them a happineſs and glory 
beyond this world, the everlaſting bleſſings of the 
covenant of grace and redemption, but a divine 
virtue, a, rightesuſneſs truly moral, a ſincere piety 
and obedience, perform'd towards God, conſider'd 


not meecly as ibeir temporal ſovereign, but as moral 


univerſal governor, the great Lord of nature, to- 


gether wich ſome degree of faith and hope in him, 
thro* the promiſed Meſſiah, to whom their cove- 


. nant and conſtitution under Jehovah their king, 
. had. ſuch evident and abandant reference. 

-.., Tmar wonderful. theocratical government ad- 
miniſtred immediately by God himſelf, in a way fo 


ſiogulat and diverſe from all others, and yet ſome- 
„ | thing 


251 


232 Of the Law of "Moſes, 


D VIII. thing. Gmilar, to his treatment of, and treaties with 
PA. I. the holy patriarchs and good men of old, to whom 
be ſpake as it were face to face, by an audible voice 
from the Shechinah, the cond of glory, which was 
a lively ſymbol of aur Lord's glorified A : 
This divine government'of the Hebrews, ' I ſay, 
ſo unuſual. in its nature and adminiſtration, ſeems 
to have been a deſign'd emblem of, and prelude to 
the kingdom and goyernment of the ſon of God in 
human nature, when he ſhould appear as King in 
Zion, and take upon him the viihle charafter of 
mediator of the new-covenant. be of 
\ IT might be obſerv'd alſo on. the other hand 
hat the rebellion of that peculiar and diſtinguiſhed 
people, their diſobedience to the laws of God, and 
unfaithfulneſs in the covenant of Jehovah, expos'd 
them, in ſome ſpecial ſenſe to temporal political 
curſes and judgments, and over and beyond this to 
future and eterual puniſhments, at leaſt equally with | 
other tranſgreſſors, anſwerable to that double cha- 
racter, in which they ſtood related to God, as their 
temporal and eternal king. And herein that old 
diſpenſation which is vaniſh'd away, typified the 
new, and Jews were the figures of chriſtians; foe 
as their covenant-relation God was a high aggra ?- 
vation of their crimes, ſo the wilful tranſgreſſions | 
and rebellion of chriſtians under the new- teſtament 
and adminiſtration of the ſon of God, renders them 
- fill mote obnoxious to the divine vengeance. 
For if the word ſpoken by an cls was fedfaſt 
and every tranſgreſſion and KlobeFence received 4 
- juſt pecompence of reward; how ſhall we eſcape 
i we-negleR. fo great falvation, which, at the ft 
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Heb. 2. began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirm- 
* - ed usto us by them that heard him. 
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Wir I bave hinted at, may perhaps come re. PIII 


commended” and explained, by a quoration from PA. I. 
ths pious and learned Dr. Watts. Tis evident, 
Boks: that God govern'd the Jews with regard 
temporal bleſſings, and temporal curſes, in the 
Way of a covenant of works. As to the external 
_ temporal flare of theſe perſons, their church 
and their nation, they were under a covenant of 
works; and God who was their king and political 
head, dealt with them from time to time, in ſaving 
them, or in puniſhing them, acccording to their 
works.. If it be objected that God allowed of 
their repentance for ſin, in this his law or covenant, 
as their, king, and ſometimes. he ſaved the nation 
upon their repentance, and therefore jt muſt in- 
_ clude the gaſpel or covenant of grace; yet I an- 
ſwer it may ſtill be called a covenant of works, be- 
© caviſe,a nicer external viſible humiliation and re- 
formation, without a real penitence at heart, was 
. accepted by God as their king. as ſufficient to divert 
divine judgments from the nation, and ſometimes 
From particular perſons, who had provok'd God's 
_ anger by external and viſible iniquities. 1 King 21. 
29. Sceſt thou how” Ahab humbleth himſelf ?: I 
Will not bring this evil in his days; whereas all his 
humiliation was his rending his cloaths, wearing of 
_. Tackcloth, aud Faſting, and a little outward appear- 
..ance of reformation, but ?tis evident his heart was 
not changed. It may be granted indeed, he goes 
on, there was much grace and mercy mingled in 


Alus political Jaw or covenant of life, between God 


as a civil King, and Iſrael as his ſubjects in this 


world; but fill this was nor the goſpel or covenanc 


* of grace. and ſalvation, wh reby the pious Jews 
- wee laved from the wra:h of God, as their ſpiritu- 
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ab Lord and ruler in the other world, and whereby 
they bad their fins Neger , and were made par- 
takers of eternal life; for the rites of the law could 
not cleanſe the confeience from ſin in the fight of 
God. Heb. 9. 9. The worrds alfo of Mr. Stack - 
houſe, upon the preſent ſubject, are worthy of no- 
tice, ſays he, That God was related to the Jews 
in a peculiar manner, and not as he is the univerſal 
ruler of the world, is manifeſt, from the diſtinguiſh- 
ing marks and glory of a ſovereign, which he was 


then pleaſed to àſſume. The tabernacle, which was 


placed in the middle of their camp, in the wilderneſs, 


had thereby as much the appearance of a general tent, 


asof a temple: that pillar which was ſometimes dark, 
and ſometimes luminous, was, as it were, the ſignal 
which he gave them ; for they marched at the com- 
mandment of the Lord, and at his commandment 
they pitched and kept guard about him. When 
the temple was built, the Jews gave it the name of 
Hetel, which ſignifies a palace: the ark that was in 
it, was the throne on which he ſat; and the man- 
ner wherein he cauſed himſelf to be ſerved, gave 


ll à greater appearance of ſovereignty. As a king, 


he had his captains, his ſoldiers, his guards; he 
eſtabliſhed officers of all kinds; reſerved to him- 
ſelf the tenths, and firſt fruits of all things; impoſ- 
ed a tribute upon every head; made laws for no 
other end but his own worſhip ; appointed prieſts 


ar levites, almoſt innumerable to attend his ſer- 
vice; and required that all the firſt-· born ſhould be 


devoted to him. In ſhort the moſt powerful mo- 
*narch upon earth cannot be attended with more or- 


der and magnificence, than God was ſerved with in 
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the tem ple.“ Thus he, 
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Tur reaſon that this old covenant or Moſaic 
/ 2 ;jaftitution, is ſo commonly called a theacracy ot go- 
vernment of God, is becaufe he condeſcended to be- 
r come their immediate king. gave them laws from 
his own oracle, iſſued orders {as his court, exacted 
HHobedience and civil and military duty, inſtituted 
worldly puniſhments, and conferred temporal fa- 
vours and bleſſings in character of ſupreme civil 
- magiſtrate, and commander in chief over the com- 
© monwealth of Iſrael, And therefore we find, that 
> when king David is ſpeaking of the ſucceſſon of 
Solomon his fon, r Chron. 28. 5. ſays, he was 
= choſen to ſit upon the throne of the kingdom of the 
Lord over Iſrael. 
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III. IIS covenant and law of Moſes was D. VIII. 
* at the fame time. an inſtitution of PA. II. 
| religion, containing ordinances of SAL 
divine ſervice. “ Verily then the Firſt covenant 
had ordinances of divine ſervice”. ys 
"ALTHOUGH civil government among men, 
in the general nature of it, be a divine ordinance, 
and has ſome connection with religion, in all thoſe 
varjous form ef adminiflation that obtain among 
all nations; and civil virtue, and obedience to 
government. has a remote relation to piety, and oy. 
we are to ob-y every o:dinance of man for the ant. 
Lord's fake; yet the c'vil government of the 
Kingdom of Iſrael under Jehovah, their immediate 
Feing, was neceſſar ly blended and interwoven w:th 
reeſigion and piety, in a ſenſe and degree, which 
N cannot be truly affirmed of any other political 
conſtitution that ever obtained in any nation or 
countey upon the face of the eartb. Other kings 
and governors are men and not Gods, and ibouah 


* their 
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Din. their charader requires civil duty and homage 


PA. II. from their ſubjects, yet they are, by no means, 


of Chriſt. * E 
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the objects of a divine adoration; hoe ver ſome 
arrogant aſſuming princes have blaſphemouſly 
pretended to divine honours, and upon principles 
of policy or ſuperſtition, have been profanelydeified 
by ſome of their fawning courtiers and paraſites. 
But Jehovah being the Gop as well as king of 
Iſraeſ, this double character, at the ſame time, 
equally; beſpoke, all religious: as well as civil ho- 
mage and ſervice. It could not otherwiſe be, 
Jecing God himſelf who is the univerſal object of 
religious worſhip,was the immediate king of Iſt ael, 
but that their polity ſhould be religion, and their 
religion polity. And though it is not difficult to 
diſtinguiſh between thoſe laws which had a ſpeci- 
al a ea to government, and thoſe which had 
a more eſpecial relation to religion and piety, 
pe as obedience to thoſe ſeveral laws, was per- 
oi med to the ſame divine object, it was, as hinted 
before, at the ſame time, both a civil & ſacred ſer- 
vice :—A religious as well as political inſtitution. 
_ Bur, nevertheleſs, the religion of the 
Jews comes under. a further conſideration than 
meerly as it ſtood in connection with their policy, 
and made à part of their peculiar national cove- 


vant and diſpenſation :—Beyond- this, true pie-y 


and the religion of the heart reſpeted God as the 
eternal ſovereign, the moral righteous: governor 
of the univerſe, whole kingdom rules overall, and 
as ſuch only, it muſt be remembered, their faith 
and obedience towards him was connected with 
his everlaſting favor, and gave them an intereſt 
in the bleſſings of the covenant of Abraham and 
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Ar would be too much upon this occaſion to go D VII 
into 2 particular conſideration of all the parts and pg II. 


las, ceremonies and ſervices that related to that 
the jewiſh feſtivals and 
ſolemn days and ſeaſons, ſabbaths, new-moons and 
Holy convocations the tabernacle and temple, 
the places of their religious worſhip and ſervice, 
together with the furniture veſſels, parts and grand 
apparatus of the ſame their various kinds of 
objations and ſacrifices, Rated and occaſional, whe- 


ther offered by way of praiſe or expiation 
their prieſts and miniſters of the ſanctuary, with 


their order, offices and employments, &c. | 


It will be enough to obſerve, in general, ſome- 
thing concerning the 7ypical nature of this diſpen- 
fation, and that without deſcend.ng very much 
into particulars : Which was the next and Jaſt 
thing to be - conſidered. 

IV. Trrs diſpenſation was of a figurative and 
typical as well as worldly and religious nature. 

TrarT the law of Moſes or jewiſh covenant 
of peculiarity. called the firſt covenant, with a re- 


appendages of the religion of the law of Moſes, 
— aid od covenant— the eccleſiaſtical | 


ference to the ſucceeding better covenant of our Te 1., 
Lord Jeſus Chrift in perſon, was a diſpenſation typical of 


preſent 'other and higher matters and diſpenſati- 
ons, is very evident from the whole ſpirit and 
{traia''of this epiſtle. The holy writer in the 
verſes immediately following the text, gives a 
ſomewhat. particular deſcription of the taberpacle 
and temple, with their parts, uſes and contents, 
and the meaning of the holy Ghoſt in theſe ſha- 
dows and reſemblances. 

5 8 ©« THEY 


of yo and figures, di ſigned to point out and re- the goſpel 
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PA. II. nances of divine ſervice, and a worldly ſanctuary. 
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Of the Lau of Moſes, 
HEN verily the firſt covenant had alſo ordi- 


For there was a tabernacle made, the firſt “r the 


firſt tabernacle was conſtructed' wherein was the 


candleſtick, and the table, and the ſhew-bread ; 
which is called the ſanctuary. And after the ſe- 
cond vail, the tabernacle which is called the holi- 
eſt of all”, was prepared: Which had the golden 
cenſer, and the afk of the covenant overlaid round 
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about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that 7 the 
had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the | © tic 
tables of the covenant ; and over it the cherubims the 
of glor / ſhadowing the mercy-ſeat : Of which we ing 
cannot now ſpeak particularly,“ ſo as to paint cut up 
their uſe and myſtical meaning. Now when thels gol 
things were thus ordained, the prieſts went always rig 
into the firſt tabernacle, accompliſhing the fervice dre 
of God: But into the ſecond w-37 the high prieſt Lo 
alone, once every year, not without blood, which the 
he offered for himſelf and the errors of the peo- abt 
ple. The holy Ghoſt, this ſignifying, “ or m the 
ing bereby this manifeſt to us,” that the way into the 
the holieſt of all was not yet made manifeſt, « or» ter 
brought to light,” while as the firſt tabernacle was my 
yet ſtanding: Which was a figure for the time at 
then preſent, in which were offered both gjt's wa 
and facrifices, that could noc make him that did = his 
the ſervice perfect, as pertaining to the conſcience, ark 
which ſtood only in meats and drinks, and divers hui 
waſhings, and carnal ordinances, impoſed on them nat 
untill the times of reformation. But Chriſt being the 
come, an high prieft of good things to come, by a We der 
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made wit div 
hands, that is to ſay, not of this building; neither * ove 
by the blood of goats and calves, * which procured | tow 


the bl:ſſings of that old covenaut, but by his ow" 
4 blood, 
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or fir C ovenant. 


obtained” not a temporary, but an © eternal re- 
demption for us“ in virtue of this all-atoning 
bload. 

„ Thar all this rich furniture of the taber- 
nacle, was but a ſhadow of heavenly things, and 
had great and worthy myſteries couched under it, 
the ſame ſacred author teſtifies ; and as He par- 
ticulariſes ſome of them, we may, without forcing 
the alluſion, ſuppoſe, that the altar of burnt- offer- 
ing ſignified the great expiatory ſacrifice of Chriſt 
upon the croſs. The altar of incenſe and the 
golden cenſor, his powerful interceſſion at the 


Þ right hand of God; the laver and table of ſhew- 


bread, the two chriſtian ſacrifices, baptiſm and the 
Lord's ſupper : And the candleſticks and lamps, 
the gifts and graces of the holy Spirit, with that 


=> abundant light, which is the peculiar bleſſing of 
the goſpel. More eſpecially the inmoſt part of 
the tabernacle, whereinto the high prieit only en- 
== tered, was a more lively repreſentation of the great 


* myſteries of the goſpel. The holy of holies was 


a type of the cœ eſtial manſions above: The vail 
was the fleſh of Chriſt, which when rent, ſignified 


® his death, which opened us a way into them: The 
ark repreſented the divine prelenee, reſiding in 


human nature: The oracle was the word incar- 


nate, revealing the will of God; the mercy-ſeat, 
the merits of Chriſt, ſhielding us from the con- 
. demnation of the law, and conſequently from the 
divine diſpleaſure ; and the cherubims hovering 
over the ark, and looking down with their faces 


77 towards the mercy-ſeat, God's protection of his 


S 2 church, 


blood, He entered in once into the holy place,” D.VIIT 
that is heaven, and not annually, as the high prieſt pA, II. 
did into the tabernacle made with hands, having 


Of the Law of Moſes, 


| P. vin church, by the miniſtry of the bleſſed angels, who 
PA. II. are deſirous to pry into the myſteries of the goſpel. 
la word, the preſence of God with his people, 


the glorious undertaking of his ſon, the gracious in- 
fluence of his bleſſed ſpirit, and the ſtate of the chri- 
ſtian church, both here and hereafter, are ſet forth 
in the ſeveral things, contained in the different 
partitions of the moſaic tabernacle ; and though 
other ſpiritual meanings may poſſibly be affixed to 
them, yet that the explication which we have 
offered, is not precarious and fanciful, we have 
this epiſtle to the Hebrews to produce, where we 


find moſt of theſe ſacred myſteries thus unfolde 
and explained,” 


\Moreover the moſaic covenant and diſpenſa- 
tion, in that peculiar view, in which it has been 
conſidered, was a figure and type of the chriſtian 
goſpel-covenant and diſpenſation, in that pet fect 
ſtate of it, that ſucceeds the j:wiſh : And the 
former was calculated to ſhadow forth and point 
out the nature, properties, parties and mediator of 
the latter ; as well as to be a preparative and in- 
troduction to it, in like manner as the diſcipline 

of a ſchool ripens and prepares minors for manhood 
and the important affairs of higher life, and mor: 
:dvanced age. We learn from the author of ibis 
epiltle, that hat ſanctuary was a figure for the 
time then preſent, that the law was only a ſhadow 
of good things to come, the example and ſhadow 
of heavenly things. He runs the parallel between 
Moſes and Chriſt, and the levitical and chriſtian 
prieſthood. The apoſtle and high prieſt of our 
profeſſion, Jeſus Chriſt, was faithful io him that 
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ed the more precious blood of the new. 
purity and impurity had reference to moral. 


or firſt Covenant. 


. appointed him, as alſo Moſes was faithful in al] 
his houſe. Moſes as a ſervant in the houſe of pA. II. 
God; Chrift as a ſon over his own houſe. They | 
were both mediators, each of his reſpective cove- 
nant, one prior to and figurative of the other. 


And therefore theſe ſeveral covenants are conſider- 


ed and mentioned in the relation of firſt and ſecond, 
old and new, in regard and reference to each other. 


The legal prieſts were many; even among theſe 


high prieſts there was a ſucceſſion, for they were 


not ſuffered to continue by reaſon of death : Bur 
this man, Jeſus, the high prieſt of our profeſſion, 
continueth ever, and hath an unchangeable prieſt- 
hood. The blood of that old teſtament, prefigur- 


Fleſhly 


The obedience of the law to the obedience of the 
goſpel, and the temporalities of that ear7hly diſpen- 
jation, to the eternal conſiderations of the heavenly. 

It, Tu the mediator of the firſt, the old or 
jewiſh covenant, was a type and figure of the 
mediator of the fecond new or chriſtian covenant 
that has ſucceeded to it. There is an evident 
reſemblance, in many things between Moſes and 
Chriſt, the authors of thele different ſucceſſive 
diſpenſations. Accordingly Moſes prophecies ſay- 


ing © The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee 


a prophe:, from the midſt of thee, of thy bre- 
thren like unto me, unto him ye ſhall hearken”, 

Mossxs for inſtance was the ſavior and delive— 
rer of his brethren the children of Ifrael, from 
a temporal thraldom, in Egypt, the houſe of bon- 
dage, reſembling the eternal redemption of man- 
kind, from ſpiritual ſlavery and bondage to fin 
and death, by Jeſus Chriſt, who has become our 
elder brother, and took our nature upon him. 
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262 Of the Law of Moſes, 


D.VItI1 Tarxx was ſomething ſingular in the beauti- 
pA. II ful form, uncommon preſervation, and ſhining wiſ- 
dom of Mole; that typified im, who is the faireſt 

among ten thouſand, who is the wiſdom as well as 
power of God, and for whoſe infant life, the di- 
vine providence intereſted itſelf in a preternatural 
way. Moſes was © exceeding fair”, or fair to God 
as the greek is, ſo was our Lord altogether lovely: 
A divine brilliancy was upon the The of Moſes 
when he deſcended from the Mount, which the 
Iſraelites could not bear; and ſtill more bright 
and glorious was our bleſſed Lord's appearance 
upon the mount cf transhguration ; grace was pow- 
ered into his lips, and he had the ſpirit without 
meaſure : God ſaved the life of Moles from the 
cruel hands of Pharaoh, by a wonderful provi- 
dence, and ſo by a divine direction to his parents, 
be preſerved Jeſus, when Herod ſought the 
young child's lite. 

Moss devoted himſelf moſt intirely to the 
ſervice and welfare of his countrymen, he quitted 
the court of Egypt, refuſed to be called the ſon 
of Pharaoh's daughrer, and renounced his claim to 
the crown and treaſures of that great and oppulent 
kingdom ; he in a ſenſe gave himlelt for his peo- 
ple and nation, practiſed great ſelf- denial, quitted 
his honors and advantages, riſqued his life, and 
entertained ſuch an ardent affection and love for 
them, as nothing in the world was able to cool 
and alienate : ** He choſe rather to ſuffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the plea- 
ſures of ſin tor a ſeaſon :* And ſuch in kind but 
infinitely greater in degree, is that love of Chriſt 
to us, which paſſes knowledge— Which hath 
heighth and depth and length and breadth incon- 

FR | e ceivable; 
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ceivable ; for he ſo loved us as to leave his fa- D. VIII 
ther's boſom, the joys of heaven and all the ho- pA, II. 
nors and glories of the court above; ſo loved 
us as to aſſume our nature, dwell in our world, | 
and bear our puniſhment and diſgrace, lo, 
as to enrich us by his poverty, heal us by his 
ſtripes, and redeem us by his blood; in a 
word, ——ſo, as to give his life for our's, and 
make of himſelf, on our account, an offering and 
a ſacrifice to God of a ſweet- ſmelling favor | 

Mos ks reſembles Chriſt as a lawgiver king and 
judge, a prophet, prieſt and interceſſor, the lea- 
der, the ſhepherd, the defender of his people. 
The jewiſh law-giver and mediator received his 
law and inſtitution, immediately from the hands 
of God, in the Mount, being as it were taken 
up td heaven, to converſe with God face to face; 
that he might the more exactly reſemble and 
prefigure the ſon of God who came down from 
heaven, and has ſpoken to us in theſe laſt days, 
who was in the beginning with God and was 
God, and was ſent into a world, corrupted and 
apoſtate, like Iſrael at mount Horeb, to declare 
that divine will to it, which he received from 
his ineffable union with the father, before the 
ages of time. 

II. Tur vaſt purity and punctilious cleanli- 
nels, relative to the body and outward man, ſo 
ſtrictly enjoined in that worldly ſanctuary : Fleſh! 
The great niceneſs and frequent waſhings, ba- ks & 
things and ceremonious purifications, required impurity 
under that diſpenſation, together with ſacrifices YPical of 
and oblations for thoſe carnal defilements, which, oo. 
in their own nature were no pollutions or fins, 
only as they were tranſgreſſions of that (to them ) 
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D. VIII facred, but peculiar ceremonious law and cove- 
PA, II. nant :—— The external exactneſs, cleanneſs and + 
C=4— purity of that diſpenſation, I ſay, and the ſacrifi- 15 
ces and oblation relative thereto, ſerve in a 3 

very ſtriking manner to point out that moral 

purity of heart and eleanneſs of hands, that 1s re- 

quired and enj»ined under the goſpel, and which 

indeed is neceſſary under all diſpenſations in or- 

der to the divine acceptance and favor, together 

with the abſolute occaſion there is for ſome effectu- 

al ſacrifice for ſin, This peculiar covenant diſpen- 

ſation, is calculated to remind us of the greatneſs 

of our ſpiritual impurity, the corruption of our 

inner man, our great aptneſs to contract pollu- 

tion, and the perpetual danger we are in of de- 

filing ourſelves, with ſin, in this degenerate and 

bad world. It teaches us alſo the mighty 

latitude and extreme holineſs of the divine law, 

how that it extends to all things, toevery thought 

and action, to every power and faculty. It 

ſhews the great diſpleaſure of God at vice, of all 

| kinds and denominations, the abſolute repug- 

nance of it to his immaculate nature and holy 
will, and his ſure reſentment of every iniquity 
and abomination. What is the natural language 
of this ceremonious diſpenſation, but this, that 
God is a jealous and holy being, of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity—T hat the tranſgreſſion 
of his law muſt be atoned—That the wicked 
ſhall not dwell in his preſence—That without 
holineſs no man ſhall fee God's face, and that 
no unclean thing ſhall enter into his kingdom ? 
Tux ritual fins and ſatisfactions of this world- 
ly covenant, at the ſame time intimate the neceſſi- 


ty 
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ty and extent of ſanctification and moral holi- = VHT 
7 neſs, and of atonement and expiation for ſin, PA, 11. 
1 in order to pardon and peace with heaven. We 
hence ſee thar ſatisfaction, as well as repentance, 
the ſheding of blood, as well as amendment of 
heart and life, are neceſſary to remiſſion of fins, 
and acceptance with God. This firſt covenant 
ſhews, that in order to life and happineſs, the 
law muſt be punctually and perfectly obeyed, or 
reparation made for the injury it ſuſtains by our 
violation of it. It plainly indicates that, as 
perfect unerring obedience to law, gives a title 
to life, on the one hand; ſo, on the other, that 
there is no hope or ſalvation for Anners, no juſti- 
8 fication in the ſight of God, but in the way of 
1 atonement and propitiation. 

III. Taz blood of the old covenant typified 
the blood of the new: The ſacrifices and offe- 
rings under that diſpenſation, pointed to. the 
great ſacrifice of theſon of God, who has waſhed 
us from our fins, in his own blood. The firſt 
covenant or teſtament, the apoſtle obſerves, was 
not dedicated or purified — blood. For 
when Moſes had ſpoken every precept to all the 
people, according to the law, he took the blood 
of calves and of goats with water and ſcarlet 
wool, and hyſop, and ſprinkled both the book 
and all the people, ſaying, this is the blood of 
the teſtament which God hath enjoined unto 
pi you. Moreover he ſprinkled likewiſe with blood, 
both the tabernac]e and all the veſſels of the 
miniſtry. And almoſt all things are by the law 
purged with blood : And without ſheding of 
blood 1s no remiſſion, It was therefore neceſſa- 
ry that the patterns of things, in heaven, ſhould 

be 
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Of the Law of "Moſes, 


D. VIII be purified with theſe ; but the heavenly things 
PA. II. themſelves with better ſacrifices than theſe. For 
- Chriſt hath not entered into the holy places made 


with hands, which are the figures of the true ; 


but into heaven it ſelf, now to appear in the pre- 
ſence of God for us: The blood of brutes ſer- 
ved the purpoſes of that low wordly ſanctuary; 
but the heavenly evangelical covenant, the new 
teſtament required better ſacrifices and more 
precious blood, anſwerable to the ſpiritual na- 


ture of the covenant and the character of its di- 


vine author. So the apoſtle argues at the 1 gth 
verſe of this chapter: For if the blood of bulls 


and of goats and the aſhes of an heifer ſprinkling 


the unclean, ſanctifieth to the purifying of the 
feſb: How much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, 
who through the eternal ſpirit, offered himſelf 
without ſpot unto God, purge your conſciences 


from dead works to ſerve the living God ? And 


for this cauſe he is the mediator of the new- 


- teſtament, &c.” 


According to the apoſtle's argument, the blood 
of Chriſt was a thing of ſuch ſuperior merit and 


virtue, as to be the ground and reaſon of bleſſings 


and purifications, as much higher and greater in 
their nature and kind, than thoſe which were the 
effects of the legal ſacrifices, as the conſcience is 
a more noble principle than the fleſh, and moral 
virtue and vice of greater conſideration, than 
meer carnal outward cleanneſs and uncleanneſs: 
As great a difference between them, as between 
things ſpiritual and common, or between this 
temporal life and that which is eternal. For as 
the ceremonial purities and impurities of the law 
vere figurative of the moral ſpiritual 3 
+ yt 
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and turpitude of the heart and life; ſo the eat 
of that legal blood of ſprinkling and purifying, 
was typical of the more glorious divine effe# of 


God, which cleanſes from all fin and every de- 
ree of moral defilement. "Thoſe inferior legal 
acrifices atoned for the violations of the law of 

Moſes, conſidered as their peculiar worldly co- 

venant, and delivered from thoſe temporal poli- 

tical curſes and judgments, to which they ſtood 
expoſed as diſloyal ſubjects, and covenant-brea- 
kers with Jehovah their king, —and that was all— 

Their virtue extended no further, For it is not 

poſſible that the blood of bulls and of goats 

ſhould take away ſin” in the moral view and 
defilement of them : And in that low ſignifican- 
cy of them, they typified and pointed out the 
higher and eternal efficacy of the blood of the 
great redeemer, which ſatisfies for moral offen- 
ces, atones the law of God, conſidered as uni- 
verſal ſovereign, and delivers tranſgreſſors, not 
meerly from preſent and temporal, but from 
future and eternal wrath and condemnation : 

And is the worthy ground of a glorious immor- 

tal life and happineſs in the heavenly Canaan, to 

all ſuch as believe in and obey him. | 
IV. Taz jewiſh nation, conſidered as God's 
peculiar covenant people, redeemed out of 

Egypt, and the hands of their enemies, brought 

nigh to God, in a ſtate of favor and freedom, 

qualified for his ſervice and introduced to his 
kingdom, through the mediation of Moſes ; are 

a type of the ſpiritual Iſrael, the children of God 

by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, even all true chriſtians 

who are actually reconciled to God by the death 
of his ſon, who are tranſlated into bis king- 
| dom 


D. VIII 
PA. II. 


that precious blood of the immaculate lamb of WYNg 


268 Of the Law of Mofes, 


DVIII. dom out of ſatan's, redeemedfrom the habitual 
PA. II. power and dominion of fin, who are ſanctified 
and created a- new in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
works, made capable of ſerving God acceptably, 
and in a ſtate of covenant-favor-with him, thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt, the mediator of the new teſtament. 
As the redemption of God's ancient people out 
of Egypt, was a figure of the ſpiritual redempti- 
on of the world inſlaved to fin and ſatan : So the 
Iſraelites thus redeemed, and related to God ac- 
cording to that old covenant, are types of the 
true Iſrael, redeemed out of the hands of their 
ſpiritual enemies, and the ſlavery of Juſt, and 
made the happy ſubjects of the grace and bleſſing 
of the new covenant, under Jeſus Chriſt. 


/ 


V. TrzrErorE that ſteadfaſt loyalty, fide- 
lity, love, and obedience, to God their king and 
fovereign, which was required of the Hebrew 
nation, in their redeemed, free and happy ſtate, 

that as the condition of the continued favor 

and bleſſing of Jehovah, under that firſt cove- 

nant, in the land of promiſe ; was an indication 

and figure of that conſtant, invincible virtue, that 

| | perſevering righteouſneſs, faithfulneſs and un- 
| fainting obedience, which is mdiſpenſably requir- 
| ed in the goſpel of all Chriſt's redeemed, renew- 
| ed people, who take hold of his covenant, ſub- 
1 ; mit themſelves to his government, and being re- 


| conciled to God by his death, look for final ſal- 
| vation through him. | 

Praraon the egyptian tyrant was a type of 
| fatan, the god of this world who detains ſinners 
pi in his ſervice : 


2 


The ſeed of Abraham going 


out of Egypt, the houſe of bondage, has a mani- 
| felt 


or Vr Covenant. 


Iſraelites after their emigration, ſeem to repre- 
ſent the chriſtian church, the ſpiritual Iſrael in 
the wilderneſs of this world, whoſe covenant- 
relation to God in Jeſus Chriſt, is anſwerable to 
that of the Jews, through the mediation of 
Moſes. 

AnD this ſpecial fæderal relation, is in both 
caſes repreſented by the covenant of marriage, 
in which fidelity is an eſſential requiſite :—As 
in the covenant of Moſes, a cleaving to the 
Lord their God, his worſhip and ways, in oppo- 
firion to all other gods, is compared to conjugal 
fidelity, and the contrary practice in runnin 
into idolatry and forſaking the Lord, is tiled 
whoredom and going after other lovers, and was 
a violation of the covenant, and forfeiture of its 
bleſſings : So in like manner, we find the new- 


covenant diſpenſation ſer forth under the ſame. 


metaphor.— Ihe church is the bride, and Chrift 
is her Lord and Bridegroom ; and as chaſtity 
and truth is expected of a bride and a wife, ſo a 
. and firm adherence to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
his truth and ways, in oppoſition to the corruption 
that is in the world through luſt, and to the 
temptations and allurements of it, is the invaria- 
ble condition of his favor, of final acceptance 
with him, and a participation of his glory; as it 
is that without which no man can or ſhall ſee 
God's face in life eternal. 

VI. and laſtly. Tnz temporal promiſes and 
threatnings, bleſſings and curſes of that firſt co- 
venant, were figurative of thoſe eternal ones con- 

rained 


ans — 


Feſtireſemblance of the ſinner's converſion toGod, DVIII. 
his tranſlation out of ſatan's kingdom into the pA, II. 
kingdom of the ſon of God's love: And the 


—_ 
— 


— * —— — IS - — — 
* — — — — — — — my 
— > n — 
" - — 
=—_— — — 
122 — — 


270 


D. VIII 
PA. II. 


—bðP/e 


Jewiſhpe- 
culiarity 
reſembied 
the primi- 
tive cove- 
nant of 
works. 


Of the Law of Moſes, 


tained in the ſecond better covenant of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. The good and evil things of that 
culiar dilpenſation, we have ſaid were of a 
worldly and civil nature, and they pointed to the 
ſpiritual and more durable bleſũüngs and curſes 
of the goſpel. In the diſpenſation of Moſes the 
unbelieving and perfidious were menaced with 
all the various kinds of bodily & political plagues 
and troubles : In the diſpenſation of Chriſt, the 
diſobedient and impenirent, are threatned with 
everlaſting deſtruction and baniſhment from the 
preſence of the Lord, even with unquenchable 
fire and the ſecond death. In the covenant of 
Moles, the bleſſings promiſed to obedience, are 
preſent life and happineſs, wealth and honor : In 
the covenant of Chriſt, the bleſſings typificd by 
the former are immortality, the true riches, an 
unfading, unalienable inheritance, in the celeſtial 
Canaan. Thus the firſt covenant typified the 
ſecond. 

Bur then moreover, the law of Moſes, that 
firſt covenant, bore ſome analogy to the primitive 
covenant of Adain, and law of nature, which was 
indeed the firſt covenant of all, the old covenant 

and covenant of works in the moſt ſtrict and 
proper ſenle. They were indeed different and 
far from being the ſame, but yet there ſeems 
evidently to be ſome ſimiliarity and likeneſs be- 
tween them. In borh theſe diſpenſations, per- 
ſonal righteouſneſs was the ground of juſtifica- 
tion, though it was peculiar to that of Moſes to 
admit of atonement & ſacrifice, in caſe of failure 
and tranſgreſſion ; - bur, foraſmuch as the offer- 
ings in thac worldly ſanctuary, were of the fin- 
ner's own property and providing, it was ac· 

| counted 


or fert Covenant. 271 


cCounted his own righteouſneſs; fo far forth re- D. VIII 
ſembling the ſtate of innocence; at the ſame time pA, II. 
that there was a pointing to the great chriſtian . 
ſacrifice, which being not of man's, but of God's 
providing, is therefore tiled the righteouſneſs of 

God; and juſtification in his ſight, by virtue of 

4 this blood, becomes a matter of free and 
pure grace, in contradiſtinction to works and 

pPerſonal righteouſneſs. 


Tux divine law, being given by Moſes to the 
children of Iſrael, under a double character, viz. 
as a worldly political inſtitution, and at the ſame 
time as the eternal law of nature and its great 
author, the Iſraeli es, might of conſequence, be 
juſtified in the former view, but not ſo in the 
latter, not even while their polity and conſtitu- 
tion laſted, much leſs the Gentiles, or themſelves, 
after that law, as their peculiarity, became null 
and void One delign of the law was to give 
the knowledge of fin and condemnation, and 

ſhew how that according to nature and ſtrict law, 
4 a finlefs obedience was required in order to life 
and happineſs; and therefore that in the ſight of 
| God, as moral univerſal governor and Lord of 
nature, no mortal ſinner, could poſſibly be juſti- 
fied, by his obedience to that law which he had 
tranſgrefſed. And accordingly we find, that 
when the apoſtle is reaſoning concerning juſtifi- 
cation by the deeds of the law, not as to the let- 
ter and jewiſh peculiarity, but as it refers to na- 
ture and the ſpirit, he makes uſe of the language 
of that peculiar diſpenſation, as being the dialect 
of proper law and a covenant of works, and de- 


ſigaed to repreſent it, as well as to ſhadow _ 
| | 1 
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292 Of the Law of Muſes, 


D.VIII the new-teſtament, and gracious method of ac- 
PA. II. ceptance through a mediator. Of this we have 
n 2 notable ſpecimen in Galatians 3. 10. and on. 2 
. They that ate of the works of the law are under | | 
the curſe.” This cannot mean the jewiſh pe- 
culiarity, for they that were after the works of | 

the law in this view, might be bleſſed in a con- |7 

formity to it, according to God's covenant and | 
promiſe : Bur it muſt intend the Jaw at large, | | 

the law of God and nature, by which ſinners are | 
univerſally condemned, And yet the apoſtle | 

proves his aſſertion by a quotation out of the | 

jewiſh law : For it is written, curſed is every 

Gne that continueth not in all things which are 

written int hebook of the law todo them.” But 

he is here ſpeaking of bleſſings and curſes, not 

of a temporal and judaical, but of an eternal and 

ſpiritual nature, for he is maintaining the right 

of all believers to the bleſſing of faithful Abra- . 

ham, whether they be Jews or Gentiles, and this 

is the goſpel-bleſſing. And he afterwards adds, 

that ©<* Chriſt hath redeemed us from this curſe ot 

the law, being made a curſe for us,” which can- 

not principally relate to the jewiſh peculiarity. 

but reſpects that curſe and condemnation for fin, 

- which extends to all ſinners, to another world, 


; and to the immortal ſoul. * 
6 We 


» Let me here Tabjoin a ſhort pertinent note of Dr. Watts, 
which he ſays, is to relieve or explain one great difficulty 
which occurs in the reading of St. Paul's epiſtles, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe to the Romans and Galatians, *«* Tis evident, 
ſays he, that when St. Paul defigns to repreſent the terms 
of the covenant of works, viz. do and live, and curſed is 
every one that continueth not in all things written in the 
dook of the law to do them; he doth it by citations 


out of the old teſtament or the jewiſh ſcriptures, 21 7 * 
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or firſt Covenant. 


We: conclude with a few brief inferences and 
reflections. 


273 
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PA. II. 


t. Ir the covenant of Moſes, that related to J 


this world, and to things only temporal and vi- 
ſible, had ſacrifices appointed to make atonement 
for tranſgreſſions and the imperfection of obe- 
dience, under that carnal diſpenſation : Then 
how much more is the blood of Chriſt neceſſary 
to juſtify believers, and expiate our guilt in the 
moral and higher view, conſidered as tranſgreſſors 
of God's eternal law and covenant ? If the Jews 
of old could not be juſtified, and become intitled 
to the temporal inferior bleſſings of their peculi- 
arity, becauſe of ſin and the defectiveneſs of their 
obedience, without the blood of bulls and of 
goats; much leſs could the ſeed of Jacob then, or 
we chriſtians now, receive a claim to the ever- 
laſting bleſſings of the new-covenant, in virtue 
of our own imperfect righteouſneſs, without an in- 
tereſt 


the language of the political coveyant which God made 
with the Jews, as he was their king, and they his nation 
or people, was the language of the covenant of works, 
— God governed them very much in that way, with 
regard to their temporal rewards and puniſhments. On 
the other hand when St. Paul gives us the terms of the 
covenant of grace or the goſpel, viz faith in the grace 
of God through a Savior, he alſo cites the old teſtament 
or jewiſh ſcriptures ; becauſe the covenant of grace or 
way of ſalvation and eternal life, was alſo preſcribed, 
though in a more obſcure manner, in the old teſtament, 
partly by promiſes made to repentance and truſt in the 
mercy of God, and a Meſſiah that was to come, and 
partly by ſacrifices and waſhings, which were types and 
hgures of repentance and pardon, through the blood of 
Chriſt, and ſanctification of the ſpirit. Thus the righte - 
ouſnels of God was witneſſed by he law and the pro- 
phets. I think ſays he. without this clue, it is impoſlible 
to read and underſtand the great apoſtle's way of arguing 
n thoſe epiſtles.“ | 


Of" the" Tau of Moſes, 


D. VIII tereſt in the ſuperlatively precious blood of that 
PA. II. lamb of God which takes away the ſin of the 
w—— world ? Surely an offering and a ſacr fice to God 


by way of atonement, mult be requiſite in this 
ſpiritual and everlaſting covenant, it it was ſo in 
that temporal and worldly ſanctuary. And moſt 
certainly, we chriſtians look in vain for eternal 
life and acceptance with God, meerly in 'virtue 
of our own performances, if ſomething more 
than this was neceſſary for the Jews, in order to 
the divine favor and bleſſing, under that low and 
political diſpenſation, Our own righteouſneſs 
cannot be a ſufficient ground of confidence to- 
wards God.—If we are juſtified in his ſight, it 
muſt be freely by his grace through the redemp- 
tivn that 1s in his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. And have 
we not as much reaſon, as well as need, to truſt 
in the blood of Chriſt, as the Jews had to con- 
fide in the blood of bulls ? If 1h7s could do the 
leſs, for them, will not ht do the greater for 
us ? If there was any virtue, in reference to re- 
ligion, in the baſe blood and ſacrifices of brutes, 
ſurely there is every thing meritorious in the 
Paſſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and without 
all doubt it is true, what St. John teſtifies, that 
his blood cleanſes from all fin, 

 24ly. Ir perſonal righteouſneſs, obedience and 
fidelity was indiſpenſably required and made ne- 
ceſſary under that firſt covenant, as the condition 
of ſharing in the preſent viſible bleſſings of that 
diſpenſation, and eſcaping the worldly. curſes of 
the ſame : Then ſurely all moral holinefs, righ- 
teouſneſs and goodneſs, and a patient continu- 
ance in ways of well doing, muſt be eſſentially 
incumbent on the character of all — 
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fych as hope to ſhare, through the grace of the D. VIII 
mediator, in the everlaſting tr of the * PA. II. 
covenant, and to ſhine in glory and immortality, — 
like the ſun, in the Bodom rr 
without holineſs and perſevering obedience, the 
Iſraelites could not ſee and enjoy the low pro- 
. miſes of earthly good; how much leſs, without 
. them, ſhall the ſpiritual Iſrael finally ſee God's 
face, taſte the joys of his heavenly preſence, and 
. a crown and kingdom that fades not 
away * 
= HR the reaſonableneſs of that reiterated 
injunction to be holy as the Lord our God is 
holy, the glorious object of our divine worſhip 
3 and joyful hope. Hence the apoſtle ſo earneſtly 
L beſeeches his chriſtian brethren, to preſent their 
bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
> God, which is their reaſonable ſervice : And not 
to be conformed to this world, but to be tranſ- 
formed by the renewing of their minds. Hence 
the goſpel-requirement 1s, that the fruit of the 
ſpirit be in chriſtians, in all goodneſs, righteouſ- 
neſs and truth : That they mortify their mem- 
bers which are upon earth : That they pur off 
anger, wrath, malice, blaſphemy, filthy commu- 
nication : That they put off the old man, and 
| put on the new, &c. Upon the ſame principles 
we read, that bleſſed are they that do God's 
| commandments, that they may have right to the 
| tree of life, and enter in through the gates into 
: the city: And that the unrighteous, the impure, 
the covetous and vicious of every character, ſhall 
| ' be excluded the kingdom of God. 
4 ly. AccorpinG to the foregoing conſide- 
rations, it ſeems the Jews lived under a double 
T 2 diſpenſfation, 
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D. VIII diſpenſation, viz. Their own national peculiar 
PA. II. covenant, and the covenant of Abraham which 
w—— commenced hundreds of years before, and was 


Of :he Law of Moſes, 


no other than the goſpel in its firſt principles : 

And from hence may probably be conjectured, 
the true realon why that nation were fo invinci- 
bly prejudiced .againſt chriſtianity, and att iched 
to the law of Moles, in oppcſirion to faith and 
the new-teſtament : Even becauſe they con- 
founded their covenant of works, with the grace 
of the Abraham c or goſpel-covenant, which were 
in their natures quite different and diſtinct things. 
It is a common cblcrvation, that men naturally 
hang to the firſt covenant, meaning Adam's co- 
venant, but the jewiſh peculiarity was lomething 
very analogous and conformable to that, and 
having been accuſtomed for ſo many ages, to a 
diipenlaticn, according to which they were juſti- 
fied and inti:led to wor/d!ly bleſſings, by their own 
works, righteouſneſs and facrifices; here was 
USE; or ſecond natute, ſuperadded to the afore- 
mentioned common propenſity, to ſeek righte- 
ouſneſs by the law, and in the way of works. 
If all men univerlaily incline to the conſtitution, 
« do and live,” we need net wonder to find this 
remper very prevailing in the Jews, in oppoſiti- 
on to the chriſtian ſcheme of juſtification in the 
ſight of God by grace, through faith, without 
works and perſonal righteouſneſs. This need 
not ſeem ſtrange, I ſay, if we ſuppoſe they had 
gradually brought themſelves, to look upon 
their peculiar covenant as the ſum of religion ; 
and that the right obſervance of this was the 
grand condition of the divine favor, temporal 


and ſpiritual, in time and eternity. The obedi- : 
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ence of God's law in that ſpecial and political D. VIII 
view of it, in all its parts, was properly their PA. II. 
own righteouſneſs, and fo long as they thot, Cong 


upon this foot to ſecure, and even monopolize 
the divine bleſſing, and become juſtified in all 
reſpects, they muit of courle reject faith and a 
crucified Savior. In this light we may read and 
un derſtand the apoltle, in he latter part of the 
th chap. of this epiſtle to the Romans, and the 
begianing of the 19th ; concerning liracÞs fol- 
lowing atter the law of righteouineſs, and not 
attaining to it——their ſeeking righteouſneſs, 
not by faith, but as it were by the works of the 
law, for they ſtumbled at that ſtumbling ſtone 
their going about to eſtabliſh their own righteout- 


neſs, being ignorant of the righteouſneis of God, 


which he has manifeſted without the law, as the 
apoſtle obſerves in the 3d chap. and to which 
even the law and the prophets witneſs. 
FinNALLY, we may hence form ſome juſt idea 
of what is called a legal ſpirit and/righteouſneſs, 


as it reſpects others as well as the Jews. It is a 


temper and practice reſembling that of the Jews, 
as cleaving to their Covenant of wot ks, and ſeek- 
ing juſtificat on in the ſight of God, by the ob- 


ſervance of that law, without faich in the blood 


of Chriſt. The /eza/it works upon his own bot- 
tom, and has his conidence in the fleſh : — He 
truſts to the merit of his own performances, and 
goes forth in his own ſtrength. He expects, 
tarough the goodneſs of Gol, to be juſtified in 
his light, by his works and perſonal righteouſ- 
nets, according to the original conſtitution of 


things, which was, in ſome. meaſure, exhibited - 


and held forth under the jewiſh œconomy. The 
legal repentance and righteouſneſs flows from 
2 fear 
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258 Of the Lau ef Maſes, &c. 5 
D.VIII fear and a regard to preſent intereſt; it is partial, 


PA. II. external, temporary, having no ſufficient root to 
T ſupport it; but is a vain and forc'd attempt at 
ſomething that is impracticable and impoſſible; 
for, in the /ight of God, no mortal finner can be 
juſtified, by the deeds of the law. Whereas evan- 
gelical repentance and righteouſneſs is ſincere 
and thorough, reaching both heart and life, not 
deriving from a regard to this world and the | 
| 
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fear of puniſhment mainly, but from love and 
regard to God and hope in him by Jeſus Chitt, 
is performed through his ſtrength, and by a de- 
2 upon his ſpirit, and with a view to 

is glory; is a permenent ſolid thing, the fruit 
of faith and love, and acceptance with God; 
not like the morning cloud and early dew, nor 
is it relied upon, as that which is, ſufficient to 
juſtify in the ſight of God, and which fruſtrates 
the grace of God in the death of his fon, for it 
is what follows, not precedes juſtification and 
peace with heaven through faith in the media- 
tor. In a word, the true chriſtian 1s he, who 
believes and rejoices in Chriſt Jeſus, having no 
confidence in the fleſh : Who renounces all pre- 
tenſions to righteouſneſs in the way of law, and 
throws himſelf at the feet of ſovereign mercy :— 
His language is that of the Publican, not the | 
Phariſce ; nor does he go about to eltabliſh his | 
own righteouſneſs, but ſubmits himſelf to the - 
righteouſneſs of God; viewing Chriſt as the end 5 
ot the law for righteouſneſs to every one that 
blieveth.” | | 
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Of the ſecond or better Covenant of 
our Lord Jelus Chriſt. 
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HEB, VIII. 6. 


But now he hath obtained a more ex- 
cellent Miniſtry, by how much alſo 
be is the 7 of a better Cove- 
nant, which was eſtabliſhed upon bet- 
ter Promiſes. 


2 covenant not fo good. That other diſpenſati- 
on of an inferior nature, was the j7/# covenant, ſo 
called under the apoſtacy, even the miniſtry and 
law of Moſes : This beiter and moie excellent 
one is the diſpenſation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
or the Go pel in its preſent full and peifect glory. 

Sr. Paul vicwing thoſe two covenant-diſpen- 
ſations by way of contraſt to each other in his ſe- 
cond epiſtle to the Corinthians, gives the prefe- 
rence to ihe latter in very ſtrong and copious lan- 
guage. For obſerving how Chriſt had made the 
apoſtles. able miniſters of the new. teſtament or 


| covenant, miniſters not of the letter, but of the 


T4 ſpirit, 


More excellent miniſtry, and a better cove- Di. IX. 
nant, in a compariſon with each other, ſup- PA. I. 
poſe ſome other miniſtry leſs excellent, andi 


PA. I. 


# 


Di IX fpirit, be ſays If the miniſtration of death writ- 


The Second, or 


ten and engraven-in ſtones was glorious, ſo that 
the children of - Lirae] could not ſtedfaſtly bebold 


5 = 3. the face cf Moſes, for the glory of his counte- 


nance, which glory was to be done away; how 
ſhall not the miniſtration of the ſpirit be rather 
glorious? For if the miniſtration of condemnation 
be glory, much more doth the miniſtration of righ- 
teouſneſs exceed in glory. For even that which 
was made glorious, had no glory in this r 

by reaſon of the glory that excelleth. For if chat 
which is done away was glorious, much more tha 
which remaineth is glorious”, 


And the ſame apoſtle (allowing him to be the 
Writer of this epiſtle) ſets himſelf to run the parallel 
between the jewiſh and chriſtian diſpenſations and 
their ſeveral authors; and confiders Cbriſt, not 


only as ſuperior in character t6 Moſes, but to the 
angels, even as cloathed with divinity, and veſted 


in a royal eternal cap hood, relative to things 
ſpiritual and heavenly, and to that new and better 
covenant, which Goi promiſed to make with his 
people in the lattet days; conſiders him, 1 ſay, as 
ſuch © an high prieſt, in whom are all things by 
way of excelleney to be found, for which the Jevi- 
rical prieſthood was ordained and repaired to, as 
having a better prieſthood, viz. after the order of 
Melchiſedec : A better conſecration to it, viz. by 
an oath : A better tabernaele in which he mini- 
ſters: A better ſacrifice offered there : And 2 
better covenant eſtabliſhed in his blood“. 


AGREABLE to this, the apoſtle giving us a ſum- 
mary of the things he had betore ſpoken, concern- 


ing the goſpel and its divine founder, obſerves in 


the verſes before the text, that we have in Chrift 


ou an hk prieſt, as is-fet-on the right hand * 
| the 
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t⸗e chrone of the majeſty in the heavens, there to Di. IX. 
Fo a& in character for us, and mui: therefore de a mi- PA. 1. 


| niſter, not of this worldly and moſaieal but the —.— 


heaveniy ſanctuary, and the true taberna le, of 
which the former was only the type and ſhadow : 
And who, as a prieſt, maſt be ſuppoled there to offer 
gifts and ſacrifices as the prieſts of the earthly order 
did in the tabernacleof Moſes: © But now He that is 
in Cbriſi, hath obtained a more excellent miniſtry 
than they, foraſmuc h as he min ſters in the true 
and divine tabernacle, which the other only prefi- 
gured, and alſo as he is of courſe, the me diator 
of a better coven ant, eſtabliſhed upon beiter pro- 
miſes, than that which went before 
Uyox the words we may make the following 
obſervation. That the covenant, in which our 
Loid Jeſus Chriſt miniſters and mediates, is better 
and more excellent than that of Moſes. The 
truth of this obfſerv:tionis evident in general, from 
the ſpirit and letter of this epiſtle, and from the 
whole ſtrain and tenor of the holy ſcriptures. But 
there are ſeveral things that require particular no- 
tice under this doctrine, and which theſe two gene- 
ral heads will lead us to the confi leration of, viz. 
I. That Moſes was the mediator of a covenant- 
diſpenſation, between God and his people of old, 
called the firſt covenant, under the general diſpen- 
{ation'of grace, and therein reſembled the ſon of 
God, even as that od covenant itſelf typificd the 
diſpenſation of ſeſus or new-teſtament. | 
1I. That the Lord ] ſus Chriſt is the miniſter 
and mediator of a more e cellent diſpenſation, and 
a covenant founded upon better promile> than that 
of Moſes, 
: I. We obſerve that Moſes was the mediator 
of a covenant di penſation between God ard bis 
people of old, called the frft covenant; under ihe 


apoſiacy 
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Di. IX. apoſtacy and general diſpenſation of grace, and 
PA. I. therein, the Jewiſh lawgiver reſembled the fon of 
2 God, the eternal Logos, in like manner as that old 
covenant typified the diſpenſation of Jeſus Chriſt 
or new-teſtament, 

Tur jewiſh peculiar diſpenſation, withMoſes at 
the head of it, was the ſubject of the foregoing diſ- 
courſe : But f raſmuch as both Moſes and Chriſt 
are ſtiled mediators of their reſpective covenants, 
and theſe covenants are alſo, at the ſame time, both 
of them, called :eftaments, it will not be uſeleſs or 
unnatural, to enquire a little into the character 
and office of mediator, and into the nature of a 
covenant and teſtament, with their difference: 
Together with ſome general remarks upon the 
moſaic conſtitution, as it had reference to th- ſe- 
cond and better covenant of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt. 
„Tk word meſitecs, ſays Stackhouſe, which 
we tranſlate mediator ſignifies a perſon who inter- 
poſes between two parties, either to obtain a favor 
from the one to the other, or to adjuſt ſome diff-- 
rence, or make a reconciliation between them“. 

AnD according to Mr, Flavel, The true ſenſe 
and importance cf this phraſe, is a middle perſon, 
or one that interpoſes betweentwo perſons at vari- 
ance, to make peace between them, So that as 
ſatan is a medium di<jungens, a medium of diſcord, 
ſo Chriſt is medium conjungens, a medium of con- 
cord and peace. This, ſays he, is the proper 
ſenſe of the word : Though meſitees a me- 
diator is rendered variouſly ; 8 an umpire 
or arbitrator ; ſometimes a meſſenger; that goes be- 
twixt two perſons; ſometimes an interpreter, impart- 
ing the mind of one to another; ſometimes a peace- 

maker and reconciler, In all theſe ſenſes Chriſt is 
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the middle perſon, in his mediation of reconcilia- Dj, IX. 
tion or interceſſion ; that is, either in his media- pA. 1 
ting by ſuffering to make peace, as he d d on earth; au 


or to contjnue and maintain peace, as he-doth- in 
Heaven, by meritorious interceſſion. As an um- 
pir« or arbitrator, Chriſt layeth his hand upon both 
parties, as Job ſpeaks ; and (ſpeaking after the 
manner of men) layeth his hand upon God and 
faith, Father wilt thou be at peace with them, and 
readmit them into thy favor ? If thou wilt, thou 
ſhall be fully ſatisfied for all that they have done 
againſt the. And then he layeth his hand upon 
man and ſaith, poor ſinner be no diſcouraged; thou 
ſhall be juſtified and ſaved. Again as an ambaſſa- 
dor or meſſenger, ſo he came to impart the mind 
of God to us; and ſo he preſents our deſires: to 
God, And in this ſenſe only Secinus would allow 
Chriſt to be mediator, But herein he endeavors 
to undermine the foundation, and to exclude him 
from being a mediator by ſuretiſhip ; which is the 
third way of his mediation, So the apoſtle ſpeaks 
Heb. 7. He is egguos the ſurety or. pledge. 
Which as the learned David Pareus well expreſ- 
ſes it, is one that engageth to ſatisfy another, or 
gives caution or ſccuriiy by a pledge in hand for 
it. And indeed both thoſe ways ' Chriſt is our 
mediator b, ſuretiſhip, viz. in a way of ſatisfacti- 
on, coming under our obligation to anſwer. the 
law; this he did on the croſs; and in a way of 


caution ; a ſurety for the peace or good behavior“. 


Thus he. | 
' AGREABLE to this it ſeems that the character 


of mediator, and the occaſion for ſuch an office, 


implies and uppoſes, in the ſtrict and primary no- 
tion of theſe things, a variance and breach of friend- 
ſhip, 


284 


Dil IX. ſhip, between the parties, in reference td whom, 
PA. I. the mediator undertakes; alſo that ſomething is 
Lys cHefted and done by him, by way of reps: ation for 


union, upon terms that are juſt and honorary, 
which implies likewiſe a meetneſs and fitneſs in 


Db Second, op" 


injuries, and to lay the foundation for peace and 


the perſon mediating for thefe py: poſes. But yet 
it is evident there are inſtances of mediation of a 


lower kind. wherein the bufineſs of mediator, is not 
ſo properly to make peace and ſatisfaction and give 
ſecurity, as to act as an internuncto or. meſſenget, 


declaring the minds of the parties to each other, 


by meſſages, and delivering back and forth the 


terms and articles reſtipulated and agreed upon 


between them. And it is certain that in this lat- 


ter ſenſe we frequently uſe the word media: or, 
and that this is the principle office aſſigned him: 
Not to men ion the wore common cafe of a per- 
ſon's mediating between others, when he on 

affords his preſence and affiitanceto them, in form- 
ing agreements and compacts, and making up dit- 


ferences, © | 


Now it is plain that in the firft and higheſt ſenſe 


of "mediation, that of atoneing law and juſtice, 


and acting as ſponſor between God and man, the 


mediator muſt be a perſon of a peculiar and ſuper- 
eminent character; and in this ſenle none but the 
ſon of God is qualified ſor, or employed in this 
exalted office : Who is therefore ſaid to be the only 


mediator between God and man. Nevertheleſs 
in ſome parts of his mediatorſhip, others may be 


partakers with him, and act in a kind of mediatorial 
character So it is certain. Moſes did in the cove» 
nant God entered into with Iſrael of old, for he 
was employed, in ſome ſingular fenſe, as an am- 
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baſſador and meſſenger between God and his peo- Di. IX. 
ple: And indeed, in a lower view, che miniſters PA. I. 
ot the goſpel, conſidered as ambaſſadors for Chnſt, . 
are mediators between God and man, or middle 
perſons tanlacting matters of great importance be- 

tween them, ſuch as declar ngGod's wiil,propound- 

ing the terms of his cov«nant, preaching peace by 

Jeſus Chriſt, beſceching ſinners to be reconciled, 
making interceſſion and prayers, and offering up 
ſpiricual ſacritices. 

Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is called the angel or 
meſſenger of the covenant, the new and better co- 
venant, and in this cap city was directly and fully 
typified by Moles, who was the viſible manager 

ot that grand diſpenſation reſpecting the Jews, that 
firſt covenant, introductory to the goſpel. And 
in the matter of blood and atonement, the media- 
tor Moſes reſembled the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
that he propitiated and interceeded in regard of 
that po itical temporal covenant, even as the great 
= redecmer does in reference to his covenant which 
is moral an eternal, relating to the heart and con- 
ſcience, as that to the fleſh and outward man: 
Chriſt ſhed his own blood and poured out his ſoul 
tio the death for us; Moles offered and ſprinkled 
© only the blood of beaſts, which could therefore 
anſwer only ſome lower purpoſe : Our Lord 
gave himſelf for us, and as ſponſor anſwers our 
obligation and pays our debt to juſtice ; in this 
Moles was but a ſhadow and faint reſemblance of 
- Chriſt, in like manner as his typical diſpenſation 
8 wil. ſhadow of good things to come under the 
> goſpel, 
Tax word ſurety, which ſeems to be of a more my 
confined ſignification than mediator , and is ſome- 
„ N | | times 
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Di. IX. times included in it, intends one who anſwers thc 


HA. I. 


obligation of another by preſent payment. or bond 
of ſecurity in hand: And thus, it muſt be al- 


lowed that Chriſt is our ſurety and bail, as he 
pays our debt to law and juſlice,: advances the 
price of our redemption, engages on our behalf 
with God the father, and in due time, takes upon 
himſelf the curſe that was denounee d againſt the 
ſinner, and ſuffers the juſt for the unjuſt, to bring 


us to God. And this is the alone work of Chriſt 
our great high prieft who is paſſed into the hea- 


vens, and miniſters in the true tabernacle : Not- 
withſtanding, in this our Lord was typified by the 
jewiſh high prieſt, who in reference to their pecu- 


liar covenant, made ſatis faction for offences, and 
Interceeded for the tranſgreſſors. 


Bur it muſt be obſeryed, that the idea of ſurety 
and ſponſor, has ſomething in it refering to the 
debtor and offender, as well as to the creditor and 
Jawgiver. A ſurety not only engages to make 
ſatisfaction or fulfil a legal obligation to the per- 
fon whoſe due it is; but his engagement and bond 


looks the other way likewiſe, and reſpects 


the principal himſelf, for whom he ſtands ſurety. 
The ſponſor obliges himſelf, at the ſame time to 
be equally true and faithful to both parties con- 
cerned; and this in common caſes, is done by one 
and the ſame act, the diſcharge of the legal obli- 


gation. But the caſe of our redemption and ſal- 


vation by Jeſus Chriſt ſeems to be ſomewhat dif- 
ferent from others, and more to be done by him 


than by common ſureties ; for our Lord not only 


covenants with the father to atone his juſtice, by 
mak ing his ſoul an offering for ſin, but enters ex- 
4 preſly 
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e, which is the ſuhject of this diſcourſe. 

' Ove kind redeemer having paid our ranſom, 
we have thereupon peace with God through faith 
in him: And he engages, covenant, on 
rhe part of his faithful le, to make them par- 
takers of his eternal glory And he is ſurety, 
ſponſor and guarentee (if we may be allowed the 
word)'of that covenant and promiſe, he has enter- 
ed into with believers, in the father's name, and 
has obliged himſelf to make it good, as much 


as he did to tread the wine-preſs of his father's 


wrath. And the blood of Chriſt has reference to 
both theſe important things ;—it juſtifies the ſinner, 
in the "ſight of God his offended father 
and to the ſaint, it is a pledge in hand, a preſent 
aſſurance of the punctual fulfilment, of the gra- 
cious promiſes of his everlaſting covenant, Nor 
may we doubt of the faithfulneſs of the divine 
promiſer, in regard of that grant and donation of 
bleſſings he has made to the faithful, after having 
ſealed his covenant with his blood, in the manner 
he did; than we may doubt of the ſufficiency of 
his ſacrifice for the expiation of human guilt, 
when we conſider that God himſelf has ſet kim 
forth as the propitiation for our fins. 

Bur that we may not dwell too long here, let 
this introduce the next thing propoſed, viz. The 
difference between a covenant and a teſtament : 
Becauſe both the law and the goſpel are called 
teſtaments as well as covenants. 

A PROPER covenant, is a reſtipulation or mutual 
agreement between two parties or perſons, wherein 
each becomes obliged to the other for the perfor- 
mance of certain articles :—and in divine covenants 

| A 
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reſly allo into that better conenant with his peo- Di. IX. 


PR. N 


A cove- 
nant and 
teſtament 
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Di. IX a promiſe is made or. underſtood, on ,the part of 


_ God, of ſome reward and benefit to the creature, 
for ſome ſervice and duty, which is made the con- 


I dition of ſuch benefit. And an explicit conſent to 


the terms of the covenant on the part of ihe minor, 
where the other party is greatly ſuperior, and the 
condition reaſopable and advantageous, is not ne- 
ceſſary to the. being and validity of ſuch covenant: 
the cgnſent of the minor, in the nature of the 
thing is here always ſuppos'd and taken for granted. 

A TESTAMENT. or will is a coyenant, according 
to which the poſſeſſor of goods and effects makes 
ſuch a conveyance of them to particular perſons, 
ag that the validity of the grant depends upon the 
death of the teſtator or grantor, before which it is 
of no force. So the apoſtle; in the gth chapter, 
ſpeaking, ef the blood of Chriſt, as containing a 
moral, ſuperior efficacy and virtue io the blood of 
bulls and of goats, ſays, And for this cauſe he 
is the medrator of the new-teſtqment, that by means 
of death for the redemption of the tranſgreſſions 
that were under the firſt teſtament, they which are 
called might receive the promiſe of eternal inhe- 
ritance. For where a teſtament js, there muſt alſo 
of neceſſiry be the death of the reſtator. For a 
teſtament is of force after men are dead: other- 
wile it is of no ſtrength. at all while the teſtator 
liyeth. Whereupon neither the firſt teſtament was 
dedicated without blood. For when Moſes had 
ſpoken every precept to all the people according to 
the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, 
with water and ſcarlet wool, and ſprinkled both the 
book and' all the people, ſaying, this is the blood 
of the teſtament, which God hath enjoined unto 


'- : 
you. 
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Tut fame original word is n&d both for cove- Diſ. IX. 
nant and teſtament, tho? the things are ſomewhat PA. I. 
different in their nature. For a proper eſament Ty 
or will; admits of no mediator; and waits for the 
reſtator*s death to give it force and ſtrength ; where- 

2s a common proper covenant needs. no ſuch cir- 
cumſtances to render it valid, and may be managed 
by a middle perſon or mediator. But it is remark- 
able that the apoſtle calls our Lord the mediator of 
the new-teſtament, notwithſtanding meer teſtaments 
do not call for mediators. * = 


V A 

® Monſicur le Clere, whoſe errors rhe learned. Dr. Whitby fo 
often confutes, ſays, this diſcourſe of the apoltle as quoted 
above, from Heb 9 15 & on, is to be looked upon mecrly 
as the play of an hellcoiſtial writer; who, becauſe he ſaw 
DIATHEKE was uſed for that covenant whereof Chriſt is me- 
diator,and ſignified alſo a teſla ment. and hriſt was dead, thence 
deduced coaſectaries which are true indeed, conſidered in 
themſelves, but here rely upen weak priociples, rather to ſet 

i off his diſcourſe according to the cuſtom of that age, than to 
convert the Jews to the faith, by the force of reaſoning. — 
For true it is indeed. that a teſtament is ratified by the death 
of the teſtator; and Chriſt is dead. but Chriſt was not the 
mediator of a teſtament ; for teſtaments de not want medi - 
ators : And if it ſhould be granted that he was, he could 
not at once be thought a mediator and a teſtator, by whoſe 
death alone the teſtament was confirmed. The teſtator here, 
he ſays, is God the Father, whoſe heirs men are in con junc- 
tion with Chriſt but God can in no ſenſe be ſaid to die. To 
this the Dr. anſwers, that it is plainly falſe that God can be 
the teſtator here, for his own reaſon, ** becauſeGod theFather 
can ig no ſenſe be ſaid to die But the teſtator's death, it 
it is confeſſed, is the confirmation of his teſtament. Again, 
I grant, ſays the Ur. that Chriſt was not the mediator of a 
teſtament, but then he was the mediator of a cove ant; 
which, as it was fealed with and corfirmed by his blood, 
procuring for vs ſach bleſfings as he by his wi deſigoed for 
and declared ſhould be cooterred upon believers, ihro faith 
in his blood, became alſo — .. 
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(5 o Kader The, Second, .. a . ** J 
if. IX. A Few brief general obſervations and diſtinelions 
PA. I. may ſetve to fet this matter in a clearer and bet- 
en Nes de eb 
. ter light. „ nner 
ilk. Tus covenants? redemption. ſubliſting be- 
| ' tween) the father and the ſon, relative to the. falva- 
tion of ſinners, agtecable to which Chriſt under- 
| takes for them, ſuffers it their ſtead, and gives him- 
ſelf a ranſom for all, neceMarily 'fuppoſes "and fe- 
\ preſents him as mediatot and duiſ) Wege or between 
Bod and min, In regard of the agi di penſati- 
on in general Th s conſtitutes him mediator of 
expiation and atonement, and in virtue and Conſe- 
© quence of ir, mediator of interceſſion and adyocacy, 
in behalf of the redeemed. oO 
 *2dly. As Mofes was the mediator of the F inp 
covenant of peculiarity, and in the name of God 
entered into that fadera] . diſpenſation With his 
ancient people; ſo the Lor . 
great antitype, is the author of What the apoſtle 
calls his new and better covenant, in reference to 
chriſtians ; and it is converſant with things fpiritual 
and eternal, as that Moſaic diſpenſation was with 
things temporal and worldly ; and infures heavenly 
everlaſting bleſſings, to our loyalty and fidelity to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that as the fruit of his 
blood and mediation ; even as the covenantof Moſes 
ſecured all preſent earthly felicity in Canaan, on 
condition of their ſtedfaſt adherence to the worſhip 
and ſervice of Jehovah their king, or as the fruit of 
the legal ſacrifices and obediencde. 
Z dly. FoxasMuch as this new and better cove- 
nagt takes its riſe from ide blood of Chrilt, and re- 
FTC Pee 
mays he, is it nech Hary that the werd biavntnvok ſo tbe 
- - paſſage referred to ſhould ſigbify a e property ſo called. 
dut only promi/er, and one that conſtms As promiſes with 
das oun blood, &, |, „f M. WAI n lec%% 
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Sai bei wing ode 812008 19110 WAA. Ls 3. ** 
dee tis death in order io the compleat validity Dif. IX. 
and eſtabliſhnient of it, as covenants anciently were PA. I. 

made victimas cedendo, and therein it reſembles a 
will and teſtament of a teſtator, who bequeatbs 
bleſſings to his children and beirs; it is therefore . 
called the new-teſtament 1 And altho' it be not 

poſſible that Chriſt ſhould be both a mediator & teſ- 

_ tator of the ſame covenant, and his diſpenſation is 

not every way the ſame with it; yet it may be apt] 

repreſented by a father's 2, among men, whch 

requires the death of the teſtator to give it force and 

Meacy ;. according to the apoſtle's reaſoning, “ a 

teſtament is of force after men are dead.“ For 

without this, the new covenant would have been 
ineffectul. 

Tux Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the head and parent 
of the huge family of the redeemed, and when bis 
ſpecial diſpenſation towards them is conſidered un- 
er the notion of a teſtament, he who confirms ĩt by 
his death, muſt be regarded as the teſtator of it: 
I And yet notwithſtanding, when he is conſidered as 
J appointed by God the F ather to this office, even as 

a ſon over his own houſe, he then anſwers to the 
character of mediator between God and his people, 
and is the angel and meſſenger of the covenant. 

4thly. In alluſion to this, that old or jewiſh co- 

yenant, which was likewiſe ſealed with blood, typi- 
fying the great redeemer, is ſtiled the / or Arft 

teſtament, in diſtinction from the new. And Moſcs 
was not only the mediator of that covenant, but as a 

figure of Chriſt, was the ieſtator of that fæderal 

diſpenſation, when view'd in the light of a teſta- 
ment; and the blood of beaſts ſhed and ſprinkled 
upon tbe occaſion of .dedicating- iat ieſtament. an- As. 
ſwers io the death of tbe ieſtatot, Which. gives BY 
Rrepgth and force 10 his Will. © bly. 
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Dif. IX. Fechly. Jrsus is called the ſurety of this better 
PA. I. teſtament, which is a different thing from becoming 
our ſubſtitute, and dying in our ſtead to anſwer the 
Chap, 7, demands of God's law and juſtice. | And he 1s thus 
22, the ſurety or ſponſor of this his new and better teſ- 
% tament and covenant, as he makes his blood the 
pledge, aſſurance and ratification of his 38 
the legacies he bequeaths to his people. He not 
only purchaſes the church with his blood, and en- 
gages all the rich bleſſings of his covenant, in con- 
ſequence of his obedience to the death, but by his 
paſſion gives the believer an aſſured token of his 
fidelity in the fulfilment of all his precious pro- 
miſes. This cup,“ ſays our Lord in the inſtitu- 
tion of the ſacred ſupper, © is the new teſtament 
in my blood,“ ratified and confirmed by it, ; giving 
aſſurance of its fulfilment; and at the ſame time 
anſwering another moſt valuable purpoſe, in regard 
of the honor and juſtice of God, for our Lord adds, 
concerning his blood, that it was * ſhed for the 
remiſſion of the ſins of many.” The blood or 
death of Chriſt is the ground and foundation of 
grace and glory to the ſons of men We may 
lay a ſure claim to the legacies of his teſtament, if 
we can be prov'd his rightful heirs and ſpiritual 
children : Nor may we doubt. of the truth and 
faithfulneſs of that moſt benevolent friend, who has 
given himſelf for us, as a certain token in hand, 
to ſupport our hope and confidence, | 
THe ſpirit of promiſe likewiſe, communicated 
from him, is the earneſt of our inheritance; and 
believers are ſealed by it to the day of redemption. 
_ FrnaLLy, foraſmuch as the excellency of the 
- covenant conſiſts in the graciouſneſs and riches of 
its promiſes, and it is indeed, in itſelf, a kind grant 


of 
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of bleſſings to the obedient and faithful; hence it 
5 is that we ſo often read of the covenant under the . 
: notion and character of a promiſe ; and the promiſe 

| wy promiſes ſo frequently ſtand for the whole of 

the covenant. 7 
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E are to obſerve, that the Lord Di IX 
Jeſus Chriſt is the miniſter and me- PA. II. 
diator of a more excellent diſpenſation, and a co- , 
venant founded upon better promiſes than that 
of Moſes. | 4 
As much better as he is better than Moſes, and 
as a ſon is preferable to a ſervant: as much better 
as he is ſuperior to the prieſts of the Aaronic or- 
der, and his blood of more value than the blood of 
balls and of goats and the aſhes of an heifer :— 
as much better as heavenly eternal ble ſſings are 
greater and more precious than the bleſſings and 
good things of earth and time——the ſame diffe- 
fence there is between theſe covenants, as between 
morals and rituals; between redemption from 
Egyptian flavery, and redemption from death and 
him that had the power of it; between a temporal 
and eternal ruin; between an earthly Canaan and 
a celeſtial paradiſe, | 
Bor before we proceed to a direct conſideration 
of this better covenant, of which our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is faid to be the mediator and ſurety ; and 
the divine teſtator conſidering of it as his laſt will 
and teſtament ; it may be proper to premiſe, that he new 
tho" this new and better covenant was not formally covenant 
ratified and © confirmed till our Lord's death, and in ſome 
the ſhedding that blood, which is the foundation, _— wow 
pledge and ſeal of it, and at which time he became Ac ras 
ſolemnly and viſibly exalted and inaugurated to ging, _—_ 
oe 3 office beſore the 
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Dif. IX; office, and power, and ſeated on che: richt hand of 
PA. II. che chrone of the mgjelky. in the heavens. ; ibis. 
N i he. was {clay 99 .in,, being, and 3 of. 
rth of it , even from the beginning. as. the ce Was. 
S ed paſs d in heaven, and the 8 the di- 
— ne counſel, from the foundation af the world; 


that time, and by means of his death, the apoſile 
ſays, there was redemption for the tranſgreſſions 
that were under the firſt teſtament ; and actordingly 
the ſalvation of the ancient ſaints was owing to the 
death of Chriſt, as much as that of chriſtians. ſincc 
Bis manifeſtation i in the fleſh ; for what was agreed 
Joon in the court of heaven, is conſidered as already 


ne; and the mutual confidence of the divine 


| perſons i is apparent, in that the father relies upon 
the ſon for the performance of the condition ſhpu- 

lated,the pouring out his ſoul unto death, and there- 

upon pardons, juſtifies and admits to favour the pe» 

nitent and believing of former ages ; and the ſon 

depends upon the promiſe of the father for the 

ſalvation of all ſuch as attain to righteouſneſs after 

his ſſian, and to the end of the world. Fi 

_ if in the view and proſpect of our. Lord 

— God the father juſtified fingers. ubger 

that Felke covenant and from the apoſtacy, account- 

ing his law and juſtice as already atoned and ſatis 

fied, and the debt paid by the ſarety, becauſe 865 

cording to the covenant of his ſon, it. WAY, . tho” 

future, — a, certain and infallible. event; then 

for the. ſame reaſop, the new-teſtament or coyenant 

of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt may be 5 gokk'd upon 2s 

virtually and ee /ly in being, fo that the pro- 

«4 miſes of it were. ſure to the faithful, Jong 13 

ws formal ratification ke it, in virtue of that. blood 


"which 
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and therefore Chriſt is ſtiled the, lamb lain from 
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which" gives it'force. - And: moreovet, this new- Dif 10 
teſtametit was ſhadowed forth h the conſtitution of PA. II. 
the old, by che cobetfant of Abraham, ad vt N 
thoſe anciept promiſes and declarations that tete . 
to the {alvation of this FGinfal World, however the „ .1 
may have a primary reference to the promiſed ſ cel 
bimſelf, and the covenatit of our redem ptioit itt 
dim. is | N * eie meta Nd dus, Nn 181] 
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IF we view the goſpel under its moſt general 
character, as 2 1 method of grace and 

wercy, calculated for the recovery and falvation 

of 4 ſinful miſerable world, we muſt look back 

for the conception of it, to the days of eternity, and General 
to the counſel of heaven: And we may ſee it, as it view of 
were in embrio, in the days of Adam and Abraham; ">< geſpel- 
and ripening to the b:rth under the diſpenſation of 
Moſes and the prophets : At our Lord's nativity 
falvation was actually born for us, and under the 
miniſtry of Chriſt himſelf, and his holy apoſtles, 
the hidden myſtery was fully revealed, and the 
goſpel kingdom. ſer up in its perfection and glory. 
Tus light of revelation in former ages, reſembled 
that of a candle, or the faint and borrowed luſtre 
of the moon: But now the ſon of righteouſneſs 
has himſelf ariſen with healing in his rays, and bleſ- 
ſed the world with glorious and univerſal day. 

WnuũEx we view the goſpel of the ſon of God as 
| ed to the ancients before his incarnation and 
ja rſonal miniſtry on earth, it appears to be a dif- 
penſation of types and ſhadows, and reflected, not 
a direct light, containing rather lively figures and 
ſtrong implications of the grace that is now mani- 

feſted, tather than poſitive and full declarations, 
* V 4 and 
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- Tas conſidered in all its parts, and under 
all its diſpenſations, and as a deſign projected in hea- 
ven, and executed on earth, for the ſal vation of a- 
poſtate creatures, is indeed a joyful found, a wel- 
come meſſage, deſerving the higheſt encomiums,and 
the moſt grateful reception. It is every way wifely 
and graciouſly calculated Brag A s and cir- 
curnſtances ; and ſuited to creatures of our unhappy 
characters, enſlaved and ſtupiſied by vice, involv'd 
in darkneſs, impotent in fin, and under the curſe 
and condemnation of God's law. The goſpel is a 
ſalve for blind eyes, a balm for a wounded conſci- 
ence, a ſovereign remedy for a diſtempered ſoul: 
It renews our hearts, it pardons our fins; ithuſtifies 
our perſons, it aſſwages our ſorrows, it animates our 
endeavours, it ſubdues our enemies, it ſublimates 
our hopes, enlarges our views, faves from a vain 
converſation in this world, and conveys a title to 
an immortal life, and an unfading inheritance in the 
next. The goſpel in itſelf, and in all its openings, 
2 — or its preſent truth and fulneſs, is a gene- 
proviſion for us in our helpleſs needy and wretch- 

ed circumſtances : It gives wiſdom to the ſimple, 
ſtrength to the weak, grace to the vicious, hope to 
the deſpairing, pardon to the penitent, health to the 
ſick, liberty to the priſoner, treaſures to the indi- 
gent, life to the dead, and heaven and eternal hap- 
pine ſs to the obedient and faithful. In ſhort it con- 
rains a remedy for every evil, and a grant of every 
bleſſing, the greateſt; the moſt laſting, intereſting 
and important. 1 11 n 


Bur 
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. Bur the frecial view and light-in which we ure Dif. IX. 
led by our tent to conſider the goſpel, is, aa a fe- PA. II. 
deral diſpenſation, even the na covenant or teſta: / 
ment of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as it ſtayds dif» More ſpe- 
tingtiſhet from that of Moſes, as ing and ei — 
ſuperior to it. But now hath he obtained a more 948 To 
excellent miniſtry, by how. much alſa he is the Fe 
mediator of a better covenant, which was eſtabliſhed 
upon better promiſes.” In the following verſes in 
the chapter, the holy writer gives us the reaſon of 
the eſtabliſhment of this new covenant, and of the 
abolition of the old one, together with ſome of the 
properties and ſuperior excellencies of #he former. 

For if that — had been faultleſs, . 
then ſhould no place have been ſought for the ſe- 
cond. For Ending Foul with them, he faith, Be- 

hold the days come (faith the Lord) when I will 

make 'a new covenant with the houſe of Iſrael, and 
and with the houſeof Judah: Not according to the 
covenant that I made with their fathers, in the day 
when I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
the land of Egypt; becauſe they continued not in 
my covenant, and I regarded them not, faith the 

Lord, For this is the covenant that I will make 

with the houſe of Iſrael after thoſe days, faith the 

Lord; Iwill put my laws into their mind; and 

write them in their hearts: and I will be to them 

a God, and they ſhall be to me a people. And they 

ſhall not teach every man his neighbour, and every 

man his brother, ſaying, Know the Lord: for all 
ſhall know me, from the leaſt to the greateſt. For 

I will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and 

their ſins and their iniquities will I remember no 

more. In that he faith, A new covenant, he bath 
made the firſt old. Now that which decayeth and 

waxeth old, is ready to vaniſh away.“ Mx. 


n 
F ws. 1 3 N * 9 36.4 
4 0 4 * 
raft ett; 2+ 


** 8 
4 mA WP” 
= af" 1 - 
x 


Dir IX. Mu Flemy here obſerves 
PA. II. teſtament; and more Excellent miriſtry of Chriſt,” 
sor rather bis* continuation,” 4 1.” That it is a bet- 


e Seb, W 


ter covenant, a more clear and comfortable diſpen · 
ſation and diſcovery of the grace of God to ſinners, 
bringing in holy light and I: to the ſoul: it is 
without fault, well ordered in all things : it requires 
nothing, but hat it promiſes grace to perform: it 
accepts of godly fincerity, accounting it goſpel · 
perfection: Every tranſgreſſion does not turn us 
out of covenant; all is put into | a good and ſafe 
hand. 2. That it is eſtabliſhed upon better pro- 
miſes, more clear and expreſs, more ſpiritual, more 
abſolnte : the promiſes of ſpiritual eternal bleſſings 
ate in this covenant poſitive and abſolute: the pro- 


miſes of temporal bleſſings, with à wife and kind 
proviſo, as far as ſhall be for God's glory, and his 
people's good. This covenant contains in it pro- 


miſes of aſſiſtance and acceptance in duty, promiſes 
of progreſs and perſeverance in grace and holineſs, 
of bliſs and glory in heaven, which are more ob- 
ſcurely ſhadowed forth by the promiſes of the land 
of Canaan, or type of heaven. 3dly. It is a new 
covenant, even that new covenant that God long 
ago declared he would make with the houſe of If- 


—— Jer. 31. 31, 32. and accompliſhed in Chriſt: 
; c.. | * | 148 


Tux perſonal miniſtry and covenant diſpenſa- 


non of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as it ſtands diſtin- 
| Hee from that of Moſes and the jewiſh pecu- 
rarity, is of a ſupereminem excellence, and rais'd 
vaſtly above it, in regard of its nature, objects, 
parties, promiſes, in regard of its ſpirituality, light 
- and glory. To be particular, N 
a | 1. Int 


rael, that is all the Iſrael of God. © This was pro- 
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. Tue mediator-and covenantees in the new- Dif. IX 
teſſament ot covenant of our Lord | Jeſus. Chriſt, PA. II. 
atg better and. much ſuperior to Moſes and the Jews 
of. old. Maſes was highly bonor'd in being called 

d mediis between God and his people, in the fiſt 

* covenant, as. a type. of Chriſt the glory of his 
C 7 and character were great: And the 


ſraelites were ſingularly favor'd above all people, 


in being the ſabjecbs of that covenant and diſpenſa- 
tion, which 99 was made Ne " had no 
lory in this reſpect, by reaſon of the glory that 
re la 5 e as Moſes the ne 
was but a ſervant, ſo the people with whom he 
enter d into covenant in the name of God, were as 
the apoſtle. repreſents. them, but as minors under 
age, differing nothing from ſervants, * under 
tnutors, governors, and weak and beggarly elements, 
„ „ of the world. H/hereas the Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt, the mediator of the new covenant, is 
a-ſon, the only begotten ſon of God, and heir of 

all things, the Lord of angels, and brightneſs of 

his father's glory, having all power in heaven and 
earth: And chriſtians with whom he covenants and 
whom. he conſtitutes the legatees in his teſtament, 

are God's adopted ſons, thro” faith in him, and are 

no longer ſervants; but made free by the ſon, and 


0 are free. indeed. And, to t 

Al rHo' the mediator of both theſe covenants 
treat with Jews and chriſtians, in the name of God 
and by his appointment and deſignation, whoſe co- 
venants therefore, they ultimately and originally 
are, yet the ſeveral parties with whom they ſtrike 
covenants, are perſons of very different characters, 
ſituations, 3 light and advantages. A 
chriſtian is ſuperior to a Jew in. ſome ſenſe as a Jew 

8 | | fo 


Fa. 


1 io a pagan. For he chat is leaſt under this latter 
I. 
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diſpenſation, is greater than the greateſt under the 


UYM former. 


Deut 3. 
3. 4» 5* 


Moss was ſaid to be king in Jeſburun, and was 
God's vicegerent under the jewiſh th y, and 
is faid to © command them a law.” But Jeſuy 
Chriſt his great antitype is Lord of the univerſe, 
king in Zion, head of the church, judge of the 


world, who has not only commanded us a law, but 


aſſigus rewards and puniſhments, and diſpenſes them 
with his own. hand: He is under God the father, 
the immediate obje& of our obedience, a divine 
774 0 the father and maſter of his people, having 
bleſſings and curſes eternal in his power, and the 
whole adminiſtration of providence in his hands. 
So that there is a vaſt diffariey; as well as a like» 
neſs betwixt Moſes and Chriſt. 

Axp moreover it is to be obſerv'd, that as the 
Iſraelites were redeemed out of the Egyptian flave- 
ry, the iron furnace and houſe of bondage, which 
was typical of ſpiritual redemption from the power 
and ſervitude of (in and Satan, previous to the con- 
ſtruction of that old covenant with them, and their 
being brought nigh to God, in the relation of their 


immediate king and 1 So in like manner 


the new covenant of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has 


* 4 


reference to his own redeemed people, who have 


been brought nigh to God by his blood, who are 


accepted, juſtified, the ſubje&s of repentance and 
fauh in him, and actually redeemed out of the 
bands of their ſpiritual enemies, by a divine all- 
conquering power and grace, that they may ferve 
God in righteouſneſs and holineſs all the days of 
their lives, in the kingdom of his fon. The for- 
mer were the ſubjects of a temporal civil redemp- 
2 Don, 
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Chriſt will appear to be the better covenant, if we 


which it is converſant, in a compariſon with the old 


of beaſts, in the other the blood of the ſon of God. 
One a ſtate of bondage and ſervitude, the other 
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tion, without which they could not have gone forth Diſ IX. 
to ſerve the Lord in the wilderneſs; the latter are PA. II. 
the ſubjects of 2 moral and more glorious redemp- N 
tion, whereby they are in very deed made the chil- 
dren of God, renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, 
and rendered capable of bringing forth fruit unto 
God: That is, they are created anew in Chriſt 
Jeſus unto good works, which God has foreordain- 
ed that they ſhould walk in them.“ 

A coveNnaNT in reaſon ſuppoſes that the parties 
concern'd in it ſhould be in a condition and capacity 
te perform the ſervice and conditions requir'd. But 
this could not be either in the firſt or ſecond eove- 
nant, if the Jews had continued ſtill in Egypt,. or 
the chriſtian in that ſpiritual ſlavery which is worſe 
and greater, | | | 
.. 2dly. Tuz new teſtament of our Lord Jeſus 


conſider the nature of it, and the objefs about 


and judaical diſpenſation, This latter was a com- 
poſition of religion and politicks ; the former a 
purely ſpiritual diſpenſation. Chriſt's kingdom is 
not of this world; that of Moſes was. The chri- 
ſtian coven ant relates to things future, inviſible and 
eternal; the moſaical to things preſent, temporal and 
worldly, One is a worldly, the other a heavenly 
ſanctuary.— One, a diſpenſation of the fpirit, the 
other of the fleſh, —In one is ſprinkled the blood 


of liberty and glory. The one ritual, ceremonious 
and carnal, and fo dark and typical in its nature ; the 
other moral, divine and inward, the ſubſtance of the 
former ſhadows, The chriſtian covenant and diF 
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Dif. IX. penſation is attended with light,” ktowledpe' and 
PA. II. 4 Fox diſcoveries of divine * the? judajcal 
47g obſcure, cloudy and impet fett The covenant of 
Chriſt conveys comfort, joy, aſſurance and the'ſpirit 

of adoption in large meaſures : That of Moſes was 

dps with the ſpirſt of bondage, with fear and 

terrors, being the adminiſtration of death and con- 
demnation. For as the author of this epiſtle ob- 
ſerves, chriſtians are not come unto the mount that 
might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor 
unto blackneſs, and darkneſs, and tempefts ; and to 
the ſound of a trumpet and the voice of words, not 
to be endured, but even Moſes himſelf did ex- 
ceedingly fear and quake. But ye are come unto 
mount Zion and the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jeruſalem, and an innumerable company 
of angels, to the general aſſembly and church of ; 
the firſt born, written in heaven, to God the judge 6 
of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect; 7 


12 Chap. 
3 


to Jeſus the mediator of the new covenant, and 
to the blood of ſpringling, that ſpeaketh better 
things than that of Abel.” | 


| 
Zdly. Ir we compare the terms and conditions 1 
| 
| 


of theſe two ſeveral covenants, upon the of 
jews and chriſtians, we ſhall find that the new teſta- 
ment is much to be prefered. In the moſaic con- 
titution, conſidered as the jewiſh peculiarity, or po- : 
Hirical national covenant, compleat obedience to the 
law was required, as the condition of Jong life and I 
proſperity in the promiſed land, therein reſembling 
the original covenant of works: But wherein they 
failed in point of obedience to their uliar law, 
which, as ſuch, regarded the outward behavior, as 
other civil laws do, rather than the heart and prin- 
ciple; in theſe caſes, I ſay, facrifices, * 
9 an 
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and atonements were appointed and enjoin'd upon Dif. IX. 
them, pointing ta the great goſpel ſacrifice, which is PA. II. 
.of a moral nature and efficacy, purging the conſei- Loy 


ence, as thoſe did the fleſh and outward man. 


Bur then under that conſtitution there were ca- 


0 pital cg againſt the ſtate, which required cut- 
ting off, and for which no ſacrifice and ſatisfaction 
was provided, reſembling high treaſon and unpar- 
donable enormities in other governments: and even 
.tho' they might die in favor with God, and be hap- 
py in the other world, where there was ſincere re- 
ntance ; yet the law required that they ſhould 
be cut off from among God's people in this world, 
as ſubjects of the kingdom of Jehovah, But ſuch 
is the merit and excellence of the great chriſtian 
ſacrifice, that thereby believers under the new teſta- 


ment are juſtified from all things, from which they 
could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes. The 


blood of this immaculate lamb cleanſes from all 


ſin: Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to fave the | 
chief of ſinners, and is able to ſave unto the utter- 


moſt all that come unto God by him. Being juſti- 
fied by faith, we have peace with God through our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And if any man fin, even after 


faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and juſtification by his blood, 


we have ſtill an advocate with the Father, Jeſus 


Chriſt the righteous, who is the propitiation for ouc 
fins ; for all our ſins, after regeneration as well as 
in our former ſtate :—for in many things we all 


offend, and ſtand in need of daily repentance and 
_remiſlton. | 


Henin the blood of the new teſtament is 


more excellent and meritorious, than that of che 


old, as well as in procuring for us eternal re- 
demption, whereas that lceured ouly a temporal. 
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304 | The Second. of 


Diſ. IX. This one moſt invaluable facrifice, u in the 
PA. II. end of the world, is inſtead of all repeated burnt 
Www offerings, and ſerves to put away all ſin:— Nor 
need Chriſt have offered himſelf often; his once 
ſuffering to bear the fins of many, is ſufficient 
for their juſtification before God, fo that there 
ſhall be no more remembrance made of fins, e- 
very year, as under the law of Moſes. This is 
2 happy priviledge of the new teſtament, that 
all thoſe coſtly bloody ſacrifices, and the tedious 
rade of them ceaſes, a burden almoſt intoller- 
able to be born, and that by one offering Chriſt 
hath perfected forever them that are ſanctified. 
A great happineſs that our necks are delivered 
from this yoke of bondage, and that the method 
and terms of acceptance, in the new covenant, 
are more favorable, eaſy, rational, and ſuited to 

à ſtate of freedom and manhood. 

IT is a ſpiritual, noble and worthy fervice, 
that our Lord Jeſus Chrift requires of us, that 
Tends to the refining and exalting our natures, 
to raiſe us above low and ſordid. views and pur- 

ſuits, to fix our attention on things unſeen, and 
ou? us for cceleſtial entertainments, and the 
ociety of angels. Having reconciled us to God 
by his death, that we may be finally ſaved from 
wrath through him, and inherit glory -and im- 
mortality in the heavens, even that kingdom 

which cannot be moved, he expects that we hold 
faſt grace, whereby we may ſerve God accepta- 
bly with reverence and goldly fear. He re- 
quires of us that we run our chriſtian race with 
parience, that we fight the good fight of faith, 

and finiſn our courſe and keep the fait 
That we be not weary in well doing, nor. faint 
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in our minds, but become ſtrong: in his grace, Di. IX. 
ſtedfaſt, unmovable, always abounding in the PA. II. 
work of the Lord, becauſe our labor ſhall not, 


be in vain in the Lord: He enjoins it upon us 
that we cleave to him in love, and hold faſt the 
profeſſion of our faith without wavering, and 
continue patient in ways of well doing ;—that 
we love him above father, mother, wife, children, 
houſes, lands, and are ready to ſacrifice our lives 
for his ſake, and take up our croſs and follow 


* him. For, 


As in the old covenant it was required of the 
Jews that they adher'd to the worſhip and ſer- 
vice of the one true God their king and ſove- 
reign, and kept his ſtatutes and judgments, which 
it a man did he ſhould live in them; ſo in the 
new, (tcdfaltneſs and fidelity to our Lord and 
maſter, our Savior and redeemer, even faithtul- 
nels to the death, in the ſincere practice of uni- 
verſal righteouſneſs, charity, picty, and that we 
depart from all iniquity, is indiſpenſably required 
of all his people, in order to the participation of 
of, the bleſſings of his kingdom, and ſharing in 
that eternal life which he has purchaſed and diſ- 


penſes according to the goſpel ; even that re- 


demption which he has, wrought out for all them 
that obey, him. Which brings us to the 


4th Axpo laſt thing, viz. To ſhew that the 


- miniſtry and covenant of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


13 better and more excellent than that of Moſes, 
becauſe his covenant is founded and eſtabliſhed 
upon better promiſes. In the firſt covenant the 
promiſes made to the obedience there required, 
were worldly, temporal and civil, as has been 
obſerved : In this ſecond and beiter * 
W the 
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Di. IX. the promiſes to evangelical virtue and righte- 


PA. II. ouſneſs, are of an eternal and molt glorious na- 1 b 
ture. Moſes promiſed a long and happy lite on b 0 
earth : Jeſus the mediator of the new covenant, 1 
inſures to his faithful followers the life of ages == 
in heaven, One engages earthly, the other 1 
cceleftial treaſures and honors : One promiſes i a 
the Canaan here below, the other the Canaan 1 
which is above. S 1 
Tux law of Moſes ſtiles the Iſraelites a king- p 
dom of prieſts, a peculiar treaſure: But the ſon te 
of God, who waſhes his people from their ſins 6. 
in his own blood, has made them indeed kings, > 
and prieſts unto God and his father, and they 18 
are in a more exalted ſenſe a royal prieſthood, 1 
* a holy nation, a peculiar people.” The joy 1 
and affluence of Canaan was but a faint ſhadow u 
of the fulneſs of joys and everlaſting pleaſures et 
that are at God's right hand forever. The con- = 
ſiderations are eternal and moſt important that cc 
are made ule of in the new covenant, and infi- : 
nitely ſuperior to thoſe under the law. Thoſe | in 
bleſſings and curſes that related to time and the q 
preſent life, are quite inconſiderable, in compari- | de 
ſon of the everlaſling ſanctions of the golpel. pe 
Here the diſobedient are threatned with the Is fir 
ſecond death, with unquenchable flames, and of 
utter baniſhment from the divine preſence: And di 
the obedient and faithful, and ſuch as overcome te 
in the way of righteouſneſs, have the promiſe of 2 
a crown that never fades, of a ſeſſion with Chi iſt tu 
upon his throne, a promiſe of entering in thro' an 
the gates into the heavenly city, and ſhining 3 
forth as the ſun in the kingdom of God! But th 
he greateſt good and evil appertaining to that te 
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firſt covenant, were not comparable to theſe, for Dj. IX, 
they terminated in this world. The promiſes pa. II. 
of the goſpel are indeed moſt excellent, even e 


ceeding rich and precious, and the joy and con- 
ſolation of the believer's heart; the bare con- 
templation of them often fills him with rapture 
and joy unſpeakable and full of glory. It is to 
be remembered however that theſe promiſes, in a 
leſs clear and perfect manner, were made to the 
patriarchs long before the law of Moſes; agreable 
to which, the author of this epiſtle ſays of them, 
that they ſought and deſired a better country, 


even an heavenly, a city that has foundations, 


&c. But then it is well known that theſe pro- 
miſes or this goſpel was not in and by the law, 
which was a covenant and diſpenſation by itſelf, 
under which indeed, theſe promiſes of ſpiritual 
eternal bleſſings were ſubſiſting, and various ways 
typified, but yet they made no part of that old 
covenant, as ſuch. 

Bur it is now time to conclude with ſome 
improvement. 

1(t. How great is our happineſs in living un- 
der the new teſtament diſpenſation, ſo much ſu- 
perior in light and grace and comfort, to that 
firſt covenant which was calculated for the ages 
of darkneſs, bondage and ſuperſtition ? That 
diſpenſation was confined as well as obſcure, limi- 
ted chiefly to the Jews, whereas the goſpel 1s as 
univerſal in its extent, as it is glorious in its na- 
ture. The bleſſing of Abraham in its full ſenſe 
and latitude, is deſcended upon us Gentiles : 
The promiſe is to them that are nigh, and to 


them that are afar off: Chriſt is become a light 


to the Gentiles, and God's ſalvation to the ends 
W 2 of 


Dj. IX of the earth. God has performed the mercy 
PA. II. promiſed to the fathers, and has remembered his 
WL boly covenant, has given knowledge of falvation 


to his people by remiſſion of ſins, and cauſed 
the day ſpring from on high to viſit us. Truly 
our lines are fallen to us in pleaſant places, and 
we have a goodly heritage. We are the happy 

eople that know the joyful found, and that walk 
in the light of God's countenance. We Gen- 
tiles are betome his people, who were not his 
people, and we have obtained mercy who had 
not obtained mercy.” 

Ovr ſouls ſhould magnify the Lord, and our 
ſpirirs rejoice in God our Savior, who has thus 
beheld the low eſtate of his ſervants : And we 
ſhould give thanks to the father who hath made 
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance with 
the ſaints in light: Who hath delivered us from 
the power of darkneſs, and hath tranſlated us 
into the kingdom of his dear fon. 

O LET us highly value and eſteem the know- 
ledge and grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
account all other things but as loſs and dung, 
for the excellency of it, and labor with St. Paul, 
to be found in him, not having our own righ- 
teouſneſs which is of the law, for our juſtification 
before God, but that which is through the faith 
of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by 
faith. Let the love of Chriſt have a conſtraining 
influence upon us, and gratitude to our divine 
and moſt benevolent redeemer, induce and ani- 
mate us to that univerſal obedience and holineſs, 
without which no man ſhall ſee God's face. The 
new teſtament requires purity both of heart and 
life, and if we ſhare in the bleſſings of this cove- 
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nant, we muſt reſemble our Lord in all benevo- Di. IX. 
lence and goodneſs, and be not conformed to pA1l, 
this world, but transformed by the renewing of 


our minds. Chriſt's people are not of this world, 
as he was not of this world, but they are choſen 
out of it, and have their treaſures and hearts in 


heaven, and are effectually taught by the goſpel 


and rich grace of their ſalvation, to deny un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſt, and to live ſoherly, 


righteouſly and godly, 


2dly. Lr us all therefore who have named 
the name of Chriſt, and profeſſed his religion, 
receive the exhortation to depart from all ini- 
quity, and to walk worthy of the Lord, unto all 
pleaſing, being fruitful in every good work, and 
increaſing in the knowledge of God.” As we 
have received the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, fo let us 
walk in him, and become rooted and built up 
in him, and eſtabliſhed in the faith. And as 
the author of this epiſtle exhorts, let us conſider 
the obligations we he under, to give the more 
earneſt heed to the things Which we have heard, 
leſt at any time we let them lip ; remember- 
ing the character of him from whom we have 
heard them, even the ſon of God himſelf, by 
whom the father hath ſpoken to us in theſe laſt 
days. For if the word ſpoken by angels, whoſe 
Lord he is, was ſteadfaſt, and every violation of 
that law received a juſt recompenſe, how ſhall 
we Chriſtians eſcape, if we neglect ſo great ſal- 
vation, which ar the firſt began to be ſpoken by 
the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them 
that heard him, God alſo bearing them witneſs, 
with figns and wonders and divers miracles ?” 
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Di, IX. 
PA. II. 
—— 


6. 12. 


12. 1. 


2. Cor. 7. 


the fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear 


The Second, or 


As it is a better covenant in which we ſerve, 
and our light and advantages are greatly ſupe- 
rior to thoſe of the legal diſpenſation, having a 
moſt glorious hope ſet before us, the promiſe 
of an eternal inheritance, ſo a more free, chear- 
ful and noble ſervice is r-quired of us, even a 
ſpiritual and rational ſervice, flowing from love, 
liberty, and the filial temper of God's adopted 
children. It becomes us to run and not be 
weary, to work and walk and not faint, and 
mount up with wings as eagles. Let us not be 
of the number of thoſe that draw back unto 

rdition ; but of them that believe, to the ſav» 
ing of the ſoul.” | 

And let us fear leſt a promiſe being left us 
of entering into his reſt, any of you ſhould ſeem 


to come ſhort of it. Let us not be ſlothtful there- 


fore but followers of them, who through faith 
and patience inherit the promiſe. And being 
encompaſſed with fo great a cloud of witneſſes 
to the truth of the goſpel promiſe, as the apoſtle 
enumerates in the 11th Chap.. Let us lay aſide 
every weight, and the fin which doth fo eaſily 
beſet us, and let us run with patience the race ſet 
before us. Let me beſeech you brethren by 


the mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies 


a living facrifice, holy and acceptable unto God, 
which is your reaſonable ſervice. Let love be 
without diflimulation ; abhor that which is evil, 
cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affecti- 
oned,—fervent in ſpirit—reoicing in hope—pa- 
tient in tribulation, —inſtant in prayer. 

Havinc ſuch precious prom iſcs, dearly belo- 
ved, let us cleanſe ourſelves from all fil ineſs of 
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of God. Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the faith, quit Di. IX. 
you like men, for ye are no longer under ſchool- pA. II. 
maſters and tutors, but are God's redeemed adopt 
ed ſons and daughters: And being not fer- 
vants, but ſons and heirs, therefore God hath 
ſent forth the ſpirit of his ſon into your hearts. 
 FinaLLy holy brethren, partakers of the 
heavenly calling, be ſtrong in the Lord and in 
the power of his might. Put on the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to ſtand a- 
| gainſt the wiles of the devil. For we wreſtle not 
# only againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt principa- 
lities, againſt powers, and againſt the rulers of 
the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wick- 
; edneſſes in high places. Wherefore take unto 
you the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to withſtand in the evil day, and havin 
; done all to ſtand. For he that holdeth out to 
the end ſhall be ſaved. To him that overcom- 
eth, ſaith our Lord, will I grant to fit with me on 
my throne, even as I have overcome and am ſet 
x down with my father in his throne. He that 
hath an ear let him hear what the ſpirit ſaith 
unto the churches. 
ER one indeed has not an ear rightly 
tuned to hear theſe things. This is the pecubar 
happy privilege of Chriſt's illuminated ſanctified 
. . the eyes of whole underſtanding are en- 
lightened, that they may know what is the hope 
of his calling, and what the riches of the glory 
of his inheritance in the ſaints. With regard to 
others, God hath not to this day, given them eyes 
to ſee and ears to hear and hearts to underſtand. 
Tux condition of ſuch is very unhappy, very 
dangerous and pitious : You are yet in your 
ſins and under condemnation, in the gall of bit - 
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Di. IX. terneſs and bond of iniquity, dead in treſpaſſes 
PA. II. and ſins: Tou have never yet been made light 
A inthe Lord, and recovered to ſpiritual liberty, out 
of the dark and tyranical kingdom of ſatan. 
All old things are not paſſed away, nor all things 
become new; the heart of fleſh has not been gi- 
ven you or the heart of ſtone taken out of you, 
The God of this world yet blinds your minds, 
leſt the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, 
who is the image of God, ſhould ſhine into them: 
This is the reaſon the gotpel is hid to them, that 
continue yet loſt in fin and to a ſenſc of true vir- 
tue; for ſatan, the great enemy of human happi- 
neſs, works in the corrupt hearts of the children of 
_ diſobedience, to obſtruct the efficacy of the goſ- 
pel and all the deſigns of divine grace and mer- 
cy. But thy condition O] unrenewed ſinner is 
not deſperate, though dangerous; there is for- 
givt neſs with God - you have the offers of ſalva- 
tion you have yet a ſpace for repentance 
heaven and earth are at work for you though 
morally ſtupid and inſenſible, yet you have the 
natural powers of conſideration, reaſon and re- 
flection you may be convinced of your circum- 
ſtances as they relate to ſin and ſalvation, whe- 
ther rightly impreſſed wich them or not The 
ſpirit of God, it is to be hoped, has not utterly 
forſaken you. O ! therefore ſinner, be not want- 
ing to thyſelf, nor give occaſion of ſelf condem- 
nation; be up and doing -ſeek the Lord while 
he may be found, call upon him while be is 
near: For now is the accepted time, now 1s the 
day of ſalvation, = 
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Of Faith and its Connection with 
Juſtification and Holineſs. 


ST. JAMES 2. 24- 


rs juſtified and not by Faith only. 
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HERE is often the appearance of inconſiſt- Diſ. * 


ence and contradiction in the writings both 
| of inſpired and uninſpired authors, where 
notwithſtanding, upon a thorough impartial view 
of the caſe, the ſeeming diſagreement is found to 
be real harmony. I | | | 
THresE words are St. James's concluſion from 
the premiſes and cunſiderations in the foregoing 
verſes : And he appeals to the reader for the truth 
and certainty of the conſequence, and ſpeaks wi:h 
great aſſurance of his conviction in the point, © ye 
ſee then” from the fore going reaſoning, © how 
that by works a man is juſtificd and not by faith 
only” A rn 


H ow could thisapoſtle have contrived a way to | 


expreſs himſelf in more direct oppoſition to St, 
Paul; who in Rom. 3. 28. ſays ©& Therefore we 
conclude? from the principles before laid down, 


S that a man is juſtified by faith without the op 
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The Relation of Faith, 


Dif. X. of the law”? For this likewiſe is the reſult of a 
PA. I. long chain of reaſoning by this great apoſtle of 
— the gentiles. And yet we believe they were both 


under the infallible guidance of the holv ghoſt, 
and that there is no ſtudied or material difference 
between them. And indeed if the e was any real 
contradiction between theſe two apoſtles in this 
matter, they would be as inconſiſtent with them- 
ſelves, as they are with each other. For St. Paul, 
in leeming oppoſition to his ſolifidian doctrine, in 
the foregoing chapter, reminds his hearers of a 
day of fu ure recompenſe, and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God, when he will render 
to every man according to his deeds : Jothe pati- 
ent continuer in well doing, eternal life ; to the 
contentious and diſobedient, indignation and 
wrath ; for the dcers of the law ſhall be juſtified in 
the day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men 
by Jeſus Chriſt. And although the deſign of 
St. James in this place is to prove that a ſaving 
faith is of a working nature, yet he does not inti- 
mate that the true believer is not juſtified in the 


fight of God, previous to a courſe of actual obe- 


dience; yea methinkshe intended to teach us other- 
wiſe, even that an operative faith juſtifies, ante- 
cedent to thoſe good works, by which it is made 
232 for he here refers us to two famous in- 
ances of Abraham's faith, one is that of offering 
his ſon Iſaac, of which he ſays, ©« ſeeſt thou how 
Faith wrought with his works, and by works was 
faith made perfe&t”. The other is in the verſe 
immediately before the text, taken from Gen 15. 
6. and conſiſts in the patriarch's relying upon the 
omiſe and faithfulneſs of God, that his ſeed 
hould be as the ſtars of heaven; in which _ 
| wor 
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principle of natural theology, which the chriſtian 


Juſtifcation and Holineſs. 


prove his doctrine of juſtification by faith, prior 


to that courſe of bed ence and good works which 


is the fruit of it; and in reference to this St. 


James ſays, „the ſcripture was fulfilled which 


faith that Abraham believed God“, not that he 
worked, and it was imputed to him fur 2 
neſs”. From whence one is apt to infer, that 
however neceſſary works are to faith and juſtifica- 
tion in ſome view, yet faith, even according to St. 


James, juſtifies the true believer before the per- 


formance of thoſe good works, which are the ge- 
nuine fruits and conſequences of it; ard this is 
the doctrine of St. Paul. It is a remarkable cir- 


cumſtance however, that both theſe apoſtles ſh: uld 


produce the example of Abraham, the one 0 
pr ve that a man is uſtificd by faith without the 


deeds of the law, the other to ſhew how that b 


works a man is juſt;fied and not by faith only. 
'Thovgh indced this is the caſe with regard to all 
ether b.lievers as weil as Abraham. 

NEVERTHELESS it is obſervable that neither 
of theie holy writers. though aſſiſted by the 
holy Ghoſt, impoſe their doctrines upon us, 
by a meer abſolute authority, but come at their 


ſeveral concluſions in a way of argumentation, of 


which reaſoning, we are in ſome meaſure capable 
of jadging, without pretending to any extraordi- 


wary inſpiration. | 


IT may moreover be remarked that this doctrine 
of St. Pau] is the great peculiarity of the goſpel 
revelation : That of St. James is a fundamental 


revelation 


works ſ em not to be immediately connected with Dif. X. 
his fai h as in the other inſtance, and which is PA. I. 
thercfort pr duc-d by vt. aul, once and again, t 
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Diſ. X. revelation ſuppoſes and confirms. If the doctrine 
PA. I. of the latter apoftle be falſe, that virtue and good 
orks are ſome-how concerned in our juſtifica- 

tion, and neceſſary to our final acceptance with 
God, then all religion falls to the ground with it, 
and there is nothing left, as ſeperate from it, that 
deſerves the name: If the doctrine of St. Paul be 
falſe, that we are juſtified by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and brought into a ſtate of favor with God, net 
in virtue of our own righteouſneſs, but of Chriſt's 
obedience to the death for us, then chriſtianity 
only is made a ſacrifice of, If it were neceſſary 
therefore to ſuppoſe that one of theſe apoſtles are 
in the wrong, it muſt be St. Paul; for the doct- 
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rine of St. James is true, whether the gcſpel be + h 
o Or nor, | b 


Sve an air of contradiction, both to themſelves 
and each other, is a thing common among all wri- = 
ters, who write with the greateſt ſimplicity and 2 
honeſty, on different and oppoſite occaſions, and Y 
with a view to guard the truth againſt the ill ufe 
of it, that is often made, by evil minded perſons 
on either extreme, In ſuch an attitude theſe two 
apoltles are to be viewed, one as combating the 
errors of thoſe ſuperſtitious Jews who adhered ro 
the law for juſtification, in the fight of God, and 
rejected Chriſt and his atonement : The other, 
ſometime afterwards as diſproving and refuting the 
libertine, abſurd-notions of thoſe corrupt chriſti- 
ans that turned the grace of the goſpel into luſt 
and wantonneſs, and exalted faith to the prejudice 
of virtue and a good life. 

IT may very juſtly be ſuppoſed that each of 
theſe apoſtles would have preached the doctrine 
of the other in the ſame ſituation and circymſtan- 
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ces, as nearly as is common for two men, in their Dif. X. 
ſeveral ways, to ſpeak the ſame thing. Nor pa, I. 
ſhould hearers or readers too ſuddenly and raſhly Coymnw 
conclude, that there is a material, conſiderable in- 
conſiſtence in the doctrine of the ſame or differ- ſeeming 
ent preachers or writers, becauſe there is the ap- difference 
pearance of ſuch a thing, upon the firſt ſuperficial ought not 
view of the caſe, Neither preachers or hearers 1 
ſhould divide themſelves into partes under the of 
names of the ſeveral apoſtles, much leſs under o- dice. 
ther later names, one ſaying Lam of Paul, another 
I am of C-phas, I am of James or I am of Jour, 
It is the doctrine of the new teſtament, and of all 
the apoſtles, that we preach and that you profeſs ; 
and if all ages, and chriſtians of all profeſſions 
have labored to reconcile hem, ſurely inflead of 
being captious, carping and eaſily offended, we 
may expect that you ſhould take ſome candid pains 
in making #5 conſiſtent with overſelves and each 
other, who may doubtleſs be allowed to differ, in 
every reſpect, as much as the holy apoſtles them- 
ſelves, who had an infallible guidance. 
Wuar I principally aim at in the choice of 
theſe words, is not a dre? reconciliation of theſe 
two apoſtles, who indeed never were at variance, 
and which has been attempted in ſundry. ways, at 
divers times, and by many hands: Though I 
truſt you will find it, at leaſt, conſequently done, 
by the conſideration of the great doctrine of Fa1TH 
in its connection with juſtification, ſanctification, 
and vicarious ſatisfaction, which is to be the ſub- 
ject of this day's diſcourſe. 
I pip not think of a text, in which theſe ſeve- 
ral ideas were beiter and more plainly united than 
in this. St. James here treats of juſtification; 
and when he aſcribes it partly to works, he ſtill 


11 ſuppoſes 
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Dif. X. ſuppoſes and allows the hand of faith in it. Ye 
PA. I. fee then how that by works a man is juſtified, and 
pot by faith only.” The faith which is concern- 

ed in our juſtification, is, at leaſt, not an idle in- 


operative, but an active working faith, to ſay 
nothing, at preſent, of the external fruits and ef- 
fects of it in after - life. And therefore the apoſtle 
ſeems here to connect faith. holineſs, juſtification, 


and the grace of redemption together. I rely up- 


on it that there is ſomething ſo curious in the text, 
upon this occaſion, as ſubſequent to the fore- 
going diſcourſes, as will at I. aft render you patient 
to hear more of juſtification, and eſpecially as its 
relation to faith and the fruits of it, is the point 
directly to be conſidered, which has hitherto been 
only incidentally touched upon. I ſhall endeavor 

1 To deſcribe faith and confider its relation 
to holineſs, obedience, and good works, For 
the apoitle ſays, © ye lee then how that by works 
a man is juſtified and nor by faith only” : Here- 
by ſignify:ng that works and faith are ſomebow 
connected, and operate in union, in the affair of 
juſtification. | 

II. Cons1iDtr the connection that ſubſiſts be- 
tween faith, the faith of the goſpel, the faith 
of Chriſt, and juſtification by his blood, or obe- 
dience to the death, For St. James plainly al- 
lows that a man is juſtified by faith, though he 
aſſerts that he is Joſtificd by works alſo : But 
wherein he is juſtified by faith, excluſively of thoſe 
works of ri hteouſneſs that follow in the life, it 
may be ſuppoſed that he intends, it is meerly of 
grace and upon the ground of the blood of Chriſt, 


as St. Paul expreſly declares, For St. James 


does by ro means intimate, that Abraham or.any 


other believer was at firſt juſtified and had acceſs 
| into 
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into that grace, wherein they afterwards ſtood, up - Dif. X. 


on the ground of prior obedience ; or that former PA. I. 
works had any hand in procuring this favor, no... 


withſtanding he ſo vehemently urges after obedi- 
ence and good works as indiſpenſibly neceſſary to 
life and happineſs. So much ſcems plain in the 


doctrine of both the apoſtles, hat juſtifying faith 


is of a working operative nature; but yet 20 works, 
commonly ſo called, that is, acts of external obe- 
dience, or courſe of virtue, are neceſſary to the be- 
lievers firſt accep ance with God, 

IT may be noted that St, James does not aſcribe 
juſtification to works in the ſame abſolute manner 
that St. Paul aſcribes it to faith, Works are whol- 
ly excluded from the juſtification of rhe latter, 
but faich is not excluded from the juſtification of 
the former. St. Paul ſays a man is juſtifi-d by 
faith, wiihou! the deeds of the law” ; St. James 
no more than that “a man is juſtified by works 
and not by faith only”. The apoſtles both agree 
in the excellence and fundamental importance. of 
faith : Even St. James in this epiſtle conſiders it as 
eſſential to acceptable prayer and devotion” : Let 
him aſk in faich, if any man lack wiſdom, it ſhall 
be given him ; but let not him that wavereth and 
is unbelieving, think that he ſhall receive any 
thing of the Lord”. And St. Paul on the other 
hand, who ſeems to ſet faith ſo very high, at ſome- 
times preaches works, in as ſtrong terms, to the 
full, as people in general in theſe days, love to 
hear them preached. ** Not the hearers, but the 
doers of the law, he ſays ſhall be juſtified.” 

Tux doctrine of theſe two apoſtles conſidered 
in the general, and upon the whole matter is ex- 
actly the ſame : And what real ſpecial difference 
there is between them ſeems to be this ; one con- 


ſiders 
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Wann BAS ane 
Gders actual obedience ard following virtue and 
good works; as connected with faith, in bis viero 
of juſtification, and repreſents them both as con- 
junctly neceſſary to it: The other conſiders an 
operative faith as juſtifying,* in hit view of the 


thing. excluſive of # courſe of actual obedience, 


whether before or after. But there is ſuch an 
intimate kindred between the right diſpoſition and 
the good action, that they are often accepted and 
rewarded as the ſame, This helps to unite the 
ſentiments of the two apoſtles, in ſome meaſure. 

Bur now if we only vary a little the light and 
reſpect in which they conſider juſtification, and 
allow their faith and its operative nature to be the 
ſame, it will ſerve to unite them perfectly. And 
why may we not be allowed to take this liberty 
thus a little to vary their view of juſtification ? 
For is it not quite evident that the ſinner is at firſt 
juſtified in the fight of God, and admitted 
to favor, through faith in God, in Jeſus Chriſt, in 
the great ſacrifice for the fins of the world, not 
only without a prior conrſe of obedience, but be- 
Fore there is opportunity for thoſe following works 
of righteouſneſs, which are the fruits of faith? And 
this is the light and view in which St. Paul 
conſiders juſtification ; as has been heretofore 
ſhewn, But then no man will pretend that 
actual obedience, when opportunity is granted 
there for, is not eſſential to that faith, and to the 
liſe and continuance of it, and to the believer's li- 
ving and dying in a juſtifyed ate, in peace and favor 
with heaven; and this is the manifeſt reſpect, in 
which St. James conſiders juſtification. And un- 
der like views and circumſtances, one might war- 
rant it, St. Paul would have preached the doctrine 
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of St. James, and James that of St. Paul: even in Dif. x. 
” like manner, as under this different conſideration of PA. 1. 
tee ſubject, other miniſters of the goſpel, not under 
4 inſpiration, /eem to preach differently from them- 
ſelves, and contradict one another, like inſpired 
apoſiles, when they are treating of faith and works, 
and their influence into juſtification and acceptance 
with God. 
Fon it ought to be remembered, that St. Paul 
deſignedly ſets himſelf, as the occaſion required, io 
magnify the office and celebrate the glory and vir- 
tue of faith, in reference to the ſinners acceptance 
with God, even the father, thro' grace that is in his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt : and Ay on the other hand, 
makes it his point, (for ſo the cafe be chat to 
preſs the neceſſity, and ſer forth the excellency and 
glory of a virtuous character, as that to which faith 
and revelation are deſigned to raiſe us, and without 
which a meer ſpeculative belief of the goſpel, and 
a bare profeſſion of chriſtianity is but an empty 
name, a vain unprofitable thing, like a body with- 
bout breath, or a charity that evaporates in words, 
i = Ir each of theſe holy apoſtles had had both theſe 
d N n 
1 thingy, at the ſame time in their view, and under 
” their immediate conſideration, they would, in all 
probability, have given leſs occaſion for the ſu 
1 | poſition of an inconſiſtence between them. In this 
= reſpe& theſe ſacred writers reſemble others, and 
> Human nature ſhews itſelf under the inſpiration of 
* God. And I believe I may add further, that here- 
jn they obſervably differ from the Son of God 
himſelf, to whom © God giveth not the ſpirit by 
meaſure.” ? | 
Bur it is time, as propoſed, to conſider more 
directly what Faith is, and point out its relation 10 
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Dif. X. | ti6lin&fs; obedience and good works. For when 
PA. I. this apeſtle ſays, ye fee then how that by works 
a mag i jalbffed, and not by faith only,“ he leads 
us to underſtand that they, ſome how jointly concur 
in the buſineſs of juſtification, and that faith and 
virtue are intimately connected with each other. 
Abraham's faith wrought with his works, and was 
petfected by them. ; x. 
Faith deſ- Br faith in the general notion of it, we com- 
crib'd as monly ntiderſtand, f think, the beheving, aſſenting 
TazRlifying to, or being perſwaded of the truth of, ſoniething, 
upon reaſonable evidence or teſtimony. And d!- 
vine faith in particular, which is converſant about 
the things of God and religion, is grounded upon 
ſome divine teſtimony : as human faith is founded 
upon the teſtimony of man. | | 
Bor then faith in the ſpecial and more excellent 
view of it, as it relates to religion, and has juſtifi- 
cation and ſalvation aſcribed to it in the holy fſcrip- 
tures, implies and intends ſomething more than the 


meer belief” of truth, as ſuch, for religion reſpe&s 


the heart as well as the underſtanding, and the great 
doctrines of divine revelation, are to be conſidered, 
nof only as truths in ſpeculation, but as uſeful, in- 
tereſting, practical truths, that relate to our peace, 
happineſs and eternal ſalvation: and it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that the peodneſs and excellence of divine 
truths have relation to the will and choice, the af- 
fections and paſſions, even as the truths themſelves 
are the direct objects of the underſtanding. 
Axp moreover the belief and juſt perſwaſion of 
thoſe truths of God, that are good, uſeful and 
moſt intereſting to us, as they operate upon the 
heart and paſſions, ſo they have a natural tendency 
to and are ſuppoſed indeed to have a-correſponding 
8 ; influence 
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influence upon the actions, the life and converſation. Dif: N 
And accordingly we find in the word of God, that PA, I. 
oftentimes belief and unbelief. ſignify. much the 
ſame as obedience and diſobedience, and ſo vice 

verſa *; and that faith involves the idea of truſt, 
affiauce, hope, confidence. *© I know whom La Tim. 1. 
have believed”, or truſted and confided in, ſays the 12. ; 
ſuffering, triumphant apoſtle. And ſurely it, muſt. 
be ſo, that divine truths ſuitably received and be- . 
lieyed, will have theſe effects; for it cannot be 
ſuppoſed, that God infinitely wiſe would reveal, to 
us truths. from heaven to ruſt, in our, heads, or only 
gratify our curioſity, having no connection with our 
rere moral temper and conduct, or with our 

uture happineſs, becauſe this would be altogether 
unworthy of the divine character, at the ſame time 
that it appears unſuitable to what muſt be ſup d 
the nature and deſign of a revelation to ſinful 
creatures, | 
Ap further it is to be remembered that the 
great God is graciouſly pleafed to deal with his 
people in a way of covenant, wherein he promiſes 
and grants bleſfings, favor and indulgence, as well 
ag denounces judgments, threatnings and curſes, to 
the reſpective ' worthy. and proper objects; and ac- 
cordingly-he is repreſented as a, God of truth, and 
without iniquity,” a God who keeps.covenant from 
generation to generation, whoſe word ſtands faſt. 
in heaven, and whoſe faithfulneſs never fails. 
1 X 2 I beſe 

be unlearned reader may fee how the tranſlators bete ren - 

der'd theſe words either way; in the margin di/ehegient, 
and in the text believed. and fo on the contrary. Heh 11. 

31. Eph, 5. 6. Heb. 4 11. What is rendered © He that 

believeth not” John 3 36. is tranſtated diſobedient ioRon. - 


1.3 & AQts 26. 19, &. Believed and truſted are Pto- 
miſcuouſly rendered 2 Tim. 1 12. 
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PK. T riſy beach the ohjedts of hope, joy, confidence fx 

APA the one hand, and of fear; terror, concern. en tHe 
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debe And theſe principles and paſſiphs it 
! > 2M of human 


well known are the/grand motives of human actions. 
So that he who real/es the being, 2 NE: 
fections, promiſes and menaces of almighty God, 
feels thoſe affections, poſſeſſes thoſe diſpoſitions, and 
is animated to thoſe purſuits, that are correſpondent 
"thereto. He that thus believes in the power an 
faithfulneſs of God, will love and fear him will 
make him the object of his religious hope and con- 
fidence—will piouſly commit his way to him 
wait patiently upon him live reſigned to bis will 
—dread his anger and diſpleaſure—fſeek and > 
to obtain his favor and approbation; praying wit 
holy David,. O that my ways were direfted* to 
keep thy ſtatutes.” * That is, upon the whole, the 
true believer will be a man of piety, patience; meek- 
[neſs and univerſal goodneſs. —His aﬀfe®ohs iI 
be ſet on things above, his heart will go after God, 
not after his covetouſneſs, and having thefe precious 


4 | 1 of the goſpel made to him, and" the fpfid 
ope of glory in him, he will purify hiürſelf eve 


as Chriſt is pure, laboring to be "cleanſed from all. 
filthineſs, both of the fleſh and ſpirit. ” Thus the 
author to the Hebrews deferibes faith, as the ſub- 


- 


rmed wonders, denied themſelves, deſpiſed the 
world, out of weakneſs were mide firong, ſubdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteouſneſs, &c. If we exa- 
mine the faich of thoſe 'worthies, the author of 
04 3X 7 that 
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that epiſtle enumerates.in. the I 1th chapter to the Dif.- 

Hebreys, we ſhall. End 3 gant dp. ch a con; PA. 

Adence towards God, and full per vation of bis LS 
everlaſting truth and faithfulneſs, 38 produced re- 
ſignation, ſubmiſſion and obetlience to his will in the 
molt difficult and mortifying inſtances. _ Was not 

= this the caſe with Abraham, Moſes, &c ? For 1 

5 r OE ERA, 

* Bur then moreover the blood and obedience of 
Jeſus Chriſt is a freſh and ſpecial ground of con- 
fidence in God, revealed in the goſpel, and this 
truſt in God by Jeſus Chriſt, is eſpecially chriſtian 
faith, as diſtinguiſhed from religious faith in gene- 
ral. That propitiation God has provided for us in 
his Son, is at the ſame time an honorary ground of 
the remiſſion of our (ins, and a ground of hope to- 
wards God; the belief of ir tends to cure our 
rebellion, preyent our deſpair, and put us upon re- 
tur ning to God by repentance. - Sin and guilt cre- 
ate fear and diſtruſt in the mind, and he that has 
greatly and ungrarefully tranſgreſſed, naturally 27 
pets the good will of him whom he bas offended, 
and juſtly made his enemy :— Therefore that we 
might bave the ſtrongeſt aſſurance, of his kindnefs 

and bepevolence, God has, by the goſpel, revealed 
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to us the certainty and grounds of reconciliation ; 
that ſo we might, inſtead: of hiding ourſelves and 
our ſins from him like Adam, return to him with 
penitence and confefſion of our fins, entertaining a 
chearful hope of acceptance with him, in his dearly 
a r IR a ings 45 

. Axp. in this way it is, moſt eminently, God leads 
ſinners to repentange by his goodneſs, and conquers 
bis enemies by: kindneſs. —And. thus we ſee how 
that repentance towards God, and faith towards our 
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5 The Relation of Fai by 
Lord Teſus Chriſt ſtand. connected W 


1 


each other. And thus it appears that the Rach of 
the goſpel is accompanied with affiance, hops, cob. 
dence i in God by. Jeſus Cbriſt ; thro? whom: God 
is, reconcilug the world unto himſelf, not imputing 
er treſpaſſes unto ther. For we fear 8 be; 


= . 


oy true fear and love of God, both of hem, im- 


Pply the keeping of his commandments, and natu- 
fe 1 obedience! and conformity to his will 


aſure. Faith in God by Jeſus Chriſt, as 


Sau made peace for vs by the ! blood of his crols, 


"tends to Inſpire” hope, love and, gratitude, and theſe 
to produce all the virtues of a good life. A meer 
ſpeculati ve, common, cold aſſent to ptopoſiti tions, as 
being in themſelves true, that relate to religion, 
ſuch as St. James may be ſuppos'd to intend; way 
be a diſtin thing from virtue, and be found vn- 
connected with it, for the devils believe and, trem- 
ble: Eſpecially may ſuch aſſent be deſtitute of the 
fruits of righteoulneſs, where there is the disbelie 

of ſome important principles, counteraQing, the 
belief of others, or ſome very. erroneous: notions 


egtertained; as. often happens with then of vicious 
and debauched charaQters ; But the thorough per- 


'fwaſh on and conviction, of the doQrines of religion, 


28 being not only true and divine, but as moſt im- 


Portant? and intereſting to us, and in their common 
and Juſt connection with each. other, 'and free from 


; ungodly errors, mult ſurely carry with it ſuch an 


impreſſion upon the heart and conſcience as wil 
influence the life and actions. 

So to believe in any perſon, : as to put Aire 
in him, to truſt and rely upon bis goodneſs, 1 wil- 
dom, ability, faithfulveſ, in matters that wWe ap. 
: prehend 


: 
N 


ufifioation and Holineſs. 327 


- preh moſk near and momentous to us, neceſſarily Dif, & 
Fig es love. and eſteem, ſubmiſſion and obedience PA.. 1 
* fortuch 
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| Fraß So the faith of Chriſt, which im- N 


hes froſt jn him, and in the, mercy of God thro” 
1 muſt be accompanied with the heart and af- 
Fedtign, with obedience and fidelity. And accord- 
Ingly we read that fanh works by love, that loye 
. which is the fulfilling of the Jaw ; that it purifies 
the heart; and as what. St. James teſtifies to in this 
chapter, brings forth, good fruits and effects, even 
works of charity, virtue, ſelf-denial. | 
IT is worth remarking further, as a proof of 

che ſanctifying nature of that faith which juſtifies 
and ſaves, that the very inſtances which St. James 
. adduces. to. ſhew that by works a, man is julitified, 
and not by faith only, the author to the Hebrews 

; Mentions, without any thing ſaid of works, to prove 
the power, truth and excellence of that faith 1/1. 
12 which the juſt do live. By faith the harlot 
Rahab periſhed not, with them that believed not“. Heb. 11. 
But St. James aſſures us that this faith which kept 31. 
„Rahab from periſhing, and was ſo excellent, was 
. of the working ſort, for “was not the harlot Ra- 
hab juſtified 4% works, when ſhe had received the 
meſſengers, and ſent them out another way? And 

it is alway: ſuppoſed and intended that the faith of 
. the. faints is thus accompanied. by obedience and 

good works, whether any mention be made of the 

latter or not. For tho? faith itſelf is diſtinguiſha- 

ble from the fruits and effeQs of it, yet a truſt of 
heart on God by Jeſus Chriſt, is itſelf holineſs and 
piety; and the true believer is ſanctified as well, as 

juſtified, by his faith. 

Is a word, the goſpel is a diſpenſation of grace, 
Tich and free grace, as diſtinguiſhed from the con- 
i | 4 | ſtitution 
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. X. ſtitunog of vature and law and as ſuch does eni- 

PN Eni require the> exergiſe af falih and ruſt in 

de d. and hit revealed: 23 merey by Jehbs 
goſpel itſelf is fo often - 


- Chih : And hence it is ofte 
eNtiled Ihe faith, thi objeft being put for the act 
Hence true chriſtians are by way of emphaſis call. 
ed believaro, becauſe: the hew teſtament points us 
much beyond any other diſpenſation, to unſeen |” 
objects, Which» faith- alone can converſe with: and 
hence alſo evangelical righteouſneſs is termed the 
zohedience of faith, as ſpringing from the belief 
and hope of theſe inviſible and future realities. 
Upon 5 wg whole then jt ſeems, that unbelief and 
- infidelity, is not meerly a diſcrediting the truths-and Ft 
. gracious declarations of heaven, but a neglect and . 
contempt of the great ſalvation, in general, a re- | 
jecting the mercy of God in our Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
and a refuſing that he ſhould. reign over us; it 
' implies rebellion in the heart, as well as the want 
of aſſent and light in the underſtanding: whereas 
faith, in the larger acceptation of it, is a hearty 
+ _- --gloling with the propoſal of heaven, ſo as to act 
Ander the influence of thoſe divine gnd falvtary 
„ waths, that have found reception in the mind— 
uch a belief of the goſpel, as implies an accep- 
Why f. ih tance of the tendere mercy, which alone can 
2 : "fave. us, an embracing che Savior; and ſubmitting 
the boy urſelves to him. No wonder therefore that ab- 
(criptares ſolution and juſtification; in the fight of God, is an- 
as of ſuch nexed to faith; or indeed, that in this comprehen- 
impot- ſſve view, it ſhould be made the term of „alvation 
teuce. jtſelf: and eſpecially when we conſider that it is 
the root of evangelical obedience, and ſuppoſes and 
involves an intire change and renovation of heart | 
and temper; inſomuch that the apoſtle John 13 ! 
+" - 4 a 66 C 
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1 He that believeth that Jeſus is che Chriſt;-is born 10h 
of God. Now this being the caſt, ir in hot ſtrange, 8 1. 
I, that unbelief on the dhe hand; ſhould be re- 
- and that Juitbh on the other fhould male ſuc ha 
figure as it does in the holy ſcriptutes; and eſpłti- 

ally in the new. teſtament / and that pardon 

and future glory ſhould appear to be ſo emmmenty 
ſuſpended upon it; it being a grate of ſuch great 
conſequence and faperior' influence under the gra- 
eious diſpenſatioꝝ apd in the chiiſtian life, implying 
that character, and cordial (acceptance of and affi- 
ance in, the grace and fal vation of the goſpel, wich- 
out which it, is not eaſy! to conceive, how we 
could, with any decency or propriety, become par- 
takers of them. But if juſtifying faith be conſi- 
dered only as a meer aſſent of the mind to truth, 
or as being without moral excellence, or as not sur 
act, it is difficult to account for what we find ſaid 

of it and aſcribed to it in the word of Gd. 


De He. E are now to conſider the connection Piſ. X. 
I between faith and juſtiſcation, as pA. II. 
we have before endeavoured to ſhew the connection 
between faith and ſandtifcation. The faith which 
Inu lifies the finner may be called a boly faith, as it 
iin itſelf a moſt conſiderable branch of holineſs, 
i nplying other virtues, and being the root of evan- 
gelical obedience. Faith and works are related to 
each other, and they both ſtand jointly related to 
Juſtification. Ye ſee then, ſays the apoſtle; how 
as. jo by works a man is juſtified and not by faith 
7 oon y.“ | | {ws £4 Ta Ne Fr en e 
Tur ſeveral things yet neceſſary to be obſerv'd 
from the words, for the further clearing them up, 
* : . and 


ha ee ahem, m may. 9. cheow 
BF. be. el $i 


1 er and 0 rs 
; 153 WE 4049 £1 avor jo. ſhew. negatively d. 
"4h 0es , not, juſtify fingers. io. the fight of 'Goo 
en ho? it be conhidered' as | Qpergtrye. a0 ia 


Velen ding all chriſtian, obedience. 
' ConSipzR poſitiveſy how. ih does Juſtify .a 
ook | in the / feof of God, without, and_prior 10, a 
"courſe of actu obedience, . and thoſe 7a A 
Works of righteouſneſs. which flow from it. 

_ 3: Sue h how it is true likewiſe, e 

"James 3 in, the text, © that by works a man s juſſi- 

"hed and not by faith only. . 

I. Tura is a view, in which faich does not 
Faithinſelf Fjuſtify the, ſinner in the fight of God, ..eyen. tho' 
me, it be conſidered as operative and ſemipal ty inclu- 
joſtißcati · ſi five of all chriſtian virtues. By this T mean, 5 Is 
on. not in itſelf their juſtifying gh, or. 

. reaſon, ground and meritorious. cau heir. 2 
ceptance with God, of their rdon, 010 3.5 and 
juſtification before him. Tho' it be the way and 
reaſonable mean, according to which, even nature 
| itſelf ag. well as the God of nature, have appointed 
on. that the finner ſhould. become partaker of . Chriſt, 
| and the redemption that is in bim. and e in t 
5 is the condition of it, yet it is not the. groupd 
or procuring cauſe of his acceptance & acquittance, 
5 any mote than the receiving a favor in a ptog r Man· 
ner, is that favor itſelf, or than the confidi ing. in a 
; len or e an objeR, is that very per- 
A on or object itſelf. If our belieying and pal ing 
in God's mercy and faithfulneſs Was the ver Al e 
that procured acceptance for the ſinner in his ſigbt, 
then where. + be the need of Chriſt's: 2 


. fin, for ug that we might be made the righte- 
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Tuftifieation and NG. 


Suſneſs df God in him? It is\the _merey 


Ged 73 
that, pardons and juſtißes ſinners, 9 jp this met A 


mercy. or _ righteouſheſs of God the goſpel by: 2 
how lainly informed us, is exerciſed. upon 
ground of Chriſt's blood and obedience to 
death, which is therefore a great object of .cbriflign 
faith; for God bath; ſer forth Jeſus, Chriſt to be. 2 
propitiation, thro? faith in his blood, to declare at 
this time his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of (i 2 
The chriſtians faith terminates upon this mercy of 
God, as revealed in Jeſus Chriſt, the great ſacyifige 
For the ſins of the world, and without theſe, woujd 
have no efficacy towards the ſinner's juſtification. 


It is the blood. of Chriſt, as of a lamb without ble- - 


wiſh and without ſpot. that makes the atone- 
ment and procures our pardon and redemption; 
faith ſtlelf can do no more than as.a moral and 
* fir mean, gives us an intereſt in and title to this 
divine righteouſneſs and propitiation, and ſo make 


"ir ours, a juſtifying righteouſneſs. to us, an actual 


* offering and facrifice to God for our ſins. in 3 
. leuhar. * 
Wu our Lord declares to the diſeaſed wo- 
wan, thy faith hath made the whole, how are we 
to underſtand bis words? That the runs 's. be- 
lief, and not the ageney of Chriſt wrought the cure? 
To ſuppoſe this would be e ay: tory to 
the power of our, great phyſician, A we aſ⸗ 


equal 
of he: great. mediator. In the former caſe * 


and his omnipotent operation, were all in all. 
_ the latter caſe Chriſt and his infinite merit are all 
in all. In both caſes faith is only the eye to diſ- 


cerp, and the. hand 10 receive. the ſovereign 1 


eribe * to the act of rw ; 1 will be 
derogatory to the obedience [and death} 
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| | ' on F th ; 
The Reletier of Faith,” 


if X. I would further obſerve, that faith is very particy- 
A. H. urly diftiogmſhed from the righteouſneſs 'whi 
hake. We” read of the righteouſneſs which. is 
i - by faith and of fach. This form of expreſſion 
puts an apparent difference between the evangeli- 
cal faith and the evangelical righteouſneſs. Since 
Whatever is 3% another, and F another, cannot, 
Without the greateſt violence to reaſon and language 


% 


be reckoned that other.“ . | e 
I ,x the believer is at firſt juſtified, as in the ſighᷣt 
God, by faith itſelf, conſidered as virtually in- 
cluding all future obedience, then he is juſtified ac- 
cording to works, | in that ſpecial view of juſtifica- 
tion, wherein St. Paul expreſly aſſerts that a man is 


„ „„ % wHirw# 4 ATA es 


Juſtified by faith without the deeds of the law; 5 
and not only fo, but the believer muſt be Juſtiied c 
by works before he has performed them, which is 4 
Juſt as abſur'd as to ſay that che ſinner is condemned + 
for ſins before he has commirted them ; and is in- 1 
deed but little better then to aſſert that men are 5 
ſtified and condemned from eternity: for wh 1 
may not men be conſidered as the ſubjects of theſe 1 


Lag 


things before they have a being, as well as before 
- they have done thoſe things that deſerve praiſe and 
Blame? Faith irſelf, under no conſideration can be 


” et 2 


ealled a legal righteouſneſs, nor does it make any I; 
"#tonement for the ungodly ; but as ſinners we are v7 

- necepted in virtue of an atonement, and that as 7 

Rom 5 9. made by Jeſus Chriſt, for we are ſaid to be juſtified 5 
„ Tg 4 
*-*2dly. Ws are to conſider poſitively how faith BZ 

does Juſtify a ſinner in the ſight of God, without +1 
Works; that is, not only without prior obedience, | {7 


but previous to thoſe works of righteouſneſs which 


How from it and are perfeQtive and demonfirative of [ 4 
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how and * 221 * 1881 Fe, * dr Rn { 2 
N. And: this it does in that view of juſtification Di 
Which reſp ut tit 
of -God t Father, who is offended at che-/frus of 
men, and is reconciling the world unto. himſelf hy 


.- 
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his wn Son, our Lord Jeſas Cbriſt. Juſlificatioh 
in this light, is by faith alone without, worles, and 
without the deeds of the law, if we. may believe 
the doctrine of St. Paul, who inſiſts, much upon it. 
That faith which is imputed for righteouſne ſs, or that 
tighteouſneſs which is obtained in the way of be- 
Heving, upon the ſinners firſt reconciliation to God, 
is without works, properly ſo called. And the 
nature of the caſe requires that it ſhould be ſo, for 
the ſubje of juſtification, conſidered in this reſpeR, 
is the inner, the ungodly who has no works of righ- 
reouſheſs to be impured before fanh and repentance, 
and that change of heart and temper, without which 
he is not qualified to bring forth fruit unto, God. 
Bur he that is a believer and born of God is already 
Jultified, Neither is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
works before faith & juſtification are truly pleaſing 
10 God, becauſe the inner is then an enemy — 
Aatienated in his mind: But as for thoſe works that 
Follow faith and juſtification, they come too late to 
Juftfy.in this view of ie. 
Ds. Wutrer has largely and by. various argu» 
ments demonſtrated this matter, in his preface, 49 
| ebe to the Galatians, 


Har Evangelical obedience or works of Fs 


rightcouſneſs done by us after faith in Chriſt, are 
excluded from. ha faih which juſlihes,. is evident 
"becauſe they follow the. faith which juſtifies, —— 
We are created in Jeſus Chriſt to good works, 
which God hath ordained; that we:ſhogld. walk in 
them.“ So thaf we mult 'be#ficlt in Chriſt by vir» 


& the preſent. dime, and the judgment PA. II, 


Hi The Ration of Fu, 
De X; be of this faith, before we can bi fired to de works 
PR. II. of evangelical righteouſneſs. And this argument may | 
GAY be confirmed" from many "inſtances of perſons who | 
bekeved & were immediately baptiſed the ſame day; 1 

Dr. Whic. for being baptiſed for the remiſſion of ſins, it muſt = 1 
 by's rea- be ſuppoſed” they were capable of being juſtified. = 
ſoniogss As the three thouſand at St. Peter's ſermon, Acts == 
upon the 2. 41. The Samaritans upon hearing Philip, the i 
rant. Pubuch, the Jaylor, &c. Now what evangelical 10 
obedience could theſe men perform to render them t 

juſtified by works? The ſcripture is expreſs 8-3 

and frequent in this aſſertion, that believers are 1 
fuſtified by faith, in which 2 either faith 1 


uſt include works or evangelical obedience, or it = 
doth not; if it doth not, we muſt be juſtified by s © 
faith atone. And that it doth not formally include 10 
works of evangelical righteouſneſs appears from = 
the plain diſtinction which the ſcriptures puts be- 1 
tween them when it informs us, that farth works by je 
love, as with our works, and is made perfect b =_ 
them ; when it calls upon us to ſhew forth our fag ; 
* works, and to add to our faith virtue, know- n 

Me, godlineſs, temperance, patience, brotherly cc 
Findnej/s and charity: and when it ſpeaks of the & ot 
works of faith, and the obedience of faitb. de 
Perſeverance to the end, and being faithful ro the n 
death, are by our Lord himtelf made the conditions p 
of ſalvation, and of receiving from his hands the Ss th 
crown of life; if therefore theſe be alſo the con- ac 


ditions of the juſtification promiſed to faith inChriſt, s 
no perſon is, or can be juſtified by faith till he dies.“ = 
+ | Fehn © 2. I0X- 7 112 *. 
| | I 13 
"ae | | | | . 
Not altogether foreign to this are the, words of the laie 
„Mr. Hervey,. „If the juſtiſyir g righteovſ:cls was to be 


ronghr out by _eur/elues, we could net et be unly and ſolly 
Py | Juſtited 
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and the ſtare and condition of the 
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from the nature of the thing, Dif. ** 
perſobs to whom PA II. 


the goſpel was firſt preached; that they ſhould be - 


juſtified or abſolved from the guilt of their paſt! 
ſis without new obedience, or without actual obe- 
dience to all the commands of Chriſt; tho“ not 
without that faith which did engage them to 
it, and was ſufficient” to produce it. — This 
engagement to future obedience, was virtually con- 
tain'd in their repentanee and faith in Chriſt, and 
was ſolemnly made by them at their baptiſm —— 
Now this being all that they could then do, it muſt 
be all they were obliged to do in order to their juſ- 
rification ; and yet it is certain that a promiſe of 
obedience is not obedience ; and that even the new 
covenant requires, in order to ſalvation, a ſmcerd 
and conſtant performance of the obedience thus pro- 
miſed. So that the conditions of falvation, of 
juſtification from our paſt offences, can never be 
the ſame. a 

Tus will be further evident, if we conſider that 
no man can enter into covenant with God, be te- 
conciled to him, be admitted to his grace and favor; 
or-be enabled to ſerve him acceptably, till his fins 
be pardoned ; for God cannot be reconciled to ſin- 
ners, whilſt they continue under the guilt of ſin un- 
pardoned ; nor can he enter into covenant wich 
them, or receive them to his grace and favor, of 
accept their ſervices, till he be reconciled” ro _ 


Juſtified till death; till our warfzre is accompliſhed, and 
our ſalt act of obedience exerted. -—— But how aunconforta- 
dle is ſach a notion 1 how miſerable would it reader out 
lives ! and how direQ!y does it tun counter to the determi- 
nation of the apoſtle, ** ye are juſtified.” wks. 
l ws DIAL, Vol. I. P. 204. 


; X. Wen God entered into covenant with: bis wy 
PA. II. peopl 
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e. a ſacrifice was firſt offered to make atone- 
ment for their ſins, and the blood of it was ſprink- 
led upon all the people. Heb. 9 19. And the new 
teſtament, in which he promiſed to be merciful 19 
our iniquities, and to remember our ſins no more, was 
eſtabliſhed in the blood of Jeſus ſhed for the re- 
miſſion of our fins. So that the fins of a believer 
muſt be immediately pardoned upon his faith in 
Chriſt, or he can have no peace with God, no re- 
concilement to him, no intereſt in the new cove- 
nant,and be in no capacity to do him any acceptable 
ſervice. - This is the import of thoſe words, Chr iſt 
Suffered for our ſins that he might bring us 10 God. 


We who ſometime were afar #ff are by the blood of 


Cbriſt bro't nighunto him, for he is our peace. Eph. 
2. 13, 14. And he hath reconciled both ſews and 


Gentiles to God by his croſs. If then the blood of 


Chriſt procured this freedom of acceſs to God, tis 
certain we had no freedom of acceſs to him with- 
out it; and tis as certain we muſt have it by that 
faith which giveth us an intereſt in the propitiation 
purchaſed by it. ES: 

To fer this matter in the cleareſt light, and 
ſhew the reaſon why it was neceſſary that ſuch an 
act of grace, in pardonipg our paſt fins upon our 
faith in Chriſt, ſhould be vouchſafed that ſo we 
might be reconciled to God, capacitated for his 
friendſhip, and fitted for bis ſervice, let it be ob- 


ſerved, that to came 1% God, is to approach him in 
a way of worſhip—— and that God being a holy 
God none were to come into his preſence who had 


any pollution or defilement upon them, u on pain 
of death. till they were ſanctified or cleanſed from 


it by ſome purification or atonement made for 
* 4G ihem 
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n 7.8.4 
em to God. He dwelt in the whole camp of Dif. X. 
ſe), and ſo thoſe lepers, who were ſo unclean pA. II. 

28 to pollute the camp; were driven from it. God 

dwelt more eſpecially in the temple, and therefore * 

they who hid Jefſer impuriies— were not to 

come thither till they were cleanſed from thoſe 

defilemems. Whereas they who had no ceremo- 

nial defilement to be purged away, and no known » 

ſin to make atonement for, were admitted to come 

near to God, as being holy, and had freedom of 

acteſs to him in his tabernacle and temple. Now 

God being as holy'a God as ever, and ſtil] of purer 

eyes than to behold iniquity, the e ers of the 

new-teſtament ſeem as plainly to make our free- 

dom of acceſs to God. to depend upon our hs, 


ol 


ſanctißed in the ſacrifical ſenſe, i. e. our bein 
purged and delivered from the gvilt of fin by an 
atonement made for us by the blood of Chriſt, - 
that our fins being then pardoned through faith in 
his blood, we may have peace wich God, and an 
acceſs to his favor. According to Heb. 9. 13, 
14 Kc. . | | | ' 26440 + ; 
© -Upon the whole therefore it ſeems that altho? 
faith itſelf is not our juſtifying righteouſneſs, be- 
fore God, whether conſidered as alone, or virtu- 
ally comprehenſive of all chriſtian obedience ;—- 
andalrh6* the finer is immediately juſtified; thro? 
Faith, in the Gght of God, and obtains pardon and 
peace with the divine majeſty, in virtue of the 
righteouſneſs and propitiation of his ſon our Lord 
Jeſus'Chriſt, antecedent to any courſe of actual 
obedience, and in this ſenſe by faith alone with- 
out works, though not without that faith which 
is of the working kind, and the root of future o- 
Þeglience ; yet ſuch faith is not to be conſidered ag 


L (04 juſtifying 
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Diſ. X. juſlifying in any ſenſe in which it is not ſanctiſying 
PA, II. alſo, Wea omething diſlinct from holineſs. It is 
Cm, tbe.realonable and fit way and mean, preſcribed | © 
by God for our obtaining remiſſion of (ins and re. 
conciliation with his offended majeſty, through the |: 
death of his ſon, but not as a thing ſeperate from 
virtue and moral goodneſs, or oppoſed to it, but 
on the contrary, conſidered as a principle of new 
life, as imply ing regeneration, repeptance, ſub- 
miſſion to God in Chriſt, and as the ſpting of e- 
vungelical holineſs and good. works. : 
. Ir is not eaſy to conceive. it poſſible or any | 7 
ways agreable to the divine nature and perfections, 5 
that God ſhould fix upon any method of intro- | © 
ducing ſinners to a ſlate of peace and favor with | »; 
himſelf, that is not calculated to promote religion 0 


— 


and virtue, and indeed that does not eſſentially im- 
ply holineſs and piety in it. And this verily is 


: 
the caſe in fact with that faith of the, goſpel, by | 
which the ungodly are now juſtified and delivered 
from condemnation. Like as a rebellious ſubject * 
deſerts the fervice of his prince, and goes over to 14 -{ 
the intereſt of his enemies; but upon a proclama- |? 1 
tion of peace and pardon from his ſovereign, con- 4 
fides in his grace and mercy manifeſted therein, 
and thereupon returns to his duty and allegiance, |? .x 
with another heart, with other views, and to ano- «ve 
ther manner of life, aſhamed of his paſt miſde- = 
meanors: So the true believer is not only no w 
longer a vicious, impenitent, unconverted man, 1 if 
alienated and an enemy in his mind by wicked = 
works, but this very faith changes his heart and |? «C 
character, it makes him a new man, and eſſentially |? xo 
involves in it penitence and godly ſorrow for fin, 1 ih 
the love of Chriſt, and a heariy ſubmiſſion to his 2 
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r and government: — His views, his diſpoGri- Dif. X. 


ns, his temper, his carriage is altered. A vain PA, II. 


ſu perficia] belief, a dead faith will not have theſe 


concomirants and following effects: But how is it 
___ that ſuch a faith as is accompanied with 
0 


pe and confidence in God by Jeſus Chriſt, and 


an earneſt deſire of pardon and peace, ſhould not 


carry along with it ingenuous repentance for (in, 
affection and gratitude to the great redeemer from 
it, and an ardent deſire to pleaſe and glorify. him 
Here in order to glorification with him in the day 
of his appearing ? All the principles of the new 
creature, and the new life of the chriſtian, are 
implied in this faith of the goſpel. And as ſuch 


it juſtifies the ſinner, in the ſight of God, previous 
to that full harveſt of after fruits, which it is cal- 


eulated to bring forth, the recompenſe of which is 

the work of the great day. 
Tur idleneſs and futility of that diſtinction 

which ſome have made between faith, conſidered 


in its office of juſtifying, and theſe virtues and 


fruits it eſſentially implies and ſeminally contains, 
has been largely expoſed and fully confuted, by a 
living ingenious writer of our own, Nor can the 
ſanctifying influence of juſtifying faith, and the 
.eſſentialiry of this property of it, to the executi- 
on of its office, be tho't a matter of lower conſe- 
quence, or leſs worthy to be contended for, than 
the: doftrine of remiſſion of ſins, and the ſinner's 
ifirſt reception to divine favor and juſtification in 


*the' ſight of God the father of our Lord Jeſus 


(Chriſt, not upon the foot of perſonal righteouſ- 
neſs, but meerly of grace, through faith in the 


blood of his ſon, who is the Lord our righteouſneſs | 


end Propitiation tor our ſins. 
. 
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Diſ. X. Ws may now conclude this head with obſery. 
PA. II. ing ſomething relative to the operation of faith in 
_ the heart of thebeliever, the rie and progreſs of it, 
the apprebenſi ns and affefions of the Aae, that 
accompany his faich in Jeſus Chriſt, and that are 
preparatofy to it and conſequent upon it. And a 
meditation, it may be thought not improper pre- 
. vious to he holy euchariſt, we are about to cele- 
brate, where Chriſt's death is ſhewed forth, as the 
ground of remiſſion and acceptance with God, as 
well as the foundation of that new- covenant, which 

is all our ſalvation, and all our hope. 
Taz ſinner, under the influence of divine grace 
an d providence. applying himſelf to proper means, 
meditation, prayer &. is brought to realiſe his 
guilt and condemnation, and is ſenſibly and deeply 
affected with his own condition and character. 
He ſees and lays to heart his loſt periſhing ſtate as a 
ſinfu deſcendant of the firſt Aadam, and conneQed 
with him in the conſtitu ion of law and nature. 
He feels the weight of his ſins, the corruption of 
his heart, and becomes ſenſible that he has deſtroy- 
Tho aa ed himſelf, and lies under the curſe of God. And 
per of the having this affecting view of his miſery-and wretch- 
believing edneſs, he pants after deliverance, and longs for 
penitent. , redemption from the puniſhment of fin and the 
fearful wrath of God; not without ſome painful 
ſenſe of the malignity of fin, and {crious wiſh-s to 
be ſaved from the tyrannic power and polJuting 
ſlain of it. The burden of fin is heavy, and as 
one that is weary, he wants reſt. The true peni- 
tent is in heavineſs, his face is covered with 
ſhame and confuſion, and his heart filled and bro- 
ken with contrition and godly ſorrow. Sick and 
dying he needs the help and aſſiſtance of the great 
; — Phyſician.—— 
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phy ſician. Poor and indigent, and broken in his Diſ X. 
circumſtances, he finds himſelf involved in a migh- pA. II. 
ty debt which he is unable to pay. —— In this un.. 
comfortable attitude he ſtands prepared for a wei- 
come reception of the Savior and the ſalvation he 
brings. This bumbling effect of the law upon 
the ſinner's heart, giving a painful ſenſe of ſin and 
guilt and danger, is a thing in itſelf reaſonable to 
be ſuppoſed ; the only wonder is that more ſin- 
ners are not thus affected than they are, ſeeing the 
law of God condemns them, and his wrath is re- 
vealed from heaven againſt them in the goſpel :-— 
And this moreover is anſwerable to that diſpenſa- 
tion of law that preceded the goſpel, and agreable 
to what the belicving penitent experiences in him- 
ſelf. It is fit that a conviction of fin and con- 
demnation ſhould prepare the way for pardon and 
juſtification by grace. Surely we muſt feel and 

lament our circumſtances as /inners, before we 

ſhall ſuitably prize the redeemer and gracious re- - 
medy. Chriſt and his benefits come properly re- 
commended only to them who perceive that they 
are loſt in themſelves, and ſo groan under the guilt 
and ſlavery of ſin. And therefore it is the goſpel 

reaches conſolation to them that mourn, and our 
ro invites the laboring and heavy laden to come 
unto him for reſt, 7 

AND then further, becauſe they come unto him 

for reſt and pardon, and believe on him as the 
Lord their righteouſneſs and propitiation, who of 
God the father is made unto believers wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification and redemption, there- 
fore they renounce all confidence in the fleſh, all 
hope by the law, all pretenſons to juſtification ard 
acceptance in the fight of the offended majeſty 

gf heaven, upon the foundation of works, and 
a through 


Dif. X through the merit and excellence of their own pet- 
PA. II ſonal virtue and obedience. The ſinner deſpaits 
Gaz in himſelf before he comes in earneſt to fix his 
confidence upon the tneer mercy of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt : And through the law, becomes dead to 
the law in order to his living unto God, The 
foregoing his legal hope is like giving up the 
ghoſt : ——The Phariſee expires in his breaſt, 
and his own moral excellence and imaginary righ- 
_ teouſneſs is no longer worthy to be named as the 
ground of 28 in the preſence and before 
the judgment of the incenſed deity, The contrite 
ſinner views himſelf in the condition of the poor 
ragged ſtarving prodigal, and reſolves with himſelf 
to return in his rags and wretchedneſs to his hea- 
venly father, ſaying in bis humble, contrite, but 
not deſpairing language, Father I have ſinned 
againſt heaven and in thy ſight, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy ſon.” And he that a 
little before plumed himſelf upon his integrity and 
ſuppoſed virtue, as what would open for him a 
paſs to the divine favor, how proſtrate in the duſt, 
crys, God be merciful to me a ſinner.” Under 
ſuch like apprehenſions of his ſinfulneſs, guilt, and 
unworthineſs, the convinced, humbled finner re- 
pairs to Jeſus Chriſt, as to the fountain of life and 
cleanſing, the ſecond Adam and new ſource of 
hope and happineſs, who has done away fin by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf, and purchaſed, by his o- 
bedience to the death, every needed bleſſing for 
his people : He comes to him as having all 
grace and glory treaſured up in him, and as inveſt- 
ed with power to diſpenſe that eternal life, to the 
proper ſubjects of it, according to his covenant, 
Which is the gift of God the father in him to all 
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the rightful heirs, and for which he has paid the Dif. X. 

invaluable price of his own moſt precious blood. pA II. 
AND therefore he caſts h.mſelf upon this Savior. 

and upon the mercy of God in him, truſting in 

his merit and worthineſs, and relying upon the di- 

vine faithfulneſs in the mighty redeemer and peace- 

maker, through whom the offended father is re-' 

conciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing 

their treſpaſſes unto them, Senſible that he has 

deſtroyed himſelf, here he applies for help where 

alone it is to be found, having his ſole and intire 

dependance upon the mediation, righteouſneſs and 

interceſſion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for favor 

and acceptance with that God, in whoſe ſight, 

upon the claim of juſtice and by the deeds of law, 

no fleſh living ſhall be juſtified. 

MorxzoveR finally this humble confidence in 
the mercy of God through the mediation of big. 
ſon, muſt be accompanied, as the caſe in all rea- 
ſon ſuppoſes and requires, with ingenuous grief 
for ſin, and hearty, unfeigned reſolutions of new 
obedience in time to come. 'The believer con- 
ceives an irreconcilable averſion and hatred to fin, 
to all ſin, and abhors himſelf on the account of it, 
and ſeriouſly reſolves to return no more to folly. 
How can it be that he who thankfully and in 
earneſt hopes to obtain pardon and redemption 
through the blood of Jeſus, ſhould not repent of 
and reform thoſe ſins, which he thus hopes to be 
delivered from the fearful guilt and puniſhment 
of ? How inconſiſtent to look for pardon and 
peace through Jeſus Chriſt, ſo long as we retain 
the thing that makes us enemics in our minds to 
God? Can the ſincere believer in Chriſt, hold faſt 
bis luſts, ar the ſame time that he embraces the 
Savior, who has died for them? No: in the ſame 
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proportion that he loves the dear and compaſſi nge 


ate redeemer of his ſoul, who has been wounde 


for his tranſgreſſions and took the curſe and blow 
of juſtice in his ſtead, he will hate fin which is 
thus malignant and offenſive to God, and expiated 
by ſo coſtly a ſacrifice” and of the evil and bitter 
effeQs of which, he has been made ſo ſenſible. 
And though he may fall into fin, and poſſibly of 
ſome continuance, yet ſo lopg as the ſeed of God 
abideth in him, he cannot become again the habi- 
tual ſlave of vice. For the language of his heart 
is, © I will not offend any more: That which [ 
know not, teach thou me ; and I have done ini- 
quity, I will do no more.” * De part from me, 


ye evil doers ; for I will keep the commandments 
of my God.“ 


„ Otwitliſtanding all that has been ſaid, 
it is true likewiſe what St. James 

„ in the text, That by works a man is juſti- 
fied and not by faith only”. And this will appear 
1. Ir by a man help julfified we are to under- 
ſtand the apoſtle as meaning that a man's faith is 


juſtified in the ſight of the world. For though 


the believer is at firſt juſtified in the ſ ght of God 
by faith alone, that is, without and prior to, thoſe 
adtual works of obedience which flow from it, and 
which finiſh and perfect it; yet nevertheleſs the 
truth and ſincerity of a man's faith, after he be- 


comes poſſeſſed of it, may be evidenced and made 


manifeſt, by works, in the view both of heaven 
and earth. It muſt be allowed indeed that there 
is a wide difference between the ſinners juſtificati- 
on in the ſight of God, and the juſtification of his 


Faith in the ehe of es by WHICH it is cleared 


from 
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from the charge of inſincerity, hypocriſy, deadneſs Diſ X. 
and vanity, yet if we take the liberty of under- pA III. 
ſtanding St. James in this light, it very eaſily clears. C9 
all difficulties at oace, except it be the pertinency 
of his own reaſoning upon this ſerious, important 
ſubject. "Th 

Tr1s thought indeed is evidently ſuggeſted at Faith evi- 
the 18 u verſe, where the apoſtle ſpeaks of ſhew- nc by 
ing his faith by his works, in oppoſition to the one. 
man that vainly boaſts ot faith without any works 
to demonſtrate the truth of it. For if it be in ho 
nature of true faith to produce obedience and go 
works. as much as it is in the nature of charity to. 
expreſs itſelf, not in meer wiſhes, but acts of kind- 
nels and beneficerce, which is an allowed caſe; 
then he who pretends to faith, and yet is deſtitute 
of thoſe works of righteouſneſs, which are the 
fruit of it, is no better than the man whoſe love 
is diſſimulation, in word and not in deed, who 
though he utters kind words, yet ſhuts up his 
bowels of compaſſion againſt his needy brother. 

THis is what has led many writers, and ſome 
of note and character, into this interpretation of 
St. James, as the main ſcope and deſign of his rea- 
ſoning in this chapter, I cannot give you what 
is ſaid to th s purpoſe, in better words than thoſe 
of the late reverend and pious Mr. Hervey in his 
dialogues. | 

 Tatrow aſks, in oppoſition to the doctrine of 
juftification by faith alone, what will you ſay to 
thoſe famous paſſages in the epiſtles of St. James? 
By works a man is juſtified, Was not Abraham 
our father juſtified by works ?——— 4ſpaſio an- 
ſwers, Tais 1 would fay Theron the paſſages 
you quote, when detached from the context, may 
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Dif. N. feem- inconſiſtent with the declarations. of an- 
PA. III. cher apoſtle. As a limb when wrencbed from its 


* 
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natural ſituation, appears with an ait of diſpropor- 
tion. Whereas reduce the diflocated part and it 


will recover the ſymmetry of its ſhape; it will 


harmonize exactly with the animal ſyſtem —replace 
likewiſe theſe aſſertions; conſider them in conne&- 
ion with the whole paragraph; and they will be 
found, if not uniſons, yet perfect concords, with 
the ſtrain of St. Paul's teaching, What is the 
. which St. James undertakes toilluſtrate ?— 
o diſtinguiſh a genuine from an inſincere faith. 
If a man fay be hath fa'th; this is mentioned as 
the boaſt of ſome hypocritical profeſſor. So that 
the apoſtle is evidently dealing with a pretender to 
the precious gift: And therefore replies, ſhew me 
thy ja;th : Prove the reality of thy claim: Prove 
K to me, and to. the church, to thy fellow-crea- 
tures and fellow chriſtians. If unproductive of 
righteous and godly works, we muſt pronounce it 
purious, worthleſs, dead. 
Havix detected the cornterfei!, he proceeds 
to deſcribe the ſterling. The grand characteriſtie 
of which is, a frame of mind and courſe of action 
correſponding with the doctrine believed. By this 
touchſtone the faith of our renowned progenitor 
was tried; and being tried, was © found unto praiſe 
and honour and glory”; was not Abraham our father 
Juſtiſied by works ?—— Jaſtified! How? As to ac- 
ceptance with the ſupreme Judge? No: This was 
eſſected long before the patriarch offered up 1/aac. 
But when he exerciſed that heroic act of ſelf. deni- 
ab reſignation and obedience ; then his juſtification 
was evidenced to all his coptemporaries, and to all 
generations, His faith was made perfet? ; age 
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edits proper end ; and appeared to be of the true, Diſ X. 
the triumphant, the ſcriptural kind; ſines it over- PA. III. 
came the world, overcame ſelf, and r:garded Gd. 
as all in all, Upon the whole St. Paul ſpeaks 
concerning the juſtification of our perſons St. 
James concerning the juſtification of our faith. St, 
Paul deſcribes the manner of being juſtified before 
the all ſeeing God: St. James points out the proof · Dial 6. 
of a juſtified ſtate, as it is viſible to men”, * . p. 268, 
Thus he. . 269. 
ALrhovon this ſenſe and interpretation of St. 
1 may deſerve a place and regard, becauſe 
is very common, and has ſome countenance in 
the context, yet by others it is thought to be fo 
far from the main intention of the apoſtle, that 
it is only ſomething incidental ; that it is an arbi- 
trary unnatural conſtruction, and which the words 
of our text directly refute. © Ye ſee then how 
that by works a man is juſtified, and not by faith 
only.” According to the foregoing interpreta- 
tion of the words, it is ſaid this muſt be the 
ſenſe; & ye fee then how that a man's faith is juſti- 
fied and made evident to the world, by good 
works, and not hy faith only, or thus faith is 
made to appear not only by faith itſelf; but 
partly by faith and partly by works.” However 
abſurd it may appear, yet this muſt be the con- 
ſequence of it, if the ſubject of St. James's juſti- 
fication is the faith itſelf, and not the perſon: And 
his juſtification reſpects the view of men, and not 
the fight of God. And indeed St. James him- 
ſelf ſuppoſes that faith is not ſhewn by faith it- 
ſelf, but only by works, in the aforementioned 
18th ver.“ I will ſhew thee my faith by my 
works : And ſhew me thy faith without thy 
works,” if ſuch a thing be poſſible, ; 


348 
Diſ x. 


PR. III. 


— « 


The Relation of Faith, 


IT. ſhould ſeem this holy and divinely inſpired 
apoſtle had ſomething elſe in view, beſide this 


2. manifeſtation of our faith to men, ſomething of 


a ſtill higher and mote ſacred, important nature, 
when he thus preſſes and warmly urges, by fo 
many conſiderations, the neceſſiry of perſonal 
righteouſneſs and good works, in order to fal- 
vation, in a conjunction with faith, and as flow- 
ing from it and perfective of it. 

A CHARACTER among our fellow-chriſtians; 
as being true believers, and eſpecially when ſuch 
judgment is formed by the beſt rule, judging of 
the tree by its fruits, is a matter of no little 
weight and conſideration : But there is ſome- 
thing much more conliderable and momentous 
to every man than this, and to which I make no 
doubt the apoſtle had his eye, in this chapter, 
when he thus inculcates virtue and a good life 
upon believers in Chriſt Jeſus ;—as for inſtance, 
that ſalvation which he mentions at the 1 4th ver. 
which no man can partake of without works, 
under the circumſtances he conſiders him: 
That continued acceptance and favor with God, 
which is eſpecially exemplified in the caſe of A- 
braham : That final deliverance from wrath, 
and juſtification 1n the great day of accounts, which 
is the moſt intereſting concern of every mortal : 
Theſe are things it is altogether probable, the 
apoſtle had alſo in view. Therefore, 


Ajuftified * 2y. Works will appear neceſſary in con- 
ſtate im- junction with our faith, and not militate with the 


plies and 
requires 
works. 


foregoing doctrine of juſtification by faith alone, 
if by juſtification in this place, we underſtand a 


Juſtiſied ſtate, and the continued favor of heaven, 


after the ſinner's firſt reconciliation to God. We 
have before ſnewu how that in order to works 
+ N plealing 
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| | 4 
, | gplecaſingand acceptable God, the ſinner muſt be Dif. X. 
J Hirſt pardoned, cleanſed, reconciled, and therefore pA III. 
muſt be juſtified in St. Paul's ſenſe without 
works: But being now made a child of God by 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, juſtified by grace, and 
created anew in Chriſt, unto good works, the 
juſtified perſon is now capable of performing an 
acceptable ſervice to God, which 1s therefore re- 
quired at his hands, indiſpenſably required in or- 
der to the continued favor of heayen, and upon 
the penalty of forfeiting the crown of life, and 
falling under a ſentence of final condemnation. 
This is confeſſedly and plainly the doctrine and 
general ſtrain of the holy ſcriptures, and agrea- 
ble to the ſpirit of their threatnings, promiſes, 
ex hortations and declarations, without pretend- 
; ing to meddle, at this time, with the queſtion 
relating to the certain perſeverance of the ſaints, Y 
| and the power by which they hold faſt the pro- = 
feſſion of their faith and the practice of righte- bo 
ouſnels. | 
AND moreover this ſeems evidently enough 
to be the doctrine of St. James in the context ; 
for he ſpeaks. of perſons that are ſuppoſed to 
have believed alteady, and to be in a juſtified ſtate. 
Abraham was to be ſure a believer long before 
the time in which St. James conſiders him as 
offering up his ſon. For we read in the epiltle 
to the Hebrews, © that by faith Abraham being 
called of God to go out into a place, which he 
ſhould after receive for an inheritance, (i. e.) the 
land of Canaan, obeyed and went out, not know- 
ing whither he went” : Which was long be- 
Fore the birth of Iſaac, and before the promiſe 
; that his feed ſhould be as the ſtars of heaven 
© vr muldtude. Re Lo a 
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be Nelurion of Faith, 


Dil. Xx. Tarxme St. James in this light, how does he 
A. III. differ from the other ſacred writers, and from 
dur Lord himſelf? And what is it more than 
exhorting and requiring thoſe who had believed 

in God, to be careful to maintain good works ,” 

to be faithful to death, to run and not be 
weary, to perfect holineſs in the fear of God, to 
add to their faith virtue, knowledge, temperance, 
patience, godlineſs, charity, to bring forth fruits 

meet for repentance, and faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 

to abound in the work of the Lord, ſeeking 
patiently, in ways of well doing, for glory, honor, 
Immortality“: At the ſame time preſſing theſe 
things from ſuch like conſiderations, as follow, 

That true faith is made perfect by works; that faith 

alone cannot finally ſave us, where there is op- 
portunity for ſhewing the reality of it, by a 
courſe of future obedience ; that believers are 

dead to fin, and under the ſtrongeſt obligations 

to live no longer therein, being crucified with 
Chriſt, and made the ſervants of righteouſneſs, 

and buried with him in bapriſm, ſo as to be 

riſen with him, in the ſpirit, to newneſs of life :—- 

And moreover, becauſe that only ſuch as hold 

the beginning of their confidence ſteadfaſt 

unto the end, are partakers of Chriſt ; whereas 

ſuch as put their hand to the plow and look back 

are not fit for the kingdom of heaven; and ſuch 


0 


* 7 


2 as apoſtatize from good beginnings, as loſe 4 
their firſt love, and draw back, God's foul will | 
have no pleaſure in: And we read of a believing 

to the ſaving of the foul, as it ſtands oppoſed to 

a drawing back vnto perdition ; and therefore 

Hed. 19. is a believing to effect, implying a working out 


— 


1 enn 


99* "of our ſalvation, 
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Tuus may we conceive of St. James as exhor- Diſ. X. 


ö fi ting and urging chriſtians, of that, and indeed pA. III. 
: I of every age, not to content themſelves, with £ 
| I 


the form, without the power of godlineſs, with 
naming the name of Chriſt, and profeſſing faith 
in him, without departing from iniquity, and 
ſhewing the ſincerity of their faith and love, by 
their obedience and the holineſs of their lives; 
ſeeing faith, without ics proper effect and fruits, 
where there is opportunity for their production, 
is evidently not the genuine faith of the goſpel, 
but a naked, lifeleſs thing : And therefore ſuch 
whole lives and converſations do not anſwer to 
the profeſſion of their faith, are meer idle pre- 
tenders in religion, and their faith vain ; no ways 
reſembling that of the great father of the faith- 
ful and others, which wrought with their works, 
where it had ſcope to exert itſelf, and ſhewed 
that they were in a juſtified: ſtate, and the genu- 
ine children of God. For notwithſtanding the 
guilty ſinner muſt be juſtified, in the ſight of 
God, at firſt, mezrly by an act of divine grace, 
without works, and before he was qualified to 
perform them; yct very certain it is, he can not 
be, or remain in a juſtified ſtate and at peace 
with God, while unſanctified and continuing in 
aan habitual courſe of diſobedience to the goſpel. 
* In this ſenſe a man's juſtification depends evi- 
dently upon works as well as faith. And fo . 
3Uy. Ir does if we look forward and view 
him, as ſtanding at the Judgment-ſeat of Jeſas 
Chriſt at the lait day, when every man ſhall re- Worksne⸗ 
ceive according to the deeds done in the body. ceilary «© 
Then faith alone will not juſtify that man, whoſe J*fificati- 


> a n - 4 d - . cw, . * tho 
| Wicked fe has all along contradicted and given ow of 
| 


© Judgment 
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PA. III. 


Diſ. X. the lie to that Faith, to which he has vainly pre: 


The Relation of Faith, . 


tended, and which now demonſtrates that it was 


— not of the f. n f kind. Know O vain, pro- 
a 


Mints, man, that faith without works will not 
anſwer and acquit thee in that day, and at that 
dread tribunal : For then the very heathen will 
be juſtified or, condemned in their own conſcien- 
ces, according as they have obeyed or diſobeyed, 

that law which they arc to themſelves, wrote by 
the finger of the God of nature, upon the fleſh- 
ly table of their hearts. But how much more 
wilt thou, O wicked chriſtian, who haſt known 
and diſobeyed thy maſters will revealed in the 
goſpel, fall under condemnatian in that day of 
The revelation of the righteous judgment of God 
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven, 
in the goſpel, againſt all unrighteouſneſs and 
ungodhneis of men: Though a glorious reward 
and recompenſe is laid up for the juſt, which eye 
Hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath 1t entered 
into the heart of man to conceive of. They they 
only will be finally and cternally bleſſed, who 
have done God's commandments, for they ſhall 
have a right to the tree of life, and ſhall” enter 
in through the gates into the cœleſtial city. To 
the x1GHTEOUS alone it is, our great Lord and 
judge will ſay, in that moſt important day, 
« Come ye bleſſed of my father, inhexit the 
Kingdom prepared for you”. To oo wicked he 
addreſſes himſelf in ſuch dreadfal langua as 
that, © Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire. . Then 
it will abundantly and viſibly. appear how. much 
God loves righteouſneſs and hates iniquity : How 


| neceffary works are in conjunction wit faith and 


Wy Ne God expeAs ſomethip 58 0 of his bet, 
MY 


5 


NTT "Y.-H 


in 


A. » wa ws wo ww ww 


N | 1 
LP s \ * 5 4 2 k r 154 | 6 k * 8 ? 8 of 2 g * 
oh oh = 1 o 4 q 4 a — + 2 5 „ 4 1 1 * * . I * "4 , 8 . 1 4 %... * 5 7 . , 
Sr e eee n f * N ö . ann 3 
* I ” n ; * 0 1 2 1 2 7 ' > 4 * * 2 21 — 8 % Cs hs La ©; - 


£ =" » EW Tis een SING 1m 2006) hart wen" 6 


juſtification and ſalvation. For ſurely it cannot 
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by way of ſervice and return, while he is laviſh- Dif. X. 
ing out his bounties and his grace upon them. pa III. 
Ax it is particularly to be obſerved, that this. 
is the very thing St. James ſpeaks of, at no 
greater diſtance than the 1 2th and 13th verſes of | 
this chapter, and to which his whole diſcourſe A 
in this place has a manifeſt reference. For af- 1 
ter having exhorted thoſe to whom he wrote, | 
in theſe words, ** ſo ſpeak ye and ſo do, as they | 
that ſhall be judged by the law of liberty. For he 
{hall have judgment without mercy that hath 
ſhewed no mercy ; and mercy rejoiceth againſt 
judgment ;” He adds, © What doth it profit, 
my brethren, though a man ſay he hath faith, 
and have not works ?” Can faith ſave him ? Ft- 
nally, fave him in the day of the Lord ? Is meer 
believing all that is required of a man; ſo that 
he may ſtand juſtified in the ſight of God, and 
enjoy the favor of heaven, without the perfor- 
mance of thoſe works of righteouſneſs and cha- 
rity, which the goſpel indiſpenſably enjoins 
where there is opportunity for them? No verily; 
good wiſhes may as well feed and cloath the 
poor, as ſuch a faith juſtify and eternally fave 
the empty believer. One is no more a be» 
lieving to the ſalvation of the ſoul, than the other 
is that Jove which is the fulfilling of the law. So 
that thoſe words of the apoſtle above recited, in- 
troduceg his following conſiderations relative to 
che neceſſity of works as well as faith to a man's 


be that the believer, at death or judgment, or 
at any time after faith has had opportunity to 
exert itſelf in action, ſhould be found in a 
juſtified tate and in favor with heaven, without 
* 2 works, 


354 7he Relation of Faith, 


Diſ X. works, thoſe good works, of which chriſtianslare 
PA III. required to be zealous, and in order to which 
ways they are created a-new in Chriſt Jeſus, and are 
purified and made a peculiar people : And yet 
it muſt be allowed that ſuch good works were 
not required as neceſſary or any ways aceeſſary 
to the ſinnerꝰs firſt reception to divine favor, upon 
his faith in Jeſus Chriſt. There is a view there- 
fore, an important one, in which faith alone-will 
not juſtify and ſave us. © And ye ſee how that 
by works a man is juſtified and not by. faith 
only”. And as it is in the nature and tendency. of 
true faith to produce goſpel obedience, ſo this 
obedience is an indiſpenſable requirement of the 
new-teſtament or goſpel covenant, But this 
opens the way to things that are to be the ſub- 

jects of ſome future diſcourſes. 


To reconcile St. Paul and James to one ano- 
ther is not the only, or main thing that is neceſ- 
ſary and conſiderable ; to reconcile them to them- 
ſelves, or rather to view the doctrine of the holy 
ſcriptures, as it relates to faith and works, to 
juſtification by grace and the reward of obedience, 
ſo as that it ſhall not claſh and interfere with it- 
felf, but appear conſiſtent, true and harmonious, 
1s the great thing required to be done, 


Bor it is time to put an end to this diſcourſe, 
which ſhall be ſpeedily done by a brief exhorta- 
tion to faith and good works, wkich are both a 
thus eſſential, as we have heatd, to the preſent 
character and future glorious hopes of chriſtians. 


I. Tux exhortation, in general, is to believe 
on, and live in the daily exerciſe of faith towards 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, . 
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Leer unbelievers remember that there is no Diſ. X. 
other name, given under heaven among men, PA III. 


whereby they muſt be ſaved, but that of Ixus. 
who only is able to ſave unto the uttermoſt, all Exhorta- 


that come unto God by him. He that believeth tion. 


and is baptiſed ſhall be ſaved, and he that belie- 
veth not ſhall be damned. Seek to be convin- 
ced upon rational grounds of the truth of chriſti- 
anity, and labor after that faith, that holy, hum- 
ble confidence in the mercy of God by Jeſus 
Chriſt, which though it be the gift of God, yet 
the ſinner may hope to obtain in the uſe of means, 
in the way of ſerious conſideration, devout reflect- 
ion and daily fervent prayer. Endeavor to rea- 
liſe your unhappy, guilty ſtate, the evil of ſin ; 
the righteous anger of God at it, your need of 
pardon and the blood of Chriſt, that thereupon 
you may learn to prize the Savior and that fal- 


vation he brings, that you may welcome the good 


news of the goſpel, renounce fleſhly and vain 
confidences, and believe and truſt in the name 
of God's only begotten ſon. Every ſinner, e- 
very unbelieyer is under preſent condemnation 
and the wrath of God : Nor can he be juſtified 
any way but freely of the grace of God through 
the redemption that is in Chrift Jeſus. Labor 


therefore to ſee your miſery, that you may ap- 


ply the remedy, Conſider that to them that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus by faith there is zow no con- 
demnation belongs. And O how happy and 


deſirable is peace withGod our almighty enemy! 


How very bleſſed is the condition of all thoſe 


who are brought nigh to God by the blood of 


his ſon ! Who have acceſs by faith into this ſtate 


of grace and favor 


356 


. 


The Relation of Faith, 
Lr the doubting chriſtian cry with the father 


Dif. X of the child that had the dumb ſpirit, even with 
PA. III. tears, Lord 1 believe, help thou my unbelief.“ 


And let us all pray with the apoſtle, ** Lord in- 


Mark 9. creaſe our faith.” 


24. 


Le the believer hold faſt the profeſſion of 
his faith without wavering, for he 1s faithful that 
has promiſed : Nor calt away his confidence 
which has ſo great a recompenſe of reward. But 
on the contrary, take heed to himſelf that he 
loſe not the things which he has wrovght,” but 
that he obtain a Full reward, Live daily in the 
exerciſe of repentance towards God, and of faith 
towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Labor to be- 
come rooted and built up in Chriſt, and eſta- 
bliſhed in the faith, as ye have been taught, a- 
bounding therein with thankſgiving. Moreover 
in the 


Second and laſt place, As ye have received 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſo walk in him, growing 
in grace and chriſtian knowledge, Art thou 
reconciled to God, O believer ! Are thy fins 
forgiven through that faith in the blood of Jeſus, 
which implies repentance and renews the heart 
to obedience ? Then teſtify thy gratitude, evi- 
dence thy faith, and act in character, by being 
careful to maintain good works, aud by being 
zealous of, and active in them. O how hum- 
ble, how benevolent ſhould we be! How truit- 
ful of every virtue, gratefully ſtudying and con- 
triving what we ſhall do tor him who has done 
ſo much for us! How we ſhall enough honor 


him, glorify and ſerve him! How we ſhall fo live 


and 


Juſtification and Holineſs. 357 


and conduct, as that we may in the moſt effectu- Dif, X. 
al manner, be © to the praiſe of the glory of pA. III. 
that grace wherein he hath made us accepted in woyn—w 
the beloved.” 


Nox ever let us conſider the obedience of faith, 
meerly as a matter of decency, and fit comple- 
ment paid to the redeemer of our fouls, who 
loved us and gave himſelf for us: But as ſome- 
thing more than a piece of civility and cere- 
mony, even as that which 1s the end of our re- 
demption, the deſign of the goſpel, the great 
obligation of the new-covenant, or that, with» 
out which we cannot be true chriſtians at pre- 
ſent, or finally partake of the ſalvation that is 
in Chriſt Jeſus, with eteroal glory, 
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Objections to the Doctrine of Juſtifi- 
cation, in the Sight of God, by 
the Imputation of Righteouſneſs 
without Works, anſwered; and 
that Doctrine ſhewn to be conſiſtent 
with the final Reward of Virtue, 
and perſonal Obedience, in the Day 
of Chriſt, 


ROM. 3. 31. GAL. 2. 21, in Cobneftion. 


Do we then make void the Law thro' Faith? 
God forbid : yea we eftabliſh the Law. 
Ido not fruſtrate the Grace of God : for if 

Righteouſneſs come by the Law, then 
Chriſt is dead in vain. 


Diſ. xi. LLOWING St. Paul to be a pattern for 
PA. 1 other preachers, it follows, that they ought 
4 ſo to preach faith or the goſpel doctrine 

of juſtification before God, as not to make void 
the law thereby, and weaken the obligations to 
obedience; but on the contrary to eſtabliſh the 
eternal law of God, and all the obligations of 
nature: And in like manner reverſing the caſe, 
We 
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centiouſneſs, and the great author of it made the 


Objeftions anſwered. 359 


we maß add, the miniſters of the goſpel, after Diſ. XI. 
the example of St. Paul, ought ſo to preach the pA. I. 

law, and the conſticution and religion of nature 
as not thereby to fruſtrate the grace of God, ſub- 
vert the chriſtian ſcheme, and render the death 
of Chriſt of none effect. | 

Fon the apoſtle in this paſſage in Romans, 
argues in favor of the law of God and nature, 
and the perpetual validity of it, in oppoſition to 
ſuch as might pretend that he ſet aſide its obli- 
gation; through faith and the goſpel method of 
acceptance : Whereas in Galatians, he argues as 
zealouſly in favor of grace and juſtifieaticn by 
the blood of Chriſt, in oppoſition to ſuch as fruſ- 
trated this grace and propitiation, in preaching 
righteoufneſs by the law: Hereby guarding a- 
gainſt both extremes, and preventing, as much 
as poſſible, all abuſes, both of law and goſpel, 
from men of corrupt and depraved minds. For 
if the law be ſet aſide, the grace of God is turned 
into wantonneſs, the goſpel is a doctrine of li- 


miniſter of ſin : And on the other hand, if the 
law be the ground of juſtification, in the ſight of 
God, and righteouſneſs be obtained by our obe- 
dience to it, then Chriſt is dead in vain : For 
certainly if the divine law is to be confidered in 
ſuch a light, as that by the deeds of it, the ſin- 
ners of mankind, might be juſtified in the ſight 
of God, the father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it 
could not be neceſſary, that, in order to his re- 
conciling the world unto himſelf, he ſhould make 
his own ſon, who knew no fin, to become fin for 
us, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him, 


ww - © 
2 


j 


; 
'1J 


— 
a+ 


- : - — p 4 FP > Ze Rt 1 
1 — — — 2 22 
1 * 1 » = — Ss p<. ww—_ b * 


L n 
* 


2 4 | Tus 


Objections anfwered.' 


Dif.XI. Tur law and goſpel, nature and revelation, 


ve both their place and proper excellence, nor 


hens is one to be ever erected upon the ruins of the 


other : And the example of St. Paul may teach 
us to preach and vindicate them both in their ſe- 
veral turns, and do it in ſuch a manner, that in- 
ſtead of claſhing with and deftroying oneanother, 
they ſhall mutually ſubſerve each others intereſts, 
and ſtrengthen each others hands, 

Wr find St. Paul, in both theſe places, from 
whence we have collected the text, inſiſting upon 
the ſame ſubject, viz. juſtification in the ſight of 
God the father, by grace, through faith in the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt his ſon, in oppoſition to the 
way of jultification, upon the foot of law and 
nature. | 

' In Romans, after having obſerved that the 
whole world, Jews and Gentiles, ſtand guilty and 
ſpeechleſs at the bar of the divine majeſty, and 
that being all tranſgreſſors, none of them can be 
juſtified by the deeds of the law; he points us 
to that righteouſneſs which is the ground of juſti- 
fication before God, equally neceſſary and equally 
deſigned for the circumciſion and the uncircumciſi- 
on, and he calls it the righteouſneſs of God,which 1s 
by faith of Jeſus Chriſt (not by works) even faith 
in HIS blood, whom God the father hath ſet forth 


as a propitiation, and which blood is the price of 


our redemption, the ground of the remiſſion of 
fins ; by which law of faith all boaſting is ex- 
cluded, and the ſinner juſtified freely of grace : 
And therefore the law is ſo far from being va- 
cated and ſet aſide, that, through this divine 
righteouſneſs or atonement, it is honoted, eſta- 

bliſned and confirmed, and being till in force, 
Ws ; : every 
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every man is under indiſpenſable obligations to Diſ. XI. 
obey it. Neither upon the ſame principles is pA 1 
the death of Chriſt fruſtrated, any more than the 7 
law nullified, for if the propitiating blood of 

Chriſt, or righteouſneſs of God without the law, 

is the ground of the ſinner's pardon and peace, 

with the offended father of heaven, then without 

this there could be no reconciliation, but the 

wrath of God muſt abide upon the ungodly. X 


—_—_— 


Anv agreable to this is the apoſtle's reaſoning 
in Galatians, from whence the other part of the 
text is detached. ** Knowing, ſays he, that a 2. 16. 
man is not juſtified by the works of the law, but 
bv the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, even we have be- 
lieved in Jeſus Chriſt, that we might be juſtified 
by the faith of Chriſt, and not by the works of 
the law ; for by the works of the law, ſhall no 
fleſh be juſtified :” And this point he fully proves 
and demonſtrates, in the following chapter, — 
where he ſhews that a curſe belongs to all that 
are of the works of the law, becauſe they are 
tranſgreſſors of it, and that it is Chriſt has re- 
deemed us from this curſe, being made a curſe 
for us, i. e. ſuffered the penalty of the law in 
* our ſtead, as our ſubſtitute : And obſerves like- 
> wile from the holy ſcriptures, that the juſt ſhall 
* live by faith, and therefore not by the law, or in 
the way of their own obedience, for theſe two 
| ways of being juſtified are quite oppoſite to each 
' other, © The law is not of faith ;” the language 
| of it is, he that doth them ſhall live in them,” 
| 


whereas in the way of faith and grace, the un- 
godly or ſuch as have not worked are forgiven, 
1 have righteouſneſs imputed without works. 

1 Ir 
| | 
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Diſ. XI. Ir there was no way for the ſinner to be juſti- 
PA. 1, fied but by doing what the law requires, he never 
[could be juſtified at all. But there is a ROH. 
TEOUSNESS OF Gop, according to the ſcriptures, 
whereby the ungodly, or ſuch as have not obeyed 
the law, are juſtified through faith : And foral- 
much as CHRIST is the end of the law for righ- 
teouſneſs to the believer, and is of God made 
unto him righteouſneſs, thence we conclude that 
this righteouſneſs of God, is the righteouſneſs and 
falvation he has provided in Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
he has ſer forth as a propitiation, or made fin, 
a ſin- offering for us. 
Tux main point the apoſtle is upon in both 
theſe places, is the fame that has been much in- 
ſiſted upon in the courſe of theſe ſermons, even 
that of vicarious righteouſneſs and ſatisfaction, or 
the ſinner's acceptance with God the father, not 
in virtue of his own works of righteouſneſs, but 
through what Jeſus Chriſt his ſon has done and 
ſuffered for him. 
What vi. VIcARIOus or vicarial when applied to the 
carious,in great affair of our juſtification in the ſight of 
its preſent God, has relation to our Lord's obedience unto 
donnecti- the death for us. And the thing intended is, 


gets that Chriſt is become our ſubſtitute, by the ap- 


pointment of the father, and in fulfilling the me- 4 t 
diatory law and covenant, has reconciled for ini- 1 
quity and brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs, ſo 13 


that having bought us wich the price of his blood, Z 
and ſuffered the juſt for the unjuſt, God can be { 
juſt and yet the juſtifier of ſuch as believe in 
Jeſus, * | Trrs, 


He gave himſelf, Antilutron uper, A ranſom for all. If this 
does not imply the notion of wicarious, I very much 1 


queluon whether language itſelf can expreſs it.——Lutror 7 
| is £ 
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Tuts, to me, appears moſt evidently to be Diſ. XI. 
the doctrine of the goſpel, and one of its * pA. I. 
liar glories. Nevertheleſs ſuch is the weakneſs Cu 
and perverſeneſs of mortals, that there is ſcarcely 
any doctrine or ſyſtem of docttines, however ra- 
tional and excellent, but meets with its adverſa- 
ries and objections, or any fo abſurd and ground- 
leſs, but what can boaſt of its advocates and 
abetters. Through the great imperfection of all 
human knowledge and attainments; there 1s hard- 
ly a ſubject we meet with that ſtands clear of all 
doubts and difficulties z and though much more 
reaſon and evidence may appear upon one fide All dot. 
of the queſtion than upon the other, yet ſomething, rines lia- 
either of real or imaginary weight may always ble to 
be caſt into the oppoſite ſcale. Indeed whenever «rt wwe 
a point or ſcheme of doctrine appears to be ſolid- ons on 
ly maintained, and the evidence of the truth of this no ur- 
it is clear and plentiful, we may very juſtly and Sung 
rationally give our aſſent to it, and entertain it credibility 
as truth, notwithſtanding any railery or cavil that 
may happen on the ſide of its enemies: Or e- Cor 
ven though ſome objections of apparent or real 4 * 
weight and conſideration may lie againſt it. 

* For we now know in part, and propheſie in 
part. But when that which is perfect is come, 
then that which is in part ſhall be done away.” 

Bur however great and ſatisfactory the proof 
of any doctrine of importance may be, yet the 


truth 


is a ranſom ; which conveys a vicarious ſenſe. in its moſt 
common authoriſed acceptation : anti, which 
is equivalent to 77/ead, ſtill more fully aſcertains and 
ſtrengthens the idea. uper, which is tranſlated 
fer, and denotes a ſubſtitution of one in the place of 
another ; this added to all renders the expreſſion as de- 
terminate and emphatical for the purpoſe, as words can 
poſſibly be. - Hervey's Dial. Vol, I. p. 128 


364 


The de- 


fgn, 


Diſ. XI. truth itſelf, as well as the hehever of it, may re- 
PA; I. ceive, not alittle advantage, from a juſt and ſolid 
- anſwer to thoſe objections that ſeem to cloud it, 


ObjeGions anſwered. 


and which adminiſter prejudice to the minds of 
unbelievers. And the utmoſt that can be done, 
in the ſervice of the truth, and of mankind who 
are intereſted therein, is firſt to prove by ſub- 
ſtantial arguments thoſe doctrines of religion that 
are advanced, and then to anſwer the moſt 
— objections that are brought to oppoſe 
them. 

Tus latter of theſe, is what is propoſed to be 
done in this diſcourſe. Not indeed to give 
an anſwer to every objection that ever has or 
poſſibly may be made to the doctrine of juſtifi- 
cation before God, in the vicarious way, through 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, but only to ſome, of per- 
haps, the moſt importance: And which may 
ſerve to ſhew that this doctrine 1s conſiſtent with 
reaſon and nature, with ſcripture and revelation, 
with itſelf, and even in a good meaſure with 
what is advanced, by ics adverſaries in way of 
oppolition to it. | 


In doing this 1 truſt, the text, in both parts 
of it, will appear to be illuſtrated and confirmed ; 
even, that as, according to the goſpel ſcheme, 
the grace of God and death of Chriſt, are not 
fruſtrated, by the law, ſo neither is the law {ct 
aſide and made void, through faith: But on the 
contrary, that law and goſpel, reaſon and revela- 
tion, are conſiſtent and harmonious, in the great 


Intereſting and important doctrine of juſtifica- 


tion, in the ſight of God the father, by the 
merits of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, And 
ay 1. Ir 


j 2 2+ 2 w 


4 
5 


- 


1. Ir may, perhaps, be objected to the doct- Diſ.XT, 
rine of the ſinner's juſtification in the ſight of pA I. 
God, by the obedience and death of his fon, i 
the vicarial way; © that it contradicts nature, 
ſubverts her religion, and demoliſhes all hope of 
life upon the foot of law and perſonal well-doing : 
Whereas it is very certain that revelation was 
never deligned to put out the eye of reaſon, and 
no ſcheme of religion that thwarts and ſets aſide 
the firſt principles of nature and eternal rules of vicarious 


righteouineſs, can poſſibly be of God and accord- juflificati- 
ing to cruth.” on not de- 


A very ſhort anſwer might be given to this pad 
objection upon the principles that ſome eſpouſe, feaive of 
viz. that there is no ſuch thing as any religion of nature' s 
nature, and therefore no law in force, but only preſent 
as it is revealed and impoſed by an expreſs au- © 
thority : According to which, ſuch as have no 
written law, or at leſt no legiſlative revelation, 
that is deſcended down to them, in the oral way, 
with ſufficient authority, have no account to give 
of their actions: An eaſy anſwer, I ſay, might be 
given to this objection upon theſe principles; for 
if there be no religion or law of nature that can 
properly be called ſuch, then no doctrine of the 
goſpel can ſtand in any contradiction thereto, 
But as I am not yet convinced, that there are 
none but what enjoy an external expreſs revela- 
tion and impoſition of law, and believe that 
with regard to ſuch as do not (allowing there are 
ſuch) there are moral obligations, duties, and 
future recompences relative to them, ſo I ſhall 
endeavor to give another anſwer to this objection, 
and ſhew the conſiſtency of this goſpel dottrine, 
with natural reaſon and religion, as they have 


ever been underitood, by the wile and learned 
among men, Is 
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Diſ. XI. 
N. 
— — 


Sum of 
natural 


theology. 


Nature's 
law eter- 
nal & im- 
mutable. 


* 
ObjeBions anſwered. 


In order to this it will be neceſſary to obſerve, 
that the great principle of natural religion, to which 
this peculiar elfen doctrine ſeems to run counter, 
and to which indeed the general principal heads of 
nature's religion may be reduced, 15 this, That there 
is a reward for virtue and a puniſhment for vice: 
Which ſuppoſes and implies an eſſential difference 
between moral good and evil, a conſciouſneſs of 
this difference, a ſupreme power that takes cogni- 


zance of human actions, and a future flate, in 


which, men, being accountable creatures, ſhall re- 
ceive the reward of that good or ill behavior, which 
is not fully recompenſed to them in this life. 
SOMETHING like this has been the general ſenſe 
of mankind in the ſeveral nations and ages of the 


world, whether they have lived and“ ſinned with- 


out law,“ as the apoſtle ſpeaks, or have ſinned 
in the law.” And a this is a truth in nature, ſo 
it is not contradicted in the goſpel. Yea we ſhall 
find, that of the two, the doctrine of the goſpel is 
more agreable to this of nature, than nature is to 
itſelf. Upon the plan of the goſpel, it will ap- 

ar that all ſtands right, clear and conſiſtent, 
whereas there is a certain puzzle and confuſion in 
nature, and ſhe ſeems, in ſome fort, to be a con- 
tradiction to herſelf. 

Fon although nature evidently encourages the 
hope of happineſs to the righteous, and holds forth 
a recompenſe to virtue, in ſome way and upon ſome 
grounds or other, yet ſhe as plainly diftates the eter- 
nal immutable nature of her laws. andthreatens pu- 
niſhment todiſobedience, So that if virtue ſhall be 
rewarded with happineſs and immortality, yet it i: 


no leſs certain that ſin ſhall be puniſhed with miſe- 


ry and death. Now the light of nature and rea- 


* 


ſon teaches that all men are ſinners, as much as it 


geaches 
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teaches them what fin is, and the difference of good Diſ. XI. 

and evil. But if the tranſgreſſor of nature's eter- PA. I. 
nal law ſtands condemned to death, how, in nature, CL. 

can he live? Will he live in the re ſurrection? But ; 

the reſurreQion is no article of nature's creed, nor 

can ſhe form any juſt idea of human immortality, 

without the body. Here indeed natural reaſon 

is confounded, and the notions of meer nature 

have been quite abſurd. For without any thought 

of the body being raiſed again, the heathen have gomefaiat 

ever entertained ſuch a notion' of the other ſtate, trace of 

as ſcemed plainly to ſuppoſe a bodily exiſtence. & immorta- 


lity left 
Man upon the 
„ Vigcit who was a pagan divine as well as poet, gives human 
ſuch an account of the elyſian happineſs and entertain- mind. 
ment as is ſcarcely compatible to the nature and conditi- 
on of unimbodied ſpirits. 
Pars in gramineis exercent membra palzſtris, 
Contendunt ludo, & fulva luftantur arena : 
Pars pedibus plaudunt choreas - Eneid lib. 6. 642. &c. 
He makes Charon likewiſe ſhew a reluctance, at tranſ- 
porting the trojan hero, leſt he ſhould follow the rude 
example of ſome others, who. before him had gone down 
bodily into tartarus, of whom he ſays——— | 
Hi dominam ditis thalamo deducere adorti. 
But if it be allowed that dzmons and their fabled dei- 
ties, might, at their pleaſure, aſſume bodies, to ſerve 
the purpoſes of their luſt; yet that groſs mortals ſhould 
be able to accommodate themſelves to the ſpirits and 
ſhades below, appears quite confuſed and incredible, 
It looks therefore, as though they ſuppoſed their dei» 
ties and their dead had ſome kind of bodily exiſtence, 
at the ſame time that they were thought to be incorpo- 
real. The idea of the great poet ſeems to be a together 
looſe and confuſed in this matter. For if Aneas could not 
embrace the empty form of his father Anchiſes in that 
world, But ; | 
Ter conatus ibi collo dare brachia circum, 
Ter fruſtra comprenſa manus effugit Imago, —line 700. 
Then what danger or poſlibility could there be of his 
_ debeuching the ſtygian Queen ? Or why need the ſybil 


aſſwage 
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Diſ. XI. Man. being originally  formed--for...immertaliry, 


pA. I. ſome obſcure trace and image of the thing | ſeems 
do temein with bim in this mortal ſtate, though he 
be utterly. at a loſs, as to the manner in which it 

can be effected. For ſeeing it is not in the natural 
primitive way, it is quite improbable that meer 

reaſon ſhould diſcover it in any other. 

Bor meer nature is not only puzzled and per- 
plexed in her philoſophy, in this inſtance, her di- 

vinity is equally lame and defective, greatly need- 

ing a ray of light from above to render her ſcheme 

clear and conſiſtent. For paſſing over the abſur- 

dity of an immortal ſtate of man, without a reſur- 

rection, yet the queſtion recurs, how ſhall the 

ſinner become juſtified, who is already condemned 


and accounted worthy of death, according to na- 


ture's law, which being eternal, cannot paſs away, 
in its obligation, in reſpect of the human kind? 


* 


We are now enquiring at nature's oracle: — Let 
her inform us how the unjuſt ſhall live, and how, 
conſiſtent with her own principles, ſhe can grant 
83 immortality or even the comfortable hope of it, to 
can't juſti- ſuch tranſgreſſors, as confeſſedly, ſtand condemned 
fytherranſ to death and puniſkment ? What can the oracle of 
3 of reaſon anſwer? Or how will doubtful nature make 
er 12%, good her pretenſions? All the advocates of natu- 
tho' incli- ©... * ho 
ned to fa. Fall religion were never able to make uninlightened 
vor the reaſon open her mouth, and ſpeak out that conſc- 
virtuous. lation, upon this head, which they deſired. - 


Pf! [Ap aahoY bes nn aer 
aſlwage the angry infernal ferry- man, by aſſuring him, 
chat notwithſtanding the paſſage of the pious nes: 
to the ſhades below, yet . N 

Caſta licet patrui ſervet Proſerpina limen. ; 
Sou ſuch cloudy, incongruou; notion of a future bodi- 
ly exiſtence ſeems to be implied in the cuſtom of the 
American natives and others in burying in the ſame grave, 
© arms and utenſils, together with their deceaſed owners, 


Ll 

S ”"Mesr men, for ibſtance, being ſinners, repent, Dif. XI. 
1 in order to forgiveneſs and the divine favor? But PA. I. 
1 what faristaQion or atonement does this make to www 
4 the fed, unalterable, but violated Jaw of nature ? 
1 Beſides another difficulty that occurs, viz. the bring- 
ing the tranſgreſſor to a real and thoro? repentance, 

and change of heart and conduct. Or does nature. 

or rather the ſinner's guilty fears, the ſource of 

endleſs ſuperſtition among men, put him upon the 

expedient of ſacrifices? But how does it appear 

that God will accept the life of a brute, as the 

ranſom of a human ſoul ? And what right has the 

ſinger to a life of higher value, ſuppoſe the un- 

natural practice would anſwer, for a man to give 

his firſt born for his tranſgreſſion? A barburous 

cuſtom this, that obtained among the idolatrous na- 

tions, which it is not' eaſy to conceive how the 
could get even the hint of from divine revelation. 
> The law of Moſes ſtrictly forbad it, nor did Abra- Human 
4 ham ever, in fact, give them the example of it, and his facrifices ” 

being prevented, by counter orders from above, diabolical, 

| was rather an argument againſt, than in favor of 
the horrid practice. The devil indeed, whoſe am- 
j dition is to mimick the almighty in every thing but 


we - 
_ — — 7 7 n * - . 2 v4 
ws S T . 2 I a — - — 4 . 
2 GW 4 3 - * — _ . 
— * = 1 1 Ss 
WIS . — - _ -—»} 
2 4 7 
«I — 22 « = 1 = * 
— * 1 - * 
p "I OE 2 —_— hind 


holineſs and benevolence, might take the hint from 
- * Hence to introduce that ſhocking accurſed rite, and 
| mou him undoubtedly the bloody cuſtom teok its 
- = Mig?” | 4 

4 Bur to return, if human ſacrifices add to the 
r finner's guilt, inſtead of at ning his crimes, and no 
„ offerings or penances are of undoubted and ſuffici- 


ent merit to anſwer the ends propoſed, what aſſu- 
> France can the anxious ſinner have of exemption from 
i pusiſhment and juſtification before God ? His own 
4 = perſonal righteouſneſs” and virtue is inſufficient for 
"y 2 ee A a thels 


An thels r 
PA. 1. pere 


at” 


Qhetiious aufwered, 
for-this plain and eaſy reaſon, that 


Ayer, and fo legally ene and 
is true indeed, that reaſon {gems 


i 
io each and bold forth the.cxcellengy and ny ply 
' ableneſs of victue, and nature is unwilling to give 


| warrant for bis deatlfand execution, but yet bis 
righteouſneſs is not ſuch as the can "ply 2 Jos 


acquitted, for he is a tran 
virtue may be ſuppoſed to be, it is nevertheleſs con- 
ſiſtent wit condemnation : and it is rathe more 
plain and cectain that bis iniquities expoſe im to 
Eau es and, . than that his vutge intitles 
to happineſs gud glo 75 

Inpszp bow the frail inner. comes to be fo 
ſirapgely ſituated that he can neither obey the law, 
or have life without it, is quite inconceivable to 
nature, and adds to ber lameneſs and confuſion. 
Nature is h: re brought to 4 ſad dilemma. Ohe 


cannot juſt.fy and conde m by too the ſame perlop at 
c 


the ſame lime, and pet ems to find herſelf in- 
Awed and obliged, in a ſort, to do both. We baye 
therefore upon be foot of meer nature, à moſt 
unfiniſhed febeme of diyinity indeed. The very 
beſt ſa nt of nature has more tea on to fen Ferdi. 
than to hope for happineſs upon his on principles: 
and vature halts between two, and is divided againſt 
herſelf. The myſtery is rather in nature Itſelf, 
than in the f and chriſtianity is the ſolyt ion 
ot this amazing difficulty, the revc lation of this 
otherwiſe inexplicable myſtery. . Reaſon cannot 
ſhew bow an imperfect virtue can be rewarded 
with life, in a way conſiſtent with the execution 
of the legal ſentence, as it reſpetts tranſgreſſors. 
Bur 


up the good man, and knows not how to ſign the 


and in conſideration of it rtr. ih him ju 125 
for. Whatever 
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Bur now bebold ! If we turn our attention to Diſ XI; 
the goſpel revelati on we ſhall find where \gature PA. J. 
fails, grace ſteps in to her aſſiſtance, helps aut het Low 

ſcheme, and reconciles her to herſelf. The holy 

ſcriptures inform us that this is not the originaÞ Revelation 
and ri ſtate of things, that nature 1s unhirged relieves 
and-thrown off her firſt foundation, and laborg Un- ae. 
der univerſal decay and diſorder. In the primitive. 
conſtitution of things man was upright and perfect 
in his kind: Sin and death were things unknown : 
—and- immortality was the righteous reward of bis 
eaſy, pleaſing obedience:— The law of God was 
molt compleatiy in bis heart, and nature, under 
the direction of the God of nature was his prin- 
cipal guide, and he needed not the moral law in 
that written and authoritative view of i-, which is 
mado for tranſgreſfors. Then natural religion, was 
in perfection, free from that darkneſs and perplexiiy 
that a tends it in this ſtate of mortality and univ er- 

{al corruption. Then nature juſtified the right» 

ous, for their righteauſneſs- was ſuch as the Jaw 
required: and as there was no fig to hinder that 

reward which was not of Grace, but of debt, ſo 
there was no death to render the perfect creature 
incapable of tat immortality, which indeed wes 
his preſent poſſeffion. © Shes 
Bur alas! when ſin and death, that wretched, 
pair, made their way together into this world, 
the original conftitution was at once altered, and 
the order of things intirely inverted. The law of 
God and nature remain the fame, but man, un- 
happy man, and his condition are changed: Sin 
takes place of righteoufneſs, and immortality puts 
: or corruption: His defect we virtue cannot ſecure 
life, his fair inheritance is.ahenated; and paradiſe 
* A 2 2 with 
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Objetions anſwereg. 


Di XI. wich all its glory forfeited and loſt. The primi- 


I. dive faſhion of this world is paſſed away, the traces 
of the ancient garden of God are obliterated, he 


bes chiefly forſaken che temple of the human heat, 


and man himſelf the lord of this lower world is 


cChhanged ſome how analogous to the face of this 


part of God's creation. But ſtill human nature 
and the world remain, and are both capable of reſto- 


ration: And the whole creation groans and travails 


in pain to be delivered, and mortal man ſubjected 
to vanity and ſorrow, pants after freedom and im- 
mortality. Bur nature loſt and bewildered in this 
new diſconcerted ſtate of things, can form no re- 
gular ſyſtem, or mark out the path to life and 
Bleſſedncſs Various abſurd and contradictory have 
been the efforts of nature to this purpole, in the 
ſeveral ages and nations of the world. Nor is 
there a poſſibility in nature, that ſhe ſhould exiri- 
cate herſelf from the difficulty and canfuſion, under 
which ſhe labors, in conſequence of the change 
that has happened in the moral and natural world, 
without ſupernatural light and aſſiſtancce. 
Bor bleſſed be God, his glorious goſpel has done 
it. This relieves nature in her doubts, and points 
ber to her happineſs. Grace aud truth and Night 
are come by Jeſus Chriſt. His goſpel aſſures us of 
_ pardon upon repentance, and informs us of the 
ground of forgiveneſs, even that God is recon- 
ciling a ſinful world unto himſelf, having made 
him to be a facrifice for fin for us who knew ho 
ſm, thar we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him : He has now manifeſted his righte- 
ouſneſs without the law, and ſet forth his own Son 
as the propitiation for our fins, in whom therefore 
we have redemption by his blood, for he has finiſh- 


the 
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e work which God ; gave him to do, fulfilled the Diſ XI. 
of his EX e wen himſelf a rahſom for PA. I; 
all, and bro't in Freie righteouſneſs. This WY 
the. grace of the Lord eſus Chriſt, who has ſaffer- Tue bl. 
ed the juſt for the unjuſt, God juſtifies the ee „ pel points 
ny aue, without works, and the un- out the 

y ſinper is made bleſſed in the Fu Forgivene method of 
0 17 tranſgreſſions, and "16 that difficulty is re- — 
moved, for which nature knows no fen _—_— 
who can diſpute whether nature or the God of 
nature is content with ſuch a ſacrifice, when ye 
conſider the worthineſs and dignity of our divine 
redeemer, and the father's s appointment. of him to 
and acceptance of him in, 19 75 mediatorial and, moft 
benevolent undertaking ? Can it be that he Thould 
not be able to fave us unto the uttermoſ}, who 
being the Son of God, in a ſenſe ineffable to mor- 
tals, and by whom he made the world, yet conde- 
ſeended to become obedjent to the death for us, 
even the accurſed death of the croſs, and is now 
exalted far above all principality and power, and 
every name that is named? Upon this vicarious 
ground, grace reigns towards the miſerable ſinner, 
thro” a righteouſneſs anſwerable to that of nature 
and 41 40 perfection. Upon this foundation, as ow re- 
upon a firm and ſtable rock, the chriſtian church * 
is built, and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt doubt. 
2 Here is the ſure anchoring and hope of the 
 Taints : apd while the derſt and men of nature are 
laboring with uncertainties, and toſſed with fears 
and perplexities, the believer ſays, in the Lord 1 
have righteouſneſs, and calmly repoſes his confi- 
dence on Jeſus, and finds reſt and . to his 
troubled and weary ſoul... 
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SAG, 888 
ve us all nbedell ligtit, eaſe and Iatisfabtion, iu this 
and bewildered te, the goſpel has fulfy in- 
” da us, chat as theres a u which rea- 
37 alſo e geſts, ſo the body after death aud diſſo- 
be raiſed in gl 7 and reunited to the 
Joul, i Wha the 7 "Oval be rendered: ca- 
| Pable of F immortality and honor, anſwer- 
Able to the original ſtare of nature : and alſo hat 
there ſhall de new heavens'and a new earth, ana- 
_ - this reſtoration of by BEER FRO, fo 
primitive perfection and glory. And thus, ac- 
cording to he a , we look for the reftirution of 
All ae by e trig bteouſneſs of the ſecond 
Adam, even as all Kin) ngs were loſt and confounded 
by the tranſgreflion of the firſt. And infinitely 
more bed cotiſiſtent and cornfortable are. ſu 
doctrines as theſe, than the wild "imaginations 8:1 
hature aud heatheffſm; Which, ſenſible of the 
depravation and guilt of the beſt of men, 80 
Jong pargations for them in the lower regions, by 
3 + en fie bleaching winds, and all this, 
- ohly, that after due 32 and purifying, the 

Tight return to up 1 „and e 17 15 
forgetful of white fed in the former, and inſtead 
of poſſeſſing immortality in rhe heavens, paſs' thro' 
 unarhier ſcene of vanity on earth. 

- Carr: trantry, therefore, upon the whole, er- 
keck and compleats what nature ain at and 952 
for ig win. And in reference to the great artic e 
of the ſinner's juſtification in the fight of God, 
"we are fo. far from making void the law thro? 
faith, and ſetting aſide the everlaſling rules of righ- 

teoufneſs, that we eſtabliſh them, and find a way 
For the ſinner's juſtification, tho* not in the 8 0 
na 


OhjeBionr anforred. 375 
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ta way of pt, wt i Igel, Je. upon Dir XL 


x Wok, fiiffieitatly confiftent "with: the rights of PA. I. 

dice and the honor of the divine law and govern: N 
denk, und withour che finget“s ſuffering eternal | 
8805 a Ning about which meer nature is none 


PMMaftd, and knows not how ts effect it. For it is 
Ho doktrine of nature that fin ſhall be pardon 
Without fatisfation, the general fenſe of che worl 
Nas alway been the reverſe of it, and the commoa 
praktice of ſacrificing ſhews it. 
Axo this very conſideration that che laws of 
nature are invariable and cannot be diſpenſed with, 
ves the impoſſibility of a ſinner's juſtification in 
the way of nature and law. So. that in this caſe, 
us well as in dictating a reward to virtue, reaſon 
and revelation ſpeak the fame thing, and are alto- 
haber harmonious. And it is ſtrange that ſuch as 
make the obſection we are conſidering, do not ſee 
How they argue againſt themſelves and their own 
aufe, Cheb they oppoſe the immutability of na- 
ture's laws and Conſtitution, to the goſpel-doQtine 
of. vicarious fatisfaction, by the obedient ſufferings 
"of the Son of God, in our ſtead. For upon this 
Principle that the laws of nature are not to be diſ- 
denſed with, not even by the commutation. of their 
Petalty, there can be no juſtification of the ſinner 
in the ſight of God: For he that is a ſinner is un- 
; der condemnation and the diſpleaſure of the God 
. of nature, if therefore he be received to life and 
 - favor, meerly upon the ſcare of his own virtue, or 
even ſuffering, the law of nature is broke in upon, | 


and her conſtitution ſubverted. 


Tas obje&ion is ſo far from being founded in 
truth, that the reverſe of it is true, and nature's 1 
unchangeable law muſt be altered, or no ſinner can ] 
of  Aazg be 9 
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is certain and ungeniable fact, and muſt. be allowed * 
The or, to be the dottrine of the bible, from Geneſis io Re- 
Gare law, Velations, and to contradidt it is no other than to | 
ed to be give up revelation itſelf, which cannot be defend- 8 
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regard of theit actions done in the body. If there 
be no rewards and puniſhments for men's perſonal 
behavior, what becomes of the force of divine laws, 
of a future judgment, and in ſhort what becomes 
of right and wrong, moral good and evil; is not all 

religion ſhut out of the world, and every.man left 

to do that which ſuits him beſt, among his fellow- 
creatures, without any apprehenſions from a ſupream | 
power; as intereſting itſelf with the affairs and con- 
duct of men? The worſt of men, no doubt, would 

with ſuch a doctrine as this to be true, but it never 
iin bo Ws, Fo 0 

A Recowmeenst of human actions, and a cove- 

.bant of works, ſo far forth agreable to nature, as 

is neceſſarily implied in ſuch recompenſe, when 

rightly explained. is no ways repugnant to or incon- f 
ſiſtent with, that other great goſpel-doctrine, 
juſtifitation by tlie blood of Chriſt, as our glorious. 


XY 


ſubſtitute and redeemer. + og Sb 
To clear up this matter, we muſt _.. 


1 Rgcoltrer what was obſerved before, that 

tho religion of nature in its perfection and truth, 

is. peculiar to a. ſtate of innocence and in corruption. 

It took place in paradiſe, before fin entered into Natural 
the world, but fince the apoſtacy, the ſinner cannot religion 
be juſtiſied according to nature and a proper cove- ſuited ea 

.nanr'of works; for upon the conſlitution of ſtrict late of in- 
nature and law, the reward is not of grace, but ob 
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2 and ab ſolution is pre viou neceſſary ro the 
inner's being brought nigh to oy 0 and His fein- 
Karement in the favet and friendſhip of chat hol 
offended Majeſty gelty with whom be is at chinity. In 
order to 1 peace and reconcilement, there 
muſt be/ the eancel met of former guilt, 4 putga- 
tion form old ſins, er the temiſſion of fins that 
are paſt thro' the forbearance of God.“? 
The ſnner AND moreover, it is allo requiſite that the f- 
malt be mer be renewed in the ſpirit of his mind, that be 
bro't nigh" be teſtored by repentance, and tecovered to tighre- 
I oy ouſneſs 7 true 2 holineſs, before he Yeu be 
Chriſt, acceptable and pleaſing to God, and 28 forth 
Fruit unto him. We muſt be treated w, 
Chriſt Jeſus unto works, before we can pet 
form them, or be intitled to any reward fot Gen. 
New that all- atoning facrifice, which Purges thee 
conſcience from dead erk to ſerve tlie living 
God, and procures acceptance in the fight of hea- 


Ort, which juſtifies the finner in the fight of 

God, and ſecures the remiſſion of all fin and un- 

riphreouſneſs, at the ſame time ſanRifies im to 

obedience, puriftes bis heat and protluces evety 

' virtne aud good work. 

LY _ Narvoxs is a tri tb his atonement and its 

"ibn ſanctifying influence npon the heart and life, anc 

a | kes ne baer uncler the power and guilt of fin, 
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kelation to him; it inſpires him with 4 pri | 
heavenly, divine life, and capacitates him" for hew 
'obedience and works pleating to God: which 
y. Hy ben gacblly rang; Wunden 
Zzadly. Jas gracionfly promiſed, abundant 

to Lea be Salben be his Son, even ac- 
cord ing to that new and better covenant, in which 
he mediates, prefigured by the diſpenſation of Moſs. 


All virtue and every degree of it fhall be rewarded 


upon the plan of the gofpel, for the righteous Lord 
loveth rightedüſneſs, and his face beholds and ap- 
proves the upright, and having entered into cove- 
nant with his reconciled redeemed people, he will 
not be ply Loy to forget their work of faith 
2. r ee ele 

As we have no good works prior to dur being 
"crearet 'antw in Chriſt jeſus to them, and have 
never taken hold of Gad's covenant till by faith 
. we embrace the Lord Jeſus; fo the retonipenſe of 
the goſpel has reſpect to the time in whith we do 
indeed ferve God, and to thofe works which floty 
from faith, and love, and are performed in a juſti- 
fied and reconciled ſtate. After which is ir not 
certain and allowed that a gracious covenaht takes 
Place, by Jefus Chriſt, who has redeemed” us to 
God, in which good tyorks-are rewardable, and that 
the promiſe of God ſhall not fait? .' Verily there 
is a reward for the tightcons.* ©. © Behold, fays 
N | our 


neiple of 


Aſter re- 
pen tanet 
aud juſtifi- 


: 4 Cation 


works re- 
wardable. 
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Dif. XI. our Lord and Judge, 1 come quickly 700 . 
A. II. ward is with me; to give, to every man accord 

N his work ſhall be.” | | : 
I à word; the whole” ſcheme of (Ration ts 
lonplies that the offended" majeſty of heaven would | 7? 

not be reconciled to ſinners who bad un pratefully 

| abuſed his goodneſs and * led upon 15 autho- 

Np and hwy, without Tuch a fatisfaftion and com- 

penſ⸗ ation Winter as that thereupon the ſinner 

might be ab olved and have righteouſneſs imputed 
without works,in a way honorary to the law and law- 
giver: But being thus reconciled by Chriſt's, death, 
and made a child and heir of God by faith in his 
Son, the goſpel plentifully declares and promiſes 

to the believing and faithful, a crown of righte- 
ouſneſs, even a glorious recompenſe in the day of 
Chriſt's appearing. ** Then ſhall the king fay 
unto them on his right hand, come ye bleſſed of 

Math 25. my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
34 & en. from the foundation of the world. Fer I was an 
 hungred, and ye gave me meat: 1 was thirſty, and 

ye gave me drink : I was a ſtranger and ye took 

me in: naked and ye cloathed me: I was ſick and 
ye viſiſted me; I was in priſon and ye came unto 

me. e, 

So that the doftrine of rewards and puniſhments, 
as it has been explained, tho' in a meaſure cop for- 
mable to nature and a covenant of works, yet does 
not militate at all with the doctrine of juſtification 
in the fight of God, by Chriſt's obedience to the 
. in our ſtead. If indeed the goſpel. taught 

cation by works upon Adam's plan and the 
Sooke irtition of nature, it would wholly ſubvert 
he” dotrine we are maintaining; or rather there 
.would be ſtrictly ſpeaking no goſpel in the — 
ut 
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5 t ſurely. the holy ſcriptures may hold forth the Dif XI. 
Seer eee d a 6ght of PA. II 
> God, the father of our Lord Jaken Chriſt, in the TY wy 
> vicarial way, and yet leave room for the reward of 
= virtue and ah pr ane King re ſome how in the 
I 7 conſtitution of his Son: The. particular manner 
* 2nd form of which, will come under further con- 
ſideration, in ſpeaking. to the next objection. 
III. Ir it be granted that both theſe doctrines 
are to be found in the goſpel, and are not repugnant 
to nature, yet they ate inconſiſtent with one ano- 
| ther, and the ſcheme contradiftory to itſelf. For 
to jultify and reward are things nearly the ſame and 
;ofbparable; but if the ſinner is iuſtified in the ſight 
of God and intitled to. life, by what another has 
done and ſuffered for him, then there is no room 
for the reward of his own virtue at all, unleſs re- 
ward and benefit are convertible terms, and a man 
may at once receive the ſame thing at the hands of 
God, as the purchale of his Savior, and yet as 
the reward of his own obedience, which is abſurd, 
and is no other than to be juſtified and rewarded in 
the ſight of God, without works, and yet by works 
at the fame time.“ 8 4.1 
To which it may be applied, that if both theſe 
doQrines are to be found in the goſpel, and are 
' _ undeniably the doctrines of chriſtianity, nor con- 
: tradiftory to reaſon, then it may well be preſumed, 
; * there. is a way to underſtand them in a perfect con- 
a ;  bitency, with each other, and free from all that 
© © _ ſeeming abſurdity that is carried in the face of this 
t [2 . objeRtion. # | | 2 | 
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1 However it is to be obſerved, that jeſtifying 
aud tewarding are not always conſidered in the word 
of God, as being exactly the ſame thing. For 
EL dr M | | altho? 


. 
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Dif. xt, altho' the glorious recompenſe of the! * * - 
PA. 11. cludes and comprehends d le de the 
Wy faithful zt the judgment-[cat of Jefus Chriſt ; yet 
Juſtificati- WE do Hot find chat the ſinner's juſtification a 54 
on and re · ſent in the ſight of” God, is ever tiled a reward, it 
ward ad. being not according to works, but without the deeds 
mit a dif- of the law. True it is, very great is the bleſſed. 


—_ ue Dl of the man whoſe tranſgreſſions are forgiven, 
iGed Whoſe ſins are covered, and who being juſtified by 


_—_ faith has peace with God ; nevertheleſs, as the 
works, but high priviledge and felicity of the juſtified perſon, 
— is not in ſcripture called a reward · or recompenſe, 
withous fo the reaſon of the thing ſhews that it cannot pro- 
them. perly be ſuch, becauſe this is prior to that practice 

of virtue which is rewarded, and is what pats the 
believer into a condition for performing an accep» 
table ſervice, and working out his falvation, as was 
obſerved before. And we find that what is ſhled 
a reward in the holy ſcriptures, has refpe& to ſome 
faithful ſervice bd good work of the perſon re- 
warded, not that which he receives as a favor, 


g 
: 
— 


wholly without works or duty performed. And it 
is to be obſerved, that ſuch as have repented, be- 
lieved in God, and become juſtified in his fight, are 


ſtill in a Rate of trial and probation, there is fome- 


thing ſtill depending, and iris required of them that 


they maintain good works. For altho' the believer 
has already received a title to life, as a child and 
heir of God, and claims under Jeſus Chrſt as his 
| ſurety and Savior, his parent and head, yer the 
recompenſe and glory itſelf for which he is a can- 
didate, is future, inviſible, and at a diſtance, laid 
up in the divine promiſe,and' confidered as an «ual 


reward, bas reſpect to that chriſtian walk and ne- 


obedience, to which he js called by the * 
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„Bur with regard to juſtification in the great day. Dif. . 
ATE 2 00 of Jeſus Chriſt, he that js ruſs Pr ir 
fed is, immediately. put into he poſſeſſion of that CJ 
gory: for which he had been before a probationer. 
ere juſtificatien and reward go together inſepera· 
bly,. be that nee at the ſame time glo- 
rified : But this cannot be pretended in reference 
to the ſinner's firſt acceptance to the favor of God, 
upon his repentance from dead works: He might 
p be the ſubject of. very gracious donations and 
leſſings, it is true, but not of any proper recom- 


- 


enſe, for certainly the rebel and traitor, continu- 
ing ſuch, could baye no virtye to be rewarded, 
Indged his repentance and ſubmiſſion is itſelf virtu· 
ons. and rewardable, and the thief upon the croſs, 
might, the fame day of his converſion, be advanced 
to paradiſe, previous to any courſe of actual obe- 
dience : But our Lord will obſerve a righteous 


difference, 
tion Which 


don 


,- 


184 OhMechiont umfewerel. 
Dif. XI. bedience of his ſon, and that other view of it, 


| 
PA. IL. which has reference to the laſt day, and the judg- 
ment: ſeat of jeſus Chriſt, where we muſt all here. | 
after ſtand, and receive according to the deeds l 
done in the body. And as it is undeniable, that ; 
r is conſidered, in the holy ſcriptures, 
in this two-fold reſpe&, ſo by thus diſtinguiſhing, « 
we may pollibly nd the difficuly in ſome good J 
meaſure relieved. AN n 
Fox if it be true, what has been advanced in a 
n the foregoing diſcourſes, from the holy ſcriptures, h 
| that the guilty 2 world, ſtand ſpeechleſs and | 
| condemned at the bar of God the father of our q 
1 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, not one tittle of whoſe law ſhall 
| paſs away, till all be fulfilled, and who is recon- n 
Ciling the world unto himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, tl 
whom he has made fin for us, and whe by ] 
fulfilling the law of his mediation has brought in 2 
everlaſting righteouſneſs :—If this be fo, I fay, is . 
it not apparent that no ſinner can be juſtified and = 
accepted of God, but by the merits of the great = 
redeemer, in the vicarial way, th- juſt having fuf- ti 
fered for the unjuſt ? The ſelt-deſtroyed con- v» 
demned ſinner and rebel, can form no juſt pre- fe 
tenſions to life and favor upon the ſcore of his o n _ © 
virtue and perfection, for as he is a child of wrath, = 
ſo he has been a child of diſobedience, and if ad- lit 
Juſtificati- mitted to favor and made an heir according to the mim 
3 hope of eternal J. fe, i. e. if. he be juſtified, it muſt S wt 
fold ref. be freely of the grace of God, the father, through = rec 
pe. the redemption chat is in Chrilt Jeſus #F _ 7 Is 
Bor if we extend our view forward to the great 5 Pa 
day of accounts, there we ſhall fee the faithful in fin 
Chriſt Jeſus, who before were reconciled to God, Sie 
| PII Feceiving 1 


535 
# And ſo it is true, Nihil datur hominis metitotiam ratiooc Pei. 
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receiving at his hands, that crown and ręcompenſe, 
which was ſtipulated to their fidelity and ſteadfaſt 
loyalty, when they entered into his covenant and 
became ſubjects of his kingdom. For our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is himſelf that nobleman who went 
into a far Country to receive for himſelf a king- 


dom, and upon his return, having received the 


kingdom, calls his ſervants, to whom he had com- 
mitted talents for their improvement, in his abſence, 
and concerning ſuch as had gained, according to 
his expectations, and their obligations, he declares 
ſaying. Well done good and faithful feryant,” 
« enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

AdG REKABLE to the gracious conſtitution of the 
new - covenant or teſtament of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the approved ſaint finally receives, at the bands of 
Jeſus his gracious and righteous judge, that ſame 

lory and immortality, as the recompenſe of his 
fach and patience, which, as a condemned guilty ſin- 


38g 
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PA. II. 


| + 
*. 


Luke 19. 
12. Mach. 


3». 


ner, he only became an heir to, at his firſt believ- 


ing, and juſtification before God. The believer's 
title and claim to life, before God the father, is 
wholly founded in the vicarious obedience and ſuf- 
ferings of his fon ; but his actual inveſticure, in 
the preſence of Jeſus the mediator of the new 
covenant, has an intimate connection with his fide- 
lity and works of righteouſneſs ; and in this light 
may be conſidered as the wages of well-doing. For 
why is it that the true perſevering chriſtian, ſhall 
receive of the Lord, the reward of the inheritance ? 
Is it not becauſe he ſerves the Lord Chriſt ? St. 
Paul obſerves that he had fought a good fight, had 
finiſhed his courſe, had kept the faith, when he 
glorioully triumphs 1 chere is laid 


up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the 


Lord 
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Dif.XI. Lord Jeſus, the righteous judge, ſhall give me in 

PA. II. that day, | 

was AND as it is God the father, who has ordained 
the man Chriſt Jeſus to judge the world in righte- 
ouſnels, ſo it is ultimately and mediately, though 
not directly, God the father himfelf that judges it; 
and therefore the reward of the ſaints, confered in 

Math. 6. that day, is of © their father which is in heaven,“ 
though by the mediation of Jeſus, the head of the 
new. covenant. 


Gop the father, in this caſe, does not reccde 
from the rights of Jaw and juſtice, but juſlifies the 
ungedly only in the way of faith imputed for righ- 

The fa- teouſneſs, 'or through the redemption that is in 
ther jultt- Chriſt Jeſus : But the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 


ee the high adminiſtrator of providence, veſted with 
ly through all power in heaven and earih, and who in the 
the merit ceconomy of redemption, is viewed as the great 
| 4 reconciler and peace maker, not the majeſty directly 
whoasme- Offended, he I ſay, judges, approves, juſtifies and 
diator of rewards his people, before reconciled to God by 
the new his death, not upon the foot of rigorous law and 
3 juſtice, but agreable to the terms of that more fa- 
ſes the fl.: Vorable diſpenſation, which God has erected in 
delity of him, to whom all judgment is committed. So that 
his ſaints. the rights of virtue, upon the goſpel ſcheme, are 
equally aſſerted and maintained, with the rights of 
juſtice and honor of law; and perſonal perſevering 
holineſs in the reconciled faint, is as eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary to final ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, as the 
blood of Chriſt is to the juſtification of the ſinner 
before God. Neither the neceſſity or reward of 
virtue are by any means excluded from the chriſtian 
Plan, any more than from nature itſelf. 


29ly. THERE 
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N 2dly. THERE is another light, in which juſtifi- Diſ. XI. 
cation in the vicarial and perſonal way, may per- pA, II. 
baps be repreſented as perfectly conſiſtent with 
each other. 
IT is a common general ſentiment, and agreable 
to the holy ſcriptures, that the benefits and advan- 
tages accruing to believers in conſequence of the 
righteouſneſs and redemption of the ſecond Adam, 
are much more than an equivalent to the evils and 
infelicities to which we are {ub;c&ed in conſequence 
of the diſobcdience of the firſt Adam: Even that 
the grace of Chriſt vaſtly ſuperabounds and over- 
flows beyond the meer reverſing of the curle bro't 
upon the world by fin, and the reſtoration of the 
ſaints to that primitive ſtate of perfection and glory, 
from which the human nature 1s fallen; inſomuch 
that inſtead of an earthly paradiſe, they ſhall be 
exalted to a heavenly one, become as the angels 
of God, and in the lieu of poſſeſſing immortal, un- 
fading felicity here below, ſhall be endued with 
ſpiritual bodies, faſhioned like unto Chriſt's glori- 
ous body, and ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment, and even as the ſun in the celeſtial kingdom yjearious 
of God. And all this is plainly no more, than and per- 
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anſu erable to the ſuperior character of the ſecond {onal juſti 
Adam, the Lord from heaven, and head of the Ft; ro 
redeemed race : No greater change for the guiſhed a- 
| better than might be expected from the undertaking nother 
* of the ſon of God as our redeemer! ways 
| 2 Now if we ſuppoſe that the juſtification and 
| * AFfalvation the believer is made the ſubject of, by 


Chriſt's obedience to the death in his ſtead, ſtands 
only in a dire@ oppoſition to the miſery and con- 
= demnation, brought upon the world by ſin, that of 

= our own and of our firſt father, and that it conſiſts 


I " Bb 2 in 
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FA. II. 
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in a reſtoration, meerly to that immortality and glory 
which we have forfeited and loft by tranſgreſſion: 
They all this ſuperabounding, glory and advance- 
ment of the ſaints, may be conſidered as the gra- 
cious tecompenſe and reward, their glorious Lord 
confers upon thoſe works and virtues of his peo- 
ple, which are faid to follow them at death. The 
Lobe Jeſus Chrilt is the ſecond Adam, and there- 
fore s in that character, in a way of contra- 
d Hmgion to the firſt, reverſing by his righteouſ- 
ne's the ruinous effects of the other's iniquity; 
and if what he did and ſuffered, as our ſubſtitute, 
only in this view. was all that law and juſtice re- 


quired, in order to ou! redemption, then why may 


we not conceive that thus far only we are juſtified 
and ſaved by a. vacarious righteouſneſs, and that a 
broad ard happy foundation is Jaid for the reward 
of virtue, and for a glorious diſplay of the power 
and grace of the redeemer, in the advancement of 
his ſervants toa ſuperemincnt excellence and glory 
in the heavens, by way of covenant-recompenſe to 
their ſufferings and fidelity, in his cauſe and ſer- 
vice ? 

By this however, it is not by any means to be 
underſtood, that all mankind are in fact redeemed 
by Chriſt from al! the deſtructive conſequences of 
the apoſlacy and that in the end of the world they 
ſnall be reſtered to the primitive perfection and 
glory of humanity ; becauſe in regard of ſome parts 
of this reſtoration, the will and active concurrence 
of the ſin ner are eſſentially concerned, but it will 
appear that he has choſen death rather than life: 
Nevertheleſs ſo far forth, as the impenitent ſinner 
is wholly and neceſſarily paſſive in his redemption, 
He will be actually reſtored in the — 

| « for 
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for as in Adam all die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be Diſ XI. 
made alive,” and there ſhall be a teſurre gig pa II. 
both of the juſt and the unjuſt.” But the habitu- C...u 
ally unholy cannot live and reign in God's pre- 
ſence : The wages of their fin is (till death: 
the ſecond geath, 

zy. AGREABLE to what has been obſerved, it 
a; pears further that the reward of virtue and per- 
ſonal righteouſneſs takes place, as in the ſubject ; 
matter of the bleſſings of the covenant, fo likewiſe The ſaint 
in the degree of that glory, honor and command, to 3 m— 
which the Lord Jeſus will advance his ſaints, in „ he ae. 

roportion to their works and moral attainments. g-ee of his 

For although every ſtar has its brightreſs and luſtre, glory. 
yet * one {lar differeth from another ſtar in glory.“ 
And ſo ſhall it be in the reſurrection and future 
ſtate of the bleſſed For there are greater and leſs 
in the kingdom of glory, as well as in the preſent 
kingdom of grace. | 

AND, to conclude this head. it becomes us to be 
poſſeſſed of a holy, laudable ambition to be great 
in the kingdom of God ; and to this end we ſhould 
not break,but keep the divine commandments our- 
ſelves, and teach men ſo, by our exan ple, and ex- 
ert ourſelves for the honor of God, and in the ſer- 
vice and kingdom of his fon, being zealous of good 
works, and unwearied in well doing, patient in 
tribulation, ſteadfaſt, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as we thus 
know that our labor ſhall not be in vain in the 


Lord, 


IV. Ir may be objected further, for ſomething 
like it has been, „that for ſuch an innocent and 
holy perſon as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to ſuffer and 
die in the room and ſtead of ſinners, is both bar- 

B b 3 | barous 
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Di XI. barous and unjuſt, and therefore cannot be the 
PA. II. doctrine of the golpel, and the diſpenſation of 
Lys heaven,” 

THis is ſuch an objection againſt vicarious ſatis- 
faction, as one would not expect its adverſaries 
ſhould advance, if they knew what elſe to ſay, or 
were ever ſatisfied with oppoſition, For if the 
ſubſtitute is free and voluntary in the thing, there 
is no appearance of cruelty cr unrighteouſneſs, 
but it is only an inſtance of ſingular and glorious 
benevolence. 

AND indeed arch biſhop Tillotſon has given 
ſuch an anſwer to this objection, as ſhews that its 
adverſaries grant what amounts to the thing in diſ- 
pute, and that there is an inconſiſtency both in them- 
ſelves, and in their objeQion. Says he, © They 
who make ſuch a noile about this objection, do 
ſeem to me to give a full and clear anſwer to it 
themſelves, by acknowledging, as they conſtantly 
and expreſiy do, that our Savior ſuffered all this 


Chnil dy- for our benejit and aavaniage, though not in our 
Ing in OUT . . 
| os er Place and ſtead. For this to my apprehenſion is 


bor car be. Plainly to give up the cauſe, unleſs they can ſhew, 
net, much Why there is not as much injuſtice and crueliy, in an 


the lane. innocent perſon's ſuffering for the benefit and ad- 
vantage of a malefactor, as in his ſuffering in his 
ſtead : So little do men, in the heat of diſpute and 
oppolit:on, who are refolyed to hold faſt an opinion, 
in wg 0 of reaſon and good ſenſe, conſider that 
they do many times, in effe and by neceſſary con- 
ſequence, grant the very thing, which in expreſs 
terms, they do fo ltifly and pertinaciouſly deny. 
The truth of the matter is this, there is nothing of 
cruelty or irjuſſice in either caſe : Neither in an 
innocent perion's ſuffering for the benefit of an 
offender 
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offender or in bis ſtead; ſuppoſing the ſuffering to Dil XI. 
be voluntary : But they have equally the ſame 92 PA. II. 
pearance of cruelty and injuſtice : Nor can poi 
bly diſcern any reaſon, why cruelty and injuſtice | 
ſhould be objected in one caſe, more than in the 
other, there being every whit as little reaſon why 
an innocent perſon ſhould ſuffer for the engt of 
a criminal, as why he ſhould ſuffer in his feed. 
So that I hope this objection, which above all the 
reſt, hath been ſo loudly and invidiouſy urged, 
hath received a juſt anſwer, And I believe it the 
matter were ſearched to the botrom, all this per- 
verſe contention, abour our Savior's ſuffering for 
ur benefit, but not in our ſtead, will ſignify juſt 
nothing For as he afterwards proceeds, ſup- 
poſe a malefactor condemned to ſome grievous pu- 
niſhment, and the King's ſon to ſave him from it, 
is contented to ſubmit to great diſgrace and ſuffer- 
ings ; in reward of which ſufferings the king takes 
his ſon into his throne, and ſets him at his own right 
hand, and gives him power to pardon this male- 
factor, and upon a fitting ſubmiſſion and repentance 
ta advance him to honor. Will not any man in 
this caſe allow that the king's fon ſuffered inſtead 
of this malefactor, and {mile at any man, that ſhall 
be ſo nice, as to grant that indeed he /fered for 
him, but yet to deny that he was puniſhed for 
him: To allow that he bore the mconveniences 
of his faults, but yer obſtinacely to ſtand it out, 
that the faults of this malefactor were not laid up- 
on him, or in any wiſe, ſo imputed to him, that 
he can be ſaid to have ſuffered in his ſtead 2 This 
is jult the caſe, and the difference in reality, and Fol. Vol. 
the laſt reſult of things, is nothing but words.“ . P. 453. 
B b 4 Tnus | 
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Tuus far that great man; —hoſe open frank- 
neſs in eſpouſing certain words and phraſes, that 
are common, expreſſive and not unſcriptural, 
though highly exceptionable in the eſteem of the 
enemies of chriſtianity, is worthy of imitation, and 
may ſerve to reprove the ſqueamiſhneſs of ſome 
writers in this reſpect, whoſe great niceneſs is ra- 
ther culpable, than worthy of commendation. * 

FinALLY if any one ſhould object further and 
ſay, © that it ſeems moſt fit and reafonable, and 
agreable to our natural notions of things, that every 
one ſhould ſtand or fall according to his own vir- 
tue or vice, and that perſonal righteouſneſs and 
unrighteouſneſs ought to be the only thing, where- 
by to determine the fates and conditions of man- 
kind, without any vicarious in the caſe.” 

Ir may be anſwered, that in a perfect ſlate of 
nature it '$ in fat ſo, And though we may ſay, 
it were better that we had never ſinned, or thar 
we had not made ourſelves ſuch great and obnoxi- 
ous ſinners: Yet in our preſent guilty and depraved 

circumſtances, 
I may here be allowed to ſubjoin a paſſige from Mr. 
Hervey. to our preſent purpoſe. ** IF one ayed for all, 
then were all dead.” The prepoſition ur Ex, in this 
cor ne ction, muſt neceſſarily ſignify more than ** on our 
account, or for our advantage.” Becauſe if it be taken 
in this unſettled rambling ſenſe, the apoſtle's argument 
is vague and inconcluſive. Ia caſe our Lord had 
ſuff-red only to free us from ſome evil, and procure us 
ſome benefit“; this „ ould by no means imply that „all were 
dead”; under the ſenterce of condemftiation ; obnoxious 
and doomed to death. The utmoſt you can infer from 
ſuch. premiſes, is, that all flood in need of deliverance 
from ſome evil, or wanted the procurement of ſome good. 

Whereas ſuppoſe the ſacred writer to intend that our 

Lord's death was, truly vicarious and undergone in our 

ſtlèad ; that he ſuffered what was our due and our doon' ; 

then the reaſcning is juſt and the inference undeniable. 


Dial. IV. p. 127. 
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circumſtances, this diſpenſation of grace in Jeſus Diſ. XI. 

Chriſt is our only remedy, and if we were treated PA, II. 

upon the foot of our own doings, and in the way wy 

of law, we muſt neceſſarily be miſerable. For in 

God's ſight ſhall no fleſh living be juſtified in this o cen- 

way : Nor is there any greater conceivable ſure the 

ingratitude and baſeneſs, than for poor condemned divine 

ſinners, to reje& and lightly eſteem, this gracious «yg ena 

method of ſalvation, by the merits of a Savior. ngrae. 
Tux great author of nature has ſo connected ful and 

things in this world, that beſide the great inſtances abſurd. 

of our redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, and our fall in 

Adam, the happineſs and unhappineſs of one, is 

made to depend very much in all reſpects, in 

worldly matters eſpecially, upon the good or il] be- 

havior of another, who ſtands in ſome natural, 

civil or ſacred relation to him. And to complain 

of this eſtabliſhed courſe and relation of things, is 

no other than to find fault with the conſtitution of 

God, and is implicitly faying, we are wiſer and 

better than He; beſides the diſingenuous unmind- 

fulneſs of all that joy and happineſs in life, that 

derives from theſe relations and connections, which 

at ſometimes alſo are accidentally the occaſions of 

evil and ſorrow. But know, O vain man ! that 

thou canſt not underſtand the work of him thar 

is perfect in knowledge! His ways are high above 

our ways, as the. heavens are high above the earth ! 

Shall he that contendeth with the almighty in- 


ſtrut him? He that reproveth God let him 
anſwer it. * 


Tnus 


It may not be amiſs, but ſerve ſomewhat further to elucidate 
the point, to add in the margin, one objection more, with 
its anſwer, as we find them in the words of a late writer 
upon the ſubject. Objection. As there cannot be a 


Vicarious 
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Diſ. XI. Tuus it is hoped, ſomething has been done 
PA. II. towards eſtabliſning and + reconciling thoſe two 
Weng great and ſeemingly inconſiſtent doctrines of 
chriſtianity, viz. juſtification in the ſight of God, 
by faith and the blood of Chriſt, and the reward 
of practical religion and righteouſneſs: And which 
at the ſame time ſerves to explain and reconci!- 
thoſe numerous texts of ſcripture, in relation to 
theſe two ſubjects, which ſeem to claſh and in- 


terfere with one another; namely, ſuch as ſpeak; 
of 


a vicarious guilt, or as no one can be guilty in the ſtead 
of another, ſo there cannot be a vicarious puniſhment, 
or no one can be puniſhed inſtead of another, becauſc 
puniſhment, in its very nature, connotes guilt in the per- 
ſon who bears it.” Anſwer. If you mean by guilt the 
con/ciouſne/s of having committed a fin, and the internal 
defilement conſequent upon it, we never ſuppoſe. ſuch a 
vicarious guilt. It is not fo much as intimated that 
Chriſt was ſtung with the remorſe, or ſtained with the 
pollution, of the adulterousDzvid, the -perfidiousPeter,and 
the perſecuting Saul. But, that he was treated by the 
righteous God, as if he had perpetrated theſe, and 2 
the crimes of all believers, either in the paſt or ſucceed. 
ing ages, 

Iz by guilt you mean, the charge of a criminal action, and 
the obligation to ſuffer penalty, your affertion is nothing 
more than begging the queſtion. It nakedly affirms th: 
very thing in debate. And bare affirmations, unſuppor:- 
ed by evidence, are ſeldom admitted as deciſive proofs — 
We on the other hand are inclined to believe, that all cur 
criminal actions were charged vpon Chriſt ; and that he 
ſuffered the puniſhment which they deſerved. The for- 
mer of theſe, is not ſo properly called vicarious guilt, 35 
real guilt, contracted by one, imputed to another. Ihe 

4 latter we readily allow to be vicarieut puniſhment, ſuſtain- 
ed in their ſtead, whoſe guilt was imputed. For both 
theſe points, we have the authority of truth itſelf, ſpeak- 
ing in the ſcriptures. The Lord laid on him the iniquity o/ 
vs all; here is the imputation. Chrift has redeemed *: 
from the cur/e of the law, being made a curſe for us; here 
is the vicarious puniſhment. And you know to 'wwhat 
ca/uifis we ſubmit the interpretation of theſe texts 
common ſenſe, and an honeſt heart. 
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Ohections anſwered. 8 395 


of juſtification and ſalvation without works, by Diſ. XI. 
faith, by the blood of Chriſt, and in the way of PA. II. 
grace, on the one hand, and ſuch as connect theſe Cv 
things with works, with keeping God's com- 
mandments, with patient continuance in well do- 
ing, with faithfulneſs to the death. &c. on the 
other, and which make perſonal fidelity, obedi- Benevts 
ence and good works, the condition and reaſon — 
of final acceptance and happineſs, and of the de- confide- 
gree of that future glory and promotion that rations, 
awaits the ſaints in the kingdom of their Lord. 
Sou men attending chiefly to the ſtrain and 
current of ſcripture, as it relates to faith and vi- 
carious juſtification, have been apt to think and 
| ſpeak flightily of good works, or beſure have 
found no ſufficient place and footing for the re- 
compenle of reward : Whereas others on the con- 
trary, principally regarding the holy ſcriptures 
in the latter view as they exalt virtue and point 
out the reward of it, have been induced to deny 
the doctrine of imputation and vicarious fatis- 
faction, as quite repugnant to the notion of per- 
ſonal reward. 
Ir is hoped, I ſay, that the great and impor- 
tant doctrine of juſtification by the righteouſneſs 
and death of Chriſt, is in ſome meaſure cleared, 
upon rational and good grounds, of the heayy 
charges brought againſt it, as being repugnint 
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5 to that eſſential dictate of all religion, the reward 
e of virtue; and that notwithſtanding there is no- 
5 thing of merit ſubſtituted, on the part of the vir- 
tuous man, that can offend religion and reaſon, 
/ or fruſtrate the grace of God in the death of his 
ſon ; or indeed any praiſe-worthineſs ſuppoſed in 
: f the ſaints, but what is equally eſſential to all re- 
4 N ligion, with the above mentioned dictate of na- 


ture, that virtue ſhall be rewarded, Trvs 


396 
Diſ. XI. 
PA. II. 


Ob jections anſibered. 


Tus the religion of Jeſus and of nature ſtand 
right, and are ſo far from claſhing with, that they 
reciprocally ſtrengthen and ſupport each other : 
Which we know aſſuredly mult be the truth, and 
that whatever ſets reaſon and revelation at vari- 
ance, muſt be neceſſarily and everlaſtingly falſe. * 

Tursk goſpel truths are therefore no para- 
doxes to theimpartial, attentive and well en- 
Iightened mind. That heaven is the reward of 
the ſaints obedience, and yet Chriſt has purcha- 
ſed all the bleſſings of redemption for them, 
That we are juſtified only by Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs, and yet ſhall be accepted and recompenſed 
for our own. That by faith a ſinner is juſtified, 
without the deeds of the law, and yet obedience 
and good works are the indiſpenſable condition 
of the new-covenant. Ina word, that men ſhall 
be rewarded according to their works, and yet 
works have no hand in their juſtification, 

In relation to what we have heard, we may 
naturally but briefly in the firſt place, refle& up- 
on one very probable reaſon, why many rational 
ſenſible people, and perſons of good Kifoofitions, 
are enemies to, or at leaſt are not favorers of the 
doctrine of juſtification in the vicarious way, or 

by our Lord's obedient ſufferings in our ſtead, 
even becauſe it has the appearance of repugnance 


to the religion of nature, and ſeems to wear an 


unfavorable aſpect towards practical righteouſ- 
neſs and goodneſs, as it is ſometimes managed by 
its advocates. And it may well be ſuppoſed in- 
deed, that it 1s the means and occaſion, in ſome 
inſtances, of leavening the minds of men againſt 
chriſtianity in general, as a ſyſtem of do@jines 
unworthy of God, the lover and rewarder of 
righteouſneſs, Bur 


* Sic rec ratio cum fide concordat. 
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Objetions anſwered, 
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Bor ſurely theſe prejudices are capable of be- Diſ. XI. 
ing removed, and religion and reaſon may be PA. II. 
made to go hand in hand. The facred rights 


of virtue need not be violated, to ſecure the 


claims of jultice, and that eſſential principle of , gecti. 


all religion © virtue ſhall be rewarded” may re- 
main invariably fixed, upon a right bottom and 
nature's religion, in another form, ſtill ſubſiſt, 
while at the ſame time divine mercy and truth, 
in 1egard of ſinners and apoſtates, may meet to- 
gether, and righreoulneſs and peace embrace each 
other, in the myſterious ſcheme of men's redemp- 
tioa, Practical religion ſtill bears the impreſſion 
of reaſon, and fo far forth retains its original form, 
as accords and conſiſts with the preſent defection 
of nature; and is now erected, by the goſpel, 
into a regular, uniform and perfect ſyſtem. 

And can any judicious and ſober 3 take 
offencg at religion, meerly becauſe of the happy 
and advantageous improvements it has received 
trom the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, that great pro- 
phet that was ſent into the world? Other pro- 
phets have reformed religion and enlightened the 
doctrines of it: But that divine perſon, by whom 
God has ſpoken to us in theſe laſt days, having 
purchaſed the church with his own blood, there- 
upon effects that grand alteration in the ſtate of 
things, by the ordination of the father, which 
is every way anſwerable to his ſuperior character, 
as head of the new diſpenſation. And in this 
vito the neonomian prevailing principle, or net 
law ſeems reconci able to truth, and according to 
the goſpel, for the believer is under immediate 
law to Chriſt, even the new-covenant, who is 
juſtified in the ſight of God, and to whom Tow 
no condemnation belongs, 


2dly. Wr 
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Diſ. XI. 
PA. II. 


Objettions anſwered, 


2dly. Wz may juſt obſerve how that religion, 
even according to revelation, ſeemed to wear the 


— face of nature, and apparently to ſtand in great 


meaſure, upon 1ts original baſis, during the time 
that the ſcheme of grace and redemption by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, remained a myſtery and lay hid in 
thoſe former ages : And this it did in the 
ſame proportion that the goſpel-myſtery was un- 
revealed and wrapt in obſcurity : And inthe ſame 
degree that the doctrine of juſtification by the 
righteouſneſs of God in Jelus Chriſt, has been 
made manifeſt and publiſhed to the world, reli- 
gion has appeared in a new light, and as erected 
upon the toot of a different diſpenſation in the 
redeemer, who is made head over all things to 
the church. But this clear manifeſtation did not 
fully take place till after our Lord's aſcenſion 
and the deſcent of the holy Ghoſt. Nevertheleſs 
the new and gracious conſtitution commenced 
immediately, upon the apoſtacy, even ſo early as 
the promiſe of our Lord's victory over ſatan, con- 
tain'd in theſe words “ It ſhall bruiſe thy head, 
and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel”. But this divine 
myſterious plan, which now in theſe laſt days is 
ſo fully diſcloſed and made known to all nations 
for the obedience of faith, was all along opening 
and unfolding itſelf by low degrees, to the view 
of mortals, through the ſeveral periods of thc 
church, and ages of time, —-Conformable kerc- 
to the ancient ſaints found acceptance, and row 
inherit the promiſes; and God, in Jeſus Chriſt, 


has from the beginning, and will to the end ot 


the world, be therewarder of all ſuch as diligent- 
ly ſeek him. AMEN, 
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COLOS. II. 24: 
Knowing that of the Lord ye e ſhall re- 


ceive the Reward of the Inheritance: 


For ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt. 


former part of it, explains and untolds to the 
Coloſſians the golpel myſtery, celebrates the rich- 
es of the divine grace in Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 

= we have redemption through his blood, and la- 
bors to eſtabliſh and confirm them in the chriſti- 

an faith and proteſſion, in oppoſition to jewiſh 
3 {uperitition, gentile philoſophy and worſhip of 
= angels, and the like ſpurious mixtures of religi— 
on. And in the latter part, proceeds to practi- 
; cal inſtructions and exhortations, and affection- 
ately preſſes upon the Coloſſian converts, a vir- 
tuous holy life, anſwerable to their chriſtian 
character, in the practice of patience, meekneſs, 
purity, heavenlineis, mortification and great be- 
nevclence and charity, with the faithful and con- 


* ſcientious 
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N this epiſtle, a good deal reſembling that to Di. XII. 
the pheſians, and wrote about the ſame time, PA. I. 
duiing his impriſonment, the apoſtle in the &—— 


De graciots Reward 


Di XII ſcientious diſcharge of all relative duties, and 

PA I. particularly addreſſes huſbands and wives, parents 

and children, maſters and ſervants, * this 
r 


I. 2 Ver, 


Ver 21, 
32, 23: 


head: And enforces his exhortation from the 
conſideration in the text, * Knowing that of the 
Lord ye ſhell receive the reward of the inheri— 
tance : For ye ſerve the Lord Chtiſt.“ 

Tuts epiſtle is wrote to them that were al. 
ready chriſtians, © ſaints and faithful brethren,” 
concerning whom, the apoſtle ſays, © ye have 
put off the old man with his deeds, and have put 
on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge 
after the image of him that created him.” And 
again, you that were ſometime alienated and 
enemies in your minds by wicked works, yet now 
hath he reconciled, in the body of his fleſh, thro' 
death to preſent you holy and unblameable, and 
unreprovable in his ſight : If ye continue in the 
faith grounded and ſettled, and be not moved 
away from the 8 of che goipel, which ye have 
heard“. 

Uron theſe renewed ſanRtified perſons, who 
had profeſſed their faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and ſub- 
jected themſelves to his government, St. Paul 
urges the exhortation to ſteadfaſtneſs and fidelity 
in his cauſe, and to the conſtant ſincere diſcharg: 
of all the duties and ſervices of the chriſtian lite, 
as knowing that of the Lord they ſhould rc. 
ceive the reward of the inheritance : For ye 
ſerve the Lord Chriſt.” With this view and 
from this great principle of practical religion, thc 
apoſtle labors to animate the hopes and endeavors 
of believers; for having taken Jeſus Chriſt for thei: 
Lord and maſter, they might aſſuredly deperd 


upon a glorious recompenſe at his hands, fot 
their 
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= heir faithful and perſevering ſervices, agrea- Di. XII 

ble to the tenor of the new covenant, as much p. I. 
* 'as ſervants among men do fer the reward ſtipu- -, 

Z lated to their ſervice, when they indented and | 

entered into obligations with their maſters. _ 

iy ALL believers and true chriſtians, the ſancti- 

X fied and accepted of God, are become the ſer- 

ö vants of Chriſt; he is their Lord, maſter and judge, 

they have bound and obligated themſelves to him, 

it not publicly, yet in ſecret, as preparative 

thereto, and their eyes are unto him, as the eyes 

of the ſervant to the hand of his maſter; to hum 


| they look as to the great author and finiſher of 

, their faich, for preſent ſtrength, help and pro- 

ccection, and for the fulfilment of the promiſes 

that are afar off; for in his grace alone they are | 

1 ſtrong, and this is the declaration and promile of mY 

; their Lord, „be thou faithful unto death, and g 

I will give thee a crown of life.“ of: fl 

So in Epheſians 6. 7. the apoſtle inculcates re- i 

g lative duties from the ſame conſideration with of 

8 that in the text. Speaking of ſervants, he ſays, i 
*© with good will doing ſervice, as to the Lord, and g i 

p not to men: Knowing that whatſoever good thing | ! 

8 any man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the 1 

J Lord, whether he be bond er free. And ye 1 

E maſters, do the ſame things unto them, forbear- 1 

5 ing or moderating threatning: Knowing that 1 

1 your malter, as well as theirs, alſo is in heaven, | 

; neither is there reſpect of perſons with him.” 

| Tre inberitance, in the text, is that which is Exp'ang- 

0 6 iy 17 1 a 3 

above, the inheritance of the ſaints in light, a lot tion of 

4 in the heavenly Canaan, and the new Jeruſalem. Phraſes. 

4 For our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, has obtained a more 

8 excellent miniſtry than that of Moſes, by how 
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Di. XII much alſo he is the mediator of a better covenant, 
PA. I eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes than thoſe of 
w—— the law, even cœleſtial and eternal bleſſings, in- 
M ſtead of earthly and temporal ones. = 
Ap moreover it is“ the reward of the inne- 
ritance :—The grant and gift of God the father | 
to all the ſaints and faithful, in Chriſt Jeſus, who | 
is the appoi ted mediator and manager of this 
covenant, and who as he has purchaſed and ſe- 

cured the forfeited inheritance, and done the part XL 
of the kind kinſman, redeemer, ſo he is conſti- 3 
tuted the high almoner of heaven, and is the 
immediate diſpenſer of that forfeited bleſſing which 
he has obtained at the hands of law and juſtice :— 
An. the manner of his diſpenſation is that of a 
covenant or teſtament, according to which, this 
unfading inheritance becomes the property of 1 © 
his redeemed people in the way of a reward; a1 „ 
gracious and noble recompenſe to the faith, pa- G 
tience and unfainting perſeverance of the ſaints, = «1 
from their divine Lord and maſter. It is the Þ 
gift of God the father, through the righteouſneſs m 

and mediation of his ſon, who has loved us and re-. 
deemed us and our inheritance to God by his 


4a). ogy | | =_ #&%* 

blood: But it is an immediate and dire recom. | R 
penſe at the hands of his fon Jeſus Chriſt, the head = cal 
of the new covenant, * Agreable to which we _ ® 
The redemption and purchaſe of the forfeited alienated in. ble 
heritance, concludes no more againſt the graciou/ne/s of = of 
the divine grant, than the fcrgivneſs of fins through the , po! 
redemp«ion that is in Chriſt Jeſus, does againſt its being fin 
Jreely of the grace of God. The paradiſaical inheritance WY gle 
was a gracious donation from the father of the univerſe to 40 ec 
the firſt innocent pair of mank ind, notwithſtanding, accorſ- I to: 
ing to that primitive conſtitution, it was of debt and * cre 

of grace as contradiſtinguiſhes to the goſpel method o of 


acceptance. ear 


K 
5 - 
* 


N 
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acceptance. It was not a matter of abſolute merit, that 
is impoſſible, but of debt, according to pactien or covenant 
in the higheſt and moſt perfect ſenſe, even up to the 
demands of nature. This fair inheritance when con- 
fiſcate by the rebellion and tranſgreſſion of the poſſe ſſors, 
reverts to the original donor, or is forfeited into the 
hands of juſtice ; whereupon the redemption of it be- 
comes neceſſary that it may return back to the former 


owners: This redemption is effected by our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, the ſecond Adam. who has reconciled for iniquity, 
and brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs. Upon this, his 
people, through a union with him, receive a new Claim, 
and under him again become heirs, and the inheritance 
is as much the gt of God to them, as though it had 
never been alienated by the firſt Adam's diſobedience. 


This matter might be illuſtrated thus. The inheritance 


of the earthly Canaan, a type of heaven, was the g:/7 of 
God to his people of old. the ſeed of Abraham, and to 
their ſeveral tribes and families: But when any particu- 
lar inheritance become alienate, for the preſent, and run 


out through the poverty or extravagance of the owner, it 


muſt be redeemed and the forfeiture paid before the 
bankrupt or his heirs could come into poſſeſſion again, 
according to law; unleſs it ſhould go out in the jubilee, — 
ſo Bozz redeemed the inheritance of Elimelech, and took 
Ruth the heireſs to wife, and the incumbrance being thus 


taken off, by a third perſon, the inheritance returns to 


the family as much the g/ of heaven, as it was to the 
original grantees [t it be {aid that Adam's inheri- 


tance was an earthly one, that of the ſaints hereafter a 


heavenly one : It may be replied, that if the inheritance 


of the firſt Adam was the gift of God to him and his 


poſterity, in conſideration of their being a perfect and 
finleſs race: Much more is the inheritance in light and 
glory, a matter of free grace to the redeemed and ſancti- 

ed in Chriſt Jeſus, who thro1gh him derive their claim 
do it, only as /incere and faithful, though very imperfect 
creatures. The renewed ſaint cannot be more worthy 


of the heavenly, than the perfect creature was of the 
earthly paradiſe, F I 
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read, that God the father hath given us mortals, Di. XII. 
eternal life, as well as an inheritance to hve up- PA. I. 
on, and that this life is in bis jon, And again 


104 


Di. XII as the gift of God the father is eternal life, fo i: 


The. gratious Reward 


PA. I. is through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; who has dyed 
„ that we might hve, and ſuffered that we might 


reign :—* That as lin hath reigned unto death, 
even ſo might grace .ccign {brough righteouſneſs, 
unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord :” By 
him, as the great procurer, and not only fo bur 
the covenant diſpenſer of it. The ſervice to be 
periormed, in the kingdom and patience of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that we may be intitled to, and finally be- 
come actual poſſeſſors of, ** the reward of the in- 
keritance” is chriſtian obedience, in general, th- 
life of faith and holineſs, or a walking and grow- 
ing up in Chriſt Jeſus, after having received him 
and believed on him, 1 

Wuar 1 propoſe therefore, by divine help, 
to conſider chriſtian obedience, or the faithful {e:- 
vice of Chriſt, as a condition of the new-covenan: 
or teſtament of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Or in 
other words to conſider a life of piety, righteou'- 
neſs and ſobriety, in Chriſt Feſus, as the indiſpen- 
fable condition of that glorious recompenſe, 
which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has promiſed, in h 
be tter covenant, and which he will confer upon 
his faithful people and ſervants in the day of |: 
appearing, '\agreable to the goſpel conftituto:. 
1 ſhall endeaver, | 


I. To conſider the great and important art 
cle of chriſtian obedience itfelf, And 


II. Taz conditionality of it, in reference to 
the new teſtament. And make forme im- 
provement. 


I. To conſider the great and important artic!: 
of chriſtian obedience itſelf. be 
* 
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* 
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of Cbriſtian Obedience. 


Aud without affecting any thing new in the 
manner, I ſhall conſider it, agreable to the anci- 
ent and uſual diviſion of it, into piety, righteouſ- 
neſs and temperance, or the duty incumbent on 
us, towards God, our neighbour and ourſelves : 
Divine, ſocial and human virtue ; for fo the grace 
of the goſpel, bringing ſalvation, teaches us to 


live ſoberly, righteoully, godly. 


We begin with the firit of theſe, viz piety or 


chriſtian obedience. Wo 

Ta1s conſiſts in a right temper of heart to- 
wards God, and in all thoſe external acts of rever- 
ence and homage, that are anſwerable to ſuch a 
temper. It is principally with the latter of theſe, 
that we are now concerned : Having already, 
under the head of faith, in ſome meaſure, con- 
ſidered the internal principle of piety and de- 
votion. | 

Ap here it may be proper to obſerve, that 
the ſeveral virtues and duties of religion, ſtand 
in a near relation and connection to each other: 
And the internal habit and principle, and the 
external practice and obedience, are not to be 
ſeparated. A good tree will bring forth good 
fruit, and fo on the contrary a corrupt tree will 
bring forth corrupt fruit. As a man's heart is, 
ſo is he: For out of it are the iſſues of life. A 
principle of piety or of juſtice, or ſobriety in the 


heart, infers the practice of theſe virtues in the 


life. And accordingly, it is evideat, that he who 
keeps not the commandments of God, has not 
the love and fear of God in him ; that he who 
does not righteouſneſs, is not habitually righte- 


Ous 3 that he who giveth not thoſe things that are 
8 2 3 needful 
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needful to the body, but only empty words, to 
an indigent brother or ſiſter, hath nor charity: 
And that he who cannot ſhew his faith by his 
works, has really no faith to make evident. And 
that where there is no aZual abſtinence and ſeli- 
government, there is no temperance and ſobriety. 
In lke manner theſe three ſeveral great bran- 
ches of chriſtian virtue and duty that have been 
mentioned, have a relation to and mutual depen- 
dance upon each other, and ſuppoſe and infer 
one the other. So that we may argue from a 
man's piety to his juſtice, temperance, patience 
and charity; and ſo back again from his love of 
his brother to his love of God : And from his 
righteouſneſs to his being born of God or his re- 
generation ; and for this we have the example 
of the beloved apoftle St. John. In a word, he 
that is obedient co one part of the divine Jaw, 
from faith in God, and regard to his authot icy, 
will for the ſame reaſon have reſpect to other 
parts of it. The genuine citizen of Zion, who 
works righteouſneſs & ſpeaks the truth from his 
heart, will alſo upon the ſame evangelical princi- 
ples, walk humbly and penitently before God. 
And fo on the contrary, the truly pious man is 
ever found to be a man of virtue and good 
behavior among men. 
So in regard of any one general branch of 
goodneſs, for inſtance piety, which we are now 


_ conſidering z any one particular virtue of godli- 


And whatever principles, men of other religion 


neſs, argues and ſuppoſes others. For example, 
truſt in God by Jeſus Chriſt, implies repentance, 
ſubmiſſion, reſignation : And the love of God 
ſuppoſes faith in him, and obedience to him. 
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may practice righteouſneſs upon, yet it ſeems to Di. XII. 


the chriſtian, as ſuch, the root and principle of PA. I. 
piety and obedience, is faith and hope in Gd. 


by Jeſus Chriſt, who is the propitiation for our 
ſins. | 
_ GopLtiness implies in the idea of it, a con- 
formity to God in his moral perfections and ex- 
cellencies, an imitation of his juſtice, truth, holi- 
neſs, goodneſs, and ſo comprehends both the 
Habit and practice of piety. The duties of ex- 
ternal piety and actual devotion, conſiſt in the 
various exerciſes of divine worſhip, homage and 
ſervice, We draw nigh to God and hold inter- 
courſe with him by prayer, faſting, ſabbatiſing, 
reading,” hearing, meditating, &c. 0 
Fo inſtance, the man of faith and piety, is a 


the Epheſians, among other things, to be found 
praying always with all prayer and ſupplication in 
the ſpirit, and watching thereunto with all per- 
ſeverance, Our Lord has him elf given us the 
example of this duty : And the holy ſcriptures 
enjoin and inculcate it abundantly. And it is: 
certainly a duty highly ſuitable to our preſent in- 
digent ſinful and dependent circumſtances, It is 
indeed the natural and proper breath of the be- 
lieving ſanctified ſoul: Neither is it poſſible, in 
common caſes, that the pious heavenly man 
ſhould live, without daily addreſſes to the throne 
of grace, by way of acknowledgment, ſupplica- 
tion and praiſe ; exprefling a ſenſe of the divine 
goodneſs to him, his obligations, his fin and un- 
worthineſs, his dependance, &c. So we fre- 
quently find prayer and pious truſt in God join- 


td together in the holy ſcriptures, © Be careful Philip, 4, 


Is 
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man of prayer. Accordingly St. Paul exhorts bo f pray 
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Di. XEHI for nothing, but in every thing by prayer and 
PA. I. ſuppheation with thankſgiving, let your requeſts 


Plat, 62. 
3. 


}rivate 
Prayer. 


_ and to procure the bleſſing of heaven, and avert 


be made known unto God.“ And “ truſt in God 
at all times, ye people, pour out your heart before 
him: God is a refuge for us.“ And we read, „che 
prayers of Cornelius came up together with his 
alms for a memorial before God.” 

Wir regard to the ſpirit and moral temper of 
prayer, it muſt be performed with the devotion 
of heart, in faith, penitence, humility and holy 
reſignation, otherwiſe it will not be that effectual, 
fervent, inwrought prayer of the righteous man, 
that availeth much. 

THe parts of prayer are various, ſuch as ado- 
ration, confeſſion, petition, thankſgiving, &c. 

Ap the ſeveral kinds of it are to be oblerved 


| likewiſe, and duly attended by us; -ſuch as, ſecret 


and devout prayer in our cloſers, to our father 
which ſees in ſecret, and has promiſed to reward 
us openly. . And by this, indeed, it is the divine 
life is in great meaſure ſupported and carried on. 

THEREFORE let not daily retirement and the 
devotion of the cloſet be neglected, and ſecret 


prayer and holy converſe with God be reſtrained. 


Bur let chriſtians be much upon their knees, and 
be frequent, conſtant and affectionate in their 
pious and retired addreſſes to heaven: For 
praying will make you leave ſinging, and ſin- 
ning will make you leave praying. 
NEeiTHER let there be any families that cal} 
not upon God's name: For this is one kind of 
ſocial prayer and worſhip, and of great uſe in 
{ach little ſocieties of chriſtians, to train them up 
tor the church and kingdomof God in the werld, 
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"9 that wrath of God which he will pour out upon Di XII 
the profane and prayerleſs, upon the families and pg I. 
ſocieties that call not upon his name. Surely e- 
very family, which is a little diſtinct common- 
wealth by itfelf, ſhould daily pray for daily bread 
4 and other daily mercies, for which they have 
1 their dependance upon providence and that boun- 
titul hand which ſupplies the wants and fatisfies 
the deſires of the creation. It 1s ſurely but rea- 
ſonable, that we ſhould continually acknowledge 
that God and providence, on which we have our 
continual dèpendance. The prayer which our 
Lord taught his little family of diſciples for daily 
uſe, ſeems plainly to indicate the obligation of 
this duty. The plural pronouns, our and us, 
ſhew that prayer was deſigned not meerly for 
ſecret, but ſocial worſhip, and in the daily ordi- 
nary way. 

Nox ſhould we content ourſelves only with 
devotion at ſtated times and ſet ſeaſons, but en- 
deavor to maintain a devout ſpirit and temper, 
being in the fear of the Lord all the day long, 
and often, as occaſion ſerves, lift up our hearts 
to God in ſudden, ſhort and ejaculatory addreſſes. 

PuBLic prayer and divine worſhip, eſpecially public 
on Lord's days is another ſort of devotion, that is prayer. 
to be conſcienciouſly attended: Nor ſhould we 
neglect the aſſembling ourſelves together for this 
purpoſe as the manner of ſome is. | f 

Inu ſacred obſervation of the ſabbath, is a 1 
principal part of piety : And the neglect and con- ganais- 1 
tempt of that day, argues the want of a due ſenſe cation of 
of God and religion, and a high degree of pro- (ev 
faneneſs. It is an inſtance and evidence of God's 
tenderneſs for us, and for our beſt intereſt, that be 
16:15 as 
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, has ſanctified this day to be improved to the pro- 
Di. XII gtable pu poſes of religion, in the heavenly exer- * 
PA. I. ciſes of piety public and private And to the 
wr truly religious and devout man, ic is the moſt plea. | 
ſant and uſeful part of his time; ard he calls the 
ſabbath a delight, and not a wearineſs, the holy 
of the Lord and honorable, and it is a day of the 
glacneſs of his heart. As he communes ſweetly 
with an inviſible God in ſecret, and in his own 
houſe, fo he is glad when they ſay unto him, let 
us go in to the houſe of the Lord, and his hart 
"_ 54. echo's back, © How amiable are thy tabcrnaclcs, 
OP: O Lord of hoſts! My foul longeih, ye even 
fainteth for the courts of the Lord : My heart 
and my fleſh c:yeth out for the living God.” 
How greatly 1s it to be lamented, that that holy 
day is ever miſpent, in achriſtian land, in idleneſs, 
drowſineſs and vain amuſcments, and abſence from 
divine ſervices, or in a trifling unbecoming at- 
tendance ! O let chriſtians and ſuch as hve among 
them, receive the admonition and exhortation 
from God, to ſanctify his ſabbath, the earneſt of 
the heave-ily reſt that remains to the people of 
God, to ſpend that precious day, not in inactivity 1 
and dulneſs, or in tho'tleſs gaity, ſports and di- "A 
verſions, but in the delightful and advantageous | 
exerciſes of meditation and prayer, hearing and 
reading, and other duties of piety, and where 
they can, upon every divine ordinance, and all 
appointed means of grace. W im 
1. rr non- profeſſ rs, who have not named the 
2 name of Chriſt, though they live among chriſtians, 
eſſing re- * "as Al 
ligioa, be urged and invited, to reflect upon their obli- 
gations and the evidences of chriſtianity, and con- 
ſider what they owe to him who has bought 2 5 
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with that blood which is the confirmation of his Di. XII 
docttine, and thereupon confeis with their mouth PA. I. 
the Lord Jeſus, as well as believe in their heart, 


that they may be ſaved. Let luch as have never 
yet been initiated into the chriſtian church and 
diſcipled to Chriſt by baptiſm, ariſe and be bap- 
tiſed, and waſh away their ſins. And Jet the un- 
grateful deſpiſers of the great ſalvation, and who 
negleR the invication to that heavenly feaſt, where 
the hcarts of chriſtians are refreſhed and comfort- 
ed with the fruics and aſſurances of their redeem» 
er's love and tender compaſſion, be perſwaded to 
approach this holy table, in commemoration of 
their Savior, herein preſerving the memory and 
ſhewing forth the death and paſſion of chat bene- 
volent friend, and worthy founder of our religi- 
on; who having taſted death for every man, is 
now crowned with divine glory and honor. 
Moreover, when ye faſt, be not as the hy- 


pocrites, ſuperſtitious and oſtentatious, but faſt Faſting. 


unto the Lord, and rent your heart and not your 
garment, humbly repenting and reforming, for 
ſuch a faſt has he choſen, whether it be of a more 
public or private nature, that looks not at the 
outward appearance, but at the heart, and will 
openly reward it, hidden virtues. 


Wurx you religiouſly read, let it be at the Reading 


tame time, both for inſtruction. and devotion ;. 


that the word may at once enligEten your minds 
and warm your he.ris If you think fit to read 
controverſy, take carc to do the ſubj-& juſtice, 
by impartially reading upon both ſi es of the 
queſtion. Though a bad book may, in ſome 
caſes and under ſome circumſtances do hurt to 
the reader, yet it is ridiculous ſuperſtition, to 

5 fancy 
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fancy it can operate like a tharm, or corrupt us 
without or againſt our conſent. Neverthe- 
leſs in ſpecial cates, wiſdom is profitable to direct 
in this matter, and the more wile and experien- 
ced, may greatly ſerve or diſoblige the younger 
and leſs judicious, by indulging to them, or 
with-holding from them, ſuch books, as are and 
are not, adapted and calculated totheir ape, ſtand- 
ing and improvement. In this reſpect, parents 
and tutors have a duty and a charge to attend 
above others : And much, very much often de- 
pends upon their good or ill management of this 
truſt, _- 

In regard of hearing the word, we ſhould do 
well, to remember our Savior's direction and ex- 
hortation, „take heed how you hear”, and again 


hear and underſtand”, For if through inat- 


tention or Ignorance, we are not underſtanding 
hearers, we ſhall be forgetful hearers, and if we 
are forgetful hearers, we ſhall not be doers of 
the word, and ſo not bleſſed in our deeds. 

Nox ſhould. hearing and reading alone con- 
tent us, but ſerious and devout meditation ought 
to be added thereto. Unleſs what we hear and 
read be laid up in our hearts, how can it be 
brought forth into practice in our lives? It be- 
comes us frequently to recolle& the things of 
God and religion, to dwell upon them in our 
thoughts, and ſee to it that they are well digeſted, 

| | and 


I remember formerly ſoon after my leaving College, the 
writings of the Earl of Shaftſbury, the property of the 
Hon. Judge Ruſſel, fell into my hands, -which, upon 
principle, I ſuppoſe, he kindly deprived me of at that 
time, as not ſuited to my age and proficiency, and 
for which I have often thought myſelf obliged to his 
honor, and now make him my grateful zcknowledgment. 
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and wrought into the temper and completion of 
our ſouls; as that ſpiritual, divine food, by, which 
they are to be nouriſhed up to everlaſting life. 
The word of God ſhould dwell in us richly in all 
wiſdom, and {ſpiritual underſtanding : His words 
ſhould be ſweet to our taſte, and ought to be 
ſeaſonably in our mouth as well as heart, and we 
ſhould ſpeak. of God's law when we walk by the 
way, and when we ſit ſtill in the houſe, and me- 
ditate therein night and day. 


IL NOTHER great branch of pradtical 


religion or chriſtian obedience, is 


al virtues in general, or relative duties: Not the 
fingle proper virtue of juſtice only, on the one hand, 
or that general good character on the other, which 
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Di.XIL 
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juſtice or righteouſneys ; by which I intend the ſoci C,mus 


Of living 
righteous 


righteouſneſs ſometimes ſignifies, as compreh: nſive 


of all goodneſs and moral excellence. Righteoul- 
neſs in the view, in which we now underſtand it, 
contains juſtrce properly ſo called, together with 


| | . eruth and charity, as they reſpect our fellow 


men. | 
__ JvsT1ex as it reſpects the magiſtrate, conſiſts in 
judging righteous: judgment, and dealing out equity 
to every one in a legal way, according to the con- 
ſtitutions of government under which they live. 
And a truſt of great importance this, repoſed in 
ſuch as are veſted in civil authority and power, and 
on which the happineſs of ſociety greatly depends; 
and without the faithful diſcharge of it, the ma- 
giſtrate cannot ſtand approved before God. For 
he that juſtifieth the wicked, and he that condemn- 
eth the juſt; even they both are abomination to 
the Lord, 


CoMMUTATIVE 
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Di. X11 Comnvtarivs juſtice is that which belongs to 
PA. II. Private perſons, or which relates to mankind con- 
—＋ fidered in Ar capacity. And it conſiſts in 
that doing of juſtice and right to all, with whom 
we have any concern, which is oppoſed to all the 
atts and practiſes of unrighteouſneſs, fraud and 


diſhoneſty, which are ſo prevalent among men. 


And indeed the kinds and ſpecies of injuſtice are 
very many and great ; —Robbery, theft, murder, 
oppreſſion, over. reaching. Men have found out 
ways of practiſing diſhoneſty in almoſt every 
branch of buſineſs labor and traffic. The debtor 
can abuſe the creditor by delays: And the creditor 
can extort from the debtor, and grind the faces of 
the poor. But the goſpel golden rule js to do to 
others, as ye would that they ſhould do to you in 
like circumſtances : And the chriſtian religion in- 
joins ſtrict honeſty, integrity and uprightneſs upon 
every man, of all profeſſions, characters and em- 
ployments. | 
ART thou a common laborer ? Then remember 
that holy religion, which you profeſs, obliges you to 
3 diligence and fidelity, in the work and 
uſineſs in which thou art employed. Art thou 
given to trade & barter,to buying and ſelling in any 
of thoſe ways that are common and lawful among 
men? Then always carry the ſcale of juſtice in 
thy right hand, and be careful and conſcientious, 
never to go beyond or defraud thy neighbour in 
any matter; nor love the wages and gains of un- 
righteouſneſs : Or if thou art a mechanic, and doſt 
work in wood or in iron, in wool or in flax, orany 
other thing, and expoſe thy manufacture to ſale, 
whether at thy own door or in the market; then 
as you fear God and have hope in him, and ms 
At for 
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for his bleſſing, ſee to it, that there be no hidden Di XII. 
cheat or covered defect in the work of thy hands, pA. II. 
for God ſees not as man ſees, for he inſpects the A... 
inmoſt part of thy work and of thy beart, and he 
will bring into judgment every ſecret thing Let 
wolle be appoved and your demands reaſona- 
le: And let no man truſt in oppreſſion, or become 
vain in robbery. Let him that ſtole ſteal no more: 
Let the unrighteous forſake their thoughts and 
their ways, and the wickedneſs of the wicked come 
toan end. And let us provide things honeſt in 
the ſight of all men ; for the unrighteous ſhall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. The inhabitants of 
the heavenly Zion, are ſuch as among other things 
work righteouſncſs, and ſpeak the truth in their 
hearts. | 
Waren brings us to ſpeak of truth, in word 
and action, as a particular branch of juſtice and 
righteouſneſs towards our neighbour. By falſe re- 
port and breach of promiſe, we may injure others 
as much as in any other way of unrighteouſneſs. 
And chriſtians would ever do well to remember, = f packs 
that lying and unfaithfulneſs are repreſented in the ating 
goſpel as very heinous iniquities, which not only truly. 
will exclude men from the. heavenly glory, but 
ſubject them to unquenchable flames. All hars 
ſhall have their part in the Jake which burn-th 
with fire and brimſtone. Speaking the truth of 
Fact, or relating matters truly, is called veracity : 
As acting truly and uprightly, and keeping our 
word and promiſe, is called faithfulneſs. And he 
is the man of truth and honor, and acts up to the 
chriſtian character in this reſpect, who keeps his 
tongue from evil, and his lips from ſpeaking guile ; 
and even though he ſwears to his own hurt, yet 
; changes 
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Dx II. changes not, or recedes from his promiſes and ob- 


PA. II. ligations. 


— Lex every. one therefore ſpeak truth with his 
neighbour, as becometh chriſtians : For ſo the apo- 
ſtle exhorts in this epiſt le, Lie not one to another, 
ſeeing ye have put off the old man with his deeds.” 
Put off all theſe ; anger, wrath, malice, blaſphemy, 
Chap. z. filthy communication, out of your mouth.” 
8. &. Let perjury be deteſted as one of the worſt of 
crimes ; and officious, as well as much more ma!:- 
cious fallhood be abhored : And the man who brid- 
leth not his tongue, but is a (landerer, .backbiter, 
reviler, be denyed the reputation and favor of 2 
Chriſtian. For though a man may ſeem to be re- 
ligious, yet if he bridleth not his tongue, that man's 

religion is vain, 
_ AGAIN charity, or love, benevolence and kind- 
Jam, 1. els of affection, is one of the main ſocial virtues 
26. and duties, chat reſpect our neighbour; it is the 
end of the commandment, the fulfilling of the law, 
the bond of perfectneſs; and as it is in itſelf a 


N molt excellent and amiable diſpoſition, ſo it is er- 


charity. joined upon chriſtians in the goſpel, to a great ex- 


tent and to a high degree. 

As to the extent of it, the chriſtian benevolence 
reaches all mankind, and embraces the whole 
human race of all characters and conditions, coun- 
tries and complexions. A Jew bated a Samaritan, 
but a chriſtian muſt love his enemies. Publicans 
and ſinners love ſuch as love them, but we mult 
do more, and not confine our affection to friends, 
relatives. and partizans, but do good as we have op- 
portunity and ability, toall men, though eſpecially to 
the houſhold of faith. The true chriſtian charity 

prays for, and ſeeks to benefit che very worſt of 
17 8 men: 
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men : and this is the characteriſtie of real chriſtians, Di. XI 
that they love one another, according to our Lord's PA. II. 
new commandment, even as he has loved them, 
that they love one another. Love is as eſſential 
to our religion as faith: and the goſpel requir 
that we love our neighbour as ourſelves, in 
hearty tenderneſs and fellow feeling. 

Tus religion of Jeſus, the lover of ſouls, doeg 
indeed carry the article of benevolence and charity 
to a molt amazing heighth; and fo far exgeedi. g the 
love that chriſtians in general ſeem to bear to one 
another, eſpecially of different parties and perſwa- 
ſions, that one is almoſt afraid and aſhamed to make 
the compariſon between them. We may well be 
ſenſible of, and lament, the want of this diving 
affection and the faith of it among chriſtians, when 
we conſider the greatneſs and difintereſtedneſs of 
the love of Chriſt, and the proportion our affection 
to one another ought to bear, to his unparallel'd 
compaſſion to us all. ** As I haye loved you, that 
ye alſo love one another.” Alas! how vaſtly 
ſhart do we all come of the kind and benevolent 
temper of the goſpel ? I may very agreably con- 
clude this-head of juſtice and charity, and relative 
ſocial duty, with the apoſtolic exhortation in our 
context, from the 12th verſe to the end. Put 
on therefore (as the ele& of God, holy & beloved) 
bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, 
meekneſs, long- ſuffering; forbearing one anoth r, 
and forgiving one another, if any man have a qu t- 
rel againſt any: even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo a fo 
do ye. And above all theſe things, put on charity, 
which is the bond of perfectneſs. And let the | 
peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which alſo | iſ 
| ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. | 9 
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Di. XII. Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly in all 
PA. II. wiſdom ; teaching and admoniſhing one another in 
V W. plalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatſoever 

do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 

Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God and the father by 

him. Wives, ſubmit your ſelves unto your own 
husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. Husbands, love 

your wives, and be not bitter againſt them. Chil- 

dren, obey your parents in all things: for this is 


well-pleaſing unto the Lord. Fathers, provoke not 


your children to anger, leſt they be diſcouraged. 
Servants, obey in all things your maſters, accord- 
ing to the fleſh ; not with eye-ſervice, as men- 
pleaſers, but in ſingleneſs of heart, fearing God: 


And whatſocyer ye do, do it heartily, as to the 


Lord, and not unto men; knowing, that of the 
Lord ye ſhall receive the reward of the inheritance: 
for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt, But he that doth 
wrong, ſhall receive for the wrong which he hath 
done: and there is no reſpect of perſons.” 
23d. and ult. AxoTner branch of chriſtian obe- 
dience is temperance or ſobriety ; and is that part 
of duty which more immediately reſpects ourſelves, 
and conſiſts in the due government of the paſſions 
of chriſt. and appetites, in oppoſition to exceſſes of all kinds. 
anſobtiety Chriſtian ſobriety reſpects both the body and the 


mind: the latter is the feat and ſource of the paſſi-. 


ons, the former of the appetites and carnal deſires. 
WRrarH, anger, malice, envy, revenge and the 
like, is the intemperance of the ſpirit, which the 
chriſtian law requires the ſuppreſſion of, together 
with the poſſeſkon of the oppoſite diſpoſitions of 
moderation, meekneſs, calmneſs and ſelf- govern- 
ment. The deſign and tendency of the chriſtizn 
$$ 555 4: 162 IR religion; 
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religion, is to cure the impatience and fever of the Di. XII. 
mind, to rectify the paſſions and miſplaced affecti- PA. II. 
ons, and to introduce that peace of God that paſſes CY 
all underſtanding. Neither can he have experien- 
ced the power of the _ and it's transforming” 
doctrine, that remains inſlav'd to his paſſions and 
vile affeftions, who is bloated with pride, diſtorted 
with envy, whoſe heart goes after his covetouſneſs, Tempe- 
and who is not renewed in the ſpirit and temper of ance of 
his mind. Certain it is, he can be neither a good the ſpirity 
or happy man, who has not the poiſeſſion and gene- 
ral command of himſelf ; for when the paſſions 
bear ſway in the ſoul, and reafon is d@hroned, a 
man becomes a ſlave to many maſters, and his ſpi- 
rit is like a city that is broken down and whout 
walls. | 

Tus intemperance of the fleſh conſiſts in glutto- 
ny. drunkenneſs, laſciviouſneſs, luxury, indolence Tempe- 
and the like. And the oppoſite character conſiſts rance of 
in moderation & ahſtemiouſneſs in meats and drinks che fleſh. 
and other carnal pleaſures, in receiving and morti- 
fying the appetites and deſires of the ſinful fleſh. 

Tae natural appetites and paſſions are in them- 
ſelves good and neceffary, and every way ſuited and 
accommodated to our preſent condition and ſtate 
of exiſtence ; nor could the world ſubſiſt without 
them : And yet certain it js, from the abufe and 
miſapplication of them, the greateſt miſchiefs, 
miſeries and diſorders have ariſen among men. In- 
deed the foundation of the ſin and miſery of the 
world was laid, in gratifying a fleſkly appetite and 
vain curioſity, in eating the forbidden fv And 
from iritemperance in meats and drinks, have ſprung 
a thouſand diſeaſes and ſorrows among the ſons and 
daughters of Adam ever ſince. Aud this ſort of 
oe intemperance 
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Di. XII. intemperance often prepares the wy for other vices 
PA. II. of the fleſh :—it breeds wantonneſs and luſt, and 1 
WY leads to fornication and all uncleanneſs. ; 
As for hard drinking, we know it is the parent 
of many woes and ſorrows, and expoſes a man to 
diſgrace, folly and contempt among men, as vel, as 
to other ſins and abominations in the ſight of God. 
As wars and fighiings, and all that calamity, ex- 
nce and blood that wait upon them, come of mens 
uſts, of ambition, pride, dominion, avarice, revenge, 
ſo poverty and want, ſcandal and diſhonor, diſeaſes 
Aren and what is worſe ſtill, impure imagina- 
tions, profane oaths, horrid blaſphemies, adulterous 
eyes, malicious ſpeeches, and many hateful and 
ſhocking vices, proceed and come forth of gluttony 
and drunkenneſs. 
Did men but duly obſerve theſc two great 
branches of chriſtian duty, comprehended under the - 
virtues of /elf-denial and morttfication, very much 3 ; 
of the evil both moral and afflitive, that abound: . 
in this apoſtate world, would be prevented. "3 
SELF-DENIAL would reſtrain mens reſentment FR 
and anger,and make them forbearing and meek, and : 
willing rather to forego their intcreſt and honor, in 
many caſes, than enter into contention and broil: 
for what they call ihe right, and prevent thoſe at- 
tempts of revenge, for affronts and injuries receiv'd, 
that are often attended with the moſt extenſive 
and faral miſchiefs, both to themſelves and others. 
And mortification would ſubdue our fleſhly pre- 
penſities and luſts, our members which are vpon 
the earth, fornication and all un: haſtity. It wguld 
bring under the body, and all its unruly appetitc: 
and deſires, and. tak: away that root of bitterne!: 
whereby many are defited, Kee; ing under this 
corruplib!? 
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corruptible body and crucifying the fleſh, with the Di. XII. 


affections and luſts, would remove the occafion of PA. II. 
many evils, and deſtroy the force of many temp- TW 
tations. It would ſerve mightily to calm the paſſi- 
ons, keep down reſentment, and cure the peviſhneſs 
and impatience of our tempers, as well as to pre- 
ſerve the body pure from every defiling luft. 
TusgakrokkE my hearers of every age and ſex, 
receive the exhortation to temperance and fobricty, 
as good and falutary, tending to your peace, com- 
fort and happineſs, as eſſential ro your chriſtian 
character, and to your well-bcing here and for ever. 
For if ye live after the fleſh ye ſhall die; but if 
e thro* the ſpirit do wore + the deeds of the a 8. 
body, ye ſhall live.“ “ For to be carnally minded 9 
is d ath ; but to be ſpiritually minded is life and 
peace.” Baſe and deſtructive arg the works of 
tie fleſh, bur the fruit of the ſpirit is peace and 
Joy, gentleneſs and goodneſs. As becometh ſaints 
| and chriſtians, Jet us guard againſt malevolence, 
| | impatience and all the angry paſſions; and not in- 
dulge to idle, profane, obſcene and miſchevious 
| ſpeaking, not ſuffering any corrupt communication 
| 5 to proceed out of our mouths: But let us ſeek to 
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open our mouth in wiſdom, and in our tongue let 
be the law of kindneſs.” Let us carefully guard 


likewiſe, as our holy religion requires, againſt all 


; 25 the paſſions of the concupilcible kind ;—againſt all 1 Thef. 4. 
e unchaſt thoughts, words and actions. For this is 3, 4 5. 

N x the will of God even your ſanQiiication, that you 

_ ſhould abflain from fornication : That every one 

L 7 of you ſhould know how to poſſeſs his veſſel in 
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ſanctification and honor, not in the luſts of concu- 4 
piſcence : For God hath called us not to unbelief, 1890 10. F 
but to holineſs by the goſpel. And whether we 31. 

D d 3 eat 4 


Di XII. eat or drink, or whatever we do, do all to "his 
glory of God. Being temperate in all things : 
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letting our moderation be known unto all men: 
for the Lord is at hand.“ 

II. Ws are now to conſider the conditienality of 
goſpel obedience or practical religion, as it refers 
to the new-teſtament and better covenant of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : or the reward of chriſtian obe- 


dience. 


This conſideration is a proper enforcement of 
evangelical righteouſneſs and obedience, and is one 
thing that renders the goſpel a doctrine according 
to godlineſs, a ſcheme for promoting virtue au 
moral goodneſs among men : For if perſonal holi- 


neſs was not the indiſpenſable condition of final 
acceptance and glory, according to the chriſtian con- 


ſtitution, then chriſtians might obtain life and hap- 


- pineſs in the neglect of it, which would ſer them 


at liberty from moral obligations, and make the 


. goſpel a doQrine of licentiouſneſs & antinomianiſm. 
. , BuT to prevent miſtakes, and illuſtrate the 
Point more fully, this matter may be briefly con- 
. ſidered negatively as well as poſitively. 9 


1. Ir is not intended that the ſinner's juſtifica- 
tion in teſpect of the preſent time, and as landing 
uilty at the bar of God the father of our Lord 
Jelus Chriſt, is in virtue of works and perſona! 
righteouſneſs, We have already ſhewn that in this 
view the {inner is not, cannot be juſtified in the way 


of law; for faith and juſtification precced worl: 


Megativly 


of evangelical obedience, and thele two ways of 
Juſtification are diverſe eno* from the other. The 
law is not of faith.“ In one caſe righteouſnels 
is imputed without works, in the other, the man 
that doth them ſhall live in them. The law re- 
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quires perfechop, and in the ſight of God the fa. Di. XII. 


43) 


ther nothing anſwers for the ſinner's acceptance and PA. II. 


275 but the blood and obedience of his Son. 


therwiſe the death of Chriſt would be fruſtrated, 
and grace. and faith, in the ſpecial goſpel view of 
them, would be ſuperceded. | 

2. NerTaex is chriſtian obedience to be coyſi- 
dered as the condition of the new covenant in ſuch 
a ſenſe as to render the future inviſible recompenſe 
of reward a matter of debt, as in the covenant of 
Adam and nature ; but a reward of grace and favor,. 
upon a quite different foot and conſtitution fron 
that. That crown and glory which Jeſus Chriſt 
the judge of quick and dead will confer upon his 
choſen faithful people in the laſt day, will, it is 
true, be a reward; a recompenſe that has reſpect 
to tho r paſt ſervices an l ſufferings and be beſtowed 
upon them, as ſomething tat was become their 
due, and to which they rave received a title, ac- 
cording to the terms of he new covenant, and the 
mutual reſtipulation between the ſervan's of Chriſt 
and their Lord. I his, it cannot be denied, is ihe 
thing directly aſſerted in the text: Knowing that 
of the Lord ye ſhall receive the xewarp f the 
inheritance; for ye ſerve the Lord Chrift.” , 

Bur not witliſta ding he new covenant is a ver 
different conſtitution from that of Adam: for tho? 
they both agree in th s, that there is a reward con- 
ter'd ag eab. e to promiſe and ſlipulation, upon the 
obedient; yet in the cafe of the firſt Adam, the 
obedience requir'd was ſin/eſ5 and perfect, and ſuch 
the innocent creature was every way capable of 
yieldiig: in the cvenant of the ſecond, on'y a 
ſincere faithful ſervice is exacted, anſwerable to the 
character of imperfect fallen creatures, who have 
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Di. XII. 6 to righteouſaels and. 

PA. II. thed.vine image, and made capable of perfe din 

nn acceptable obedience. The reward of the Hell 
Adam, alſo was preſent and in hand, not ſo properly 


the object of faith and hope, that of the ſecond 


laid up in the promiſe, afar off, to be believed, 


wayed for, and patiently ſought, in the way of w. f. 
doing. Then the obedience performed, was by the 
creature's own proper ſtrength and power, commu- 
picat d in its creation an in the way of nature: 
Now the virtue performed i by the ſtrength and 
grace of Chriſt, in a preternatural way ; and more- 
over the believer is indebted to grace, free and ſo- 
v tei gn, for his new creation in Chriſt Jeſus, where- 
dy he is qualificd to perform good works. 

"8 that tho” there be a ſervice enjoi ed, and a 
reward pr mi ſed and inſured in the conſtitution of 
the redeemer, and therein it reſembles the primitive 
covenant of w rks, yet as the ſervice is imperfe t, 
and ſhort of what the Jaw of nat«.r- requires, he 
reward cannot be of debt, accordinz 10 nature, as 
Adam's was ; and eſpecially ſeeing that witho.it 
Chriſt, in chriſtian can do nothing, and that thro' 
his Lord's ſtren;,thning of him, he does all things: 
But yet there is room fo a reward under the neu 
covenant, and it becomes due, by promiſe to the 
Faithful ſervants of Chriſt, tho? not 1a the natural, 
yet in the gracrous and favourabie way, We know 
that ſuch as ſerve the Lord Chri.t, ſhall receive the 
reward of the inheritance from him: not becauſe 
they have meri ed it at the hand of God or th. re- 
deemer, in the bſolute unconditionate way, for ſo, 
no creature in he ven or earih can merit: Neither 
becau'e they have merited it according to ihe law 
and conſt.tution of nature, as Adam wonld.. by. his 

| perſevering 
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Free d obe lience in a ſtate of innocence : But Di. XII. 


b cauſe it becomes due to them a cording to the PA. IL 
gracious conſtitution of the goſpel, and in virtue of Ly 
the better covenant, in which our Lord mediates, . 
which is founded upon better promiſes than that of 
Moſes, andes a more excellent miniſtry than his. 
He that has purchaſed the church with hi; own 
blood, and aton'd his father's juſtice, is the ordain- 
ed worthy mediat t of that ſecon ! cove ant, which 
kindly rewards the fidelity of. ſuch as have been 
reconciled to God, with everlaſting mercies, an un- 
fading inheritance, and eterna] crown. et 
Txatss is this wide apparent and eſſential! diffe- 
tence betwe.n the covenant of the firſt and ſecond 
Adam, that the former was founded and conducted 
upon the principles of nature and ſtrict law, the at- 
ter upon he plan of grace and redeeming love. 
Therefore, | 
3dly. CartsT1an obedience flowing from faith 
and love is the condition of the new covenant, as it 
is what our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great head of the 
church, the mediator and prop under of this cove- 
nant, and to whom our obedience has a more imme- 
diate reſpect, has directly and expreſly required, 
and that as indiſpenſably neceſſary, where there is 
opportunity therefor, in order to our ſharing in thine 
redemption which hehas wro ght out,—in order to pygiivaly. 
our inheriting the bleſſings of his future kingdom, 
and eſcaping the diſgrace and puniſhment of the 
fothful and unfaithful ſervant, who ſhall be caſt 
int outer darkneſs, there ſhall be weeying and 
| Walling and gnaſhing of teeth. 
IT xis is fo agreeable to the whole ſpirit and ſtrain 
of the goſpel, that it would ſeem needleſs and ſa- 
Þ<:fHuous to enlarge in the proof or illuſtration of 
| | it. 
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Di. XII. it. Be thou faithful unto the death, is the Lord's 
PA II. meſſage, not only to the church of Smyrna, but 10 
WR all charches and mdividual chriftians,” and I will 
give you a crown of life. | . 
Tus reward promiſed in this covenant, is a 
crown of life, anſwering to the inheritance in our 
text, ſuperior to that of the firſt Adam, as a heavenly 
is better than an earthly paradiſe, and Chriſt to him 
that was the figure of him. The condition required 
ity this covenant, is not perfection of righteouſ- 
neſs and ſinleſs obedience,this the ſanQtified redeem- 
ed creature in this apoſtate ſtate, cannot yield; but 
fanhfulneſs to the death. And the faderates in this 
covenant are the Lord ſeſus Chriſt himſelf, and 
his people, whom he has redeemed and bro't nigh 
to God by his blood. | 58 
So our Lord in the days of his perſonal miniſtry 
on earth, gave forth the terms of his covenant, 
faying, © If any man come to me and hate not 
his father, mother, wife, children, brethren, ſiſters, 
yea and his own life alſo, he cannot be my diſci- 
ple. And whoſoever doth not bear his croſs, and 
come after me cannot be my diſciple. Luk. 14. 26, 
27. And every one that hath for ſaken houſes cr 


brethren, or ſiſters, or father or mother, or wife or 


children, or lands, for my names fake, ſhall receiyc 
an hundred fold, and ſhall inherit everlaſting life.“ 
Math. 19 29. Apreable to this are the beatitudes in 
the 5th of Mathew, And all thoſe texts that pro- 
nounce thoſe bleſſed that do God's will, that keep 
his commandments, and promiſe a reward to vell 
doing: and alſo that denounce threatnings anc 
curſes againſt the diſobedient, the impenitenr, the 
Nothful, the apoſtatizer, Cg. and which exclude the 
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ungodly; the impure, the unrighteous, the intem- Di. XII. 
perate from the kingdom of Chriſt and of God. PA. II. 
No man can pretend to ſay there is no perſonal LJ 


ſervice performed by the renewed ſanctifled chriſ- 
tian, aa dee there can be no reward due to 
it; and yet all is wrought in the believer and not 
by him, by the ſtrength of Chriſt, without any 
activity of his own : Becauſe if this were fo, there 
could be no religion or virtue in the world, no 
praiſe or reward, or any room for a covenant to 
take place with ſaints after regeneration, more than 
with ſinners before re pentance and peace with God. 
This would render all the exhortations, warnings, 
motives, promiſes, threatnings of the goſpel ſenſe- 
leſs and inſignificant. The new-covenant ſuppoſes 
new men, and ſuch renewed perſons are capable 
of new obedience, and good works, and e 
ing chat ſervice, by the help and grace of God, that 
the covenant requires, and whereby they become 
jatitled to its promiſes : its excecding rich and pre- 
cious promiſes. 

CEnxxklsrfAN obedience is the condition of the new 
covenant, as it is a neceſſary qualiſication for bap- 
pineſs and the heavenly glory : for without holi- 


neſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, according to the 


reaſom of the thing, and by the appointment and 
derree of heaven. 


Tao it be not the meritorious ground of the 
purchaſed heavenly poſſeſſion, according to nature 
and a proper covenant of works, yet it is the cauſe 


without which the ipheritance cannot be ours, ner 


can we have adanſſion into the new Jeruſalem, 
and enjoy the bleſſed God, and the ſociety of the 
Holy. There is no meetneſs in che unſanctified, 
for the heavenly glory and bleſſedneſs : and with- 
; | out 
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Di. XII. out. perſonal holineſs it is not poſſible that the en- 
PA. II. tertainments and company of the heavenly Canaan, 
ſhould be taſtful and agreable. As the blood of 
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Chriſt is neceſſary to the pardon. of our (ins, and 
juſtification in the ſight of God, to the renovation 
of our natures, the ſanctification of the ſpirit jg 
neceſſary, to our final acceptance and the be 
of immortaliy : for as Adam poſſeſs'd life and ho- 
nor, only in innocence and a ſtate of ſinleſs per- 
fection, and was ejected from the inheritance, and 
ſubmitted to death upon his defection. ſo without 
an actual reſtoration to holineſs and the divine image, 
no ſinner can be exempted from the curſe, and 
poſſeſs life eternal. 

Tue goſpel ſal vation has reſpe& to our holi- 
neſs and happineſs; and the ſcheme of redemption 
and divine grace by Jeſus Chriſt is ſo managed, that 
the mercy and goodneſs which is manifeſted and 
dilplay d therein, is directly calculated to lead ſin- 
ners to repentance, to reform the world, and cure 
our moral maladies, that being virtuous we might 
be. happy : for fin and death, virtue and happineſs 
are ſo neceſſarily connected together, by God and 
nature, that they never can be ſeparated It ſhall 
be well with the righteous, but woe unto the wick- 
ed for it ſhall be ill with him. This is the inva- 
riable language of reaſon and revelation. But 
without further inlargement, we conclude in a few 
words. And, 

1. We ſce the abſolute indiſpenſable neceſſiry 
of a virtuous and holy life; of chriſtian obedience, 
as well as chriſtian faith, and of perſonal as » ell as 
imputed righteouſneſs. Hol ineſs is eff tial to hap- 
pineſs as a qualification, and the very condition of 
our final acceptance and glory in Jeſus Chriſt. ac- 

| | cording 
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of Chriſtian Obedience. 


are not left at liberty, whether we ſhall perform 
them or not afterwards Nor is it a thing taken 
for granted and only ſuppoſed, as what will flow 
from faith and gratitude ; for as it is the tendency 
of theſ principles to produce obedience, fo it s 
formally and itritly enjoin'd, as that without which 
no man ſhall ſee God's f.ce, and receive the re- 
ward of the inheritance. | 

Love and gratitude for favors are indeed pow- 
erful principles of action, bu hope of recompenſe, 
as jt ſeems eſſential to human nature, ſo it is a 
huge and bappy ſtrengthening the former obligation, 
And accordingly the goſpel enjoins upon, and re- 
quires of chriſtians, that they run with patience 


and perſeverance the holy chriſtian race, in order 


to their obtaining the glorious prize. It is now ours 
(bleſſed be the God of all comfort) but rot unleſs 
we hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith without wa- 
yering, are unwearied in well doing. and ſtedfaſt, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, and that we may not faint or be diſcour- 
aged, but overcome by the blood of the lamb, and 
triumph in victory, thro' the ſtrength of the great 
captain of our ſalvation, we have a glorious afly- 
rance, that our labour ſhall not be in vain in the 
Lord. The reward of virtue is great and ſure— 
Jeſus the divine conqueror is already crowned and 
exalted, in whom we have righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength, and a pledge and aſſurance of our own 
promotion: for he that has waſhed us from our {:n3 
in his own blood will not fail to make us kings and 
prieſts unto God and his father. And he is the 
5 e forerunner 
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cording to the tenor of the new covenant and con- Di. XII. 
lit tion of the goſpel. Tho! we are jullified, in PA. II. 
the ſight of God, by faith without works, yet we oy 
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430 The gracious” Reward 


Dj. XII. forerunner that has entered for us, as our head, 
PA. II. within the vail. And as he has all power in hea- 
en and earth commited to him, fo he is the true 
and faithful witneſs, and living teſlator of the cove- 
nant, who hath ſealed and declared this glorious in- 
ſtrument, To him that overcometh, I bequeath 
the tree of life and the heavenly paradiſe and will 
make him a pillar in the temple of my God, and 
cauſe him to ſet with me in my throne, even as I 
alſo overcame, and am ſet down with my father in 
his throne. Fetiold I come quickly, ſays he, hold 
that faſt which thou baſt, that no man take thy 
crown. This holy bible is the divine patent and 
conveyance of the heavenly inheritance ; and it al- 
ſures us. that as the blood of Chriſt, which has ful- 
fil'd all righteouſneſs, is both the purchaſe and ſeal 
of the noble grant; fo that i him verily there is a 
reward for the tighteous, even the reward of this 
whcritance and glory. A OE 
2. WE may obſerve here the wiſdom of God in 
the conſtitution of the goſpel and ſceme of redemp- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt, ſecures and abundantly encou- 
rages the practice of virtue and righteouſneſs, at 
the ſame time that it provides for the ends of govern- 
ment, and the honor of the great lawęiver. The 
goſpel is truly a deſign and wiſe expedient to pro- 
more virtue and real religion; a doctrine according 
to godlineſs : Nor can it be repreſented otherwiſe, 
bur by ſuch as greatly miſtake or pervert it. A 
ſcheme of religion unfriendly to virtue cannot be 
true: yea in proportion to its practical excellence 
and tendency to make men good, is the evidence 
of its divinity. And ſuch muſt be greatly to blame 


indeed, as do in any meaſure ſet faith and virtue at 


variance with each other. 
3 THEREFOXE 


. "1 
— 4 
= l 3 * 1 ' — 
* 8 * * " _ So „5 * 
: N 4 1 A aa 4 
v9 r — * 8 N 
* 


of Chriſtian Oledience. 431 


l. 8 3. Tuxxtronxx let the renewed chriſtian be Di. XII. 

- i Exhorted to the faithfal performance of the obe! PA. II. 

E dience of the goſpel, and ſuch as have believed Cu 

= XX in Chriſt be careful to maintain good works; for 

i- XX they ace good and profitable to men. He that en- | 

h dureth to the end ſhall be ſaved : But if any man 1 
Il draw back my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him.” 0 
d We muſt endeavor to run and not be weary, walk 1 
I and not faint, and mount up with wings as eagles. | yh 
n And our glorying and rejoicing ſhould be this, 7 
d the teſtimony of our conſcience, that in ſimpli- 

y city and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, 

d but by the grace of God, we have had our conver- 

ſ. ſation in the world, and more abundantly to you 

[- wards.” | he good man has rejoicing in himſelF-: 

al yea, conſcious of his fidelity he rejoices with joy 

2 unſpeakable and full of glory. Knowing that 

18 of the Lord ye ſhall receive the reward of the 

| 1nheritance ; fr ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt.” 
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Ihe Saint's Perſeverance argued from 
the Aſſurance we have of their 


final Salvation. 1 
5 : 
= el 
| tt 
who's | s = 
ROM. V. 10. = 
= 
. . . . © | 5 Ii 
For if when we were Enemies, we were j; 
reconciled to God by the Death of | »w 
his Son : much more being reconciled, 3 
we ſhall be ſaved by his Life. ti. 
| un 
D.XxIII. HERE is ſcarcely any thing in the whole FF nc 
PA. I. compaſs of d vinity that is leſs capable of fr 
„ 6 5 and full ſolution, than that queſtion 1 in 
which relates to what has been uſually called ret no 
will and grace : or the influence and decree of wi 
heaven, conſidered in concurrence with human 1 ch 

agency and endeavors, in the great work and bu- 
ſineſs of religion. we 
Tuar men, indeed, are poſſeſſed of liberiy, ud re 
Liberty act freely, cannot be denied, without giving vp thi! 1 ur 
and neceſ- religion which is the thing in diſpute :—For what 1 
ity. b.comes of virtue and vice, praiſe and blame, if an 
men are only paſſive in all things, and driven on #3 G. 


by an irreſiſtible fatal neceſſity, in what we c m. 
monly ſay they do ;—tho? it is certain they ste 
| | pot 


\ 
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hot agents unleſs they are free: Or how does it D. XIII. 
tonſilt with God's juſtice to puniſh, what we impro- PA. I. 
perly call wickedneſs, if thoſe that are ſtiled ſinners, —=—— 


do not act voluntarily and of choice? A natural and 
moral neceſſity, it is true are very different things, 
and the idea of them ought always to be kept diſtinct 
and ſeperate in our minds: The former has re- 
lation to meer matter, and is confeſſedly inconſiſt- 
ent with choice and proper agency: The latter, al- 


though we take the liberty to call it neceſſity, yet 
is quite another thing, and in no wiſe interferes 
with the higheſt degree of free election, in reaſon- 


able moral beings, who are the only ſubjects of 


liberty. When we ſpcak of moral neceſſity and 
liberty, or ſay we can. or cannot do his or that, 
we do not mean to delare what our natural power 
is in reference to ſuch particular things, but 
what our wil and pleaſure is: We cannot do 
it, not becauſe we are unable, but becauſe we are 
unwilling, or do not chooſe to do it: — This moral 
neceſſity implies in the very notion of it, a neceſſary 
freedom. When we fay we cannot help a thing, 
in the moral view of it, it intends only we will 
not : It is not want of power hinders, but want of 
will and inclination (i. e.) we act freely and of 
choice, not out of any neceſſity of nature. 

IT muſt be allowed alſo on the other hand, if 
ve attend to the holy ſcriptures or the voice of 
reaſon and experience, that future actions and con- 
tingencies come within the reach of omniſcience :— 
That mankind are the ſubje&s of a divine influence 
and grace: That there is a co-operation between 
God and the creature, and that as we are workers 
together wich God, ſo it is God that works in us to 
will and to do of his own good pleaſure. 


= of Tuz 


434 The Saints Perſeverance 
D. XIII. Tax great difficulty is to underſtand the modys 
. I of the thing, or how, and in what manner this co- 


efficiency takes place, fo that the decree of heaven, 
| and liberty of man, the divine influence and our 
own tree choice. ſhall appear, clearly and indiſpu- 
ia bly. to conſiſt together. But if this exceed our 
limited conception of things, yet it is to be remem- 
bered, that it is a thing not abſolutely neceſſary 
for us to comprehend. There are many things, 
important in their own nature, that are to us inex- 
plicable and attended with inſuperable difficulties 
in ſpeculation, which are nevertheleſs undeniably 
true in fact and daily exp: rience. And the know- 


d. Dr. 
. IA y be, 
wn up- 
1 tiberty, 
mon 
am. 1. and peculiar modes of exiſtence, muſt content us 
22. p. and is ſufficient for us, in many caſes that occur, 
"9+ both in divinity and philoſophy. 

Bur another queſtion akin to this might be con- 
ſidered in a double view, — in reference to the re- 
newed and ſanct fied, and to them that are yet in 
their ſins. In regard of the latter, the impentitent 
and unconverted, it may be queried, whether any 
of their religious endeavors, in ſuch a ſlate, come 
with'n the reach of a divine promiſe: Or whether 
God has laid himſelf under obligation, by virtue 
of expreſs promile, to hear the prayers, and crown 
ob- wich ſucceſs thepretended cflorts of ſuch as are habi- 
t tually ungodly and go on in a courle of vice and 
diſobedience? J his queſlion, it ſeems, may te 
ſafely anſwered in the negative :— Becauſe God 
heareth not habitual ſinners, their! prayers and ſa- 
crifices are an abomination to him” ; though we 
know, at the fame time, that God is ſometimes 
found of them that feek him not, and daily confers 


— 7 — 


bleſſings, with a liberal hand, upon the inſincere and 


impenitent. 


ledge of facts, without deſcending to their cauſes 


and final Salvation. 435 
= impenitent. But with regard to any explicit pro- D. XIII. | 
mile of being heard and accepted, we find it made PA. I. 
only to ſuch as ſeek God early, that call upon — 
him in truth. that ive as well as ſeek, and 
ſearch after him with all their hearts, and the like. 
But with regard to the habitually wicked and im- 
penitent, they are enemies to God by wicked works, 
alienated, unreconciled, not in Chriſt Jeſus or pol- 
leſſed of that faith, without which it is impaſſible 
to pleaſe him. But yet to ſay that there is no /ort 
of conreZion. between the partial, faint endeavors 
of the unſanctiſied, and their obtaining grace and 
ſalvation, ſeems contrary to reaſon and experience: 
For certainly every advance towards God and du: y, 
every degree of reformation, in them. that are yet 
held in the cords of their ſins, has ſome connection 
wich a further improvement and proficiency, how- 
ever it may not end in a thorough amepdment, or 
infallidly ſecure that divine help and affiltance, 
whereby the ſinner ſhall eſfectually return to God. 
As one vice prepares the way for another, ſo does 
one degree of reformation for another; and we may 
depend upon it the divine providence is inclined to 
favor and encourage every good purpoſe and ſtep 
towards vrive. | | 
| Urox the whole, religion and righteouſneſs is 

à matter of ſuch importance, and the favor of hea- 

ven ſo intereſting a thing to unhappy ſinners, periſh- 

ing under condemnationn, that no ſeeking the king- 

dom of God, or endeavering to enter in at the 

{traight gate, is worthy the name, that cannot be 

call-d a doing of ic in the firſt place, a ſtriving and 

exonizing, a leeking with the whole heart, and with 
all diligence ; But do not theſe things, ſuppoſe 
2 tcep ſenſe of the evil of fin, a thorovgh convidi- 
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D. XIII. on of our miſcrable ſtate, and a hopeful view of 7 - | 

PA. |. the gracious remedy provided? And what is al! 

tis but the beginning, at leaſt of faith and repen. W 
tance ? And therefore we find that ſuch perſons 77 t 
as theſe, are invited to come to Chriſt, with the © t 
promi ſe of reſt, and deliverance from their burden: 1 E © 
7 bus, if we apply ourſelves to the great phyſician, f, 
ſenſible of our need of him, and return to God h 
with the awakened Prodigal, we ſhall obtain heal. tl 
ing, and acceptance ——-If in this way, we ſeek, 2 4 
aſk, knock, we have the aſſured promiſe of finding. P 
receiving, and having the door of mercy opened tf 
to us. And truly, does it not appear ſoon enouß es 
for the (inner to be able to lay hold of a certam FI 
gracious promiſe, when he is brought to this remper 27 » G 
and ſituation ? And yet he is not left without gret n 
encouragement, before he may be ſuppoſed to be © 
arrived at ibis. Is it not ſufficient, I ſay, fo 25 
every ſinner to view himſelf as the ſubje& of a 4 aff 
direct promiſe, conſidered under the aforementioned ME 
character and circumſtances ? Then the divine pro- 7 
miſe will refreſh, comfort and ſtimulate him, and ed 
he is prepared to welcome it, but not before, as 
* The whole need not the phyſician, but they cht * 


are ſick.” 
Bur whence it is, that one is thus awakened, 
1 and brought to cry with the contrite 
2 ublican, © God be mereiful to me a ſinner,“ 
while another reſembles the unbroken -Phariſee, 
and continues ſtupid and impenitent ; and how fat 
torth theſe things are aſcribable to the ſinner's ow! | 
well-meant endeavors, and the uſe of common 
means, and how far to the ſovereign grace and 
mercy of God, who hath mercy on whom he wil 
have mercy, & whom he will he hardneth,is 2 
| Deſ1de 


4 : Perſeverance of the gaints. © 437 
| beſide our preſent purpoſe, and which we may not D. XIII. 


now enter into the merits of. This however is EA. I. 
certain, that God is always before-hand of us, in 
the exerciſe of his grace and providence.—Ir is 


true of others, as well as of the Gentiles, in refer- Iſai. 65.2, 
. ence to their call by the goſpel, that God “ is 
\ i found of them that ſought him not:“ And when 
0 5 he is ſought of any that aſked not for him before, 
1. | they are quickened and excited thereto by his word 
„and ſpirit, or the awakening adminiſtrations of his 
„ providence. Every true penitent will acknowledge 
8 the gracious hand of heaven, in putting him, in 
1 earneſt, upon ſeeking the kingdom of God and his 
MM righteouſneſs. But notwithſtanding the grace of 


5 God be the firſt mover, yet much may depend up- 


3 on the ſinner's own ingenuous and ſeaſonable ex- 
8 ee ertiens. It is in the power of men to check as well 
7 as cheriſh the influences of grace: And God has 
7 f aſſured 2 « his Spir.t ſhall not always ſtrive with 
men.“ 
ned | Bur with regard to the true believer, the renew- 
If ed and reconciled to God, there is no diſpute whe- 
3 ther the gracious promiſes belong to them, relative 
* both to grace here and glory hereafter. For they 
are the children and heirs of God, are tranſlated 
ed into the kingdom of his dear ſon, are the ſubjects 
ie bof the new-covenant, and therefore have abun- 


i x E e 3 | | dant 


ſee, The late good and learned Dr. Wiggleſworth, has lately 
Son dold us, „ That far the greater part of thoſe who attain 


fat dhe mercy of God unto eternai life, may have been choſen 
OWN dio it, upon a foreſight not of their faith and repentance, 
mon but of their diligent improvement of the means of grace, 
ad I and earneſt prayer for the aids of God's holy Spirit. And 
F ö ſo notwithſtanding any thing in the decrees of God, there 
W! may be a certain connection between ſtriving to enter in at 
int ” the firait gate, and admiſſion inte it, &c" 
'$ Concluſion of his Doctrine of Reprobation. 
. | 
0 


3 
Ty 


The findl Salvation, and 


D. XIII. dant and happy aſſurance of the gracious aſſiſtance, 
PA. I. and cominued protection of their kind redeemer, 
the mighty captain of their ſalvation, and that con- 


ſequently they ſhall overcome in the cauſe of 
righteouſneſs, and be enabled finally to perſevere 
in ways of well doing, and that he who has begun 
a good work in them, will carry it on unto the day 
ot Chriſt. For if when we were enemies, we 


were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; 


much more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved 
by his life.” And the foregoing verſe is much to 


the ſame eſſect. Much more being now juſtified 
by his blood, we ſhal] be ſaved from wrath through 


Him? 1h 11 

Wurcn words are thus paraphraſed by the late 
excellent Dr. Doddridge, Since therefore it hath 
pleaſed the bleſſed God, to give us ſuch an unexam- 
pled difplay- of his love, as this ( viz. the giving 
his ſon to die for us when we were ſinners, with- 


out ſtrength, and enemies to him) how high mey 


our expectations riſe, and how chearfully may we 
conclude, that much more being now juſtified by 
the eficacy of his moſt precious blood, we ſhall be 
ſaved from wrath through him! For we can never 
imagine that God 'would provide at fo expenſive 2 
rate for our juſtification, and then finally leave us 
under wrath ; though we have a-quieſced in the 
ſcheme of his grace for our deliverance, For it, 
as I have already mentioned, when we were ,ene- | 
mies, through the perverſeneſs of our minds, and 


the rebellion of our lives, we were reconciled to 


God by the death of his own dear ſon, and if fore- | 
ſeeing that we ſhould fall into this ſtate of hoſſility, 


be made this wonderful proviſion for our being 
«<mitred to terms of peace; how much more being 


thus 


9. 
= f 
* 


and made compleatly happy, by 
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4 : thus reconciled, ſhall we be faved from miſery, D XIII. 


his recovered life, P.\. . 


4 how he is riſen from the dead and afcended to — 


7 


f. glory.“ * 


Tux great ſalvation and amazing grace of the 


= goſpel, among other things, confiſts of theſe two 


eminent parts, namely parilon, reconciliation and 
acceptance with God here in this worl4, and eter- 
nal glory hercatter in the next. The believer and 
good man is nato happy in peace with God, and deli- 
verance from all condemnation : But he will be 
tompleatly lo in the day of God and final recom- 
penſe, when he (hall be made an actual partaker of 
that ſalvation that is in Chriſt Jeſus with eternal 
glory. It doth not yer fully appear what we ſhall 

But behold new true chriſtians are the ſons 
and he.rs of God! Such love has God the 
1 beſtowed upon us! And can it be that that 

neficent being ſhould withold any good thing 
from us, who has not ſpared but delivered up his 
dnly begotten ſon for us all? 7 


IT is the conſtant doctrine of the golpel, that 


the final poſſeſſion of eternal life and the inheri- 
tance in light depends upon, and ſtands connected 
With, the ſaint's continuing and being unwearied in 


ays of well doing, holding faſt the profeſſion of 


a is faith, and perlevering in a ſtedfaſt courſe of 


| IF obedience 


Agreable to the foregoing view of mankiad, that method 
Which many good preachers go into of addreſſing perſons 


das der the ſeveral characters of ſaints and finners finctifi- 


ed and unſanct fied, appears natural and beneficia! ; nor 
£15 it eaſy to conceive how the goſpel can be fo well 


'Preiched in a general way, without keeping up that 


diſtinction which the goſpel makes itſelf and which it 
4 makes of ſuch importance: The ;uftized tand condemu- 
ed are perſons of very © fferent claſſes and conditions, 


1» and therefore quite Cif-:ent treatment and addreſs, 


* F on N 
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e frial Salvation, Yu 


| P. xIII checkenee and feithfulgeſs t the death — There 
PA. I. is nothing plainer in the holy ſcriptures, than that this 
s the invariable condition of nh; 


eriting the promi- 
ſes, and without which we ſhall no more, have ad- 
miſſion into the kingdom and city of God, than 
without holineſs and regeneration, and a beirg 
waſhed from our fins, in our fuſt repentance. 
IE preſent queſtion is, wh=ther the faints 
ſhall certainly and infallibly perſevere to the end, 
and not finally fall from their good beginnings and 
forfeir that eternal crown, after having been veſled 
in a title to it, in their jaſtification, and reconcilia- 
tion to God, And ihat they ſhall thus perſevere 
in righteouſneſs, and ove: come by the blood of the 
lamb, is juſt as certain, as that they who are now 
juſtified by the blood of Chriſt, and reconciled to 
God the father by the death cf his ſon, ſhall be 
ſaved by his life from the wrath to come. But 
of this, che apoſtle ſays, there is a much preater 
proſpe& and probability, than there was of their 
Fe pardon and the favor of the offended deity, 
ut ſeeing they are already poſſeſſed of this molt 
aſloniſhing grace, and are brought nigh to God 
the father, by the blood of his ſon, that which is 
flill much more likely may aſſuredly be deperded 
upon, even that theſe ſons and daughters of God, 
ſhall be finally brought to glory by the life and 
powerful reign of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 
1 nave therefore choſen theſe words for the 
foundation of the following difcourſe, in which we 
find the ſtrongeſt implication of the ſaints perſe- 
verance, in the aſſurance they give us of their glo- 
r1ification.and final 1a!vation from wrath. 
THz doftrine obſervable from the text is this, 
That there is a much greater l;kelihood of rhe final 
* | 2 52 1 fſalvation, 
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e 7 falvation, and ſo the perſeverance of the ſaints, by D. XIII. 


» | 7 the power and grace of Jeſus the mediator of the PA. I. 
1 * new covenant, now that they are become juſtied - 
* in the ſight of God, than there was, being yet ſin- 


ners and enemies, of their becoming thus reconci- 


n 
7 | led, through faith in the redeemer's blood. 
| In ſpeaking to which I ſhall endeavor, 
D I. To obſerve ſomething concerning the diſtin. 
X 1 ion the apoſtle makes between reconciliation 
| 2 and ſalvation. 8 | 
d II. Coxs1Deg briefly the blood and death of 
. A Chriſt, as the ground and reaſon of this recon- 
: 2 ciliation and peace. And, & 
e III. ILLusTRATE and confirm the ary of 
y [= doctrine here aſſerted, viz. That the final ſal- 
o vation, and perſeverence of the /aint, in order 
: 8 to it, is much more probable than was the re- 
1 conciliation of the inner 
11 I. Ws are to obſerve ſomething concerning the 
N diſtinction ihe apoſtle makes between reconciliation 
„ and ſalvation. : 
t I ALTHovGH the words reconciliation and ſalva- 
1 | * tion are often variouſly uſed, and in a larger or 
more limited fignification, and ſometimes involve 
11 and include each other; yet there is a manifeſt 
i > and general diſtinction obſervable between them in 
> _ the goſpel; and the text is a ſpecial and remarka- 
= ble inſtanceof it. Reconciliation as including juſti- 
e | fication, is the ſinner's preſent pardon, acceptance 
e and peace with God the father, through the blood 
and obedience of the ſon : Salvation, as diſtinguiſn- 
d therefrom, is the ſaint's final redemption from 
; wrath, and glorification in heaven, through the 
„ powerful adminiſtration of the ſame riſen and ex- 
i F* -— alted Savior, | 2 
„ = F £5 AND 
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D. XIII. Au y it is neceſſary 
PA. I. ion, becauſe the 


to take notice of this diſtin&- 
apoltle's argument, in the text, is 


built upon it. For if, when we were enemies, 


Reconci- 
hation & 
falvation 
diſtin- 


we were reconciled to God by the death of his ſon: 
Much more being reconciled we ſhall be ſaved by 
his life.” If there was no difference between a 
man's being reconciled to God, by Chriſt's death, 
conſidered as a finner and enemy, and his being ſa- 
ved by Chriſt's life, confidered as a faint, there 
would be no ground for that compariſon rhe apoſtle 
makes between the probability of the one and of 
the other: And his reaſoning would ſeem imperti- 
nent. But it is not to be ſuppoſed that the apoſtle 
makes a diſtinction where there is no difference. 
_ IT may not be amiſs therefore to point out 
brie fly. ſome of the main characters of this diſtinct- 
ion, in reference to time, perſons and other cir- 
cumſtances. 

1. Tux v are diſtinguiſhable in point of time. 
Reconciliation and juſtification are ſpoken of as 
in the preſent and preter tenſe, ſalvation in the 


guiſhed. Future. Such as were enemies are now reconci- 


Rom. 8. 
1. 


led: Such as were guilty and under condemna- 
tion, are now jultified by the blood of Chriſt. 
By this blood, they that were afar off, are made 
nigh; the unholy are ſanctified, the accurſed are 
made bleſſed. There is therefore zow no con- 
demnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who 
walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit.” 
And we find the apoſtle, when inſtructing the 


Corinthians, that thieves, covetous, drunkards, 


revilers, extortioners ſhall not inherit the king- 


dom of God, ſays, And ſuch were ſome of you, 


but ye are. waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye 
are juſtified, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
WR and 
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i. e. the lite ot .Chriſt, having been firſt, thus 
reconciled to God the father by his death. And 
in the verſe before the text, he ſays, being now 
juſtified by his blood we ſhall be ſaved from wrath 
through him.” The future ſalvation is yet to be 
revealed, There is a great good treaſured up in the 
divine promiſe which the taint now waits for, and 


ſces by an eye of faith, though being inviſible, 


the carnal eye hath not ſeen it, nor indeed hath 
it fully entered into the human heart to conceive 
of it. For though God the father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrilt, according to his abundant mercy, 
hath begotten chriſtians to a hope of life, hy the 
reſurrection of our Lord from the dead, to an 
inheritance incorruptible,. undefiled and that 
fades not away, yet, it is reſer ved in heaven for 
them, and lies beyond the Jordan of death and 
the grave, in the cœleſtial canaan :—For thoſe 
it is reſerved, whoare kept by the power of God, 


through faith, unto this ſalvation, to be revealed 


in the la time. . of $4 
2. Taxsz things differ in regard of the means 
by which they are effected and brought about. 
Reconciliation and juſtification in the fight of 
God are directly aſcribed to the death of Chriſt, 
ſalvation to his fe. One is eſpecially the fruit of 
his blood and paſſion, the other of his exaltation 
and powerful - reign, at the right hand of God. 
In order to our pardon and peace with God, the 
Lord Jeſus made himlelf a victim to juſtice and 
poured out his ſoul unto death, agreable to his 
flernal compact with the father: — And being 
; now 


and by the ſpirit of our God.“ But in regard of D. XIII. 
 falvation, in the ſenſe the apoſtle here under - PA. I. 
ſtands it, he ſays, we fall be ſaved by his life,. 


— 


* 
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D. XIII. now juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, the. 
PA. I. through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But this is no) perſc 


Co all that he has done for us, or that the caſe re. gard 
quired he ſhould do, in order to our final and atio 
compleat falvation. For we need not only a wor 
propitiation for our ſins, but an interceſſor and ve 
advocate with the father. We need not only ener 
peace with God, whoſe diſpleaſure we have in- is m 
curred, but a conſtant guardian and pioteftor ; | ſtitu 
Not only to be reſtored by repentance, and reco- | app 
vered to righteouſneſs, but to have grace and and 
ſtrength communicated to us whereby we may] ving 
hold out and perſevere in ways of well doing :— | crof 
To be delivered from this preſent evil world, 1 The 
and aFually ſaved from wrath, and thoſe ftorms I tot 
of divine vengeance that are coming upon the | bel 
ungodly, as well as to be juſtified in the ſight of FF ſove 
God, and made heirs according to the hope of | oft 
eternal life. Great are the bleſſings believers | con 
receive, more directly from the death of Chriſt, = Ch 
but theſe are not all; there are ſtil] rich and glo- the 
rious ones they look for, from his life and admi- I dot 
niſtration :—He guards and defends us againſt in 
the powers of darkneſs, as well as bleeds and tan 
dies for us :—And moreover is gone to prepare a | du 


place of eternal reſidence for us, among the | 
manſions in his father's houſe, as well as pre- 
bares and makes us meet for that bleſſed place. 
e is the reſurrection and the life, as well as the 
ranſom of our ſouls, and will faſhion theſe frail 
bodies like unto his glorious body, and fit them 
for that cœleſtial kingdom into which this fleſh 
and blood cannot enter. | 
3. RECONCILIATION and ſalvation may be 
diſtinguiſhed, by their immediate reference, * 
cans the 
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' the economy of redemption, to different divine D. XIII. 
= perſons in the ſacred trinity, Juſtification in re- PA. I. 
= gard of the preſent time, has a more eſpecial re 

lation to God the father, who is reconciling the 


world unto himſelf by JeſusChriſt ; and to whom 
we are ſaid in the text, to be reconciled, while 
enemies, by the death of his fon. But ſalvation 
is more directly aſcribed to the ſon, who is con- 
ſtituted head over all things to the church, the 
appointed, ordained judge of quick and dead, 
and the great captain of ſaluation, who after ha- 
ving made peace for them by the blood of his 
crois, brings many ſons and daughters, to glory. 
The believing repenting ſinner, 1s now admitted 
to the favor of the offended deity, and as a re- 
bel receives a grant of pardon from his injured 
ſovereign ; nevertheleſs the important concern 
of the final ſalvation of this reconciled ſinner, is 
committed into the hands of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, whoſe is the adminiſtration of providence, 
the management of the grand affairs of the king- 
dom of grace, who does according to his pleaſure 
in the army of heaven, and among the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, and will reign till he has ſub- 
dued all enemies under his feer. | 
4. PRESENT juſtification in the ſight of God 
the father, is diſtinguiſhable from final ſalvation, 
at the hands of Jeſus the mediator, in regard of 
the ſubject of thele ſeveral bleſſings and favors, 
or rather in regard of the different views under 
which he is conſidered. The ſubject of the for- 
mer, is the guilty, ungodly ſinner : The ſubject 
of the latter, is the reconciled ſaint. Juſtification 
is mainly converſant about the recovery of a ſin- 
ner to righteouſnels, the re- eſtabliſnment wel : 
| .rebe 
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xi rebel in his prince?s favor, the reconciling of ene 


PA I. mies and the like: Salvation is more eſpeci- 
= ally concerned in the further grant of favors and 
indulgencies to them that are already friends and 
ſubjects of the divine complacency, conſiſting in 
their Ueliverance from preſſing and impending 
evils, and the beſtowment of bleſſings, great anc 
laſting, as glory, honor, immortality. In bis 
juſtification the „inner is brought home to God. 
and made the object of his love, is tfanſlated out 
of ſatan's kingdom, into the kingdom of Chriſt, 
and made a child and heir of God :—In his ſal- 
vation the ſaint is defended, protected and made 
victorious over all his enemies, is afually admit- 
ted into heaven, and becomes a citizen of the 
new Jeruſalem :=1s ſaved from unquenchable 
flames, caught up to be forever with the Lord, 
and placed beyond all future danger, fin and 
lorrow. And the finner's preſent juitification 
and adoption is in order to his being glorificd. 
in the poſſeſſion of immortality hereatter, which 
is compleat falvation : Juſtification and peace 
with God, begins, and lays the happy foundation, 
ſalvation rears up the future ſuperſtructure anc 
conſummates the glorious building. 1 .. 

Laſtly, TRHRSE two things are diſtinguiſhable 
in reſpect of the way and method, according to 
which, the ſeveral favors implied in them, are 
confered. In one caſe it is by faith alone, with- 
out works: In the other works come under an 
important © conſideration, in conjunction with 
faith, and are the perfection of it. For ſpeaking 
of juſtification and reconcihation, as figniiying 
the guilty ſinner's reception to divine favor, at 
preſent, St. Paul fays, © therefore we K 
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© that a man is juſtified by faith without the deeds D. XIII. 
of the law.“ But of ſalvation or continued uſti- PA. I. 
XX fication and acceptance in the day of Chriſt, St. 
James ſays, ** what doth it profit, my brethren, 
though a man ſay he hath faith, and have not 
X works ?“ Can faith /ave him ? And concludes, 
dye lee then how that by works a man is juſti- 
© fied, and not by faith only.” The condemned 
© ſinner, before ungodly and deſtitute of good 
works, upon his faith and repentance, is juſtified 
and reconciled to God through the imputation 
of righteouſneſs without works: But it would 
be impious and falſe, and contradictious, to ſay 
that the ſaint is finally ſaved without perſonal and 
perſevering righteouſneſs. The obedience o 
faith and of the goſpel is the expreſs and indiſ- 
penſable requirement of the new-covenant, in 
order to a participation of that glory that is to 
be revealed: But in the ſinner's preſent intro- 
= duction to the divine favor and a title to life, it 
cannot be that his own virtue ſhould have any, 
# hand—*not of works leſt any man ſhould boaſt.” 
The works of the impenitent are works of un- 
Z righteouſneſs : Neither can a corrupt tree bring, 
forth good fruit, or the ſinner recommend him- 
ſelf to the favor of heaven, by that vicious tem- 
per and behavior, that has rendered him odious 
and accurſed. Repentance is indeed the condi- 
tion, but the blood of Chriſt is the alone merito- 
rious ground of the ſinner's pardon and accept- 
ance. And in this reſpect the bleſſings of the 
goſpel are alike free to all, and the greateſt ſin- 
ner has as good a claim to pardon and accept- 
ance as the leaſt, for all have ſinned and come 
ſhort of the glory of God, and have all, the ſame 
overtures 
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Siu Soiwationont: 


NA., 1 tance and ſubjection to Gd in Je 


10. all -juſtiged, Whether more or leſs guilty, 


Blood of 


whether Jews ot Gentiles, freely of the grace of 
God through the redemption that is in Chriſt 


Jeſus, * - ” oy otide " 


II. Ware briefly to conſider, the Blend and 
death of Chriſt, as the ground and reaſon of this 
reconcilhiation and juſtification of the ſinner in the 
light of - God,—< We were reconciled to God, 
fays our text, by the death of his ſon:“ And in 
the preceeding verſe, being now juſtified by 


Chriſt che his Hood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath through 
ground of him.“ | 5 1 4 


reconcili- 


ation. 


chis moral and mediatorial character. Blood in 


Tur fame ſentiment with this in the text, runs 
through the whole goſpel. So we read that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt has given himſelf for us an 
offering and a ſacrifice tod od of a ſweet ſmelling 
ſavor: That he has been wounded for our tran- 
greſſions ! That he has made reconciliation for 
iniquity—— Gave himſelf a ranſom for all 
Laid down his life for the ſhecp— been made a 
{curſe for us, and that God the father of all 
Who is reconciling the world unto himſelf, has 
made him to be fin for us, who knew no fin, 
-that-we might be made the righteouſneſs of God 
Bor the blood of Chriſt, it is to be remem- 


bered, by which we are reconciled and redeemed - 


to God; is to be conſidered in connection with 


itſelf 


* « And though. ſalvation. in many places of ſcripture is 

put for _ju/fiification, becauſe juſtification is ſalvation be- 
gun, yet when they are more accurately diſtinguiſhed, 
* the one is attributed to faith, the other to Works, or i9 
faith and works together,” 


Dr. Watts, his orchodoxy and charity, page 50. 
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> Klfhas no oleanſing or ato ing vntue and efficacy, D. III. 
d more than water or any thing elſe, only es it PA. I. 
is the blood of a tighteous perſon, a paper lub - L 
XD Kine, appointed and «llowed af God. The fir 


© | 
FT | 


a ſinner would be itfelf pahallowed, 
even tho? he ſuffered. volyn.grily in the roο s ũ of © © 
another. But the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great ſa- 7D 
crifice for the (ins of the world, is not only a vo- 

lanteer in this ardu us felf-denying fervige;- bm is 
= divinely holy and abſolutely Nee from eyery ſtain 

= of vice, and is appointed to, and a;cepted of Gd 

= the father in his vicatious and moſt benevolent 

= office. For God hath ; ſet him forth as a prqpiti- 
ation, thro' faith in his blood, to declare bis righ- 


4 teouſneſs for che remiſſion of ſins.“ 
Ir J IT natural law zuslifies the riohleaus, but 
| = n:thig but the excceding rich grace of the goſpel 


dean abſvlveand:fave the guilry rebel. And even 
= this © grace reigns thro? righteouſneſs, unto eternal 
ite by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” For ,altho* God 
" FT is infiditely kind and good, and full of compaſſi n 
and gracious, as is abundantly evident from the 

= viſpenſations of his common providence, but moſt 
= of all from that landing miracle.of mercy. the 
redemption of the world, and delivering up Jus 
own fon'for us all: Vet he is d as well as graci- 
ous, and his rectoral character and government re- 
quires, that his grace ſhould be diſpenſed in a way 
of righteouſneſs, honorary to the law and lawgiver. 
and ſubſervient to the ends of moral virtue and 
practical holineſs. And-this is in fact the caſe. . So 
& weread in the v. following the text, that the con- 
„ fſequence of this atonement and reconciliation by 
,, ow Chriſt, is the ſaint's jay in God. as bis portion, 
ather and happineſs; nor in the world which, paſſes 

4 Fi away 


vo 
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At away and the luſts of it, like the men of the world 7 
who have their portion in this life. Likewiſe St. 
Peter obſerves that one end of Ch iſt's bearing our 

fins in his own body on the tree, was, that we being 
g Pet 2. dead to fin ſhould live unto righteouſneſs :. for by 
24 his ſtripes we are healed. But not to enlarge h. re. 


* 
* 
— 


D XIII. III. E now proceed to illuſtrate and con- 
PA. II. firm the po nt of doctrine aſſerted inn 
WW the text, viz. That the final ſalvation, and fo the 
perſeveran e of he faint is much more probable [RX 
than was the reconcil a ion of the ſinner. i xprel- [7 
ſed in theſe words, much more then b ing now | 
Jultified by his blood, we ſhall be f-ved from 
wrath thro' him For if when we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God by th: death of his 
Son, much more being reconciled, we ſhal. be 

ved by his life.“ | 
K ECONCILIATION, We have obſerved, is the re- 
efabliſhment of a ſinner and rebel in a fate of 
peace and favor with heaven, Salvation - ref; cc 
the deliverance of the rightcous from that amazing 
wrath of God, that is coming upon t::is ungodly 
worl}, in which ſaints and ſinners common y live 
together without any certain mark of diſtinction; 
together with their advancement to glory and a 
kin dom in the heavens, And if we turn our 
thoughts a little to this future wrath of God, from 
which we are ſaid to be ſaved by Chr it's life, be- 
fore we proceed directly to the conſideration of the 
oint propoſed ; we ſhall find it to be great, dread- 
Fal ang eternal in the nature of it, and attended 
with circumſtances peculiarly aggravating and dil- 
treſſing. e 
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the final perdition of the ungodly, or to what” may 
it be compared? Let us call to mind the deſtruction 
and general ſudden overthrow of Sodom and Go- 


morrah, and the cities of the plain of Jordan, by 


| Pei ſcverante of the. Saints, 


inundations, and amazing earthquakes. But this 
future wrath of God is greater than any of theſe 


- 


otherwiſe than very terrible in itſelf, and there is 


often ſomething very ſhocking in the manner of it. 
The ruin of a ſingle ſinner is attended with hor- 


preſent tokens and expreſſions of his indignation, ” 7 
His wrath will be both really and comparatively 
great. Deſtruction from the almighty can't ba 


— 


Wi may form ſome imperfect ides of ir by con- D. XIII. 
ſidering the cataſtrophes and miſeries the judgments PA. II. 
and calamities, that have befa len mankind in the N 
ſeveral ages of the world, the deſtruction of cities, 
countries and kingdoms, by the devouring ſword, 
the noiſome peſtilenee, the waſting famine, raging 


* 


— 


What that 


wrath is 


ror, but when great multitudes periſh, with parti- from 


cular marks of vengeance, it is a circumſtance that v ich 


prodigiouſly increaſes and heightens the awfulneſs 
f the diſpenſation. But to what ſhall we liken 


= 


thunder and lightning and eart! quake! See their 
ſmoke aſcending up to heaven! hear their lamen- 


Chriſt 


ſaves us by 


table ouicries! and conſider the eternal effects of 


that fiery vengeance, in the waſte and utter deſola- 


tion of that fine and fertile country even te this 
day! Again think of the general deluge, that com- 
mon deſtruction of the whole ſpecies of ungodly 
men, even the whole human race, eight perſons 
only excepted. What uaiverſal diſtreſs was here! 
What inevitable ruin! In vain they cry to the rocks 


for ſhelter, or climb the higheſt mountains: — The 
gradually increaſing waters ſweep them all away, 
and there is no remnant or eſcaping. What. terri- 


F Ff 2 ble 


his life. 
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1 Ges ls A Ne, 259 lied arg 
Ait. ble undd ating inNtances. of A hine rh bus the 
EN. II. acki, buriiing and Linking of, ſamo: chies Abd 
WYW aces exhibited Bun nane-.perhaps.ifo nearly re- 
dies the end of the. world and'deſolwign of 
ull things, as the deſtruction of. Jeruſalem, and the 

ſingular cala mities that ol that hardened,--profit- 

gate and abandoned people, For when our Lord 

Would give his diſe. 44 che of. the laſt 4 he 

- .» », does it under the type of Jeruſal em, and blende 
Math 24. dem into a ſort together in bis deſcription. „ Tbch 
21—29. ball be great tribulation, ſuch as, was, Hot. fines 
the beginning of the world, unto this day, 70: ner 

1 ever Hall be. Immediatety after the 4ribula- 
Ga tion of thoſe days, ſhall the ſur be darkved,. and 
the moon ſhall not give her lights and the ſtars 

' ſhall fall from heaven, and the Powers of. = tg 

vens ſhall be Chaken. - And then fhall the 

ſign of the ſon of man in-heaven : and t gl 

all the tribes of the earth mourn, and hey, Il 

ſee the ſon of 55 coming e clonds of · hoa · 

wers, with power great 50 ol de 

OU Told, upon another N ſ Nen r 

Mark. 9. the fature wrath, and torments.of. e ib 
0 * figurative language, ae h 
. their worm dieth nor, and the fire is not quen 


that it is the place of. weeping, vailin 
gnaſhing of teeth” where the wickets ball = 
ally puniſhed : So the propher under the mighty 
ruin of Aſſyria, paints out) the. . 
Thai, zo. 5* _Tophexr. is, ordained © od; yea for the-kipg 
33. is prepared, he hath made. it dee and da ge 
pile thereof is fire and 1 and the bremh 
— fie Lord, like a ſtream 0, Elen eden, 
dle it,“ St. Peter ſays, the. day of ihe Lord 
- wall come as à thief in the night, in the which the 
heaveus 
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| daarens hal 90 away with 3 great. aki; and D.xtl 
elements hall melt wm feryent boar; tlie t arch PN.“ 
and the works thut ate therein-ſhall be burnt Ad 


22 


up Phe hegrens an the earth that are no 
ate dent in ere. rgferved unto fee ag iind xe de 
judgment and aden of angodly men.” St. 
aul calls the fame thing; indignation and wrath, 
uibulation and ＋ * that is coming upon all them 
4hax do evil. And the Pſalmiſt ſays, upon t the 


and an © horrible tempeſt : this ſhall be the 
portion theie cup“ The moving del- 
Efiption ofthe babyloniſh overthrow, ſeems deſigned 
10 give the world a'ſtriking idea of the grand con- 
— ſcene of all. when the preſent ſyſtem of 
Dature © that be diſſolved, and the heavens and earth 
halt dee away. What can be more pictureſque ? 
for the day of the Lord is at hand: 
it halt come as deſtrution from the Almighty. 


[beta 


Heart halt melt And they ſhall be afraid: pangs 


and ſorrows ſhall take hold of them, they ſhall be 


in 


pala as à woman that travaileth: they ſhall be 


amaged one at another, their faces ſhall be as flames. 


Sebold the day of the Lord cometh, eruel both 
Aich wenth and fierce anger, to lay the land deſo- 
Ae, and he ſhall deſtroy” the Goner ae out 
n e * 


I rede ave Ang, 0 dirt, not hls it 


' entered into the heart of man to eonceive the great- 
neſs of that good, that Joy, that ha 2 that is 


laid up for the righteous : o the miteries and heart- 
acties of the wicked at the end of the world and 
wn che Rate lugceeding, will be altogether inex- 

Ff z "Rm 


| 2 
* . 


eicked-God ſhall rain ſoares, fire and-brimſtone, 2. 11. 6. 


herefore ſhall all hand be faint,and every man's If 13 6. 


28; Tho gl Sulu un 
BX III. preſſible and beyond imagination. The world will 


= —— — 


PA. II. be in flames dreadful earthquakes in divers places 
be fea roring and the fulneſs thereof: The 


? 


«to 


glorious judge appearing; filling heaven and earth 
with his numerous train, taking vengeance” on them 
that know not God, and Have not obeyed the goſ- 
pel. The bleſſed angels, thoſe ſwift miniſters of 
providence, with incredible expedition, will ſeperate 
them that are alive and remain at that day, and 
them that are awaked from their graves by the 
trump of the arch- angel, to the judge's right and 
left hand; and then the trembling, accurſed herd 
of reprobates ſhall receive that moſt awful; heart 
rending ſentence, Go ye curſed into evetlaſting 
fre, prepared for the devil and bis angels“; while 
the ſaints, an innumerable army, even the pious of 
all generations, are kindly welcomed to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of an eternal heavenly kingdom, and are 
caught up to meet the Lord in che air. What an 
appearance will it be to have all nations and people 
3 together before one auguſt 'tribunat! To 
ſce nature ſinking under its oëẽn weight, and all. 
the huge frame of the world disjoĩnted and falling 
into ruins! And O! how aggravated the ſinner's 
vretehedneſs, how conſummat᷑e ly- miſerable muſt be 
be, to be condemned by the Savior himſtif, 10 
ind even mercy inexotable, and the alkboume ons 
Jehovah unmoved at his calamity, andiawhile: the 
ſaints are aſcending in joyful choirs; te be left be- 
Bind, unpitied, wrapt in the cireling flames of tÞ;s 


Wrath, by him who was dead, and behold he is alt e 
again and liveth forever! Thrice happy: he: who 
- ſhall be-agcounted worthy to eſcape all cheſe things. 


04% N. 4 and 
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diurning globe! Happy he who ſhall then be found 
at the judge's right hand, faved from bis amazmg 


e 


2 
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nuch ſtand befote che Son of man, pattaki: g of that D XIII. 
faves and glorifies his people by his lite, as well as N 
juſtifies. and reconciles them by bis death a ON 


Bur we anticipate what was laid out for'the ne « 3 
and lattidiſcoucſe, in.the.preſent chain, except the 
recapitulation and ſummary of the hole. 
Sven as are now reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son, ſhall be finally ſaved from this wrath, 
and crowned with glory, tho' before this reconci: 
liati n they were ſinners and enemi s, and the wrath 
of God abode upon them. And the apoſtle argues 
in the text, that if the ſinner and rebel is made the 
ſubject of his grace, pardon and peace, thro' the 
death of Chriſt, then it is a thing highly ſuppoſe- 


- 


able, that the Hint thus reconciled ſhall be finally 
ſaved and glorified by his life; and an event much 
mor: credible in itſelf, and likely to take place 
now, than the other was before, which has never» 
theleſs actually happened and come to paſs. And 
the moral certainty of the final ſalvation of ſuch as 
are reconciled to God and juſtified in his fight, is 
- the point no to be demonſirated, according t the 
text. Fot if When we were enemies we were 
_ reconciled to God by che death of his Son; nuch 
more being reconciled we ſhall be ſaved by his life.” 
- »:uſt.-1F che moſt muaificent - deity, of his own 
meer motion, has projected a way, an amazing me- 
thod,. and has entered upon the execution of his The 
gracious and everlaſt ing purpoſe, of, reconciling a dochine 
ſinful world unto him) and introducing enemies Pf?! @. 
and traytors to a ſtate of peace and favor with his 
offended majeſty, ſo as io treat them as righieous 
perſons and loyal ſubjects, as ſervants and children: 

how much r is ic ſuppoſe that the 


e e 
of his berieficence, (itt their 
_ the ddminiftfatidh of the great redeemet? 
Fe that hilt te retodcilet to GN ada, A 
Ft ; which" wat the grate Kfledity,” git furely 
fue his faver to thent After würds; —and (till 
. be gracidus to his Hiende eing he --* in 
to his enemies. He that has done the 
* e to his gond ptedfore, which . 
kimifelf, vill nor furfly ail — the” 
„ Aud in the Fulneſs of dane confſiimmate the 
21 Votzous diſpenſition. „ He that ſpared not hie 
32. po Son, but deere hidi up for us all, how 
hat he not with him alfo Freely give us äll things?“ 
tr God is 4 bir untsconeile ! inithici} fate; nere was nat 
go to his Gly notfüng but but miſery to 1 us to 
encmics, God's mercy, bur there wefe 91 things to op- 
2 fe thi; "diſplay of iche txcbedin Sling Het ey Dp his 
vnkind to . 710 
kaiicads? ace, in his indnels towat $ 08,41 re 
Ind to render us unwerthz of it. 
nd tnhotineſs ſet us 'aFat off ftbr God, oe 
acted "us obnoxious to his wrath ahd-vengeante; 
powerful arguments Malt fuch a mer. 
al interpoſtion and favourtbledifpenſation raking 
hace: "The fin fulneſs of mankin wis like huge 
 m6untains and tick clo. qs of the ſey to bſtrud 
| | God's favot, and intercept the light of his recon- 
| cited” countenance, from ſbch d world fying in 
witkednefs Conſidered as pr fond! abominab!y 
| | vicious and guilry, there was alt che raf n in the 
' | World. hy we ſhould Periſm everlaſtingly in our 
| "= POR fins; But what Teafon' can be aſſigne d- why God 
ſhould fo love the world; is to fend” his only be⸗ 
gotten 


. — n 


that what con- 


(Fenders eee 


e . 7 7 +4 


Faenten Sotrimta it, er 45 bende pm ga ld 6x . 
tuey deſetr' di: H may GE tr, hum wighe PR 
be ved? Why;fhaou! glotiows\ ſovereign ofa) 
the-uniyerſe ſeal to by reqariciled to the 1 
of hin come ungrateful creaturet. who re M, 
greſſors indeed in regard! of the breach of friends1 
but inſtead of making eny advances toward 
ace“ and feconcilidtion, - gontinesd in 2 Rats: of, 
actual Hoſltility-and entity. We he weak, that} 
he could not cruſh and ſuch worms of chen 
daft-? Were they ſtronger than he, that u fear 
vf their diſſ * — be ecourted thein favor? 2) 
na means, 41 things are poſſible to omnipotende 
Was he i human perverſtneſs and cot g 4 
ruption, or deluded; hy the bypocriſy of ſinners ; T: 
or knowing their wickedneſs, had he no reſentment) 
at cheir fin ? No alas; the caſe is far otherwiſe; ... 
that tranſcendently doly majeſty, i in whoſe ſight the, U 0 "1 
heavens are not clean, cannot be indifferent tothe) +. > 
vice aud impurity of mortals, nor is an infinite W- 
derſtanding capable of impoſition. _ Every hug 
demonſtrates the comrary of theſe appel Jum.— 9 
the very natural fenſe of mankind.— the judgments 
4 heaven, the paſt inſtances of divine vengeance 
tranſgreſſorꝭ. and above all the traſt of 
chat —ubich at the lame time exhibits the ama 
ing walignity of ſia, the ground of forgiveneſs of 
it, and the Baits diſpleaſure of heaven at it. That 
this method of reconcihation is ſet on foot, muſt 
be reſolyed into the ſovereign holy pleaſure of that 
 omnipotent» belng who dots © ade to his will 
in the army of heaven, and among the iuhabitants 
of the earth, Who has mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, whoſe judgments are a great deep, and 


od alan finding ü 


Bur 


DPV. Pur cho all theſe obſtructions lay im the way of 
Þ © 44; ch ſinner s re conciliatton, yet what is there to hin · 
X cer the continued favor of the almighty to the re« 


conciled ſaiot, who has obtained peace by the blood 


of the croſs, and is no longer an enemy, but 2 
friend, even a child and heir of God? Or we may 
aſk with the apoſtle, For it when we were ene · 


his Son: much. more being reconciled we ſhall be 
ſaved / by his life.” Whom the unchangeable God 
loves, he loves to the end, for he is not mutable 
in his affection, like the ſons of earth. His pro- 
miſe never fails, nor is he a man that he ſhould lie, 
or the fon of man that he ſhould repent. And we 
may aſk again, in the triumphant Janguage of the 
apoſtle * Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge 
Rom gs of God's eleRt ? It is God that jultifietb V ho is 
23— be that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died, yea 
rather that is riſen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who alſo maketh  interccſhon for 
us Who ſhall ſeperate us from the love of Chriſt ? 
Shall tribulation or diſtreſs, or perſecu ion or fa- 


mine, or :akednefs, or peril, or ſword. —Nay in all 


theſe things we are more than con. uerors, thro' him 
that loved us, &c.“ * ES $25.12, 

- 2dly. IT will be a further illuſtration of the point, 

if we conſider that God the father, to whom as ſin- 

The gteat ners and enemies we are reconciled by the death 

_ of his Son, is uſually ſtiled by divines the fountain 

1 of rhe Deity, and as ſuſtaining the majeſty of God- 

conce ad head, is viewed in the ceconomy of redemption, 28 

for his te the party injured, offended, and whoſe law and 

conciled honor require amends and reparation for the tran!- 

People. g re ſſions of men: whereas the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

who ſaves us by his life, is the party mediating, 

* | e reconciling 


mies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 


Perſeverance of the Saints. 4 


teconciling and maling atonement and peate for his D. XIII. 
people. Nu if. the offended father becomes pro- PN. II. 
itious and kind to ſinners, and juſt objects of his 
*wrath, thro? the inter poſition and death of his Son, 
how much more likely is it, that the believing and 
"faithful; thus reconciled to heaven, ſhall be now 
"favourably received, ar the hands of the great 
peace · maker, and ſhare that ſalvation which Fe 
«diſpenſes, who has the whole adminiſtration of pro- 
vidence committed to him? If all impediments are 
removed, and God the Father has received he un- 
happy ſinner to fa vor. can it be that the Lord Jeſus 
- Chrift ſhonld be his enemy, or backward in any 
marks of love and friendſhip ? Yea rather muſt he 
ndt be peculiarly concerned for, and ever mindful 
of, thoſe whom he has bought and redcemed with 
his blood ? which brings us to obſerve, * © + 
* 2dly. TaxT the Lord jeſus Chriſt has already 
given us the higheſt poſſible mark of his friendſhip, Our Lo'd 
the ſtpongeſt aſſurance of his love, in that he has 18 
laid down his life and ſhed his moſt precious blood higheft 
for us, as aforeſaid, to j ſtify us to his Father: token of 
Jund can it be, after all this, that he ſhould neglect'his love, 
and diſregard us, and prove inattentive to our in- 
- rereſt ? A woman may poſlibly forget her ſucking - 
child, and have no compaſſion upon the fruit of | 
ber womb; but the Lord will not forget his peok 
ple, whom he has redeemed. He is a faithful high 
prieſt in things pertaining to God, a true and tried 
friend, and will not fail to ſuceour, defend and fave 
his choſen people. We cannot don bt of his af- 
fection and care, any more than of his power, when 
we conſider what he has done and ſuffered fo. us 
already. He. has ſuperabobnded in his love, and 
given ſuch a-teſlimony ot lijs friendſhip; as - miſt 
. argue 


E 
E 


2 Win de he for HY rd 
tho Ne to his eam und yp 
he leaves to perifh- 1 full . 
the final wrath of God — =D Ne 
Wa be chis from him why moo aſs . 
zue on the contrary; and Ua b Forge and 
ty, chat if che Lord of — the bright- 
neſs of the father's glory, came den from 
ven, lald afide his-robes, took che form of ü 
-* vant, — 0'ranhiv all, nd became 


2 


obedient to death, even the acer ed death of 
croſs for us: much more being now exalted . 
right hand of God, having veaſſumed his 
Bag. he will em oy his intereſt” for ps, and | 
tender of our welfare and "ſafety, not ſuſſering 
Jabor and travail co be loſt, and his * 
blood and treaſure to be expended in vai. 
| Therefore, 


2 


oO 
92 
* „ „anne A. ,Q_ © „ ” 2 AM ; 1 


Ut 


due, Ay. Ir will firengihen the huge, if to 


the extreme kindneſs and ande de of out 


band to Lord, we add the conGderation of his power, — 
bis bene ahority and 
voleace. court of heaven. That bloed which made atone- 


glory, and the influetge he bas in the 


ment on tarth, is the ground of his intercdficr 
above; and in virtue of it he maſt, without all 
controverſy, become an able and moſt zailißg 
advocate, at God's right hand. None 


All ever 
de able to pluck one foul out of his hands, who 


Has all power in heaven and earth committed to 
um: it would be the ſame as to pluck them out of 


8 by whow hey wete be, te 
bi. | 
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1 this h we aber will, lich bark D:X1IE, 
our 2 3 all that he hath PA. II. 
Jen wer hond doſe nothing,” Oue Lord has ou 
Pere confer gternaſ life ; T mighy o fine, a 
even ble to: fave: d the w/termo/? all that come 
ge God by him, ſeeing he ever e to w_ 
nn. * 8. 20 0:4” 
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_ Jeſos 
Chriſt or- 


K — % God, by. ahe-death.of dain'd to 
” biſon ; wu more being reconciled, we ſhall be defend 


Med by bis life,” when we conſider further that and fare 

| part of ihe office of the enthroned his people, 
ſas, ie, 95. dhe ges «captain of ſalvation ad 

ei he church, to-protet and defend it, o 

Jad, cover and crown his ſaints. From 

im, 88 their-bead, it is orda ned that grace and 

eng hoſDuld derive down to the members: and 


tO 
«i N pg of them, believers can do all 


and-xtually do-patiently: ſevere in ways 
of bell. doing to the poſſeſſion 5 God 


1 n t bur Led. ſes Chriſt a ſpiritual off> 
rim OF bY ſees his feed and the 15 of ' his 
|, and. rejoices over them, as | the .bridegroots 
wer the bride, and keeps them as the apple of his 
SYS: He bas a parent's bow els and kindly watehes 
She children God has graciouſly given him 

Ne ische app intęd guardian and — of the 

ph 12 855 a faithful ſhepherd he rakes care af 


eaaſes them to lie down i in green paſtures, 

21 ds them by the fill waters: lle is ordain- 
8d ta bjuile. Htan under their feet, to fend off ev 

| Wa he will conduct tem 10 glory and . 

Nr He that has waſhed them from 

fits, in his dwn blood, will make them 2 


462 
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P XIII. and priefts onto God and his f ther; and they ſhall 
PA II. become pillars in the temple of his God, and ſhall 
go vo more out.“ he redeemed of he Lord 
ſhall return and come to Zion, and everlaſting joy 


- 


ſha l be upo 


n their heads; and they ſhall obtain joy 


and #la-!nefs, and ſorrow and Tighing ſhall flee” a- 
way For the effecting this, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
has plighted his faith, and entered intò engagement 


both with his father and with his peo 


e: — his 


trut and honor are at ſtake; and faithful is he that 
has promiſed. wi o alſo wilf do it: and not one tittle 


- 
o 


Fina! fal. 
Y 410" im- 
plie · per 


ſcretance. 


of his word ſhall fail, *rill all be fulfil ed. 


Ll 


Nov there is the fame” certainty of the ſaints 
perſeverance in righteouſneſs, that there is of their 


final ſalvation : theſe things are inſepe ably con- 


* 


nected, and proving one, does in effect prove both. 
he aint perſeverance is a certain undeniable con- 
ſequence or corrolary trom the doctrine we have 
endeavored to eſtabliſn. The arguments addut ed 


are equally coneluſive in both caſes, unleſs it be 


al- 


lowed that apoſtates may be finally ſaved: which 
is a principle that 1 ſuppoſe but very few will avow. 

Bur if there be any wo ſolace; and ſtupify 
themfelves in a vicious courſe rom ſuch fallacious 
conſidera ions as theſe, * have believed on the 
name of the only Bᷣegotten ſon of o, and chere- 
fore am aſſured upon the authority of divine treve- 


lation, ibat 1 {hail nor periſh but have everlaſi 


ing 


life : am juſtified and reconciled to God, and 


therefore belong to the election of Grace, and 


the 


«decree of God, as well as his exprets promife, is 


my infallible f{ curity, that bein thus juſtißed 


by 


the blood of Chriſt, I ſhall be finally Javed from 
fu- 
ith, 
the 


wrath thro' him; and therefore whatever «my: 
Are lite and conver ſation be, the end of my fa 


Per ſeuerauce ¶ "the Saints. 4⁵3 


XZ -mbecternal ſalvation of my ſoul, is already fully P. XIII. 
X -ſccured and aſcertained.” T 1 5 PR. . 
Irx any; I lay, thus flatter and deceive themſelves . 
in 6n, they greatly need io be admoniſhed of that * fo le 
4 ® inſeparable connection which nature and revelation Pr, 044» 
XZ _bave made; between final ſal vation, and continuance * **” 
= an ways of well-doing : and—that chrittian obedi- 
= ence, and final perſeverance in righteouſnels, is the 
= expreſs and indiſpenſable tequiſi ion of the goſpel, 
in order to a participation of ine heavenly glor/.and 
= Afalvation from that amazing wrath of God, that is 
coming upon the ungodly. Be thou faithful 16 
the. death, is the abſolute requirement of our Lord, 
win order to receiving the crown of life: and all ſuch 
ine vitably draw back unto perdition that apoſlatize 
from good beginnings, and abandon the chriſtian 
ſervice. This is the conſtant invariable docttine of 


7 * * 


1 


the goſpel, and of al ſound and approved writers, 
100 and indeed of almoſt all of every denomination, & 
n 


72 1 ow T7 
N S IX: 


Take heed therefore brethren, leſt there be in 
* any 


6  ® Hoxriness is the condition on which our future bl: edn" fs 

* depends &c Dr. Bates harmony p 309. 

'S |, ©Mr- Hervey Vol 1 Dial p 268 ſpeaking of the de ie ver, 

e ay. Nor can his main inter eſl be ſecure with ut a holy 

| 7 -- obedience, becauſe, the/jutige of the world, at the day of f 
> _cterna! retrizution, will declare to the workers of iniquity, 

oe = 41 never knew yu; depart from me” * The holy ſcrip- 

2 teres do moſt peremptorily infilt up: n the finner's leading a 

d. © -virtgous holy life, in obedicnce to the commands of God. as 

ge ©  abſolmely neceſſary to his being ſared ” Mr Barnard's Jan. 


s les p. 284. —5a'utis ceriiiudinem nemo fivi. polliceti 
9 pateſt niſi fidem ex ſ. ctiſicatione exp oiet. Wolleb Compen. 


by * Theol p. 166. And even Mr. Erſkine — If you would 
mm My 7 make your jouroey comfortable [to the land of glory] or 
u- © EVER ARRIVE AT THE ND IT, ſtudy to keep in with 


n.  —God—with coofcicace,++ ks.” Vid.) Bclicvcr's jouregy, 
, 2 | 
he LAS 


D.xIII. any of you anevil heart of wabelief, in departing 
PA. II. — the living - But .exhort 95 another 
di white it is called to day; leſt any of von be 
ks 2 thro? the ace a ſin. FO we 
Heb 2. are made partakers of Chriſt, if we hold the be- 
12, 13, 14 ginning of our confidence ſteadfaſt unto the end.“ 
We cannot have r affurancethat our po er ful 
enemies ſhall not L againft us, than eremiah 
had when he was commiſſioned as a prophet, and 
ſer over the nations and over the Kingdoms, and yet 
jer. x1 God ſays to him, Thou (herefore gird up thy 
Joins, and ariſe, and ſpeak umo them all that 1 
commanded thee : be not diſmayed at their faces, 
leſt I confound hee before them, altho' be aſſures 
him they ſhall not prevail againſt thee.“ it 
becomes us therefore to de ſtrong, and quit our- 
felves like men, to give /i diligence to make ſure 
our calling and election, with fear and rembling. 0 
work out our ſal vation, to run the chriſtian race, 
to fight the good fight and overcome as our Lord 
Has done, as ever we hope for the crown of righ- = 
teouſneſs, that fadeth not away. _ Rs 
Tut final perſeverance and glory of the belie- 
ver is a moral, not a natural certainty, and it is bro: 
to paſs by moral. not neceſſary means and cauſes. 
Natore of The ſaint per ſeveres thro' the influ nce of heaven 
perſevere· and the power ard grace of his ſavior: But this 
ance ex grace and aſſiſtance does not effect the thing with | 
plain d. | 
out human concurrence. Jeſus Chriſt does not 
perform the obedience of the goſpel for us, but 
' only animates and enables us to the performance of 
it, maki g us ſtrong in his grace, à d caufipg us to 
abound in the work of the Lord. — And that title 
to life which the believer receives in his juſhfication, 
Hppoſcs continuance in well doing, and can't be 
2 otherwiſe 


. 


rape it is, as requires daily and fervent prayer for 


FE motives and various encouragements to conſtancy. 
in. well doing. The belic ver and juſtified perſon . 
= hav not ſuch an aſſurance of his perſeverance and 
8 ſalvation;as. ſtands in no connection with his own 


- 


Fee 18 
© ctherwiſe than npll, apd vęid without it. For no D. XIII. 
man hawing put bis hand to the plough and Took- PA II. 
ing back is fit för the kitigdom of GG dl“ 


5 


ALT ov the ſaints have the moſt joyful and 
*X glorious aſſuratice of cheir ſalvation and perſeve- 
race anch victory in righteouſneſs, yet it is ſuch ag 
aſſurance andcercainty, as ſuppoſes their own active iet 
XZ endeavors and conſtant efforts :-—- Such an aſſa- 


grace and ſtrengch to this end aud Which is con- 
= ſiſtent with the terrible threatning of final perdi- 
tiqn in caſe of apoſtacy, and with exhortations, 


: 


” piouslabvors and exertions but is fo circumſtahced- 
as to admit of many cautions, warnings and anima- 
t iigg conſiderations, of which the holy feriptures are 
fufl. The faint ſhall not fall, fo as finally to pe- 
p il ene Betaute his ſalvation is ſecure without, 
bur becauſe through Chriſt ſtrengthening of him, 


ry 


he all dq all things requi-ed of him; not being 
loch fül in buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit ſerving the 
Lord. ' In this way he ſhall be ſaved, and in no 
other. And nothing can make that man's perſe- 
verance certain, who certainly does not perſevere, © 
but grows weary of well doing. And for a man to | 
indu'ge to vice and ſupineneſs, under a pretended 
affurance that he never ſhall apoftatize, is the ab- 
- Jurdeſt thing in the world. For we never can be 
Jute that we fall perſevere, unleſs we actually do 
- fo: For this would imply that a thing might be 
> Eertain, and otherwiſe. falſe and true, at the ſame. 


ne, which js impoſſible. 
5 nen n 
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D XIII. How v ER this docttzne may be perverted and 
PA. II. abuſed, by the infincere' and hypocritical,” to the 


GW, encouragement of {Yoth, inactivity and impiety, it 


Thiĩsdoct 
rine does 
not coun 
ten ance 


is nevertheleſs one of the moft ammating coyſide- 


' rations to the truly pious and upright "chriſtian, 


Inſtead of dif poſing him to indofence and indiffer- 
ence, it is what ſupports his ſpirits, and Keeps him 


floth, but from fainti"g and deſpair, anudſt dangers, enemics 


the con- 
trary. 


The caſe 


and difficulties, too mighty for fleſh and blood, and 
quite inſuperable in his "own ſtrength. He goes 
on his way rejoicing, reſolving, ſtriving,” fighting, 
becauſe he is not left alone, in an unequal combat, 
but has the chearing heart-reviving promiſe, that 
his labor ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, and that 
the divine ſtrength ſhall be magnified in his weak 
neſs; and is fared that his unwearied*efforrs and 
endeavors ſhall be crowned with ſucceſs and 
victory, ſeeing, while he i working out his falvation. 
it is God that works in him to will and to do at 
his own good pleaſure. And not only is the grace 
of Chriſt ſufficient for the believer, and bis eternal 
cfown dependent upon his conqueſt, which are fti- 
mulating conſiderations, but the very natural ten- 
dency of his faith and love is to produce obedience 
to the divine commands and all good works; and 
a grateful ſenſe of his obligations to his divine re- 
deemer, is a root and ſpring of unfailing activity 


and duty, in his ſoul. : 
_ Taz caſe, perhaps, might be thus illuſtrated. 


exemplifi- Two armics are engaging in battle: The one 


ed. 


has a certain promiſe of victory over the other, 
though greater and more powerful, in caſc they 


charge the enemy home, and quit themſelves like 


men, in the combat. The queſtion then is, wkc- 
ther this aſſurance from God, who has engaged 
8 , to 


0 neee r 
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to be with them and ſupport them in the battle, D. XIII. 
will tend to render them remiſs and unactiyc, or PA. II. 
to animate them with greater ſpirit and reſoluti ar 
on? Ort rather it is no queſtion at all, it will do 
the latter. Or let me aſk, did that ancient pro- 
miſe of God to fallen man, when doomed to la- 
bor and ſorrow, © In the ſweat of thy face thou 
ſhould eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground” ever render men negligent and indiffer- 
ent in ſeeking the neceſſaries of life, truſting in 
this promiſe, which could not fail, for their ſup- 
port, without the proper uſe of means ? Surely 
no ; this promiſe has been their encouragement 
to labor and induſtry ever ſince, well conſidering, 
at leaſt, in theſe wor{dly matters, that the means 
and the end are connected, and maſt go together. 
For this promiſe ſuppoſes and requires labor and 
diligence in order to the acquiſition of bread :— 
In like manner as the promiſe of final ſalvation 
requires perſeverance and ſteadfaſtneſs, and the 
chriſtian's victory and triumph ſuppoſes fighting 
and fidelity. Thus it was, under God, that 
the feed of Abraham ſubdued an earthly Canaan ; 
= and thus the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, hew their 
8 Way t9.a heavenly : Far © the kingdom of heaven 
3 ers violence, and the violent take it by 
force In a word, without induſtry, we cannot 
ue in this world; much leſs, in a way of ſloth- 


; fulneſs may we allow ourſelves to hope for a bet- 
e . ö 0 » 4 k 

ne ter. This is the conſtant repreſentation of ſerip- 
zer. 7: e. The inheritance is a reward The pro- 
hey miſe reſpects a ſervice——And it is our LABOR 


1 that ſhall not be in vain : Whereas the ſlothful un- 
+c. + Profitable ſervant “ ſhall be bound hand. and foot, 
= and caſt into outer darkneſs, there ſhall be weep- 
©, ing and gnaſhing of teeth,” | 
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tion to 1. 


The ſinal Salvation; and 
REFLECTIONS. 


Warar divine conſolation is here for the 
cc and faithful? Being juſtified by his 
blood, they ſhall be ſaved by his life! From 
enemies, having been made friends to God, by 
the death of his ſon, they may now entertain the 
moſt joyful confidence, of final ſalvatio and de- 
liverance from wrath through him: And that 
he who has begun a good work in them will 
carry it on unto the day of Chriſt. Very great 
is the happineſs of that man who being juſtified 
by faith, has peace with God through our Lord 
Jefus Chriſt : And that on account, both of his 
preſent advantageous ſtanding in the church cf 
God, and his aſſured intereſt in that glory which 
is yet to be revealed ! Behold, what manner of 
love the father hath beſtowed upon us ! Beloved 
now are we the ſons of God, and therefore hei:s, 
and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall be 
The believer who has acceſs into this ſtate ofgrace 
and favor, may well rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God, and even glory in tribulation, and count 
it all joy when he falls into diverſe trials: For 
tribulation worketh patience, and patience expe- 
rience ; and experience hope, and hope 
maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of God 1s 

ſhed abroad in our hearts, by the holy Ghoſt, 
' which is given unto us. 

Weak and pitiful is the hope and conſolation 
that nature furniſhes in reference to pardon and 
life, compared with the animating enobling conſi- 
derations of the © glorious goſpel of the bleſſed 
God.” The preſent joy and future bleſſed hope 


of chriſtians, are not founded, like thoſe of na- 
by ture, 


„ ͤ˖» nn; . SES 6 4 N | ; . 
* r SP. SA Bait . 


a „ ˙˖ͤ K * 


Perſeverance of the Saints. 


459 


ture, in a meer poſſibility of mercy, in the good- H. XIII, 
neſs of the divine nature in general, and the effi- PA. II. 
eacy of a ſincere repentance:—No, they are found 


ed in the truth and unfailing promiſe of Gol, in 
Chriſt, in the virtue of the all-atoning blood of 
their divine redeemer, and the aſſured ſucceſs of 
his mediatorial undertaking and gracious admiai- 
ſtration. When wg were without ſtrength, and 
wallowing in our own blood, when no eye, but that 
of God pitied, and no created arm could extend 
help, even in theſe deplorable circumſtances, 
Catia died for us! Surely then, nor grace nor 
glory, nor any good thing will God withold fron 
them that walk uprightly. Unger theſe delight- 
ful tranſporting views, the believer may rejoice, 
with joy unſpeakable and full of glory ; and ac- 
count his ſituation moſt happy under the protect- 
ion and guidance of the ſan of God, that great 
ſhepherd, who laid down his life for the ſheep”. 


'2dly. Let ſuch as arg yet enemies to God by Exhorta- 
wicked works, ſeek to be reconciled. Repent, tion to 
O ſinner, and be converted that your fins may finners. 


be blotted our, and that times of refreſhing may 
come to you from the preſence of the Lord. 
Break off your fins by righteouſneſs—Fc orſake 
the fooliſh and live, and go in the way of under- 
ſtanding ; ſeek the Lord while he may be found, 
call upon him while he is near. Behold ! 1 bring 
you good tidings, if you are but prepared to re- 
ceive and welcome them, even that God is recon- 
cilable, that you may ow be juſtified by the 
blood of Chriſt, and be finally ſaved from wrath, 
through faith in him. Whoſlo confeſſeth and 
forlaketh his ſins ſhall find mercy”. © He that 
belicyeth on the ſoa, hath everlaſting life,” In 

88 | this 


> 
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The final Salvation, and 


D.XIIL this way. ©. though. your fins be as ſcarlet, they 


PA. II 


ſhall be as white as ſnow,. and though they be red 


k—— like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool.” 


John 6. 
37. 


Admoni- 
ticn to 


ſaints, 


ConsiDER miſerable finner, the wretchedneſs 
of thy coudi tion, under condemnation, eſtranged 
from God, and in that ſtate of moral diſtance 
from him, in which you muſt periſh everlaſting- 
ly, unleſs brought mgh by the blood of Chriſt | 
Return therefote with the prodigal from your 
riotous way of living Confeſs your ſin and fol- 
ly Receive with meckneſs the ingtafted word, 
laying aſide all filthineſs and ſuperfluity of naugh- 
tineſs—Confider your ways —Realize yur guilt— 
Embrace the Savior, and ſubmit to the righte- 
ouſneſs of God—Laboring and heavy-laden come 
unto Chriſt and find reſt to your ſoul : For 
he that cometh unto me, faith our Lord, I will 
in no wiſe caſt out:“ And he that hath the ſon 
hath life,” 

_  34ly. Ax p I have done, Let ſuch as have al- 
ready believed in God be careful to maintain good 
works. Let them that are happily reconciled, 
labor to cultivate and improve that friendſhip 
and peace that is ſer on foot, Provoke not the 
Lord to jealouly, are ye ſtronger than he ? Have 
a care of obſtructing that happy deſirable. inter- 
courſe you have with heaven. Be ſober, be vigi- 

lant, and watch unto prayer. Walk circum- 
ſpectly, not as fools but as wiſe; redeeming the 
time. Guard againſt remiſneſs in religion, and 
formality in devotion. Den attend upon 
divine inſtitutions, and let not ſatan or an evil 
heart hinder your improving your opportunities 
for waiting upon God, both in publick and pri- 
vate. Lay aſide every weight and the fin — 

| mo 
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moſt eaſily beſets you, and run with patience the D XIIL 
race that is ſer before you, looking - unto Jeſus PA. II. 
| the founder of our religion and hope, and great wn, 
pattern of our obedience and itedfaſtneſs, 4% y2 
” be wear) and faint in your minds, You are mercitully 
* plucked out of the hans of ſatan, as brands ot of 
the burning, and are delivered from the power 
andmal.ce of all your ſpiritual enemies, that you 
” might ſerve God in rightcoaſnels and holinels, all 
the days of your lives. Let the exceeding 1iches 
of his grace towards you, abundantly teach you 
to live ſoberly, riyhtcouſly and godly in the pre- 
tent evil world, that you may be the ſons ot God, 
without rebuke, in the midft of a crooked and 
perverſe world, among whom, let it be your am- 
bition to ſhine as lights, that others behoiding 
your good works may glority your heavenly 


r 1 2 
* n — 


tather, and copy your amiable virtues. 
ConsIDERyou are bought with a price, and are 
not your own, ther-fore glorify God in ſpirit and 
ia body which are his. Remember your cove- 
nant obligations and vows, and how you have ſub- 
ſcribed with your hand to the Lord: Be faith- 
ful therefore to him who has called vou to his 
| kingdom and glory—Be to the praiſe of the glory 
of that grace whercin you are accepted in the 
beloved—Nor vainly expect to receive the reward 
of the inheritance, unleſs, in ſincerity and conſtan- 
cy, you ſerve the Lord Chriſt. Exert yourſelves 
in working out your ſalvation, but not without 
daily application to the great head of influences, 
for grace to help in time of need. Though not 
in your own, yet, in the ſtrength of Canriſt, go 
forth, fight the good fight, keep the faith, finiſh 
your courle—The conqueſt muſt precede the 
G g 4 triumph. 
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D XIII. triumph. If you miſcarry, if you faint and are 
F It ditcouraged and fo give up the glorious cauſe 


The final Salvation, &c, 


Wy and return again to folly, the immortal crown, 


for which you are called to contend, the pr ze for 
which you run, is forfeited. But be not diſmay- 
ed, more be they that are for you than they that 
are againſt you. Therei/orc go on your way 
boldly and rejoicing. —A& up to the dignity of 


your new birth in Chriſt Jeſus : Walk worthy 


of the high vocation wherewith you are called 
Adorn the doctrine of God your Savior in all 
things —In a word be thankful, humble, heaven- 
ly, meek, patient, benevolent Live by faith and 


d. ſpiſe che world —Be not high minded but fear. 


Rcccive not the grace of God in vain, or turn 
it into laſciviouſnecls and luſt—Bur give all dili- 
gence to add to your faith, virtue, courage, pati- 
ence, temperance, g2dlineſs. brotherly kindneſs, 
charity, that theſe things, being in you and aboun- 
ding, they may make you thar ye ſhall neither be 
barren, nor unfruitivl in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt :=Now unto him, that is able 
to keep you from falling, and to prelent you fault- 
leſs before the prefence of his glory with excee- 
ding joy, to the only wiſe God our Savior, be 
gloty and majeſty, dominion and power, both 
now and ever. AMEN, Wh! * 


FFC 


Of 


„ 


Of che future ge d the Jul 


cation and Condemnation of it. 


| Wherefore we labor, that whether pre- 
ſent or abſent, we may be accepted 
of him. For we muſt all appear be- 


fore the Judgment. ſcat of Chriſt, that 


every one may recerve the Things done 
in his Body, accordin 9 to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. 


ITHOUT entering into a particular con- D. XIV. 
ſideration of the paragraph, with which PA. I. 
theſe words are connected, we may ob⸗ 

ſerve that chriſtianity inſpired the primitive ſaints 
with ſuch holy fortitude, ſpirit and confidence in 
the cauſe of God and religion, that they were 
* willing rather to be abſent from the body, and 
to be preſent with the Lord.” Through be- 
leving views of a future glorious houſe, and in- 
vilible manſion in the heavens, they were m_ 
cile 


474 The. Judgment | 


D. XIV. ciled to the thought of leaving cheit preſem 

PA. I. dwelling, and to the diſſolution of this corrupti- 

— ble body, under the infirmities and 1 inconvenien- 

cies of which they groaned: And animated 

with theſe hopes they. made it their aſſiduous 

endeavor and higheſt point of honor, “ to ſtand 

approved in the ſight of 0 Chriſt, their great maſter 

and judge, both in the preſent time, and at the 

day of his appearing, when the whole world ſhalt 

be ſummoned at his tribunal, and receive the 

righteous recompenſe of their actions. The 
doctrine obſervable from the words is this. 

Tur it ought to be the conſtant ſtudy and am- 

bicion of every chriſtian to approve himſelf to Je- 


ſus Chriſt his great Lord and maſter, whom God 


the father has ordained to judge the world in 
righteouſneſs, and before whole judgmeant-ſeat 
every mortal mult finally appear, and be rewarded 
or puniſhed, juſtified or condemned, according 

to their behavior in the body. | 
Wi have heretofore in the courſe of theſe ſer- 
Repetiti- mons, conſidered all mankind as under law, and 
have proved the perpetual obligation of that law 
to which they are ſubject, and by which, conſi- 


dered as tranſgreſſors, they ſtand condemned: 


We have viewed the whole guilty world as ſtand- 


ing ſpeechleſs at the bar of God, under legal 
ſentence 


* The late Dr. Doddridge, whoſe praiſe is in the churches 
for his eminent zeal and ſerviceablenefs in the chriſtian 

- cauſe, his candour, ingenuity, piety, has well obſerv'd, 
that the origiral word here tranſlated /abor in the text, 
rather fignifies ambition, and he paraphraſes the words 

thus Therefore we make it the heighth of our ambitt- 

on, that whether preſent in the body, or abſent from it, 
we may be well pleaſing to him, and receive the tokens of 
bis acceptance and favor”, and ſays it is flat to tranſlate it; 
we labor, 
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of the great Day. 


ſentence of condemnation, and as incapable of D. XIV. 
being juſtified by the deeds of the violated law, PA. I. 
in the fight of that God, and father of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, who is reconciling a ſinful world 
unto himſelf, by the death of his ion, whom he hath 
made fin for us, and through whom alone there- 
fore we have redemption by his blood, the for- 
giveneſs of ſins, not according to law and nature, 
but according to the riches of his grace. We 
have in ſome meaſure conſidered our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as exalted to the right hand of God, to 
give repentance and remiſſion of ſins ; as veſted 
in all power, both in heaven and earth, having 
all judgment committed to him. And we now 
ſtretch our contemplation forward, to the cloſing 
ſcene of all, and ſurvey the whole human race, 
down from the fall of the firſt Adam, to the glo- 
rious appearante of the ſecond, as ſtanding at his 
righteous and auguſt tribunal, to be judged and 
juſtified or condemned, according to their works 
and perſonal behavior. 

Works are excluded in regard of juſtification 
in the former view, and it is ſaid to be by grace 
and faith only; for ſinners are juſtified in the fg ht 
of God, through faith, previous to any courſe of 
actual obedience, even though that faith itſelf be 
a principle and act of holineſs : Whereas in that 
view of it which reſpects the future judgment 
and tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt, works, whether of 
believers or unbelievers, even their perſonal moral 
characters in general, is the great thing that 
comes into conſideration, about which they are 
to be judged, and by which they are to fall under 
ſentence of final condemnation, or be acquitted 
and accepted in that day. 
I SHALL 
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| D,XIV. 1 s1aLL endeavor to obſerve ſomething briefly 


Tze Fido men: 0 


PA. I. and generally, , concerning the certainty of this 
no future judgment. Concerning the perſon of the 


A future 


judgment 


argu'd 


from rea- 


ſan. 


ſciouſneſs o 


judge: Concerning the perſons to be judged, and 


the recompenſe to be aſſigned: Concerning the 
actions triable in this ſupreme court of juſtice: 
Concerning the manner of the trial, and ſome 
' grand circumſtances attending that glorious and 


awful day: And then urge it upon chriſtians, 


to make it their great concern and endeavor to 
ſtand approved to, and finally to be accepted of, 


? 


theic great Lord and judge. 
1. Wir regard to the certainty and credibility 
of this great event, the final general judgment 


of the world, it may be obſerved, without any 


large and elaborate proof of a principle ſo well 


eſtabliſhed, that the pagan world and mankind 


in general, ſeem ever to have entertained ſome 
notion and belief of a future reckoning, and that 
the conduct of mortals is inſpected by the hea- 
venly powers, and is ſubject to their cenfure and 
approbation. | 
As mankind have a natural apprehenſion and 
awe of a ſupreme being, ſo they appear to have 
a kind of native impreſſion, relative to a future 
judgment, and cannot ſhake off thoſe hopes and 
fears, that ſpring up in their minds, from a con- 
F their good or ill- behavior. In the 
inward operations of conſcience, there are plain 
premonitions of an approaching judgment.' Tt 
feems to be a manifeſt token and plain indication 
of our accountableneſs to a higher power, a ſu- 
perior court of judicature, even to the judgment 


of God almighty, that we feel an unavoidable 


approbation or condemnation of-ourſelves, agre- 
able 
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able to the moral quality of our actions; and D. XIV. 
that fears and joys are ſo neceſſarily excited in PA. I. 
the mind, by a reflection upon what is paſt, ana 


that not meetly in reference to our open conduct, 
but to the moit ſecret tranſactions of our lives. 

Mozzover it ſeems morally fit and neceſſary 
that the wiſe and righteous governor of the world 
ſhould call rational creatures to an account for 
their actions. This is every way ſuitable to the 
nature and condition of moral free agents, and 
the ends of moral government, and character and 
perfections of the ſupreme being require it. For 
the wiſdom, righteouſneſs and goodneſs of the 
great author ot nature, ſuppoſe and imply his 
care and government of the world ; but God's 
government of the moral rational world conſiſts 
in puniſhing and rewarding the obedience and 
diſobedience of the creature, in ſuch a manner, 
as may moſt e ffectually ſerve for the diſcounte- 
nancing of vice, the advancement of righteouſ- 
nels and of the honor of the divine adminiſtra- 
tion. 

Ir there be a God of all perfection, there muſt 
ſurely be a providence ; and if God exerciſes a 
providence over the world at preſent, it may well 
be ſuppoled to be with a view at a future judg- 
ment, and the final righteous diſtribution of re- 
wards and puniſhments agreable to the morals of 
mankind : And it will ſtrengthen this preſump— 
tion if we conſider the great inequality of the 
divine diſpenſations at preſent ; the proſpe- 
rity of the wicked, and the many and great 
afflictions of the righteous, often occaſioned. by 
the malice of evil men. The frequent cruel 
ſufferings of innocence and virtue, and the rude 

and 
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D. XIV. 
PA. I. 


— 


and barbarous triumphs of ungodlineſs : — And, 
theſe things, notwithſtanding any remarkable in- 


cerpoſitions of providence, in this world, in favor 


From 
ſer ip ture. 


ver. 14. 
15 


Pſalm 50. 
1—4. 


Ecclef. 
1 2 O I ++ 


of them that fear God, and the dreadful inſtances 
of divine vengeance, in the deſtruction and over- 
throw of fuch as harden and diſtinguiſh them- 
{elves in wickedneſs. and impiety, which often 
happen, and deſerve to be taken notice of, as 
arguments in favor of that providence, which, is 
itſelf, a proof of a judgment to come. 

Bur then the certainty of a future judgment 
is put beyond all doubt, in regard of ſuch as ac- 
knowledge and believe a divine revelation. The 
word of God is very expreſs and full in this 
matter. It is the doctrine of the bible, in a leſs 
or greater degree of plainneſs, from Geneſis to 
Revelations. Even Enoch, St. Jude tells us, the 
ſeventh from Adam, propheſied ſaying, “ Behold 
the Lord cometh with ten thouſand of his ſaints, 
to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all 
that are ungodly among them, of all their un- 
godly deeds, which they have ungodly commit- 
ted, and of all their hard ſpeeches which ungodly 
ſinners have ſpoken againſt him.” The Plalmiſt 
ſays, ** The mighty God, even the Lord hath 
ſpoken, and called the earth from the rifing of 
the ſun, unto the going down thereof. He 
ſhall call to the heavens from above, and to the 


earth, that he may judge his people.“ And the 


preacher aſſures us that God will bring every 
work into judgment, with every ſecret thing, 
whether it be good or whether it be evil.“ 

THz are many intimations and plainer decla- 
rations of ſuch a judgment and future ſtate of re- 


tribution, under the old teſtament ; but the goſpel, 
| * 
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as it has brought life and immortality to light, ſo it D. XIV. 
has much more clearly revealed this future and PA. I. 
important day. Our Savior himſelf taught this wes 
docttine very plainly in many of his parables : As | 
that of the laborers at the ſeveral hours of the day, . 
that of the talente, the ten virgins, &c. And St. 
Paul. even while: he is teaching his doctrine of 
qullification by taith without works, reminds his 
readers of the revelation of the righteous judgment 
of God ; who will render to every man according 
to his deeds: To the patient continuer in well 
doing eternal life: To the contentious and diſo- 
bedient, indignation and wrath, tribulation and an- 
guiſh. St. Peter aſſures us, that the Lord is not Rom. 2 
ſlack concerning his promiſe, or declaration of his 
coming; but that the day of the Lord will come 
as a thief in the night. in which the heavens ſhall 
paſs away with a great noiſe, and the elements 
mall melt with fervent heat, the earth alſo and the 
works that are therein ſhall be burnt up.” And 2 Pet. 3. 
the author to the Hebrews numbers eternal judg- 9: 1. 
ment among the principles of the doctrine of Chriſt, C 
On texts will naturally fall in under the next 
head. 
2dly. In regard of the p:r/on of the judge, it 

may be obſerved, that it is the Lord Jeſus Chrift, 

For as a future judgment is certain, ſo our text 

further informs us that we muſt all appear before 

the jadgmenr-ſeat of Chriſt Here it may be re- 
1 to adduce ſome proof of the fact, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is judge, and then ſuggeſi ſome reaſons for 

his appointment to this glorious and exalted office. p 

As the holy ſcriptures repreſent every ſinful ou * 
mortal, as now ſtanding at the bar of God, the judge. 
father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and as being juſti: 
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The gn: 


fiet or condemtied in his ſight: So they affiire us 


PA. I. that he will fnally © judge the world in righteouſ- 
L—— neſs;”. but then it is not in perſon, but by that 


man whom he has ordained, the man Chriſt Jeſus, 


to whom all judgment js committed, by the father, 


and of which he has given aſſurance unto all men, 


in that he has raiſed him from the dead. And 
God has appointed a day to this end, in the which 
he will “ judge the ſecrets of men, by Fe/us Chriſt, 


d according to the goſpel.” Our nal account is not 


16 27. 


to be rendered up to God the Father immediately 


and directly, but to the ſon of God, the only me- 


diator between God and man, whom the father has 
anvinted king in Zion, and made head over all 
things to the church, TIC 
- He that once appeared, in our world, in the 
form of a ſervant, with all the marks of meanneſs 
and poverty, and was deſpiſed and rejected of 
men ; at his ſecond coming ſhall aſſume the cha- 
racter and office of a judge, and appear in royal 
majeſty and glory. The ſon of man ſhall ſend 
forth his angels, and they ſhall, gather out of his 


=- 


kingdom all things that offend, and them which do 


iniquity; and ſhall caſt them into a furnace of fire: 


There ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing' of teeth. 


Then ſhall the righteous ſhine forth as the ſun in 
the kingdom of their father.“ The ſon of man 
ſhall come in the glory of his father, with his an- 
gels ; and then he ſhali reward every man accord. 


ing to his works.” We read of the ſign of the ſon 


of man in heaven, and of the tribes of the earth 
ſeeing him coming in the clouds: of heaven with 
power and great glory ;——that he ſhall ſit upon 
the throne of his glory that all nations ſhall 


be gathered before him—— that he ſhall ſeperate 


them 


-er. 
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them, one from another, as the ſhepherd divideth D XIV. 
his ſhcep from the goats—— And that he ſhall paſs PA. I. 
ſentence upon them, aceording to their reſpeftive C4 
characters, and put the deciſive ſentence into im- t, 2. 
mediate execution. It is part of our Lord's in- ,, 1 
ſtruction to his diſciples and apoſtles. to preach Ji. 
unto the people and to teſtify chat it is he that is , a, 
1 of God to be the judge of the quick and 42 "Ys 
end. JE | 

And the inveſliture to this high and glorious And here, 
office is part of tl. e exal ation and coyenant-recom- 7 his ſufy 
pence of our Lord trom the father, in conſideration ud hu. 
of his unparalelled ſufferings and ſelf-abaſement, miliation 
De Tillotſon obſerves, agreable to this, in his ex- rewardgg, 
cellent ſermons upon thele w-rds, as follows, 
„That God hath committed all power to Chriſt, 
with deſign to put an honor upon him, our Savior 
himſelf tells us, John 5 22, 23. © The father 


judgeth no man, but hath commnred all judgment 


to the ſon; that all men ſhould honor the ſon, 
even as they honor the father“ The ſcripture 
ſpeaks of this matter, as if when Chriſt undertook 
the great work of our redemprion, it were expreſly 
covenanted between God the father and him. that 
he ſhould undertake this work, and ſubmit to all 
thoſe grievous things, which were neceſſary to be 
done and ſuffered, in order to the effecting of it; 
and that when he had accompliſhed it, God would 
confer this glory upon him, that in his human na- 
ture he ſhould be exalted co the right hand of God, 
and have power given him over all fleſh, to judge 
the world, and to gi e eternal life to as many as 
he pleaſed ; and when he had received this reward, 
that then this mediatory office ſhould ce:fe, and he 
ſhould reſign up the kingdom to God the father, 
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D. XIV. chat God might be all in all. With relation to 
PA. I. this coyenant and agreement between him and his 
father, he prays,.Jobn 17. 1, 2. that he would nor 
be aomindful of the glory which he had promiſed 
to inveſt him withal. Father the hour is come, 
glorify thy; ſon, as thou haſt given him power over 
all fleſh, that he ſhould give eternal life, to as many 
as thou haſt given him. And ver. 4, 5. I have 
glorified thee on earth: I have finiſhed the work 
which thou gaveſt me to do.” And then he claims 
the reward of it. And now, O father, glorify 
thou me with thine own ſelf.” Philip. 2. 7. The 
apoſtle tells us, that in conſideration of the great 
humiliation and ſufferings of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
God hath highly exalted him. He made him- 
ſelf of no reputation (he emptied himſelf) and took 
upon him the form of a ſervant, and was made in 
the likeneſs of men : And being found in faſhion 
as a man, he humbled himſelf and became obedi- 
ent unto death, even the death of the croſs. Where- 
fore God alſo hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name which is above every name: That at 
the name of Jeſus every knee would bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth: And that every tongue ſhould confeſs that 
Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the 
father.“ And that the giving of this name and 
authority to Chriſt, upon account whereof alf crea- 
tures ſhould be ſubje& to him, doth prinipally im- 

port that power ot judging the world which was 
committed to. him, is evident from the explication 
of theſe phraſes, of bowing the knee te Cbriſt, and 
of confeſſing to bim with the tongue, which the ſame 
apoſtle tells us elſewhere, do ſignify our being 

judged by him. Rom. 14. 10, 11, NN al 
Ko. | an 
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ſtand before the judgment. ſeat of Chrift : For it D. XIV. 
is written, as I live, faith the Lord, every knee PA. I. 
ſnall bow to me, and every tongue ſhal confeſs to. 1 
God. So then every one of us ſhall give an ac 11 
count of h mfelf to God“ So that you ſee that . 
the . glorious reward of Chriſt's ſelf-denial and | 
ſuffering, doth principally conſiſt in having the mM 
judgment of the world committed to him, which | 
therefore is called his kingdom, Math, 16. 28, [| 
Where our Savior ex preſſeth it by he ſon of man's 
coming in his kingdom ”—— And then a little after- 
wards, the ſame arch biſhop aſſigns another reaſon 
why * God hath committed the adminiſtration of 
this judgment to Chriſt. even that he might hereby 
declare the righteouſneſs and equity of it, in that 
mankind is judged by one in their own nature, a 
man like themſelves And therefore w:: find that 
the ſcripture, when it ſpeaks of Chriſt, as judge of 
the world, doth almoſt conſtantly call him man, 
and the ſon of man In human judgments, it is 
reckoned a great piece of equity for men to be tried 
by their peers, to be acquitted or condemned by 
thoſe, who are as near as may be to them, and in 
the ſame circumſtances of rank and condition with 
themſelves ; becauſe ſuch are like to underſtand 
their caſe beſt, and to have a fair and equitable 
conſideration of all the circumſtances belonging to 
it. Now Chriſt as the ſon of man is near to us, 
* bone of our bone, and fleſh of our fleſh, made in all 
* things, like unto us only without in; which was 
neceſſary to qualify him tobe our judge: He dwells' 
among us and underſtands all our circumſtances, 
and whatever may have influence upon our caſe to 
extenuate or aggravate our guilt. What the a- 
poſtls ſays of Chriſt as our high prieſt, may be ap- 
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484 The Judgment 


D. XIV. plied to him as a judge, Heb. 4. 15. We have 
PA. I. not a judęe which cannot be touched with the feel- 
ing of our infirmities ; but was in all points temp- 
Vid ſer- ted like as we are, yet without ſin.“ Thus he 
n Athly. CoxncerninG the perſons to be judged, 
it may be obſerved that they are all mankind, of 
every age, nation and condition who have done 
deeds in the body for which they are accountable, 
even every mortal and moral agent from Adam 
down to the lateſt poſterity, the judge himſelf the FF 
man Chriſt Jeſus, only excepted. For our text 
The ſub. ſays, we muſt all appear before the judgment- 
839 feat of Chriſt * high and low, rich and poor, old 
and young, men and women. Nothing can be 
more general, large and comprehenſive than the 
phraſes made uſe of, in reference to the ſubje# of 
this deciũve trial, who have acted a part upon the 
ſtage of this world. All are included rhat have 
done moral deeds in the body, of every ſtanding, 
religion, circumſtance in life, of every colour, 
country, profeſſion, relation, ſituation, bond and 
free, parents and children, rulers and ruled. But 
with regard to them that have done no deeds in 
the body, for which they can be deemed accoun- 
table in the ſight of heaven, the very nature of the 
caſe neceſſarily exempts them from that judgment, 
which is to paſs upon all that have done deeds in 
the body, whether good or bad, and to whom the 
text has immediate reference. [OTF 
Tus judge is ſtiled the judge of the world and 
of the whole earth. All nations are to be gathered 
before this auguſt tribunal, not only thoſe that 
ſhall be alive and remain upon earth at Chriſt's ſecond 
coming, but. as what is ſomething peculiar to the 
goſpel, which reveals the reſurreFtion of "_— 
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all that are in their graves, and are deceaſed in any D XIV. 
age or quarter of the earth, ſhall be raiſed and come PA. I, 
fo th and join the grand aſſembly : Which will! 
therefore be compoſed, both of quick and dead, of 

all the crowned heads and renowned heroes of an- 


cient and modern times, the great politicians and 
perſonages of civil rank and figure in every ſtate 
and kingdom, the rich miſfers, the mighty warriors, 
and every man of lower and common character in 
life, even every bondman and every freeman, 
None too great and powerful, tos noble and re- 
ſpeed to render up an account of themſelves and 
their ſtewardſhip to this glorious and univerſal 


judge: None too low, ſmall and inconſiderable, 


that have converſed in the body, whether chriſtians 
or pagans, greeks or barbarians, to be overlooked 
in this day of general aſſize and reckoning, For 
ſo it was repreſented in viſion to St. John,“ I 
ſaw the dead both ſinall and great ſtanding before 
God, and the books were opened, and “ not the 


living only but even” the dead were judged out of ag 20. 


the things that were written in thoſe books, and the 
ſea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and 
the grave gave up the dead that were in them, 
and they were judged every man according to their 
works. 


Wrartver diſtinftions there are now among 


men, in point of quality, age, priviledge, power and 
accidental citcumſtances, yet in that day there will 


be no difference worth obſerving, but only that 
which is made by their moral characters. The 


great diſtinction, between the righteous and the 


wicked, between the holy and impure, between 
him that fearech God and him that feareth him 


not, which is now leſs attended to than ſome others. 
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XIV. will then ſtill remain, and ſhew itſelf to be of 
PA. 1 mighty and everlaſting importance, For the great 
and omniſcient judge, whoſe eyes are as a flame of 
| fire, ha aſſured us, that the righteous ſhall go away 
into life eternal, but the wicked into everlaſting 
puniſhment, . Then and nat before, will fully ap- 
pear the wide, the amazing difference between the 
moral tempers and bebavior of men, between righ- 
teouſneſs and unrighteouſneſs, piety and impiety. 
For then the perſevering ſaint who was before juſſi- 
ed by faith, and accepted of God the father, in 
is dearly beloved ſon, ſha l be openly acknow- 
Jedged and acquitted by the gracious. judge, and 
with the higheſt joy and honor, receive at his hands, 
the glorious recompence. inſured by covenant to 
the good and faithful ſervant; Whereas the wicked 
and impenitent, the unbelieying and. impure, the 
Nothful.: .! 1 
newed in the temper of their minds, who. have 
never been reconciled to God, who have never 
been zealous of good works, or careful to maintain 
them, after the profeſſion of their faith in God, 
hor have walked uprightly or been ſteadfaſt in his 
covenant, ſhall be adjudged to that righteous but 
dreadful puniſhment their fins deſerve : Shall be 
baniſhed from the preſence of the Lord and the 
glory of his power :— Be conſigned to the place of 
weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of teeth, and a- 
bide under that wrath of God and former ſentence 
of condemnation, from which they have never 
been delivered by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and juſti- 
fication in the fight, of God: — Although perhaps 
they may have named the name of Chriſt, called 
Lord, Lord, eat and drank in his preſence, and en- 
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of tbe great Day. 


Ta julgment of the great day, I fü reſpefts D. xly. 
faints and Sinners, as well as other diſtinctions a PA. I. 

Tong men, and theſe two characters indeed com- 
prehend and ſwallow up all others, and take in men 


denomination ; for all belong to one or 
other of theſe two great claſſes, the righteous or the 


wicked, there is no middle character, in the view 


of him that judges the heart and tries the reins ; all 
mankind are either good or bad, and will be fo re- 
garded and treated by the judge of all the earth, 


- 


who will do right, and diſtinguiſh with the niceſt fuß. 


ment and moſt impartial juſtice. And accordingly 
then the true believer, the obedient chriſtian and 


60d man, to whom before no condemnation be- 
longed, ſhall receive the full ratification of that 
"ſentence of abſolution and peace with God, which 
was paſſed upon him before, by the very mouth 


and conſtitution of the goſpel itſelf, and be adjudg- 


ed to an immortal recompence, anſwerable to his 


oficiency in the ſchool of virtue, and his fidelicy 
nd conftancy in his maſter's cauſe and ſervice, 
And on the other hand, all the profane and wick- 


ed, the inſincere and hypocritical anne to reli- 


gion, who have contented themſelves with the form 
Without the power of. godlineſs, as they have ever 
lain under the condemnation of the divine law, fo 
this ſentence ſhall be finally confirmed by the ap- 
pointed judge of quick and dead. Then condem- 
nation ſhall be pronounced by that very Savior, 
who came into the world, at ſirſt, not to condemn 
it, bur that the world, through him might be ſaved; 
and who, at this his ſecond coming, will actually 
ſubje& them to that ſtrange and everlaſting puniſh- 
ment, which is reſerved for all the workers of ini- 
*quity :=—A damnation and wretchedneſs appor- 

- n tioned 


487 


* — — 
„ 12 p 
— SY , P — — _ 
* - a - _— x” - RR — 44 » 
4 -— ———— oe 
— _ _ - - * 


— — — — _ — - 


_ — — a — 
—_— 7 un - A oe A — 
N — 


LL. 


_ 
— 33 
— —— 


4 . - 
— — — „„ 
Y — — — 
1 


— — — 
— — 
— 


I 
* 


— yt 


— 
— 


— —— 

2. - — 
— 
— 2 


— 2 | Bn 


—— 
= 


I 


_—_ = 
= — 
— 9 — 


— — — — Sn 


* 
— 


mw 
- - — 
bal — - 
- — —— — 
— 
— 1 I 


| 


w—— impiety. 


— hes — ——— 


The Jungen | 


: 


PA. I vating, ungrateful circumſtances of their vice and 


Tut apoſtle aſſures us that nat the hearers of 
Rom. 2. the law are juſt before God, but the doers of the 
13. law ſhali be juſtified in that day. And our Savior 
himſelf, tells us, that . that ſervant which knew his 
Luk. 12. Lord's will, and prepared not himſelf, neither did 
474 48. according to his will, ſhall be beaten with many 
, Hripes. But he that knew not, and did commit 
things worthy. of ſtripes, ſhall be beaten with few 
ſtripes For unto whomſoever much is given, of 
| bim ſhall be much required : And to whom men 
; have committed much of him they will -aſk- the 
more” And ſays our text, Every one ſhall re- 
ceive the things done in the body, * according to 

that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 


The bly Nos are theſe conſiderations altogether foreign 


communi- to the occaſion before us. For here, at his table, 


we ſhould contemplate our blefſed Lord and Savior, 
not only as ſuffering, but as reigning : Not only 


as 
1 
« 
. 


9 Although the prepoſition pro-, (alſo kata, kathd, cos, &c. 
which in engliſh are comtficnly rendered . according,) may 
not principally refer, in our text, to the quantity and de- 
gres of men's virtue and vice, and the proportion of their 
reward, as relative to them: Or indeed if it be-granted, 
that to indicate theſe, is not the general deſign of them 
in the holy ſcripture ; yet it is evident they are ſometimes 


| uſed for this purpoſe, as 2 Cor 8. 12, Kc. And we may 


fairly underſtand, by receiving ard being rewarded ac- 

CORDING to our works and deeds done in the body, not 

only that the reward, whether of glory or puniſhment, 

| hall have reſpe&, and be anſwerable to, the nature and 

quality of moral actions, but to the degrees alſo of mosi 
Todes and wickedneſs among men, 2 
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character he is propo 


of the great Day. 


ts humbling himſelf and becoming obedient unto D. XIV. 
the death for us, but as exalted to great power and PA. I. 
glory, to be improved for our advantage, and hay- ==? 
ing al judgment committed to him. In the former 


ſed to us as the object of our 
faith and confidence, the propitiation for our fins, 


the: Lord our righteouſneſs, by whoſe blood we are 
juſtified, by whoſe ſir pes we are healed : In the 


latter view, he is exhibited as our great maſter and 


enthroned judge, to whom we owe obedience and 
: homage, ſubjection and ſervice, and to whom we 
- muſt finally render up our account, and receive 
the righteous recompence of our actions, and be 


happy or miſerable forever, according as we have 


been faithful or unfaithful in his cevenant. 


ona And truly, my brethren, as we ought to act faith 


towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hoping for ſalvati- 
on through him, and exerciſe repentance towards 


God for our daily and great miſcarriages and ſhort 
comings : So we ſhould upon this occaſion very 


ſeriouſly conſider of, and ſolemnly ratify and re- 


new our former covenant obligations, and afreſh 
devote ourſelves to the everlaſting ſervice of our 
redeemer. We may and ought to rejoice and ex- 
ult in our priviledges and glorious hopes: But this 
is not all We have a, work to do, a duty to per- 
form, by the neglect of which we deny our Lord, 
and throw contempt upon his authority and govern- 
ment, and by perſiſting therein our glorious hope 
and crown are forfeited, and our Lord in his turn 
will deny us, before his father and the holy angels. 
Let this ſacred ordinance therefore, not only com- 
fort our hearts, but animate our endeavors, and 


% 
* 
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quicken us in well doing. AMEN. | 
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D. XIV. IV. GOMETHING is now to be obſerv. 
PA. I. Oed concerning the actions triable in 
this ſupreme and final court of judicature. And 
as all mankind univerfally muſt appear at this 
bar, fo the judgment has reſpect to all their acti- 
ons, of every kind, date and circumſtance. For 
every one at that judgment ſeat muſt receive the 
things done in the body, whether good or bad. 
Not only actions but words, and not only words, 
bur thoughts and imaginations of the heart will 
come under cognizance on that day, and at that 


auguſt tribunal. | 
The WrTH regard to the /zft of theſe, our Lord 
is for made it plain and evident, while here in the 
hea fleſh, and in his ſtate of humiliation, that his 


ſhall . | 
ds judged eye pierced the inmoſt receſſes of the ſoul, that 


he knew what was in man, and needed none to 
inform his omniſcience of the latent principles 
and ſecret deſigns of his creatures, any more than 
with their open external conduct. Accordingly we 
read that God will bring into the judgment of the 
zreat day every ſecret thing, both good and evil: 
hat he will judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus 
Chriſt. He now exerciſes a providence over the 
world, and obſerves the ways of men for this ve- 
purpoſe : *© His eyes run to and fro through 
the whole earth, beholding the evil and the good, 
that is done under the fun.” „He knows our 
down fitting and upriſing, and underftandeth our 
thoughts hr of.” Our whole heart and foul hes 
open and naked to the view of him who knows 
all things; nor is there any work of darkneſs 
hidden from that God who is perfectly acquaint- 
ed with all our ways. For to him the © night 
ſhineth as the day, and the darkneſs and the light 
er EG e TS 
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are both alike.” All our moſt latent ſins and an 
virtues are in the light of his countenance; and PA. II. 
there is nothing covered and ſecreted that ſhall wow 
not be revealed, or hidden that ſhall not be known. 
- . Moreover by their words alſo, how little 
regard ſoever men now pay to them, they ſhall 
be then juſtified, and by their words they ſhall be 
condemned. For of every idle word that men 
ſhall ſpeak, and much more then of every pro- 
fane, falſe, wicked and ſlanderous word, they ſhall 
give an account in the day of judgment. And 
therefore men muſt not think, that all their lewd and 
filthy talk, all cheir raſh oaths and imprecations, 
all their atheiſtical diſcourſe, and profane jeſts 
upon religion and the holy ſcriptures, all their 
calumnies and flanders of good men, all 
their officious lies to ſerve a preſent turn and oc» 
caſion, will paſs for nothing at the judgment of 
the great day. No, the judge himſelf hath ex- 
preſly told us, that of all ſuch words, men ſhall 
give an account, in the day of judgment,” 
AND further all our open, publick, and overt 
actions, ſhall then be brought into the account, 
from firſt to laſt, what we have done, and 
what we have neglected to do, in reference to re- 
ligion and the ſervice of God: — The fins and 
duties imputable to us, as they reſpe& God im- 
mediately, as they reſpect our neighbor and our- 
ſelyes: Our piety and profaneneſs, our righte- 
ouſneſs and injuſtice, our charity and unkindneſs, 
our benevolence and malice, in the outward ex- 
preſſions as well as inward principles of them, our 
ſobriety and intemperance, the effects of our pride 
and humility, our meekneſs and paſſion, our ava- 
rice and heavenlineſs, and in a word, the up- 
rightneſs and perverſeneſs of our whole conver- 
lation. We have all of us talents committed to 
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XIV. our truſt, for which we are accountable to our 
A II. great Lord, maſter and judge, who will look in- 
c our improvements; weigh our actions in all 
their circumſtances, and aſſign us, reſpectively, 
our righteous reward. ie Bt: 50 
Ix ſome caſes alſo the virtues and vices of 
others will be, in a meaſure chargeable to us, 

whoſe characters and conduct have been formed 3 
or affected by our oe or ill example, advice V 
or management. For in many caſes we make = 
ourſelves partakers of other men's fins and vir- = 
tues, when they are actuated and governed by ;\ © 
| 2 our countenance, perſwaſion and counſel, And 
[| a moſt happy conſideration it is, to have been 
dene forming the minds and manners 
8 of others to religion and virtue; becauſe he that 
3. winneth fouls 1s wile, and ©* they that be w/e 
ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, 
and they that turn many to righteouſneſs, as the 
ſtars forever and ever.” Bur miſerable indeed 
will all ſuch be as have been devils to others, int 
training them up to vice, in leading and inticing 
f them into fin, and giving countenance to their 
| wickedneſs : Such foul murderers and debau- 
j chees, whether male or female, living and dying 
| in impenitence, muſt expect to go away with pe- 
3 culiar marks of a divine vengeance, into ever- 
laſting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 


| « Wz muſt render an account to this great 
judge, ſays one, for our inward as well as out- 
ward actions; for the acts of our minds and eve- 
ry thought ſpringing up there, eſpecially if it be 
cheriſhed and entertained there; for all our ſe- 
cret deſigns, purpoſes and intentions, as well as 
for the words that we ſpeak, and the outward: 
ations which we do: Whatever we have —_ 
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and deſigned, ſpoken and declared, accompliſhed D. XIV. 
and done, will then be. conſidered and examined, PA. II. 
and we ſhall be Judged for it. We muſt like iſe 


give an account of all our civil as well as religi- 
ous actions, of our behavior towards men in all 
our dealing and intercourſe with them, as well 


as of our demeanor towards God in the duties of 
his more immediate worſhip and ſervice. The. 
neglect and omiſſions of our duty in any kind. 
will alſo come under conſideration, as well as 


our commiſſions of evil. A ſtrict account like- 


wiſe will be exacted of all talents which God hath 

entruſted us with, of all the abilities, opportu- 
nities and advantages, we ever had of doing ſer- 
vice to God and good to men, and whether we 
have made anſwerable improvements of them, 


for the glory of God, and the benefit and ad- 


vantage of men. We muſt be accountable like- 


wiſe tor words and actions of leſs moment and 


conſequence, as well as for thoſe of greater weight 


and concernment ; for thoſe which were done in 
ſecret and in the greateſt darkneſs and privacy, 


as well as for thoſe which were done in public, 
and in the open view and light of the world; 
for the good and evil which hath been done by 
ourſelves and in our own perſons, and for what 


hach been done by others, by our command 


and countenance, and from the influence of our 
counſel and perſwaſion or example, or which we 


have been any ways acceſſary to hinder or pro- 
mote; and laſtly for the manner and circumſtan- 
ces of our actions, as well as for the matter and 
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ſubſtance of them ; all theſe will be ſurveyed and Dr. Til- 
ſtrictly ſearched into, and weighed in an exact lotfon, 


ballance, that we may receive a reward or pu- 
piſhment proportionable to them.“ NEVER 


, 4 ; | 


DRV, Nxvetriitrres it has been thought that the” 
PA. II. ſins and enormiries of the righteous, which are 
ws truly repented off, and fo not imputed to them, 
ſhall have a veil drawn over them in that day, 
and not be mentioned and publiſhed to the 
world, to their ſhame and diſhonor, but be buri- 
ed in eternal filence and oblivion { Which is a 


to their confuſion in the ears of men and angels. 


Rev. 20. 
11. 


„ 
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conſideration that might induce finn«rs to repent 
and turn to God, and break of their fins by righ- 


teouſnels, that their tranſgreſſions being blotted 


out, their paſt impieties and abominations may 
not be recollected in that day, and proclaimed 


5. TRE manner of the judgment, and ſome grand 
circumſtances attending it are to be conſidered, 
We can indeed underſtand no more concerning 


the particular forms and circumſtantial proce- 


dure of this laſt judicial trial, than God has been 


pleaſed to reveal theſe things to us in the holy 
{criptures, which, though it is ſufficient in every 


practical view, yet may not fully ſatisfie our curi- 
oſity and all our ſpeculative enquiries. 

Ix alluſion to the forms of earthly judicatures, 
we read that the judgment ſhall fir, and the 


books ſhall be opened, and ſmall and great, even 


, of the dead as well as living ſhall ſtand before 


General 

r 
o- 

ceſs, 2 


% 


God, and be judged out of the things, written 
in thoſe books. The general proceſs cf the 
great day we have given us by our Lord and 
judge himſelf, in the 25th chapter of St. Mathew. 


The ſon of man ſhall come in his glory, attend- 


ed by the heavenly hoſt, and ſhall ſit upon the 
throne of his glory, called by St. John in the 


revelations, a great white throne, and all nations 


ſhall be gathered before him, and as a ſhepherd. 


diſpoſes 


of the great Day. 49s 


diſpoſes his flocks into proper claſſes, dividing D. XIV. 
the ſheep from the goats, ſo the great judge of PA. II. 
quick and dead, having thus ſummoned - the 
whole world, at his ſpacious and tremendous bar, 

will ſeparate them by the miniſtry of holy angels, 

one from another, even the wicked from amon 

the juſt, and place them at his right and left 

hand, and paſs ſentence upon them, according to 

their moral and true characters, which the tryal 

of that day will demonſtrate. For theſe are 

the words of the great judge „ Then ſhall the 

king ſay-unto them on his right hand, come ye 

bleſſed of my father, inherit the kingdom prepa- 

red for you, from the foundation of the world. 

For I was an hungry and ye gave me meat: 
&c.”—— And this moving and moſt intereſting 
ſentence will be executed as ſoon as pronounced, 

for it follows“ And theſe ſhall go away 

into everlaſting puniſhment ; but the righteous 

into life eternal, 

Wr may not pretend to enter into nice and 
curious enquiries, or deſcend into all the parti- 
culars of this great and important trial : As how 
far forth ſaints and angels, ſhall aſſiſt and bear a 
part in the judment : How far forth it ſhall be 
particular, in regard of perſons and actions: In 
what order and ſucceſſion this vaſt multitude, of 
all forts and conditions of perſons, ſhall make their 
advances directly before the throne. : Or what 
general and quick meaſures the great judge will 
take, to accompliſh the work of that amazing 
day: In what ways he will ay open the cha- 
racers of men, and make manifeſt the ſecrets of 
the heart and deeds of darkneſs : Whether any 
evidence will be needed or made ule of, ne 

| | | "ng 3. 
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D. XIV. the authentic records of conſcience, that book of 
PR. II. God, which being produced and laid open re» 
WO veals every man's fate and character, and is in- 
ſtead of a thouſand witneſſes to juſtify and con- 
demn, and make manifeſt the th, to all, whe- 
ther actors or ſpectators. 80 much is very cer- 
tain, that God will fully vindicate his ways to 
men, and will appear to be juſtified When he 
ſpeaks and clear when he judges ; and to this 
end the aſſize will be general, and all men and 
ages of men ſhalf appear in the ſame court, be- 
fore the ſame judge, at the ſame time. F or the 
vindication of God's juſtice and impar'iality, and 
the OE manifeſtation of the righteous and 
confulion of the wicked, ſays one, all mankind 
ſhall be ſummoned to appear and be judged at 
once. For ſince many good men have been a 
ſcorn and derifion to their neighbors, have done 
many good actions in private, which no eye but 
| n of heaven hath ſeen; and had their ſanctity 
| and godlineſs traduced, as an affectation of ſin- 
4 gularity, or an artful diſguiſc to conceal ſome la- 
rent knavery; tis highly requiſite that God 
ſhould juſtify theſe men, who ſuffer infamy and 
reproach for his ſake, And what a glorious vin» 
dication is this, to have our integrity proclaimed, 
our private charity and good offices mentioned, 
ahd our prayers and tears and penitential mourn- 
ings highly commended and rewarded, in the 
general aſſembly of men and angels, if we can 
but have patience to. wait for it ? And on the 
other kand, though wickedneſs be many times 
very glorious and triumphant in this world, con- 
cealed from the eyes of men, or ded over 
"mh the form and appearance of ar ; 298 
| when | 
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beg 3 ght ſhall be ſlruck thro? all the, works of DXIVU. 
darknefs, thro? all the receiſes of ſubtilty, thro' PA. II. 
all the diſguiſes of hypocriſy ; when the maſk hal 


be pulled off from all diſſembled virtues, and every 
vice appear in its proper colours: when theſe great 
and arrogant men ſhall be ſtripped of their riches 
and. honor and power, and fee all their admirers 
and companions trembling for fear of what is com- 
ing upon them, as well as themſelves, deſpiſed and 
ſcorned by God and his holy angels; is it poſſible 
but that confuſion muſt cover their faces, and their 
being expoſed to the public ſcorn and cenſure, add 
a great deal of bitterneſs to their condemnation, 


And (what will aggravate their ſhame, as well as 


prove a future argument for their appearing before 


the judgment-ſeat, all at once) tis not unlikel 

that thoſe who have had any relation, . intercourſe 
and concern in this life, thoſe who have obliged or 
outraged, reformed or debauched their neighbors, 
ſhall be ranged, as it were, within view, and bro't 


to a reacquaintance with each other. And if ſo, 


where ſhall the ſinner and ungodly appear? How will 
the unrighteous judge be abaſhed, when he is con- 
fronted by ſuch as he has unjuſtly condemned : and 
the oppreſſor turn pale when he ſees thoſe he har- 
raſed out of their right and robbed of their caſe 
and fatisfaftion ? What an unacceptable company 


will” they be, at their ſecond meeting, who have 


been brethren in iniquity, chambering and wanton- 


neſs, in ſtrife and envy, who have combined for 
public violence, and facrificed, not meerly ſingle 
perſons and families, but whole towns and king- 
doms 'to their private revenge ? The Alexanders 


_ and Czfars and all Nimrods of the earth, how will 


they curſe the madneſs of their ambition, when 
. T1 thole 
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D:XTV. thoſe thouſands of orphans and widows, they havy | 
PA; II. made, appeat before the throne againſt them? How 
Vill they be aſtoniſhed when armies and whole na- 
tions of murdered men ſtand round about, aud cha- 
mor for vengeance againſt them? On the contrary, 
what a reviving ſight will it be to meet with thoſe 
whom we have relieved in neceflity, reduced from 
error, recovered from vice. and defended from un- 
juſt reproach ? Such perfons will look like guardian 
angels about us, and fortify us againſt the terrors 

f that dreadful day.“ N 9 © 
Ix reference to thoſe grand circumſtances and 
Some great e, mmon events that ſhall accompany the tranſ- 
concomi · actions of that day, it may be obſerved, that how- 
tant erents ever ſtupid and inattentive a ſecure world may be, 
ſo that the day of the Lord ſhall come upon them 
as a thief in the night, yet many portentous ſigns 
and wonders ſha)l preceed it: for our Lord under 
the type of Terlidina and its approaching deſtruc- 
tion, ſeems to paint the greater and more diſtant 
ſcene of final judgment and conſummation of all 
things. And there ſhall be figns in the ſun, 
and in the moon and in the ſtars: and upon the 
Lak. 21. Earth diſtreſs of nations, wich perplexity, the ſea 
25,— and the waves roating ; mens hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking after thoſe things that 
are coming on the earth: for the powers of hea- 
Math. 24. Thall be ſhaken. * The ſun ſhall be darkned;and 
29.— The moon ſhall not give her light, and the ftars 
ſhall fall from heaven, Sc. 
Axp further upon this will follow the vi ſible 
appearance of the great judge, in flaming fire, ſeated 
upon a cloud of glory, with ten thouſand times 
Dan. 3. ten thouſand of the heavenly hoſt miniſtring unto 
10. him : In the open view of the admiring. world. will 
1 — 
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ſhall ſee him, and they alſo which pierced 


of him.” „ Then ſhall appear the ſign of the 
ſon of man in heaven : and then ſhall all the tribes 
* of the earth mourn, and they ſhall ſee the ſon of 
wan coming, in the clouds of heaven with power 
* and great glory.“ e 
Mogzoves a mighty angel ſhall ſtand 25 
with the ſound of a trumpet, even the trumpet © 
God, alarm the world, and fummon dead and living 
to appear before the grand tribunal. And | 
ſhall ſend his angels with a great ſound of a trum- 
pet, and they ſhall gather together his ele&, from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other.” 2 
Tax general reſurrection of the dead, that pow - 
erful ſtupendous event, will precede the judgment, 
as preparative thereto : © all chat are in their graves”? 
in every corner of the earth, the dead of all, even 


that ſleep in the earth ſhall awake, ſome to ever- 1 
lating fe, and ſome to ſhame and everlaſting con- 
temps.” be ſea alſo ſhall give up her dead; 
and death and hades fhall deliver up the dead that 
are in them.“ * | : | 7%% 2 
Tux dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt : 4 Every man 
in his own order : Chriſt the firſt froits, afterwards 
they that are Chriſt's at his coming“ And 
bleſſed and holy is he that hath part in the firſt re- 
ſurrection; over ſuch the ſecond death hath no 
power.” God will gather together his ele. 
| | 14 MokE OVER 
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be deſcend with his glorious train: Fox we read, D.XIV. 

10 Behold he cometh with 5 and ev. ry eye PA. 1 
bin 6 


and all the kindreds of the earth ſhall wail becauſe Rer. 1. y. 


the mol} ancient ages, wherever driven or ſcattered, pn. 12. 
jo the revolutions of time, “ ſhall hear the voice 2. 
of the Son. of man and come forth.“ "They ge 
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NIV. " Moxtven, Ge the apoſtle, « Behold I ſhew 
PA. II. 15 a myſtery; we ſhall not all ſleep, but we ſhall 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
ee he laſt trump (for the trumpet ſhall ſound) 
1Cor. 15. and the dead ſhall be raiſed. incorruptible, and we 
$14 $2153 [the living] ſhall be changed. For this corrupti- 
ble muſt put on incorruption.; and this mortal muſt 
put on immortality,” He that cap. raiſe the dead 
of all ages to new life, can alſo, without their ſee- 
ing death, change the living ſaints into immoral. 
glorious beings. . 
ErxaLLy the ſaints ſhall be caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air, and be raiſcd far above thoſe 
ſcenes of impending ruin and horror, that are juſt 
diſcloſing upon this forſaken earth, condemned to 
the flames: and after the tryal of the day is over, 
joining the cæleſtial hoſt and triumph, will aſcend 
in joyful choirs to the everlaſting happy poſſeſſion 
of that kingdom prepared for them, - that fair. in- 
hericance that awaits them in the heavens : while 
in the mean time,the wicked, the reprobate accurſed 
multitude, herded with devils, are left bebine ſufferin 
the vengeance of cternal fire. For the. — 
* tonflagration now ſucceeds, and . the earth and 
all the works that are therein ſhall be burnt up. 
For the heavens and the earth that are now are 
reſerved unto fire, againſt the day + of judgment and 
1 of ungodly men!“ 
Which brings us to the laſt thing * viz. 
Sthly. To urge it upon all ing. ans to make 
ir their great concern and endeavor to ſtand -. 
. to and finally to be accepted by, their great 
ord and judge. For ſeeing all. 2 things 
ſhall be diſſolved, what manner © rlons ought 
ye to de! in all holy converſacion Lp godlineſs ?“ 
Looking 


Dr 


2 Pet. 3. 


of the great Nu.. 


Looking for and haſting to be prepared unto, the D. XIV. 
coming of the day of God, wherein he hea- P 
vens being on fire ſhall be diſſolved, and the ele -N 
ments ſhall melt with fervent heat. Nevertheleſs, © 
we, according to his promiſe, look for new hea- Chriſtiars' 
vens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſ- uiged 10 


neſs.” Wherefore, beloved, ſeeing that ye look Pforte 
for ſuch things, be diligent that ye may be found _— 


of him in peace, without ſpot, and blameleſs.“ judge. 


Under the view of this future reckoning, this 
diſſolution and reſtitution of all things let us ex- 


erciſe ourſelves always to have a conſcience void of 


offence, towards God and towards men. Knowing 
theſe terrors of the Lord, as the apoſtle obterves 
in the verſe following our text, the miniſters of 
the goſpel, under a deep impreſſion of their truth 
and reality, ſet themſelves to convince and per- 
ſwade men of their 00x ſincerity, and the great 
importance and neceſſity of the thing, when they 
urge them to attend to the one thing needful, and 
labor to be found of their judge in peace. And 
they feel themſelves prompted and forcibly con- 
ſtrained, thus to perſwade and admoniſh them, be- 
cauſe it will be a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God, and to be ſubjected to 
the killing frowns of that meek, but almighty in- 


cenſed judge, who ſitteth upon the throne, and to 


the wrath of the lamb. A mighty aggra vation, it 
muſt needs be, of the ſinner's condemnation, that 
the dreadful ſentence is paſſed upon him by the 


only Savior; the moſt merciful Son of God him- 


ſelf, who, by his redeeming, bat {lighted abuſed 
love and grace, has laid him under the moſt amaz- 
ing -obligations | How ſtrongly enhanced the guilt 
of proflagate unholy 1 who enjoy ugh! 

1 1 
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B xtv. and advatitages ſo much ſuperior to the reſt of man- 
IPA. II. Lad? "How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglet ſo great. 
CV llvation as the goſpel ? C R aggr 
vated” puniſhment and ſevere beating of — = 
faithful wicked ſervant; who knety his mbſter's Pill | 
and did it not? If we continue thus faithlefs, un- 
ateful and diſobedient, will not our Lord come 
a day when we look not for him]; and in an hour 
„ien we are not aware, and cut us aſunder, with 
the cords of his wrath, and appvint us our portion 
wich hypotrites and unbelievers; there ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teetn. 
Wr are all all how upon trial, my hearers, for 
- everlaſting ages: and muſt ſhortly give up an ac- 
count of our ſtewardſhi 5 and be reckoned with, 
for the talents reſpectivſy intruſted to our improve- 
ment in the preſent 12 And O! how incon- 
fiderable is time compared with eternity; and the 
welfare of this periſhing body, when bro't into 
competition with the more — intereſts of 
the immortal ſoul? Good and Evil are the proper- 
ties of eternity, and are ſcarcely applicable to this 
momentary exiſtence: He is happy who is ſo for- 
fog and te is miſerable whoſe any is overkaſt- 
ID Fa) 
Mow: ainch er it eoncern us ane as in 
: the firſt place to have bur peace made wich God, 
und to be juſtified in 517 f. by: through: faith ia the 
blood of his ſon else fo to ſtand continua lly 
| approved in the eye of our judge; labouting that = 
| - 71 or abſent; whether living or dying. 
* accepted of him! Ought we, dot, my 
| — to give ALL DILIGENCE to make our-gall- 
* ing and election ſure, and io add to out faich, virtue, 
by > mad temperance, | xa 
N 5 nels 
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of the great Day. 


neſt, charity, that theſe things being in ns, and a- D. 
bounding, we may not be barren or unftuitful in P 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviout Jeſus Y 


Chriſt ? O let us be up and doing, and that with 
our might, whatſoe ver our hand findeth to do, 
working while the day and the light Jaſts, becauſe 


night and darkneſs are coming on, wherein no man 
can work. For as it is appointed unto man once 


to die, ſo after deach is the judgment, when everg 
due muſt receive the things done in the body, ac- 


cording to that he hath done, whether it be good or 


bad. Then our wonkk will come into conſidera- 
tion, and our juſtification and condemnation will 
have direct reference to them: Then the reward 


of our hands will be given us, and the good and 


evil of our paſt lives will be things of infinite and 
everlaſting importance to us. 

Inpezv perfection of obedience and unerring 
virtue will not be found, in that day, even in the 


ſaints themſelves ; nor is this the term of their ac- 
n finally with their great Lord and maſters 


The ſervants of Chriſt never indented for the per- 
formance of ſuch a ſervice as this, nor did their 


Lord require it: for tho! they are compleatly juſti- 


fied before God, by his blood, yet they are not 
wholly ſanctified His blood is a perfect atonement 
to the believing, but the obedience of faith was 
never ſuppoſed to be a penfect ſervice : Neverthe- 
leſs, the ſaved of the Lord will then be found poſ- 


ſeſſed of chat ſincerity, uprightneſs and conſtancy 

in righteouſneſs, which, in a qualified ſenſe, is, ac- 

©. cording to ſcripture, ſometimes called perteRion, 
and which ſhall intitle them to the ſipulated crown 
and gloriqus recompence at the hands of their righ- 

teous judge and ſavior. But the uubelieving and 
3 2 : 1 y ; 
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XIV. habitually wieked; ure never juſtiſied, or veſted in 
. II. the privileges and immunities of Chriſt's ſervants N 
und covenant - people, and cannot help 2 : 
condemnation in the"final judgment. 
- Anp «did men ſeriouſly believe theſe: a 
and were they affected with them w e 
they could not but have a wonderful e 
their lives, to make us become the ſervants of Chi, 
and take hold of God's covenant, and likewiſe to 
make us more watchful over our ways, and to tread 
every ſtep of our lives more warily. We could 
not commit iniquity with ſo much greedineſs and 
| pleaſure, and ruſh into ſin as the horſe ruſheth in o 
the battle, without any fear or conſideration, were 
we verily perſuaded that every evil action we do in 
this life, will be matter of charge and accufation 
againſt us in the day of judgment. "Therefore 
when we are doing any thing, we ſhould aſk our- 
ſclves,will not this alſo come into judgment? When 
we are engag'd in any wicked deſign or vicious 
courſe, we ſhould conſider with what face will this 
act of violence and oppreſſion, of fraud and cozen- 
age, of filthy lewdneſs ind brutiſh appearance, ap- 
— at the great day? How will it Jook whenGod 
M arife to judgm Hows 6a When we are careleſs and 
remiſs, {light and ſuperficial, in the ſervice of God. 
and dutics of his wor ſhip. we ſhould remember that 
God takes notice of all this, and we muſt give an 
account to him for the manner as well as the ma ier 
of our actions. If the actions of. our lives were 
tranſient, and the conſequence of them -were over 
ſo ſoon as they were done, and no memorial of 
them would remain hereafter; if they would die 
with us, and never riſe up in judgment againſt us; 
n not to 3ake ſo much heed to chem i but 
by | we 


0 — 
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| wa do all things for eternity, and every action of D. XIV. 
| this life will — PR. II. 
: eternal ſtate. +: WWVNJ 
Warn indeed this great and moſt intereſlag pe- 
riod ſhall arrive, is not for us to ſay; and it is cer- 
tain many have been too curious and poſitive with 
regard to the times the father hath put in his own 
power, and the event has proved their miſtake. But 
this we know, that the thing is not only certain, but 
the time is fixed, for God hath appointed d day, in 
which he will judge the world in rightoouldeſs, by 
that man whom he ha!h ordained; -- - - | 
TI wou p only add further, that before this grand 
period, the end of the world, the reſtoration ot all 
—— and the general judgment, it is thought: that 
according to the doctrine of the holy ſcriptures, a 
glorious time will-come, when, by — power and 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and under his ki 
ly adminiſtration, his goſpel ſhall obtain a univer Il 
Good, and his kingdom be greatly advanced in the 
world, and the myſtery of grace take a more gene- 
ral and viſible effect than ever it has yet done, by 
che coming in of th: fulneſs of the Gentiles, and 
the recovery and ſal vation of God's ancient 
the ſews. St. Paul's reaſoning upon the ſubject may v. 15. 
be ſeen at large, in the 11th chapter of his epiſtle to 
the Romans. For if the caſting away of them be 
the reconci:ing.of the world; what ſhall the receiv- 
ing of them be but life from the dead ?” If the fruit 
and conſequence of the Jew's: apoltacy and reproba- 
tion was ſo happy with regard to the reſt of the world, 
and they have had the. goſpel preached to them , 
and are become God's people, who were not his ——4 age 
people, how much more happy may we ſuppoſe fore told. 
their re · election and in · gathering will be to it, even 
FY AL 
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DIV. as the general a efuretin om he grove ? 'There 


PA. IL * 5 — of 
eee extent and glory of the — 


WY Ln goons; 
kingdom, that [ſeem — yet to be fully ac- 
| 2 according to the ufual and gradual fol» 
 filment of other divine But the time 
when this happy wra: commence is likewiſe 
attended with uncertainty: nor ſhall I, at preſent, 
attempt the determination of the time, or the deſ- 
cri of the nature and glory of that golden age: 
. — ſo to the reflections and improvement. 
. AGREABLE to what we have heard, it plain- 
by ape ppears that revelation ab verifies and 
Fully eſtabliſhes, that dictate of natural rea ſon, and 
— principle of all religion, that virtue ſhall 
be rewarded and vice puniſhed. God has plac 
us, under the apoſtacy, in a ſtate of perſonal trial 
How the bom CD and we ſtand or fall every one or 
— * the father ſhall not die for the ini 
conſtituti- of the ſon, or the ſon for the tran — 
83 father, but every one ſhall receive in the next 
world, according to the deeds that he has done in 
this, and be happy or miſerable, in a way and de- 
gree anſwerable to his own character. Such as by 
divine grace and the concurring help of heaven, 
repent and turn to God, embrace the goſpel, and 
| Thbje themſelves to the ſceptre and government 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are not pardoned, juſti- 
fied, accepted, are deliver'd from the curſe of God's 
law, and there is no condemnation belongs _ | 
them: and being thus at fred with heaven, and 
become the fervants and of the great re- 
dieemer, living under his — —— to his 
fear and glory, ſpall finally receive the reco 
of their righteoulneks, from the hands of the great 


Judge, 


9 
5 
5 


. + Arbitrary, becauſe the word according is uſed 


of the great Day. 


judge, even the reward. of the inheritance, becauſe D:XIV. 
they; ſorve the. Lord Chriſt. But ſuch as continue PA, II. 


impenitent and diſobedient, and negle& the 


| great LYN 
ſalvation, abide under the wrath. of God. continu- | 
ally, the ſentence of condemnation is never taken 
off, and becauſe they have not laid hold on the 


hope ſet before them, but are of the number of 
{ach as do evil, and are contentious and obey not 
the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, therefore the 
time, the dreadful time is haſtening oh, when they 
ſhall be rightevully & actually ſentenced to that amaz- 
ing & everlaſting wrath of God, which is now reveal- 
ed from heaven, in the goſpel, againſt all unrighte- 
ouſneſs and ungodlineſs of men, who hold the truth 
in unrighteouſneſs. For God will render to eve 

man according to his deeds. The wicked ſhall be 
puniſhed not meerly according to their wickedneſs, 


as to the degree and meaſure of it, but for or be- 


cauſe of their unrighteouſneſs and impiety : and 
ſo in reference to the righteous, their virtue and 


piety is rewarded by that God who loveth righte- 


ouſneſs and hateth iniquity, and the degree of their 


glory is proportioned to them. Upon the foot of 


redeeming 


P That diſtinction which ſome con ſiderable, but many more 


. Incon(ilerable writers ſometimes make, that men ſhall 
be rewarded according to their works, but not for their 
Works, appeared to me always arbitrary and $150 
n common 

for the righteous and the wicked; ſo that if, when it is 


.  faid, the wicked are rewarded according to their wicked- 
© Heſs, It intends that they are rewarded for their wicked- 
nee, as well as anſwerable to the degree of it; why for 
+ /' "the ſame reaſon ſhould it not be underſtood with regard 
to the righteous, that they are rewarded for, or on ac- 
|... count of their righteouſneſs, as well as in porportion to 
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D:XIV. redeeming grace and the conſtitution of the goſpel, 


PA. IL thereligion of nature again takes 


* 


1 it! Goountle/; becauſe reward and ſervice are correlates, 
| and the very notion of a reward ſuppoſes n /ervice,'to 


. warded ? 

_ "rewarded for our work ? The word according, which is 
ſo much uſed in the holy ſcriptures in this caſe, is very 
fi:nificant, becauſe it conveys, at the ſame time, the idea, 
both of quality and proportion; and ſhews that moral 
actions ſhall be rewarded agreable to their nature, and to 


us eternkl liſe is certain; 
/, at the hasds of God. 44 it is the git of God tine 
Jeſus Chriſt dar Lord :“ Whereas conſidered in the ligb 


place, ſo far forth 
5 ”) M4 28 


which it has relation, and on the account of which it is 


granted. And moreover the very proportioning a reward 


to 1 ſetvice, implies that the ſervice or virtue itſelf is re- 


 warded :=— To abftraQ the degree of a thing from the 
thing it/elf in this caſe is very refined and metaphyſical 
indeed. But if virtue; as to the nature of it, be not re- 
_ -warded, as well as the degree of it, why may not the de- 
gree of any thing be rewarded'as well as that of virtue 

and piety ? Or how, upon this ſuppoſition, is that dictate 


and R of nature verified, that virtue ſhall be re- 
hat is it;to have our work rewarded, but to be 


the degrees of virtue and vice that attend them. 
That our imperfe& works of righteouſneſs, are rewarded, 
as a matter of proper debt and ab/o/ute merit, or even ac- 
cording to the conſtitution and covenant of Adam, of 


lay and nature, is far from being true: But that works 
of faith and loye and fincere chriſtian obedience, ſhall 
de gracieuſy rewarded in the conflitution of the redeemer 


or the new-covenant, none will pretend to dery. And 
that ſuch reward of grace is no ways inconſiſtent with our 
Lord's purcha/e and juſtification by Sis righteouſneſs, has 


been fully ſhewn in the foregoing diſcourſes. So that it 
may be added, that the diſtinction mentioned at firſt, a- 


mong other things, is an unnecgſary one. To ſay indeed 
that Chriſt bas purchaſed for us the reward of eternal 
life, ſeems not ſo intelligifle :—That he has purcha/ed for 
t then conſidered 47 bis pur- 


of a rcvard, we become Aatitled to it not mee h as a: gift, 


Which has no felation to works of righteouſneſs which 


we. have done,” as in the former caſe, hut under the 


character of fairb/al ſer vast: of bim, who has thus 
tedeemed us to God by his blood.“ | 


of the great Day. 


as in the primitive Rate of things, and of innocence; 


but of grace; and in the way of the new-covenant : 


and the condemnation and puniſhment of the wick - 
ed and rebellious is according to reaſon and nature, 
truth and juſtice. Let us frequently and with great 
ſeriouſneſs and concern reflect upon that day and 
the circumſtances of it, and the events that ſhall 
accompany it, when we mult all appear before the 
judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the recompenſe of the things done in the body. 


O the folemnity of that important day, when the Reflection 


everlaſting fate of all mortals ſhall be depending; 
and all the ſons and daughters of Adam that fever 
lived, good and bad, ſhall' at once appear before 
their judge, and ſtand at his left hand or right! 
«© What a tragical ſpectacle will it be when all the 
wicked world come to make their appearance toge= 
ther before their judge, an innumerable company 
of ſelf· condemned wretches, quaking and tremb- 
ling under the dire expectations of a fearful and 
irrevocable doom, with weeping eyes, pale looks, 


gaſhly countenances, boding the miſerabla fate that 


'attends- them; and crying out to the tocks and 
mountains to fall on them and hide them from the 
face of him that ſitetth upon the throne, and from 
*the wrath of the lamb! - On the other hand, what 
a bright and charming ſcene ariſes, the whole army 


of ſhining faints, clad with robes of immortality, 


reſplendent as the ſun and ſtars in their reſpective 
orders, all the holy prophets and apoſth s, the army 
of martyrs and univerſal church, aſſembled before 
their bleſt redeemer, and accompanying him, thro? 


* che le 
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as the condition of the world, andthe circumſtances P. XIV. 
of ſinners and apoſtates will admit of it. There PA, II. 
is 4 reward for: the righteous, not indeed of debt, 


ups 


laſt day. 
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The | Aug 
theſe lower regions home to the glorious manſions 
above prepared to receive them? Nas 
Wirt O my foul will thy ſtanding be in chat 
pleaſing dreadful day! What will then be thy ac- 
count, and what thy expectations! Art thou now 
reconciled to God, and art thou faithful in his co- 
venant ? What O my conſcience has paſt in former 
life ! And what are thy future reſolutions? Doſt 
thou' go on ſtill jn impenitence, heaping up wrath 
againſt the day of wrath and revelation of this righ- 
teous judgment of God? Or having broke off thy 
fins" by righteouſneſs, and ſecured the favor of 
heaven, doſt thou now fo order thy. converfation, 
as that thou mayeſt hope finally to ſee the ſalva- 
tion of God ? Again briefly. 

Is the judgment of the great day certain, as well 
as awfully ſolemn ? {hrs let us not heſitate _—_— 
making the proper and neceſſary preparation for it, 
and for heed which precedes it, End us over 
to it. Death may be near to us, and in that view, 
it may be ſaid, © Behold the judge ſtandeth at 
the door,” althoꝰ the general judgment ſhould be 
at a great diſtance, placed beyond the revolution of 
many ages and mighty changes that muſt intervene. 

Is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the judge? Let the 
thought ſtrike the wicked with amazement ; for 
how will they endure the fight of their incenſed in- 
juted Redeemer, now coming into the world in 
great power and glory, to condemn the wicked: 
world, and not as heretofore, that the world thro? 
him might be ſaved: But let it inſp.re the righte- 
ous with the higheſt joy and confidence, and the 
moſt grateful ſtudious endeavor to be accepted of 
bim, and to ſtand continually approved in his fight. 


"Ie" - | Must 


F tbe great N Day. 511 


Nos all appear at this grand tribunal, of every D, XIV. 
age and condition ? Then let none think themſelves PA. II. 
exempted, or live as tho they were not accountable AL 
to the God that made them; How unaccountable, 
how unreaſonable ſuch a conduct in any of the ſons 
of men, whether lords or ſlaves, high or low, rich 
Or poor. 
usr we give an account of all the deeds done 

in the body ? Then let us carefully attend to our 
whole converſation and deportment in life — Fo 
the thoughts and imaginations of our hearts, that 
they be not vain and trifling, impious and impure,— 
to the words of our lips, that they be not evil, 
flanderous and falſe, that no corrupt communication 
proceed out of our mouth, but that our ſpeech be 
always ſavory, diſcreet and edifying—and to ofic 
whole external behavior, that it be ſober, virtuous 
and as becometh godlineſs. Never let us wilful 
offend in one point, or make light of little fins, or 
account any part of our converſation as a matter 
of indifference in the fight of God. * 

Is the time uncertain, when we ſhall be called 
to appear before God ? Let this excite us to be al- 
ways ready, that at what time ſoever our Lord 
ſhall call for us, we may be found watching, and 
like unto men that wait for their Lord, and be able 
to give up our account with joy and not with grief. 

| ip Hg is there a righteous proportion to 
be obſerved between the ſervice to be performed, 
and the reward to be aſſigned ? Then let us aſpire 
at a high ſeat in bliſs, and become laudably.ambiti- 
ous, of being great in the kingdom of God, and 
ſhining as ſtars of the firſt magnitude, in the cæleſ- 
tial firmament. And let us fear on the other hand 
leſt from a priviledged and exalted lation in this 


world, 
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DIV. — we e fall under a nt — * 
PA. II. ſink the e 
hae been great ſinners 


into miſery in, the next. If we 
and prodigats, in time paſt, 
let us double our diligence, redeem the time, and 
atone for paſt neglects. If much is forgiven us, 
we ſhould love: much, and now aim to excel in 
wiſdom as much as we have done in folly. 

FinaLLy, is the] ent eternal, and the ſen- 
tence. irrevocable, that is to be peſſad upon us? 
Then let this geigbening circumſtance, this vaſtly 
important conſideration, that that day will fix our 
condition forever, ſtir us up to a proportionable di- 
ligence, and fill us with an anſwerable concern and 
ſolicitude to obtain the approbation, "7 be foupd 
at the right hand of our judge : Fot if there” is 
a certain joy or terror goes along with the ſentence 
of an earthly judge, according as it juſtifies or con- 
demus us, muſt not then the pleaſure or the jap 
be quite. inſupportable, that ſhall accompany tho 

91derous M2 of the great judge of all the world, 
in that laſt day, Come ye bleſſed of my father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for * Go ye 
K curfed | into ever * tre.“ ets 
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Now of the Things which we have ﬀ 
ſpoken, this is the Sum. iz. 


HAT God made man, at firſt, an upright _ 
| as well as reaſonable creature, . .. Diſ V. 

moral powers, deſigned for happineſs & immortality PA. I. 
in an earthly paradiſe; ſubjected him to the law of 

nature and reaſon, wrote by his maker's finger upon 

the table of his heart; prohibited the mortal fruit of 

a certain tree, as a ſpecial trial of his fidelity, and 
required univerſal obedience to the divine will, in 

his primitive ſtate, as the condition of lite and fa- 

vor, and denounced death as the wages and puniſh- 

ment of diſobedience. According to which origi- 

nal conſtitution of God and nature, the reward is 

not of grace but of debt. 

THar the obligation of the law of nature is eter- 
nal and immutable, and ſhall not paſs away, as ap- 
pears from the nature, revival and authorative im- 
poſition of it, from its being the rule of the future 
judgment, from the ſinners condemnation by it, and 
the believers juſtification againſt the claims of it. 

Axp that therefore every mortal man being a 
ſubje& and tranſgreſſor of it, is under condemnation 
by ir, fo that every mouth is ſtopped, and the whole 
world become guilty before God. 
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Txar conſequently. juſtification in the ſight of 
God, the off-nded "dm: our Lord efus Chriſt, 
is alrogether im pracſcabſe, in 1 the whole 
puilty world, and every individual ſinner, by means 
f chat Jaw which is their. condemnation, & Yves the 
ktiowledpe of fin. . * By the deeds of the law there 
ſhall no fleſh living be juſtified in his fight.” “ 
Tznar therefore there is an abſolute neceſſity of 
the imputation of righteouſneſs without works, in 
oxder to the juſtification of the ungadly, in the 
ſi ht of God : for ſeeing they haye po adequate 


 peffonal righreouſiels, yea lie under condemnation 


and guilt, they cannot become reconciled to God, 
and bappy in his favour, but only by the forgive- 
neſs of their ſins, the, covering and non-imputation 
of rheit iniquities, in virtue of that divine propitiati- 
on, chat righteouſneſs of God, which be oh mani- 
feſted without the law: even the righteouſneſs of 
God which is by faich of Jeſus Chriſt,  _ 
Tuer accordingly the God of all compaſſion, 
who forever entertained tho'ts of love to the un- 
happy children of mag, did, from the days of eter- 
dit project an aft Hiſhing ſcheme for the reconci- 
hation of an apoſlate guilty world unto himſelf, 
thro* this non-imputation of treſpaſſes, having, in 
order to it, made him to be fin for us who knew no 
im ; that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him.” 1 
Ax that with a view to the effectual proſecution 
of this eternal gracious plan, the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrit the father of mercies,and 
God of all grace, is repreſented as ſtipulating with 
his own ſon, the prince of heaven, the brightneſs of 
the father's glory, in reference to this adorable af- 
fair, the redemption of a loſt world. That the of- 


1 


fended father moves, and his beloved fon complies Dif V. 
with the father's gracious mption—that having al- PA. I. 
ſurance from the father of the ſucceſs of his under 
taking, and his almighty aid, the benevolent favior | 
freely conſents to bear our iniquity, to atone our 
guilt, and pour out his ſoul pnto death : and for the 
joy and recompence that was ſet before him, to 
endure the crols, deſpiſing the ame of it. Who 
baving finiſhed the work God gave him to do on 
earth, aſcended up on bigb, having, in conſequence 
of his hunihiation, 4 name given Fim above every 
name, and the father's promife fulfilled, that his 
ſoul ſhould not be left in hell, or his fleſh ſee cor- 
ruption ; but that, as King, he ſhould be ſet upon 
God's holy hill of Zion; that he ſhould fee his 
ſeed, and the travail of his foul, and divide the 
ſpoil with the ſtrong. To this ſeed of the woman, 
this emphatical sxko of Abraham, were the pro- 
miſes eſpecially made, and were frequently reveal- 
ed to the ſons of men in former ages, as having a 
near intereſt in them; and moreover, for wiſe and 
gracious purpoſes, were blended and interwoven 
with the diſpenſatjons that took place in thoſe early 
days, when, at * ſundry times, and in divers man- 
ners, God ſpake unto the fathers by the prophets,” 
 FoxTuts, that in the ages ſucceeding the general 
deluge, when idolatry and ſuperſtition univerſally 
prevalled, the glorious God, who formed the defign 
of man's ſalvation in his own eternal council, who 
entered into covenant with his fon, and ſet bim 
forth, in his own unchangeable decree, as a propitia- 
tion for the fins of the world, who early revealed 
his merciful intentions to Adam, to Abraham and 
ancient faints ; the glorious God, I ſay, in thoſe 
ter ages, was pleaſed to erect a peculiar diſpenſa- 
WY K k 2 te By 
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Xv. tion, for the cure of idolatry and reſtoration of the a 


PA. I. knowledge and worſhip of the one true God, and 
A to prepare the way for the goſpel day and the per- 
pal appearance of the ſon of God, called the lau 
| of Moſes, or firſt Covenant, as relative to the ſecond”: 
and better covenant of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Tuer this latter is a more excellent miniſtry, a a 
covenant founded upon better promiſes than that of 
Moſes, a covenant in which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt © 
himſelf mediates, in which he inſures and promiſes 
to his people the moſt exalted bleſſings, a celeſtial - 
inheritance, an unfading crown above, requiring - 
upon their parts,thro? his gracious aſſiſtance, ſincere + 
rſevering obedience to the laws and inſtitutions of 
is kingdom, even faithfulneſs in his ſervice to the 
death, in order to the actual poſſeſſion of this pur- 
chaſed, eternal weight of glory. — That the [eval k 
conſtitution or jewiſh peculiarity, was a worldly and 
political covenant, a ceremonious and typical dif- + 
penſation: whereas the evangelical is of a higher, 
nobler and more ſolid nature, the ſubſtance of the 
former ſhadows having a reſpe& mainly to things in- 
viſible, future and eternal, The difference of the 
chriſtian and moſaic diſpenſations, being in ſome 
tenſe anſwerable to the difference of their reſpec-- 
tive mediators. That as ſtedfaſt loyalty and fi- 
deſity to Jehovah their king, was, to God's ancient 
Iſrael, the condition of life, proſperity and glory 
on earth, ſomehow analagous to the art nary Ic 
conſtitution : ſo conſtancy and affection to our? 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to God in him, is, to the 
chriſtian, the invariable requiſition of the goſſ pel, in 
order to ſhiring thoſe immortal, heavenly joys and 
honors, to which he was made an heir, when h& 
became a child of God by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. — 
7 ** of Y | | a And: 
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Recapitulation and RefleFions. 5 17 , 
And that as the ſeed of Jacob were delivered. out Diſxv. 
of Egypt and bondage, and made tree antecedent 1 
to their happy ſtanding, and peculiar covenant- rela- WY” 


— * 3 


Fwy 
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tion, towards God: So the, believer, the ſpiritual 
Iſrael, are broken by contrition, renewed by re- 


pentance, are p doned redeemed. frow the power 


and ſeryitude of fin, and are tray{lated out of ſatan's 
kingdom, into the kingdom of the ſon 00 God's 
love, in order to a compete ſtanding in the new 
and better covenant of our Lord Jelus Chriii and 
an intereſt in the glorious hopes and privileges of 
his people. | | 8 | 
 Moxeovss, that ſach a faith in God, b Jefus 
Chriſt, whereby we become pardoned. jade and 
partakers of the chriſtian reg emption, is the rot 
and ſpring of that evangelical obed.ence and chriſ- 
tian virtue, which is thus requiſite to the f. uition 
of that eternal life, which God that cannot lie hath 
promiſed, and given to us mortals, in his on. So 
that faith, holineſs and juſtification ſtand in imately 
connected with each other, in nature and providence. 
Good works are eſſential to the character, and to 


cannot preceed them, or be the procuring cauſe of 
the ſinner's acceptance with God. So that there 
manifeſtly is a Eenſe in which juſtification is by 
faith and the blood of Chriſt, without works and 
perſonal. righteouſneſs, as when the ſinner is view'd 
as ſtanding directly before the throne and judgment 


the acceptance of the /aint, who is created anew | 
unto them, in Chriſt Jeſus, tho? they have no hand if 
in the juſtification of the ſinner in the ſight of God; 1 
for true virtue is the fruit of that faith and repen- 10 
trance that accompany juſtification, and therefore # 


of God, whoſe law and government demand latis- 


_ Gaia, and which they receive in Jeſus Chriſt, the 
, a Kk 3 ; Lord 
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Diſ. Xv. Lord our 
PA. I. > as a child and heir of God, a ſubjeR 
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order to final acceptance in Jeſus Chritt, and dhe 


Recapiculation and Refleion- 


righteouſneſs: But nevertheleſs | 


TY 
of Telus Chriſt, who is conflicu king n 20 
judge of q . | 


pected and required of the deliving and 
than a — and 11 53 
3 in 


ſonal holineſs and a li per ſevering 


reward of faithful ſervants in his heavenly kipgdow, 
For we maſt all appear before che judgment ſeat of 
Jusvs Cuntsr, whether juſtified or not zulfiked in 
this life, that we may receive according. to the bing 
done in the body, whether good or, bad. Then yir- 
tue ſhall. be recompenſed.. wy vice puniſhed, con- 


Jormah le to nature 2 fa FE chus the ſeert- 


ing difference of the two apoſtles is eaſily adjufted ; 
and ye fo plainly how that by Warks a man 18 
juſtified, in one view, and nat by faith only, as Wwe I 
as how, in another, che guilty condemned ſinner 
accepted in a way of grace, thto' faith alone, bot 
of works, leſt any man ſhiould boaſt 4,” —not 
of former Woke 85 a ſtate of. 10 loarrgt 
jor to a courſe of actual obedience,as flow! | 
fr faith which . 3 Fr ha Kan | 
Tnar therefore no 
doctrine of the chriſtian, 


Cons Qjons againſt the- great 
eber vicarious 5 f 


tion, and juſtification of the ungodly by. faich in 
blood of Chriſt, and imputation of righteouſneſs 
without works, as being inconſiſtent with nature, 
with chriſtianity and the like, Are of any force. or 
validity, fotasmuch as nature's immutable, etergal 
law requires Pen in order to pardon, an 


Peres wh the offended majeſty of heaven, and the 
pel itſelf makes provition for the reward f 
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their unfainting obedience; and conſtaney in his 
ſetvice. "Reaſon and revelation are here harmoni- 


aus: Sin is pardoned in a way conſiſtent with qui- 
Bee, and honorary' to law, and grace reigns thro' 


ighteouſneſs towards the ſinner ; and at the fame 


time virtue is encouraged, and made neceſſary, and 


place found for the fit and glorious reward of it 
in the kingdom and covenant of the Son of God. 
By means of grace, the darkneſs and confuſion of 
nature is cleared and ſet right, and her religion 
Monroes, that chriſtian obedience, as flow? 
From faich in Jeſus Chriſt, and ſuppoſing recon- 
eiliation to God the father, is the direct require- 
ment and expreſs condition of the new- covenant; 
"agreeable to which, the future inheritance and 
crown of glory is promiſed and inſured, by their 
gracious Lord; to the faithfulneſs of the ſaints, and 
without ſuch patient continuance in ways of well 
doing, they may not hope for life eternal. 10 

Aup that the final perſeverance and ſaluation of 
ce ſaints, thro” the and grace of the redeem - 
er, is a thing as credible and as certain, as can be 
eicher luppoſed or deſired. according to the nature 
and fealon of things : for if the offended Fa- 
Ther is become reconciled to us, while ſinners and 
enemies, by the death of his Son, to whom he has 
committed the government and judgment of the 
world; then it muſt be allowed that we have the 
bigheſt aſſurance, that the faints being thus recon- 
Tiled, ſhall be finally ſaved from wrath _ 3 

glory, by chat mighty Savior, who is thus Ku 
glory, by * K 8 


RevghiyMabion ani" Reticle. Fr 
At the tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt, who having entered D. XV. 
"Mito expreſs covenant with his people, cannot fail PR. I. 
do confer the ſtipulated glory and reuompenſe bponœνπ 


\ 


a rr — 
— — — > = 


— 
— — — 4 OO —_ 
220 — — . ˙ ˙— — OO 
— _ = —— — * > * — — — — . 
— —ꝛꝛ—ꝛ— 4 - - gm * 8 
— — * — 8 — : 
- — . = - - 8 A 2 — r 
- FR - : - 8 "I . — : 


1 


| 


$29 


that man whom he hath, ordained 


of the inheritance, becau 


Di6X V4 ade ord chem, and bas eee for 
PA. Lo them. — Au 2:99 vi0:009 vet 
WYM + Fix, thac God ba 


4 day in the 
e wb ur by 
the great bu- 
ant, deciſive days: to render 10 
x 2 man accor | og works done bere in the 
y:—To the and faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, 

105 have peace with yr» and have laid hold of 
his covenant, the great ju age will aſſign the reward 


they ſerve the Lord 
dighation and — tribulation 


abich be will 


judge the world. in 


ſineſs of that i 


Chriſt ; whereas in 


and anguiſh ſhall be. the portion of ſuch whoſe 


habitual courſe has been ovil, who have neglected 
the great ſalvation, and would not that Chriſt ſhould 


. reign over them, and having no intereſt in the 


grace and mercy of the new covenant, fall under 
the everlaſting curſe, of that holy law, of which 
they are — and accordingly theſe ſhall 
go away into everlaſting puniſhment, but the righ- 
teous into life eternal. Being juſtified. by Sb 
the ſaints have ni peace with God the . thro? 


our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and rejoice in hope of that 


glory that is yet to be revealed in their up ab- 
olutian and acceptance at the judgment-ſeat of 
Jeſus Chriſt, according ta the gracious terms of the . 


neucovenant.— They that new remain under con- 


demnation cannot be juſtified in the day of judg- 
ment.: and they that — now juſtitied cannot then 
fall under final condemnation. 


Tat; is the ſum of the things which — 
ſpoken, or at lealt a brief and general {uma y of - 


the whole. 
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Recapitulation- and RefleGions. 


1. A'REFLECTION upon the foregoing di ſebürſes D. 
way poſſibly help I ſome meaſure, to diſcern PA. 1. 
the force & ineaning of thoſe phraſes, which occur 
fo often, eſpecially in St. Paul's writings, *"of be- 

coming dead to the la by the body of Chriſt,” Rom 7. 4. 
t thtoꝰ the la becoming dead to the law,” «being 21-2 19. 
delivered from the law;” redeemed from under 
the law“ and the like; even that all believers,” _ 
Jews and Gemites, by faith in Jeſus Ctriſt, and ne eg 
jaſtiſication by his blood are reſcued from the curſe gelioer. d 
and condemnation of law, the holy law of God, in from the 
1 as it is an adminiſtration of death, a killing law as a co- 
fetter, in regard of ſinners and tranſgreſſorz. By veau of 
the coming of faith, or the goſpel diſpenſation in oper| 
its preſent perfect ſtare, ſince our Lord mce . 
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to whom therefore they muſt become united and 
married, as to him who is the end of their law, on 
whom it terminated, and in whom it was fulfilled 
and received its'accompliſhment. But then as that 
covenant of 'works, that worldly diſpenſation, ſeems 
to point our thoughts to the general conſtitu-ion of 
law and nature, and ſerves, in ſome fort, to ſhadow 
and hold it forth to us; fo a deliverance from this 
legal, peculiar diſpenſation, ſeems deſigned to indi- 
cate and typify the redemption of b-lrevers in Jeſus 
Chriſt from the” law in general, the law of God 
and nature, conſidered under the character of a 
covenamt"of' works: whereupon, as the apoſtle de- 
clares, there is no condemnation b-longs unto them, 
in virtue of the law which they have tranſgreſſed, 
they being in Chriſt Jeſns, in his gracibus cove- 
nant, and at peace with God, and walking * the 
", | pirit 


* 9 
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D. XW. ſpirit not after Me Hen. All finners are under che 
PR. 1 condemnition f + God's law, till by faith 
wwiy/ zccefs into « ſtate of 


is undder 


- 2dly. 


— 


they havr 
gince and reconcilement, theo 
Jeſiy Chriſt : But even them, after this, the believer 
law as 4 rule of duty, und u fincere, 
conſtant; perſevermpobedience to it is the indiſpen> 
ö | the l, he new and bet; 

* Lord ſeſus Chriſt, In this 

| the true believer does not wiſh to 'be delivered 
From the law, nor ban he be, ſo long as he is u di- 
ciple and ſubject of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and au 
child of God in him; for Ohriſt is not the miniſter 
of ſin, but of #ighreo! The ſaints are created 


nene in Chriſt Jeſus to theſe works" of righteoul- 
mot : they are under the law of the ſpirit of life, 


and bring forth fruit unto + God, even chrarful, 
filial grarefot obedience. 'The law is à "{chool- 
maſter for all the children of God, and in ail ages 
of the world; it ings them wih a ſenſe of their 
fin and condemmition, and brings them to Cbtiſt 
Jeſus for juſtification, and renders hig grave moſt 
welcome and precious to them: S0 that thre? che 
Jaw, or by means of it, they become dead de it, a8 
a covenant" of life, and to all hope from ; and 


vet in another view it mattes them alſve to God 


and bis law, as they, by n 
<cme inſpired with new hopes, ich new an 
rr 
nr foregoing ſcheme of dofrine fur - 
diſbes us with a full and" ſatisfactory anſwer to that = 
queſtion which the apoſtte*purs into the mouth of 
an 6bjeRor to the doctrine of grace, what then? 


mall we fin becauſe we are not under the Jaw, but 
under 


grace”? God forbid. For however there is 
u ſonſe, as has been ſhewn, wherein our ſalvation 
. 10 


Revapitilotion and Req i. fag 
is of grace, by faith and without works, and is re- D. XN 
preſented 8 in che holy ſcriptures, PA. L 
infomuch. that ſome have taken occaſon from hence 
of the obligations of morality and the. neceſſuy of 
virtue and good works, yet in realiry, nothing can 
be further from the true ſpirit and-;dehgn- of the 
golpel than ſuch imaginations as theſe. Nothing 
can be more free and glorious thap the grace of our 
ace, nor can it be exalted too much, in a 
way conſiſtent with the deſign of it; but nothing 
can be more inconſiſtent therewith, than a liber- 
ty. to live as we liſt, and the non-neceſſity of moral 
virtue and-chriſtian obedience. For to bring us 
to this is the very deſign and end of the exceed: Phe ef. 
rich grace of the goſpel : The children of God, ,. i; rery 
the partakers of this grace, are laid under all the far from 
obligations of gratitude, and the love of Chriſt has diſſolving 
a, conſtraining influence upon them: and not only moral ob- 
o, but. they are become his indented, bounden 3 
ſervants, and the glorious recompenſe he has 
Promiſed, depends, according to covenant, upo 
their ſincerity and conſtancy in his ſeryice, in ſuch 
a manner that there is nothiug more plain, or expreſt, 
inthe ape) than that tbe diſobedient, and unholy, 
the anion ful and ſuch as apoſtatize from good, bo- 
g Mall not inherit the kingdom ot God. 

e ſinner's juſtification- ang claim to life, in the 
fight of God is of meer grace wihont.any perſonal 
- worthineſs, or e neveriheleſs, ſuble- 
guent virtue is eſſential to the character of the true 
chtiſtian, and the inheritor af glory, is only he, 
- who is nat{lothful, but a follower of thoſe that 
thro? faith and patience have r+ccjved the promiſes.” 
Chriſt need not baye died tor ſin, if bis 79 7 

might 


The grace 


o 
= 


I ern 
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. might be ellpahed ie Hoe in it. He bare our Eng 
T3 n I 


. T. in his own body on the tree, that we being dead to 
HAS fin 15 


ive ujnto righteoulneſs. True chriſtians 
are become the ſervants of r.ghteouſneſs, and there» 
fore cannot at the ſame time be the ſervants of ſin. 
It were endleſs-to enumerate the conſiderations that 
demonſtrate the palpable inconſiſtence and repug» 
nance between the character, the bopes and obliga- 
tions of chriſtians and a courſe of licentiouſneſs, 
vice'and impiety. And it ſeems ſtrange that even 


Satan, the grand deceiver himſelf, ſhould ever have 
 #rtifice and addreſs enough to bring the ſuppoſitiog 


of an intereft in Chriſt and falvation by him, with- 


_ ., eat holineſs and univerſal conformity to his laws, 


example and will, into any manner of countenance 
- - *amorg men. The notion of ſalvation by the grace 
© and righteouſheſs of Jeſus Chriſt, without per- 
| ſonal virtue and goodneſs, and while we continue 
in impenitence, is attended with the moſt ſhocking 


* 
* 


RE __ | 


A could it be ſuppoſed, that the holy God for the 


"fake of the death of his ſon, would pardon the im- 
penitent ſinger, and fave them that ga, on in theic 
treſpaſſes, what would this amount to ? But, that 


tte infinitely holy and wife God, would have. been 


at the extraordinary coſt and pains, to ſend an extra- 


ordinary per ſon Into the world, the deareſt object of 


is everlaſting love, of the moſt exemplary bolineſs, 
to give us the moſt excellent and holy doctrines, 


and precepts, and at length to Jay down his very life, 


aid ſhed his moſt precious blood, as an offering ap 


 facrifice for fin ; and all to give the greateſt encour- 


* 


gement to mankind to perſiſt in their rebelliogs 
againſt the God that made them, and take the moſt 
effeRuzl method to baniſh virtue, and holin ſs and 


bediene 


( 
| 
{ 
| 
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obedience to the divine law out of the world, and D. XV. 
to turn this carth into a very hell of wickedneſs! PA. I. 
And can any deſign be more contradictory to iiſelf, Cy 
than this would be? Or could any ſet of thoughts 
carry in it a more horrid blaſphemous imputation 

upon the divine nature, counſels and adminiſtr.ti- 

ons; than this would do ? If the ſinner is to be 

ſaved in his ſins, where I beſeech you, then, is the 

holineſs of God ? Or what occaſion was there for 

the incarnation and death of the Son of God ? Or 

where is the wiſdom of God in this whole deſign ? 

And why might not ſinning angels come in for a 

Mare in this grace, and favor of God, (if it may 

be called ſo) as well as finn:vg man, altho* they 
remain {till but very devils?“ K mer 

S ase. 3 

3. Ws learn in what light and ſtanding to view the 2 


unſanctified, the impenitent and unbelieving. They 

are, as yet, not the children of God, in the ſpe- 

cial and moſt noble ſenſe of that deſirable title ;— 

They do not belong to the kingdom of the ſon of 

God's love, they are not his people, his ſpiritual ne fand- 
ſeed, or accepted in the en, ; and therefore jog of the 
appertain to the kingdom of Satan, of darkneſs aud impeoitene 
of ſlavery, out of which they have never been tranſ- very un- 
lated, and in which they muſt periſh everlaſtingly, *PP7- 
without converſion and moral renovation ; for while 

in an unreconciled, unrenewed ſtate, the devil is 

their father, and they do his works, they are afar. 

off from God, in a condition of the moſt unhappy 

moral diſtance, till they are brought nigh by the 
blood of Chriſt. Not having b en united to Chriſt 

by faith; and admitted into his better covenant ;-» : 

not being juſtified, pardoned and redeemed from 
niquity, they conſequently lie under condemna- 


* 


8 % Revapitularion unn RefoBdigns. 
D XV tion, and the wratty of "God"abideth on them.— 
PA. L. They as not paſſed from death to life, or changed 


WHY in regird of fate or temper, but are 
law, and all its dreadfu! eurſes are ined & ot m—_ 
ig 


Bor what then, muſt all the witked and 
Sent i donn in deſpair? I there” no 
mercy for them?: ** 
Tr may be anſwered, vione to be five; ſidered 
aveontinuing in impenitence and habitual wieked- 
neſs, in unbelief and enmity with God, unboly, un- 
pardoned and aliens from the covenant of peace and 
promiſe in Chriſt Jeſus. As ſuch the chreatnings 
and dire anathema's of God's law, big with terror 
Their caſe and @mazement, re ready to diſcharge all their 
| 2 thunder and ruin upon them. The bleſſings and 


N of the goſpel are laid up in ſtore for per 
of quite different characters, fnuations, cp 


is the 


fic, 


difpoſitions, for the meek and humble, the 
and 2 the believing and faithful, t 
doned and accepted, who being juſtified by 
have peace with God, and walk after the' and 
not after the fleſh.” Could the ſinner be bro't ut- 
ter ty to deſpair of life and happineſs in ways of dif- 
obediente-afd impenitence, there would be hope 
of him in the fame proportion as this conviction is 
faſtened upon bis conſcience; hope of his amend- 
ment and 'repeniitice, and fo of pardon and accep- 
tence to etet nal Hife. But there is no peace or 
to the wicked, remaining ſuch, but deſpair 
might well feize upon them, aud pangs and ſorrow 
take hold of them. Sinners in Z on might well 
tremble, and fearfulneſs ſur prize the hypocrite; for 
ide day of the Lord is at hand, it ſhalf come a8 
dftrfition from the Almighty. Thou needeſt not 


deſper, 0 dinner; becauſe”of the want of * 
ne 6 
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nefs and 


compallion in God, for be pities thee, like D. XV. 


as 4 tender parent, a diſobedient, rebe llious child; PA. I. 


guage of men, he fays, * Have I any pleafure 
at all that the wicked ſhould die, and nor that he 
ſhould turn from his way and live.” The want 
of mercy and compaſſion, poor ſinner, is in thyſelf, 
not in the all-bountiful Jehovah, who is good as 
none elſe is good; good not only to them that arg 
good and deferving, but to the evil and unthankful 
alſo, His goodneſs is inconeeivable, boundleſs, 
infinite! Repent therefore, O ſinner, and be con- 
verted, that thy fins may be blotted out, and times 
of refreſhing come to thee from the preſence 
the Lord. Let the wicked forſake their ways and 
che unrighteous their thoughts, and turn unto the 
Lord, who will have mercy on them, and will 
abundantly pardon them. 

_ Is it ſhould be aſked therefore, is there any 


* 


ex- 
plicit covenant ſubſiſting between God and impeni- 
rent, unteconciled ſinners, or men habitually wick» 
ed, any direct, expreſs promiſe, according ro which, 
ſych . perſons, dead in treſpaſſes and fins, have a 
certain aſſurance, that their religious endeavors in 
ſuch a ſtate ſhall be crowned with ſucceſs, and that 
they ſhall infallibly obtain pardon, grace and fal 
vation, upon application made therefor ? 
_* To. this if it ſhould be anſwered in the negative, 
it would not thence follow by any means, that the 
condition of ſuch impenitent, unfanRified perſons is 
3 and deſperate, or that all their endeavors 
exertions in religion are abſolutely in vain, or 
worſe than in vain, that they are unneceſſary in 
themſelves, or unrequired by God. How ma- 
can teſtify that they have found God in the way af” 


diligent, - 


and accommodating him, elf to the ways and lan- 


„ ><. 
* 
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Diſ X V- diligent unwearied ſeeking ? And perbaps moſt 
PA. I... men of any ſeriouſneſs and religio , whether my. 
ly good men or not. have experienced, in ſpecial - 
* © inſtances, the ſmiles and favor of providence towards 
them, when they have ſought the Lord with ſome. 
earnelineſs,and committed their cauſe an their way 

Their en- to him. Thy pre ent condition, in penitent ſinner, 


OT is no more forlorn and wretched, than was that of 


the righteous pardoned man, previous to his recon». 
yon ciliation, and pan to FT repeptance : He 
without Was once afar off from God, and loſt in fin as thou 
any direct art now, and in the ſame way thou mayſt be bro't 
bro, nigh to God and be ſaved alſo, There is the ſame 
pm merciful God to pardon thee, the ſame blood of 
atonement in which to place thy confidence, the. 

ſame. ſpirit of grace and holineſs to influence and 

renew thy heart and mind, and the fame faith and- 
repentance will be the mean of thy juſtification and 
acceptance before od. What though the expre/7 

romiſe of pardon, peace a d ſalvation is made only 

as is my opinion) to repentance, to faith, to a call - 

ing upon God in truth, to them that mourn, that 

ſtrive as well as ſeek, that ſeek with all the heart, 

and the like; and that all are uncogvenanted mercies 

that are confered upon the properly impenitent, in 

ſome how the ſame manner, perhaps, as the bleſſings 
of this temporal life were . beſtow*d unpromiſed 

upon the Gentiles, and yet were granted in a way, 

of expreſs and ſolemn covenant, to the willing and 

_ obedient Jews, with whom God was pleaſed, thus 
graciouſly to ſtipulate, by the mediation of Moſes ; 

althoꝰ this be allowed to be the caſe, I ſay, yet there 

i ngtwighlianding, an evident, a ſtrong and abun» 
Cant implication, that God will favor, encourage 
and ſucceed the well meant endeavors and efforts. 


of 
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ef the unreconciled to repent and turn, to God by Dif XV, 
Faith in Jeſds Chriſt:— The Cane of the PA. I. 
divine nature beſpeaks it, the condition” of the — 
world ſuppoſes it, —the forbearance and patience 1. 
of God towards ſinners imply it.—che gracious Pal. g. 
diſpenſation ſet on foot and carried. into exetution 25. 
denotes it, and all the means and mercies, light and 
adyantages vouchſafed to ſinners, and the promiſe 

of pardori and life to faitn and true fepentance. 

He that is ſo good ro our bodies, cannot be un- I 
merciful to our ſouls : He, ſurely, who daily loads I 
us with his benefits, who gives us rain from heaven 
and fruitful ſeaſons, filling our hearts with food 
and gladheſs, whoſe goodneſs is calculated to lead li 
ſinners to repentance, cannot take pleaſure in theit j 
death, or be willing that they ſfould everlaſtingly 0 
deriſn. And why may we not hope and confide | 
in his mercy, in one caſe, as well as in the other, 
and make ir à ground of encouragement to feek and 9 
call upon God, to repent and amend our ways, aid 
ſtrive to bteak off our fins by righteouſnels ? And 
truly how can any thing more explicit be ſuppoted'in 
regard of the unſanfified ? God does not treat 
with ſinners, even the ſanctified and accepted in bis 
fon, but only in and through this mediator, But 
the habitually wicked and unrenewed are the ob- 
jects of his diſapprobation, they are in a ſtate of 
enmity and rebellion, and therefore how can they 
be properly qualified to be fœderates, or parties in 
covenant ? For moreover before repentance and 
real goodneſs and ſincerity the works of the (inner 
ſeem not to be rewardable, or to deſerve the name 
of true virtue, or fuch ſpecial notice from God. 
The dire& and expreſs promiſe ſeems to be made 
ts ſomnctting genuinely good and virtuous in the 
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Di. XV. perſon, at leaſt to the beginning and Hell principles 
A. I. of righteouſneſs'im the heart, 
— "Far aforementioned queſtion might therefore 
be better anſwered from a knowledge of the par- 
ticular temper and character of the enquirer. * Art 
thou indeed ſerious in this matter, nner? Art thou 
in true and hearty earneft to repent and turn to 
God? Doſt thou ſeek with all thy heart, and un- 
der deep impreſſions of the importance of the thing? 
If fo thou mayeſt, perhaps, be numbered, already 
among the penitent : A work of grace is begun in 
thy heart, and theſe are budings of goodneſs and 
chriſtianity in thee. If thou doſt traly mourn for 
thy ſins, the conſolation of the goſpel belongs to 
thee. If thou art burdened with fin and guilr, 
and doſt hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, then 
the kind, welcome invitation of thy Lord, is dire&- 
ly ts thee, ©. come unto me and 1 will give you 
reſt,” and ſatisfaction. Though the prayers of 
the habitual, preſumpruous wicked are abomination 
to God, yet a broken and a contrite heart is a fa- 
crifice that he, will never deſpiſe. Aſk therefore 
and jt ſhall be given thee, ſeek and they ſhalr find. 
Bor if thou art not in true carneſt, and thy 
repentance. is inſincere and anly temporary, thy 
righteouſneſs like the morning cloud and early 
dew, which ſoon paſſes away, then why ſhouldeſt 
thou think or hope that it will be kindly regarded 
by the Gedoftruth, and ſearcher of all hearts? Or 
# is it likely that any direct promiſe of mercy and 
ö acceptance ſhould be made to ir ? If thou art but 
[ in half jeſt; in theſe ſerious and infinitely impoitant 
| matters, then why all this querying ? If thou haſt 
no great inclination to attempr a return to God and 
amendment of thy life, (which I am more * 
| of. 
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of, as what will prove thy deſtruRion, than want Di. XV. 
of ſucceſs and divine aid in the undertaking) then PA. I. 
why all this ado about that which is a matter ff 
fach indifference to thee ? To what purpoſe is it 

to know whether there is a certain promiſe to thy 
endeavors or not, if thou doſt not exert thy en- 

deavors, and ſtrive to enter in at the ſtraight gate t 

If thy heart is not in the thing, all this is but dry 

and idle ſpeculation : ——If it is, thy caſe is pro- 

miſing. Iaſtead therefore of further diſpute and 

inquiry about the event, venture rather upon the 

great work immediately, and - ſeek the Lord while 

he may be found.” Neglect not what is in thy 

power to do, O ſinner | However unable thou 
mayeſt be to renew and change the nward diſpo- 

ſition of thy heart, yet reform, at leaſt, the outward 

man, avoid temptation, ſhun the appearance of 

evil, pray and meditate, and accuſtom thyſelf to 

ſerious reflection, and wait upon God in the ways 

of his inſtitutions. Labor to bring thy heart to 

this molt intereſting, weighty buſineſs, uſe the un- 
derſtandivg God has given thee, ſhew thyſelf a 

man, and act a part worthy of a reaſonable crea- 

ture, conducting with that wiſdom and diſcretion, 

thou art maſter of in other things. Conſider thy 
ways, and the ways of the divine providence towards 
thee, think upon God's word, his love and grace, 
the evil of ſin and the puniſhment of it. View 
thyſelf in all lights, as placed in this world, as de- 
Ggned for another, and contemplate futurity, the 
reaſonableneſs of obedience, the glories of immor- 
tality, the com paſſions of the redeemer, the wretch- 
edneſs of ſuch as are out of Chriſt, and pray with - 
out ceaſing, crying after knowledge and lifting up 
thy voice for underſtanding. All this is reaſonable. 
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and expedienti tending io its on nature to pro- 


. duce the great end propoſed, thy effectual return 


-— | to God, and chou mayeſt depend upom it, that he 


who loves righteouſneſs. and hates iniquity, will 
ſuitably favor, countenance and aſſiſt all attempts 
of reformation; and every ſtep towards virtue. 


rns 
Di. XV. IV. ME fee of what leading, fundamental 
PA. 1 importance the docttine of remiſſion 


pf fins is, in the gracious ſcheme of our redemp- 
tion. The redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus has 

an immediate reſpect to pardon and peace with 

God, through him. „In him we have redemp-. 

tion, through his blood, the forgivneſs of {ins 

Pardon according to the riches of God's grace,” He 

and ac. that“ loved us and waſhed us from our ſins in 
2 his own blood,” did ic with a further view, even 
rough * ä * "Yaſs = 
the blood the making of us © kings and prietts utito God 
of Chriſt, and his father.” Pardon and juſtification go to- 
an impor- gether ; And the non- imputation of iniquity in- 
— * eee the idea of righteouſneſs, as imputed to 
religion, him that believeth. And bleffed is the true 
enitent who is thus pardoned and accepted; the 

choiceſt bleſſings are his portion, no condemna- 

tion henceforth belongs unto him, but he is a 

child and heir of God, and veſted in a title to 

glory and immortality in, the heavens ; the ſaint 

hall triumph over death and all enemies, and ob- 

fain 4 complete victory in the way of righteouſ- 

neſs, through the protection and power of the 

mighty redeemer, the great author and finiſher 

of our faith. This guilty, apoſtate world ſtood 

in, need of pardon, peace and acceptance with 

theoffended father ot heaven, who accordingly, 

* in 
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of his fon, the lamb ſlain from the foundations 
of it; And this blood has boch an attoning and : 
cleanſing virtue; it not only procures pardon and 


heart, and hope in God by Jeſus Chriſt, becomes 
a ſpring of new life and action ; it diſpels the 


ideas of God, it animates our endeavors, and 


repentance. I 
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in the greatneſs of his mercy, projected the re- Di. XV. 
demption of it, through the death and ſacrifice PA. II. 


reconciliation, but effects repentance, and is a 


mean, under providence, of the ſinners renova- f | 
tion and change of temper, : Faith purifies the | 


gloom and darkneſs of the mind, gives plealing 


encourages our return to him : This, 1s thar 
goodnels of God eſpecially, that leads ſinners to 


V. We may hence take occaſion to make ſome A 
reflections in a devout and grateful manner, up- | | 
on the freene/s and richneſs of that grace and mer- 9 
cy of God, the father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 
which has reference to our redemption and ſalva- | 
tion in him. The new-teſtament writings great- 5 
ly magnify, and much celebrate the riches and n - _ 
glory of that grace, which delivers ſinners from ke * 
condemnation and wrath, and ſaves a dying ther. 
world. Our ſalvation is alway repreſented, as be- 
ing the effect of the infinite compaſſion and ama- 

Zing . benevolence of God, the father, through 
the merit, worthineſs and mediation of the ſon, 
It is according to the abundant mercy of God 
the father, that we are made partakers of this 
grace, even for his great love, wherewtth he lo- 
ved, for he is rich in mercy. Go1, that is the 
father, ſo loved the world beyond all example and 
expreſſion, as to give his only begotten ſon, that | 
whoſocyer believeth on him, ſhould not periſh, i 
TROL N L 1 z e 
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bh XV. but have everlaſting life, This is the record that 
PA. II. God the father hath given us mortals eternal ſife, 
— and this life is in his fon. In Chrift, God was 
reconciling the world unt5 himſelf.” What fa- 
ther, but our father in heaven, ever had com- 
paſſion enough to deliver up'a fon; an only ſon, 
a dearly beloved ſon, to pover 7 and diſgrace, to 
crucifixion and death, for the falvation and hap- 
ineſs of rebellious ungrateful ſinners. 

IT was the ſon of God, indeed that freely paid 
our ranſom, that drank off the bitter cup, and 
poured out his foul unto death; but though this 
was the grice and love of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the ſon of the father, and our obligations to this 
lover of ſouls are inconceivable and infinite, yet 
nevertheleſs, the love and commiſeration of the 
father deſerves our grateful regard and moſt ado- 
ring attention; for he it was that beheld the Tow. 
eſtate of his ſervants, and raiſed up à horn of Tal- 
vation for us, that projected our redemption, that 

- was willing to be reconciled, that ' allowed” of, 
and provided the ſuſtitute, and accepred the price 
of our redemption at his hands, when. he volun- 
tarily made an offering and a facrifice of himſelf 
to God for us, © Herein is love not that we lo- 
ved God, fr/t, but he loved us and gave his fon 
to be the propitiation for our fins, * And becauſe 
God the father conſented to give his Son to ſuffer 
and die for us, that we might be juſtified by his 
blood, and become veſted in a title to the pur- 
chaſed inheritance, therefore" all the bleſſings that 
derive to us through the mediation of this his 
fon, may be conſidered as the gift of God the 
father. When God made a preſent of his ſon 
10 us, - moſt aſtoniſhing gift ! He with him free- 


ly 
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ly gave us all, things, and in a fort connected eve- Di. XV. 
ry other bleſſing. therewith, ſo that pardon and PA. II. 
eternal life, thoſe great benefits, though the fruit 
of our Lord's obedience to the death, and grant- 
ed in a way of recompence to his benevolent and 
painful undertaking, yet, inſtead of being the 


leſs, are, on that account, the more free and glo- 
_rious donations of the father to us, | 
Soy is full of compaſſion and gracious, - but 
yet he will make expreſſions of his loving kind- 
neſs, only in ſuch ways whereby his grace may 
be. rendered glorious, the honor of his law pre- 
ſerved inviolable, vice ſuitably diſcountenanced 
and pun:ſhed, and virtue incouraged, increaſed, 
rewarded. Andits plaip, that in the great affair 
of our redemption by Jcſus Chriſt, all theſe va- 
luable, worthy ends, are wiſely and happily an- 
ſwered. Grace reins through righteouſne/s unto 
eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt ; and it is a great ſal- 
vatign that we are made partakers of, through 
1 exceeding riches of God's grace, and in which 
he has abounded towards us in all wiſdom. and 
Prudence. It is liberty to the priſoner and cap- 
tive, health to the ſick and wounded, eaſe and 
comfart to the laboring and oppreſſed, and even 
life to the dead. So the great redeemer and 


phyſician, ſpeaking, by the ſpiri:, of the deſign 


of his miſſion, and of the father that appointed 


him to his office, ſays He hath ſent me to bind 


up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
tives, and the opening of the priſon to them 


that are bound.” To give unto them that mourn If. 61. 


in Zion, beauty for aſhes, and the garment of 
praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs. Gop who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he 

LI4 loved, 


1 
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bi x loved, even when we were dead” in fin; hath 


EA. 11. 


quickened us together wich Chriſt's” by: grace 


— be ye ſaved.” * 


6. Wx hence learn that the reaſon why the 
orious goſpel of the bleſſed God, thoſe uy 
Loo of great joy to all people, has not been 
received by” the nayons of the world, and by indi- 
vidual finners, in a way and manner anſwerable 
to the nature of the thing, is not the want of 
any deſirable and bappy proviſion made for them 
therein, ſuitable to their circumſtances #nd indi- 
- gences in this depraved, guilty ſtate z but only 
to the want of a right ſenſe and underſtanding of 
it, a proper attention to, and fecling apprehenfi- 


_ ei on of, their condition and wretchednels, the evil 
ey of ſin and need of ſuch a gracious interpoſition 


their behalf ' The goſpel 1 is in itſelf, ſuch a mar- 
velous diſplay of divine grace and compaſſion to 
' - miſerable ſinners, that allowing them true and 
adequate conceptions of it, and a proper ſenſi- 
bility of their ſituation, and it cannot hut be the 
moſt acceptable and welcome news to them. If 
ĩt be a true and faithful ſaying that Jeſus Chrift 
came into the world to ſave finners, it is furdy 
worthy of all acceptation. © The progrefs and 
ſucceſs of it was amazing in the early days of 
chriſtianity. And nothing is now wanting, un- 
der the 1 aflvens of the ſame ſpirit, but due im- 
preſſions of its nature and worth, and the impor- 
tance of an intereſt in its bleſſings, to render it 
even to them, who treat it with indifference and 
contempt, the ground of their higheſt joy and 
acclamations. The goſpel will Ertaiulß raviſh 
our hearts, (and be ſweeter to us and accounted 
more valuable than the law of God was to David. 
r WT which 
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which he compares to honey and the honey comb, D XV. 
and prefers to thouſands of gold and filver,) PA. II. 
whenever we ſee and realize our guilt and miſe- nant 
ry, and the greatneſs, ſeaſonableneis and neceſſi- 
ty of the mercy of our redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. 
7. FroM ihe conſideration of the great love 
and kindneſs of God in our falvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the ineſtimable advantages of chriſti- 1 
anity, which i is our happy lot and portion to en- | 
joy, we ſhould be prompred and induced to pray ode hg 
and wreſtle with God in behalf of the ungoſpeli- I gef 
-zed world, that the myſtery of divine grace, hid the can- 
from paſt ages, now clearly . may be verſion of 
made known unto all nations for the obedience inhdels. = 
of faith, Gratitude to God, the father of 1 
. mercies, for the light and bleſſings indulged to us, 1 
muſt ſurely move our generous pity, and excite i 
'bowels of compaſſion in us towards the miſerable, Ri | 
inſlaved nations, overſpread with ignorance, er- | 
Tor and ſuperſtition, and living as without God 
and without hope in the world. And if we in- 6 
deed pity their unhappineſs, in this reſpect, it ö 
will put us, not only upon conſtant and fervent ! 
Prayer to the God of all grace, for their illumi- 1 
nation and converſion, but upon all ſuitable en- | 
eavors within our power, to render the thing 
F-Gual, And in particular ſhould we in this i 
land, thus pray andexert ourſcIves for the neigh- F 
boring nations of ſavages that inhabit this dry | 
and inhoſpitable wilderneſs, in the way of whoſe 
; converſion, notwithſtanding the removal of 
ſome inſuperable obſtructions, by the late victo- 
- ries God has granted us, many hinderances and 
- embarraſments ſtill remain; which may God, in 
* time, and by degrees remove, through the 
j generous, 
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Di XV. generous, aſſiduops, unwearied application of 
YA. II. thoſe who are inſpired, from time to time, with 
22 heart and ſpirit for this laudible undeftaking. 
May God raiſe up, ſend forth, and ſupport well 
qualified, ſuceeſsful miſſionaries for this purpoſe ; 
| and may many of theſe ſons of paganiſm, be fur- 
niſhed for this ſervice, (as ſeveral have been al- 
ready, and not only fo, but become accompliſh- 
ed, reſpected preachers among the tribes from 
whence they are deſcended.—* Shall parties and 
denominations of chriſtians be zealous and active 
in making proſelites to themſelves from among 
their brethren, and ſhall few, ſhall none, be ani- 
mated with a more pure and more noble flame, 
to ſpread the goſpel, like the apoſtles among the 
heathen, and build upon a foundation that no 

other man has laid ? 2 
The great. 8 by. TR foregoing conſiderations call loud- 
neſs of the ly upon us to reflect frequently with admiring 
love of gratitude upon the love of Chrift, our benevolent 
| Chriſt. and dear redeemer. How great and invaluable 
the bleſſings and benefits he has procured for 
us. Pardon and peace with God the father, 
our adoption and heirſhip, our deliverance from 
condemnation, our title to glory and immortality, 

4601 hh OR Bad 

* Vigorous efforts were made by ſome well diſpoſed perſons 
among us, for goſpelizing the Indians, and raifing money 
for that purpoſe, upon the expiration of the late war, but 
were impeded in their laudable deſign by a rupture hap- 
pening among ſome of the tribes of the fix nations; not 
to mention the diſcouragements they met with from ano- 
ther quarter, in not obtaining a charter for the more 
effectual proſecution of their deſigy.—— Several young 
men from the Indian country have been inſtructed among 


the Engliſh, and become preachers to heir nation. One 
educated in the Rev. Mr Wheelock's ſchool, has lately 


| preached at Boſton and other principal towns, to large 
auditories and good acceptance, 
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and all the means of our ſanctification and re- Di. XV. 
demption from the power of ſin, and dominion PA. II. 
of ſatan, that god of this world who rules in the 


hearts of the children of diſobedience: And has 
introduced believers to a happy covehant-relation 
to himſelf and to God in him, and protects, 
ſtrengthens and defends them, and after having 
led them forth to victory and complete conqueſt, 
will give them the honor of a triumph, and ſeat 
them with himſelf upon his on glorious throne, 
as the covenant-recompence of their fidelity and 
unfainting perſeyerance. How unparaleled the 
compaſſion of that amiable being, who left the 
light and glory, joy and beatirude of his father's 
court and ꝶingdom, and came down from hea- 
ven, to live and ſuffer and die in our world, in the 
manner he did, to recover us from fin and death, 
to raiſe us to honor and virtue, and qualify us 
for thoſe happy manſions of light and glory, which 
he is gone before to prepare for us]! What ex- 
celling goodneſs was it for him, who being the 
heir of all things and God's only ſon, and there- 
fore immenſely rich, to become poor and deſpiſed, 
to enrich and enoble us] And then after having 
ſacrificed his life for our ſalvation, to employ his 
power and influence in the court above, as our 
advocate and interceſſor; at the ſame time ad- 
miniſtring the affairs of providence here below, 
for the purpoſes of the church's good and emolu- 
ment, her victory over all her enemies, and ad- 
vancement to the inconceivable glories of that 
world, that lies beyond the empire of death and 
the grave! O! what great things has this wor- 
thy friend, this heavenly benefactor done for us 
And how ſhould it enhance the merit of his in- 

comparable 


Di AV. rable performances, to conſider. the eſſen · 
PA. IL.” tial glories of his nature, the dignity of his per- 
** and offices; and that character he ſuſtains, as 
the only begotten ot the father, the brightneſs of 
his glory, the prince of angels, the Lord of na- 
ture, the judge of all ! And let us think again, 
for whom was all this profufſion of goodneſs, this. 
vaſt expence of blood and treaſure, this amazing 
condeſcenſion, ſelt- de nial, ſuffering ! Was it not 
for us men, for us duſt and aſpes, finful worms of 
the duſt ! Let theſe confiderations inflame our 
hearts with love to him, who has thus loved us 
and ſaved us with a great ſalvation. O, let us 
love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity and truth : 
And moreover teſtifie our love to him by a moſt 
endearing benevolence to one another. Let us 
go and do likewite : And be animated from his 
divine example to lay ourſelves out in all ways 
of beneficence and goodneſs to others, making 
it the high and noble aim of our ambition, to 
perform * an excellent virtue, as may extend 
in its influence far around us, and take in many 
other objects, beſide ourſelves, in that glorious 
re compence, which the Lord Jeſus, the righteous 0 
Judge ſhall give us | 
o hu. Le r the impenitent ſinner be affęction- 
ately reminded of his guilt and condemnation, 
his miſery and unhappineſs, conſidered as an alien 
Addref from the common-wealch of Iſrael, and a ſtranger. 
to the im- to the covenant of promiſe. Thou haſt deſtroy- 
penitent. ed thyſelf, O ſinner | And thy help is only in 
| God. But although thou muſt be indebted ro 
the grace of God for every part of thy ſalvati- 
on, yet thy own activity and concurrence is re- 


quired 1 in the work of thy repentance and fancti, 
fication, 


E\ p 


cation. And ſhall not the offer of divine mer» Di. XV. 
cy in the goſpel, and all the gracious and plen- PA. II. 
teous proviſion God has made for thee in th 


wretched impotent and guilty circumſtances, 
have ſome good effect upon thee, to melt thee 
into contrition? Shall it not doſomething towards 
ſofining thy heart, reforming thy temper and 
mending thy behavior? Is there forgiveneſs 
with God for thee, O ſinner, and wilt thou not 
fear him ? Does he tender mercy to thee, and 
wilt thou not accept it? Shall not ſuch goodneſs 
overcome thee? Canſt thou withſtand ſuch 
kindneſs and compaſſion ? The moſt obſtinate 
metals are diſſolved by heeping coals of fire upon 
them, and ſhall thy harder, thy adamantine heart 
remain unmelted under the force of all this good- 
neſs? Thy manifold, thy preſumptuous ſins have 
merited damnation, and that thou art out of hell 
is of the tender mercies of thy God, And does 
he yet ſnewhimſelf unwilling that thou ſhouldeſt 
periſh, docs he ſtill wait upon thee to be graci- 
ous, and prolong the time of thy probation and 
opportunity: for repentance, does he yet. hold 
out the golden ſceptre of mercy, and ſtand ready 
to aſſiſt thee, by his word, his ſpirit and his pro- 
vidence; and ſhall not ſuch pity to thee, O ſtu- 
id ſinner, move thee to have ſome compaſſion 
on thyſelf? Wile thou (till perſiſt in thy obſti- 
nacy and perverſeneſs, and refuſe to caſt away 
thy tranſgreſſions and make thee a new heart, to 
break off thy ſins by righteouſneſs and forſake 
the fooliſly and live? Let not the ſinner go about 
to -excule himſelf from this great and neceſſary 
work of repentance: and amendment, however 
hard and difficult it may appear; or to juſtify his 
DECOR. - impenitence, 
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nitence, and paliate his ſins before God. 
e that covereth his {ins ſnhall not proſper, but 


46 


x hoſo cenfeſſeth and forſaketh them ſhall find 


mercy.” H be ſinner that feels a diſpoſition to 
. the blame of his fin and moral -inability 
ny where but upon himſelf,” is yet unbroken in 
ber aud far from the kingdom of God. In a 
word, let me beſeech Hh poor inner, with all 
that importunity that the caſe requires, as though 
it was the laſt time you was ever to be warned ; 
even as you value your foul and your eternal 
peace and happineſs, let me- beſeech you, to im- 
prove the grace and patience of God to your re- 
formation and repentance, and that you make 
haſte and make no delay io keep God's com- 
mandments. Be zealous and repent: Let no- 
thing divert or diſcourage you He that now 
tenders you pardon upon repentance, will not 
ſurely fail to aſſiſt you in it, and to e e 
ſtrength in your weakneſs. 
: 1@thly. And finally. Lr me now invite the 
true believer, the juſtified; renewed chriſtian, to 


join with me in making ſome grateful admiring 


reflections upon the great goodneſs, the rich 


grace and undeſerved mercy of God to ſinners 


of mankinßd. ? 

Taz divine benificence to the 58 in WIR! 
in all ages of it, is an object that deſerves our 
continual contemplation and wonder. What ſtu- 
pendous love and compaſſion, in the great father 
of mercies, to project the ſcheme of ourredemp- 
tion from the foundation of the world, and to 
deliver up in due time the ſon of his boſom and 
embraces as the ſacrifice for our fins ! How great 
was his crane and tender pity to the na- 

tions 
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ge of the world, inveloped in grofs darkneßz, Di. XV. 

vice and ſuperſtition, in calling them into the PA. II. 

kingdom” of his Ton and to all the glorious ptiv i- 

leges, light and advantages of the goſpel ! Whar 

ſurpaſſing goodneſs was it to take ſuch a favorable 

notice of a world lying in wickedneſs, to viſit and 

redeem a people ſo eſtranged from himſelf, and 

dead in treſpaſſes and fins, who when they knew 

God, glorified: him not as God, neither were 

thankful, but became vain in their imaginations, 

and their fooliſh heart was darkned. Might not 

God, even then, have ſent his fon into the world 

to condemy the world, inſtead of ſaving of it ? 

And let us remember that we are the unworthy 

deſcendants ' of thoſe wicked, abominable Gen- 

tiles, who were thus called out of darkneſs and 

the Kingdom of the devil, into that light and li- 

berty and happy ſtate we now enjoy. a, 
Moreover the goodneſs and mercy of God 

to every individual ſinner, in his forgiveneſs and 

moral renovation, is exceeding great, and calls for 

his admiratien and thankfulneſs. The Saint is in- 

debted to the infinite compaſſion of the God of all 

grace for his awakening, converſion, ſanctification, 

as well as for the ranſom God has provided for 

bim, and the bleſſed hope he has ſet before him. 

Every wicked man, whois under the power of his 

luſt, ſunk and depraved by vice, is at enmity with, 

God, obnoxiosu to his wrath, is ſtripped and ſhorn 

of his moral ftrength, and liable to the ſtroke of 

divine vengeance every moment; it is of the 

Lord's mercies that he is not conſumed, becauſe 

his compaſſions fa not: How rich in mercy there- 

fore is that God, who in the exerciſe of his pati- 

ence, power and grace, quickens and reſtores him 
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dy repentance, and leads bim in the paths of righ- 
teouſnels ; that changes he Ing 42g, 1 


) fivers him from condemnation, admitshim to favor 


and crowns him with glory? The falvation of the 
Juſt is of the Lord. What haſt thou, O righteous 


man, that thou didſt not freely receive? Is it not 


of the grace of God, thou art what thou art ? The 
regenerate, the holy and good man is ſenſible that 
the goſpel is the power of God to his ſalvation; 
and be gives God the glory that is due to him on 
that account. He is conſcious that he Was loſt 
and miſerable, haying gone aſtray from God and 
deſtroyed himſelf ; and that in God is his help, 
that he is ſaved by grace, and is pluckedas a brand 
out of the burning. I might have periſhed ever- 
laſtingly in my ſins, ſays he, but God has been 
more merciful to me than I have been to myſelf. 
He has pitied my folly and ſpoke to my heart and 
reclaimed me when I was going on, deaf to inſtruct- 
jon, reproof and counſel, in the way that leads 
down to death. Though I turned from him, yet 
he called after me and preſſed me to teturn. He 
drew me with the bands of his love, overcome me 
by bis grace and Kindneſs, enlightened me by his 
word, aſſiſted me by his ſpirit, alarmed. me by his 
kw, allured me by his promiſes, corrected me in 
his providence, and won me fotever to himſelf by 
his all-conquering wildom and goodneſs.” O be- 
lever contemplate with joy and gratitude . the 
grace and benignity of God to thee in thy effeQual 


calling and the proviſion of a Savior ; and give 


thanks to the father who makes us meet to be par- 


takers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light, 
Av in a word labor to grow in grace, and in 


che knowledge of the Savior : to excel in virtue, 


to 
* 
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to be fruitful in all good works, and to be great in Diſ. XV. 
the kingdom of God. -Cauſe your light to ſhine PA. IT, 
before others, and teach them, at leaſt by your ex- L-yAy 
ample. Be ſober, be vigilent and prayerful; go- 1 
vern your paſſions, and indulge no maligrity of 
temper, but maintain a ſpirit of benevolence. Be 
ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, and aware 
of ſatan's devices: Walk cloſely with God, and 
aim to be perfect as your father which is in hea- 
ven is perfect. Be not high minded but fear. 
Be cloathed with humility, for God reſiſteth the 
proud, but giveth grace to the humble. Truſt in 
God at all times and caſt your care and burden 
upon him, committing your way piouſly to him, 
and he will ſuſtain thee and bring to paſs for thee. 
God will not fail to help his people according to 
the confidence they pat in him, in 4 way. of duty 
and ſubmiſſion Indulge not revenge, that bani- 
ſhes the holy ſpirit from the heart. Perform every 
ſervice to your father which ſees in ſecret, and 
have an eye to the recompence of reward hereafter. 
Remember you are bought with a price, and are 
not your owri: And always pay the moſt ſacred 
regard to your religious obligations and covenant 
engagements with your God and Savior. Re ound 
active and diligent, as faithful ſervants ſhould be, 
ever working out your ſalvation with fear and 
treinbling. Be careful of relative duties, and neg- 
lect not the devotion of the cloſet : Let your heart 
be in heaven, with your treaſure, deſpiſe the world, 
and live more and more by the faith of Chriſt. 
Rejoice in the Lord always and live reſigned to by | 
pleaſure. Wait for the promiſes that are afar off, 
and continue patient in well-doing. Let your con- 
verſation'be as becomes the goſpel, and walk up- 
> M m rightly C 


: 
t 
J 
N 
5 
; 


» 
— 


g | 


DiCXV. 
PA. II. 


— ——ö—ä—ä—ä—ẽ—— a. 


bY L 2 * 


Recapitulation and Reffections. 


rightly before God, and then he will withhold 
nor grace nor glory frem you, For to him thar 
orders his converſation arighe will I ſhew the fal- 
vation of God, © And now brethren, I recom- 
mend you to God and the word of his grace, which 
is able to build you up, and to give you an inheri- 
tance among all them that are ſanctified. Now 
to him that is of power to eſtabliſh you, according 
to my goſpel] and the preaching of Jeſus Chriſt, 
according to the revelation of the myſtery, which 
was kept ſecret ſince the world began, but is now 
made manifeſt, and by the ſcriptures of the pro- 

hets, according to the commandment of the ever- 

ſting God, made known to all nations for the 
obedience of faith, to God only wiſe be glo- 
ry through Jeſus Chriſt forever, 


1 N 6] 


EET LE SIR re ne eee 588.2887878 8755 
ST x49 * , 2 EP l 


o 


” « , 
. 
. ” 


i * 


Freren 


The Reader is deſired to correct. among others, the fol- 
lowing Errors of the Preſs. 

Ref. p. 6. I. 4 bot for men r. man. p. 12.1.6 bot. r. Sandemanĩ- 

an. p. g. marg. f. pradional r. pactional idem J. 9. f. H r. 
both. p. 9. IU 15 from the top, f. obedience r. ordinance idem 1.18. 
top, f rael r. Iſhmael, p. 26. mid. f. enjey r. enjoin.p. 28. l. io. bot. 
f. nervious r. nervous, p. 31. mid. f. mortiferious r mortiferous, 
idem l. 7. bot. f. verihj r.v«itly, idem |. 12 bot. after fo/lowed r. 
death, p. y. note, l 13. bot. f. mentation r. fermentation, p.98 l. 
18 fr. bot. f. andr. as aft good xc p 131.1 14 fr. top. f. government, 
r. governments, p. 142. l. 11. fr. top, f mere r. more, p. 150 l. 3. bot 
f tranſgreſſors r. tran ſgreſſions, idem 1.4, bot fre r. theſe, p.18 1. 
1.12. bot. f. T anta- amoun / r. tantamount, p. 15 2. l. 13 top, f. cha- 
racter r. characters p 153.1 9 top »fter dijebedience,f, full flop, 
make comma, p 162.1. 12. top, f here r. how, p. 178. I at top, aft. 
violated r law, p 192 l. 14. bot aft. abe ob/erve, add ly, p 203. 
I. 1 3. bot. f./ af r. left, p. 206. 16. top, f avriters r. writings, p. 
20). note laſt I. f.ox r. ſon, p. 2 10 l. 7 bot. f. la r. low, p. 235. 
1. 16. top, aft. call it add a comma, p. 240. l. 3 bot free f. their, 
p · 249 4. bot f then a r.their, p- 255 12 bot f form r. forms. 
p. 257. l 10. top. aft. furniture add a comma, p 261.1. 9 top, f. 
a wake 14 topf.ob/ationr.oblations,p 267. J. 15 top. f. 
Hr r. ſins, p. 28 1. e in, p. 288 marg. f p. 20 r. 21 p. 289 
marg. f le Clere r. le Clerc, and f. helleniftial. r. helleniſtical, p. 
298. J. 3. top, f continuation r. continuator, p. 299. ]. 8 bot. f. nedia- 
tor r. mediators, p. 3 l. l. 11 bot f.cuned r. turned, p.323. marg. 
f. here rendered, 1. have rendered, alſo f. in the tex: believed, r. 
in the text believed not p 332 1.18. bot f. abſu'd r abſur'd, 
P-337-1 14.bot.aft &c. add” p 371.1.13 top, aft bis bart add; 
p 381. l. 11. bot. f applied r. replyed, p 392.1 16. top aft. any add 
thing, p. 417.1. 16. top faith r. fruits, p 419.1. 15 bot. f. 
recti vin, r. reigning, p. 420 l. 10. bot. f. right r. their right, 
p. 42 1. l. z. bot. f. anbelief r. uncleanneſs p. 422 1.4. bot. f. eno' r. 

one. p. 42 4· l. 2. top, f. perfect inꝑ r. performing. p. 427 1.6 top, f. 
and yet r. and that, p.428 $ top. fte the. &c. r. ſo the, and l. 
12 top, f. ſubmitted r. ſubjected, p. 429. 12. after Lord add a 


colon, p. 430. J. 16. bot. f. here r. how, p.468. 2. fr top, aft. fairh- 
ful add, in Chriſt Jeſus, p.478 l. 3 bot f plainer r plain, p.487. 
1.7. bot. fr hen r their. p. 497 l. 15. top, f future r. further. 
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